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' CHAPTER I.—[1494, Sept. 4.] 

The sight of the little squadron of Columbus standing once 
.more into the harbour, was hailed with joy by such of the 
inhabitants of Isabella as remained faithful to him. The long 
time that had elapsed since his departure on this adventurous 
voyage, without any tidings tirriving from him, had given 
rise to the moat serious apprehensions for his safety; and it 
began to be feared that he had fallen a victim to his enter¬ 


prising spirit in some remote part of these unknown seas. 

A joyful and heartfelt surprise awaited the adxliiral on his 
• arrival, in finding at his bedside his brother Bartholomew, the 
companion of his youth, his confidential coadjutor, and in a 
manner his second self, from whom he had been separated for 
several years. It will be recollected, that about the time of 
the adrnind’s departure from Portugal, he had commissioned 
Bartholomew to i-cpair to England, and propose his project of 
discovery to King Henry VII. Of this application to the 
English court no precise particulars are known. Fernando 
Columbus states that his uncle, in the course of his voyage, 
was captured and plundered by a corsair, and reduced to such 
poverty, that he had for a long time to struggle for a mere 
subsistence by making sea-eharts ^ so that some years elapsed 
before he made his application to the English monarch. Las 
C^iSas thinks that he did not immediately proceed to England, 
having found a memorandum in his handwriting, by which it 
would appear that he dbeompanied Bartholom«w Diaz in 
1486, in hl^ voyage along the coast of Africa, in the service 
of the King of P^-tugal, in the course of which voyage was 
discovered the Cape of Good Hope.* • 


* The m^orandum cited by Las Caaaa (Hist. Tnd. lib. i. cap. 7 ) ia 
curiooai though not couclusive. He says that he found it in au old 
book belonging to Christopher Columbus, containing the works of 
Vedro de Ahaco. It was Written in the margin of a treatise on the 
♦brm of a globe, in tlie handwriting of Bartholomew Columbus, which, 
was well known to Las Casas, as he had many of his letters in bis pos¬ 
sesion. The memorandum was in a barbarous mixture of Latin and 
Spanish, and to the following effect. 

in the year 1488 , in December, arrived at Lisbon Bartholomew 
Diaz, captalf^^of ihree caravels, which the King of Portugal e<ut >tc 


u 
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It is but justice to the memory of Henry VII. to say, that 
when the proposition was eventually laiade to him, it met with 

dteeover Gninea, and brought accounts that he had dih:oTered six 
hundred leagues of territory, four Hundred and 6fty to the south and* 
one hundred and fifty north, to a cape named by him the Cape of Good 
Hope; and that by tlie astrolabe he found the cape 46 degrees beyond 
the equinoctial line. This cape was 3100 leagues distant from Lisbon*, 
the yrhich the said captain says he set down, league by league, iq a 
ehart of navigation presented by him to the King of Portugal j in *all 
which, adds the writer, I was present (in quibus omnibus interfui), ^ 

Las Casas expresses a doubt whether Bartholomew wrote this note 
for himself, or on the part of his brother, but infers that one, or both, 
were in this expedition. The inference may be correct with respect to 
Bartholomew, but Christopher, at the time specified, was at the Spanish 
court. 

Las Casas accounts for a difierence in^date between the foregoing, 
memorandum and the chronicles of the voyage; the former making the 
return of Diaz in the year ’88, the latter ’ 87 . This, he observes, might 
be because some begin to count the year after Christmas, others at the 
first of January; and the expedition sailed about the end of August 
’86, and returned in December, * 87 , after an absence of seventeen 
months. 

Note. —Since publishing the first edition of this work, the autlior 
being in Seville, and making researches In the Bibliotheca Columbina, 
the library given by Fernando Columbus to the cathedral of that city, he 
came accidentally upon the above-mentioned copy of the work of Pedro 
Aliaco. He ascertained it to be the same by finding the above-cited 
memorandum written on the margin, at the eighth cliaptcr of the tract 
called “ Imago Mundi.” It is an old volume in folio, bound in parch¬ 
ment published soon after tke invention of printing, containing a 
collection in Latin of astronomical and cosmographical tracts of Pedt o 
(or Peter) de Aliaco, archbishop of Cambray and cardinal, and of his 
disciple, John Ger^on. Pedro de Aliaco was bom in 1340 , and died, 
according to^ome in 1416 , according toQ)ther8 in 1425 . lie was tlie 
author of many works, and one of the most learned and 'scientific men 
of his day. Las Casas is of opinion that his writings had more effect 
in stimulating Columbus to his enterprise than those of any other 
author. “ His work tias so familiar to Columbus, that he had filled 
its whole margin with Latin notes in his handwriting; citing many 
things which he had read and gathered elsewhere. This book, which 
was very old,” continues Las Casas, “ I had many times in my nonUs; 
and I drew some things from it, written Latin by the said admiral 
Christopher Columbus, to verify certain points appertaining to his 
history, of which I before was in doubt." (Hist. Ind. lib. i. cap. 11.) 

It was a great satisfaction to the author, therefore, to discover this 
Identical volume, this VckdeMeenm. of Coluinbus, in a estate of good 

Pj^enration. [It is in the cathedral library, E-G, Tab. 178 , No. 21.] 

notoi and citations mentioned by Las Casas are in Latiin, with 
many abbreviations, written in a veiv small, biv and. distinct hand 
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a more ready attention than from any other sovereiga. Au 
agreement was actually made with Bartholomew for the pro¬ 
secution of the enterprise, and the latter departed for Spain in 
search of his brother. On reaching Paris, he first received 
the joyful intelligence that the discovery was already made ; 
that his brother had retmiaed to Spain in triumph; and was 
actually at the Spanish court, honoured by the sovereigns, 
ca'*e8sed by the nobility, and idolized by the people. The 
glory of Columbus already shed its rays upon hivS family, and 
Bartholomew found himself immediately a person of im¬ 
portance. He was noticed by the French monarch, Charles 
VIII., who, understanding that he was low in purse, furnished 
him with one hundred crowns to defray the expenses of his 
jourAey to Spain. He ipachod Seville just as his brother had 
departed on his second voyage. Bartholomew immediately 
repaired to the court, then at Valladolid, taking with him his 
two nephews, Diego and Fernando, who were to serve in 
quality of pages to Prince Juan.* He was received with 
distinguished favour by the sovereigns; who, finding him to 
be an able and accomplished navigator, gave him the com¬ 
mand of three ships freighted with supplies for the colony, 
and sent liim to aid his brother in his enterprises. He had 
again arrived too late; reaching Isabella just after the 
departure of the admiral for the coast of Cuba. 

The sight of this brother was an inexpressible relief to 
Columbus, overwhelmed as be w^s by cares, and surrounded 
Iw strangers. His chief dependence for sympathy and assist- 
jmee had hitherto been on his brother Don Diego; but his 
mild and peaceable disposition rendered hii?L litUe capable of 
managing 4he concerns of a factious colony. ^ Bartholomew 

and run throughout lihe volume; calling attention to the moat striking 
passages, or to those which bear most upon th^ theories of Columbus; 
occasionally containing brief comments or citing the opinions of other 
authors, ajicient and modem, either in support or contradiction of the 
text. ThI memorandum particularly cited by Las Casas, mentioning 
the voyage of Bartholomew Diiir. to the Cape of Good Hope, is to dis- 
pwjye an opinion in the taxt, that the torrid zone was uninhabitable. 
This volume is a most curious and iatCi*GSting document, the only one 
iliat remains of Columbus prior to his discovery. It illustrates his 
researches, and in a mamner the current of his thoughts, while as yet 
his great enUfirprise existed but iu idea, and while he was seeking means 
to con^pnee the world of its practicability. It will be found also to coa« 
wain the grounds of many of his opinions and speculatlons on a vaddety 
of subjects.**''^ . * Hist, dol Almirante, cap. 60 . 

• u 2 
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was of a diffierent and more efficient character. Ete was 
prompt^ active, decided, and of a fearless spirit; whatever he 
aetcmiiDed, he carried into instant execution, without regard 
to difficulty or danger. His person corresponded to his mind; ' 
it was tall, muscular, vigorous, and commanding. He had an 
air of great authority, but somewhat stem, wanting that 
sweetness and benignity which tempered the authoritati\’p 
demeanour of the admiral. Indeed, there was a certain 
asperity in his temper, and a dryness and abruptness in hi^ 
manners, which made him mawy enemies; yet, notwithstand-* 
ing these external defects, lie was of a generous disposition, 
free from all arrogance or malevolence, and as placable as he 
was brave. * ' 

He was a thorough seaman, understanding both the theoiy 
and practice of his profession ; having been formed, in a 
great measure, under the eye of the admiral, and being but 
little inferior to him in science. He was superior to him in 
the exercise of the pen, according to Las Casas, who had 
letters and manuscripts of both in his possession. He was 
acquainted with Latin, but does not appear to have been 
highly educated; his knowledge, like that of his brother, 
bemg chiefly derived from a long couiw of varied experience 
and attentive obseivation. Equiilly vigorous and penetrating 
in intellect with the admiral, but less enthusiastic in spirit 
and soaring in imagination, and with loss simplicity of heart, 
he surpassed him in the ^subtle and adroit miuiagement of 
business, was more attentive to his interests, and had more of 
that worldly wisdom which is so importiint in the ordinary 
concerns of lifel’ His genius might never have enkindled 
him to the sublime speculation which ended in th-e discovery 
of a world, but his practical sagacity wasccalcidated to turn 
that discovery to gdvantage. Such is the description of 
Bartholomew Columbus, as furnished by the venerable Las 
Casas, from personal observation and it will b^ found to 
accord with his actions throughout the remaining history of 
the admiral, in the events of #hich che takes a conspicuous 
pjirt. 

Anxious to relieve himself from the pressure of public 
business, which weighed heavily upon him during,his present 
malady, Columbus immediately invested his brother Bartho¬ 
lomew with the title and authority of Adelantado, aif office 
Las Casas, Hist Ind., lib. i. cap. 29. 
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equivalent to that of jicutenant-govemor. He considered 
himself entitled to do so from the articles of his arrangement 
with the sovereigns, but it was looked upon by King Fer- 
* dinand as an undue assumption of power, and gave great 
offence to that jealous monarch, who was exceedingly^ tena¬ 
cious of the prerogatives of the croAvn, and considered dignities 
of this rank and importance as only to be conferred by royal 
mandate.* Columbus, however, w'as not actuated in this 
appointment by a mere desire to aggrandize his family. He 
felt the importance of his brother*s assistance in the present 
critical state of the colony, but that this co-operatfion would 
be inefficient unless it bore the stamp of high official autho- 
ritjv In fact, during the feiv months that he had been absent, 
the whole island had bcfome a scene of discord and violence, 
in consequence of the neglect, or rather the flagrant violation, 
of those rules which he had j)rescribed for the maintenance of 
its tranquillity. A brief retrospect of the recent affairs of the 
colony is here necessaiy to explain their present confusion. 
It will exhibit one of the many instances in which Columbus 
was doomed to reap the fruits of the evil seed sown by his 
adversaries. 


CHAPTER n.—[1494.] 

It will be recollected, that before departing on his voyage, 
Columbus hud given tlie command of the army to Don Pedro 
Margarite, with orders to make,, a^iilitary tour of the island, 
awing the natives by a display of military force, but con¬ 
ciliating their good-w'ill by equitable and amicable treatment. 

The island was, at tlj^s time, divided iifto five domains, 
each govesned by a cacique, of absolute un(f hereditary 
power, to whom aogreat number of inferior caciques yielded 
tributary allegiance. The first or mosj important domain 
comprised the middle part of the Royal Vega. It was a rich, 
lovely cototry, partly cultivated afto the imperfect manner 
of the natives, partly covered with noble forests, studded with 
Indian towns, and w»ter^‘ by numerous rivers, many of 
which, rolling down from the mountains of Cibao, On its 
southern frontier, had gold-dust mingled with their sands. 
The name qjf the cacique was Guarionex, whose ancestors had 
long ruled ovq?: the province. 

The*second, called Marien, was under the sway of Guaoa<* 
~ « Ub €a8as, Hist lad., lib. t cap. 101. 



286 


LDTE AND VOYAGES 0^ COLUMBUS. 

nEgari, on whose coast Columbus been wrecked in his 
first voyage. It was a large and fertne territory, extending 
along the northern coast from Cape St. Nicliolas at the 
western extremity of the island, to the great river Yagui, ' 
afterwards called Monte Christi, and including the northern 
part of the Royal Vega, since called the plain of Cape Francois, 
now Cape Haytien. 

The third bore the name of Maguana. It extended along 
the southern coast from the river Ozema to the lakes, and 
comprised the chief part of the centre of the island lying along 
the southern face of the mountains of Cibao, the mineral dis¬ 
trict of llayti. It was under the dominion of the Carib 
cacique. Caonabo, the most fierce and puissant of the savage 
chieftains, and the inveterate enemy qf the white men. * • , 

The fourth took-! its name from Xaragua, a large lake, and 
was the most populous and extensive of all. It comprised the 
whole western coast, including the long promontory of Cape 
Tiburon, and extended for a considerable distance along the 
southern side of the island. The inhabitants were finely 
formed, had a noble air, a more agreeable elocution, and more 
soft and giaceful manners than the natives of the other parts 
of the island. The sovereign was named Beliechio ; his sister, 
Anacaona, celebrated throughout the island for her beauty, 
was the favourite wife of the neighbouring cacique Gaonabo. 

The fifth domain was Higuey, and occupied tlie whole 
eastern part of the island, bfiing bounded on the north by the 
Hay of Samana and part of the river Yuna, and on the w'cst, 
oy the Ozeraa. The inhabitants were the most active an\l 
warlike people of the island, having learnt the use of the bow 
and arrow from the Caribs, who made frequen^ descents upon 
their coasts; they were said also to mak% use of poisoned 
weapons. Their brt^very, however, was but comparative, and 
vras found eventually of little avail against the terror of Eu¬ 
ropean aims. They were governed by a caciqiie named 
Cotubanama.* 

Such were the five territorial divisiciis of island at the 
time of its discovery. The amount of its population has nevej 
^een clearly ascertained; some have stated it at a milUon ol 
souls, though this is considered an exaggeration^ It must, 
however, have been very numerous, and sufficient, in CJise of 
any general hostility, to endanger the safety of a han&ful of 
* Charlevoix, Hist. St. Domingo, lib. i. p. 69.^ 
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Europeans. Clolumbus trusted for safety partly to the awe 
inspired by the weapons and horses of the Spaniards, and the 
^idea of their superhuman nature, but chiefly to the measures 
be had taken to eoneiliate the good-will of the Indians by 
gentle and beneficent treatment. 

Margarite set forth on his expedition with the greater part 
of the forces, leaving Alonzo de Ojeda in command of the 
fortress of St. Thomas. Instead, however, of commencing by 
exploring the rough mountains of Cibao, as he had been com¬ 
manded, he descended into the fertile region of the Vega. 
Here he lingered among the populous and hospitable Indian 
villages, forgetful of the object of his command, and of the 
instructions left him by the admiral. A commander who 
if: Idpscs from duty himself is little calculated to enforce disci¬ 
pline. The sensual indulgences of Mal'gaSfite were imjtated 
Isy his followers, and his army soon became little better than 
a crew of riotous marauders. The Indians, for a tkne, sup¬ 
plied them with provisions with their wonted hospitality, but 
the scanty stores of those abstemious yet improvident people 
were soon exhausted by the Spaniards; one of whom they 
declared would consume more in a day than would support an 
Indian for a month. If provisions were withheld, or scantily 
funiished, they were taken with violence ; nor w'as any com¬ 
pensation given to the natives, nor means taken to soothe 
their irritation. The avidity for gold also led to a thousand 
acts of injustice and oppression; fout above all, the Spaniards 
ojjtraged the dearest feelings of the natives, by their licentious 
conduct with respect to the women. In fact, instead of 
guests, they soon assumed the tone of imperious masters: 
instead of ^enlightened benefactors, they became sordid and 
sensual oppressors; 

Tidings of these excesses, and of the disgust and impatience 
they were awakening among the natives, soon reac^d Don 
Diego Columbus. "With tlie concurrence of the council, he 
wrote to Margarite reprehending his conduct, and requesting 
him to proceed on th* military tour, according to the com¬ 
mands of the admiral. The pride of Margarite took fire at 
this reproof*, he ednsidered, or rather pretended to consider 
himself ind<^pendent in his command, and above all responsi¬ 
bility to the council for his conduct. Being of an ancient 
family* also, and a favourite the king, he affected to look 
down with"*contempt upon the newly-corned nobility of Diego 
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(Mumbus^ His letters, in reply to the orders of the presi«> 
dent and council, were couched in #^tone either of haughty 
contumely or of military defiance. He continued with his fol¬ 
lowers quartered in the Vega, persisting in a course of out-* 
rages and oppressions ^atal to the tranquillity of the island. 

He was supported in his arrogant defiance of authority by 
the cavaliers and adventurers of noble birth who were initjbe 
colony, and who had been deeply wounded in the proud punc¬ 
tilio so jealously guarded by a Spaniard. They could nyt 
forget nor forgive the stern equity exercised by the admiral in 
a time oi emergency, In making them submit to the privations 
and .share the labours of the \nilgar. Still" less could they 
brook the authority of his brother Diego, destitute of his high 
persoiutl claims to distinction. Thyy formed, therefcfrc, 'a ^ 
kind of aristocrati^l faction in th<^ colony ; affecting to con¬ 
sider Ciolumbus and his family as mere mercenary and upstart 
foreigiierg, building up thejr own fortunes at the expense of 
the toils and sufferings of the community, and the degradation 
of Spanish hidalgos and cavaliers. 

In addition to these partisans, Margarite had a powerful 
ally in his fellow-countryman, Friar Boyle, the head of the 
religious fraternity, one of the members pf the coimcil, and 
apostolical vicar of the New World, It is not OEisy to ascer¬ 
tain the original cause of the hostility of this holy friar to the 
admiral, who was never wanting in respect to the clergy. 
Various altercations, howevlr, had taken place between them. 
Some say that the ;friar interfered in respect to the strict 
measures deemed necessary by the admiral for the security of 
the colony; others that he resentod the fancied indignity 
offered to hibiself and his household, in putting them on the 
same short allowance with the common peo^ple. He appears, 
however, to have b(jen generally disappointed and disgusted 
with the sphere of action afforded by the colony, and to have 
looked back with regret to the Old World. He hoji none of 
that enthusiastic zeal and persevering self-devotion, which 
induced so many of the Spanish missionaries to brave all the 
hardships and privations of the New World, in the hope of 
converting its pagan inhabitants. * 

Bhcotiraged and fortified by such powerful por^sans, Mar¬ 
garite xoally began to consider himself above the temporary 
authorities of the island. Whenever he came to Isabena, ha 
took no notieo of Don Diego Oolumbus, nor paid tSiiy respect 
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to the councilt but acted ag if he had paramount command. 
He formed a cabal of ifiost of those who were disaffected to 
Columbus, and discontented with their abode in the colony, 
• ^mong these the Jtendjng agitator was Friar Boyle. It was^ 
concerted among, them to take possession of the ships which 
had brought out Don Bartholomew Columbus, and to return 
in them to Spain. Both Margarite and Boyle possessed the 
favour of the king, and they deemed it would be an easy 
matter to justify their abandonment of their military and reli¬ 
gious commands by a pretended zeal for the public good; 
hurrying home to represent the disastrotfs state of the country, 
through the tyranny and oppression of its rulers. Some havo 
ascribed the abrupt departure of Margarite his fear of a 
^ sevei't; military investigation of his conduct on the return of 
the admiral; others to nil having, in tlie course of his licen¬ 
tious amours, contracted a msdady at that time new add un¬ 
known, and which he attributed tp the climate, and hoped to 
cure by medical assistance in S^in. Whatever may havA 
been the cause, his measures were taken with great precipi¬ 
tancy, without any consultation of the proper authorities, or 
any regard to the cousequeuces of his departure. Accompa¬ 
nied by a bdnd of ipalcontents, he and Friar Boyle took pos¬ 
session of some ships in the harbour, and set sail for Spain; 
the first general and apostle of the New "Wovld thus setting 
the flagrant example of unauthorized abandomueut. of their 
posts. • 

• CHAPTER III.—[1494.1 

Tb e departure of iPec^o Margarite left th^ army without a 
head, and eput an end to what little restraint br discipline 
remained. Ther^, is no rabble so licentious as soldiery left to 
their own direction in a defenceless counter. Ibey now roved 
about in bands., or singly, according to their caprice, scattering 
themselves among the Indian villages, and indulging in all 
kinds of excesses, either as prompted by avarice or sensqnlity. 
The natives, indignantibt having tiieir hospitality thus requited, 
refused any longer to furnish them with food. In a little 
while the Spaniards began to experience tbe pressure of 
hunger, ai^ seized upon provisions wherever they could be 
fouim* acci^iapanyiiig these seizures with acts of wanton vio¬ 
lence* At length, by a s^i^ of flagrant outrages, the gentle 
and padfls nature of this people was rpused to xesentn^t. 
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and from confiding and hospitable ho^s, they were converted 
into vindictive enemies. All the precautions enjoined by 
Columbus having been neglected, the evils he had appre¬ 
hended came to pass. Though the Indians, naturally timid, 
dared not contend with the Spaniards while they kept up any 
combined and disciplined force, yet they took sanguinaiy 
vengeance on them whenever they met with small parties pr 
scattered individuals, roving about in quest of food. Encou¬ 
raged by these petty triumphs, and the impunity which scem^ 
to attend them, their hostilities grew more and more alarming^ 
Guatiguana, cacique of a large town on the banks of the Grand 
River, in the dominions of Guarionex, sovereign of the Vega, 
put to'death ten Spaniards, who had quartered themselves in 
his town and outraged the inhabitant# by their licentiousness, 
He followed up this massacre, by setting fire to a house in 
which forty-six Spaniards were lodged.'*^ Flushed by this 
success, he threatened to attack a small fortress called Mag¬ 
dalena, which had recently been built in his neighbpurhood 
in the Vega^, so that the commander, Luisde Arriaga, having 
but a feeble garrison, was obliged to remain shut up within 
its walls until relief should arrive from Isabella. 

The most formidable enemy of the Spaniards, however, 
was Caonabo, the Carib cacique of Maguana. With natm’al 
talents for war, and intelligence superior to the ordinary 
range of savage intellect, he hkd a proud and daring spirit to 
uige him on, tliree valiant filrothers to assist him, and a nume¬ 
rous tribe at his coramand.f He had always felt jealous pf 
the intrusion of the white men into the island; but particu¬ 
larly exasperated by the establishme«t of the fortress of St. 
Thomas, erected in the vrary centre of his dominions. As long 
as the army lay within call in the Vega^ he was deterred fi*om 
any attack; but wh|in, on the departure of Margarite, it be¬ 
came dismembered and dispersed, the time for striking a sig¬ 
nal blow seemed arrived. The fortress remained isol&ted, with 
a garrison of only fifty men. 'By a sudden and secret move¬ 
ment, he might oveiwhelm it,with hisi forces, and repeat the 
horrors which he had wreaked upon La Kavidad. 

The wily cacique, however, bad a different hind of enemy 
to deal with in the commander of St. Thomas. ^Alonzo de 
Djeda had been schooled in Moorish wwfaxe. He was versed 
in all kinds of feints, stratagems, lurking ambuscadel, and 
* iierterai Hkt lad., decad. 1. lib. ii cap. Id. *t Ibid. 
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wild assatilts. No man was more fitted, therefore, to cope 
with Indian warriors. fHe had a headlong courage, arising 
partly from the natural heat and riolence of his disposition, 
• and^ in a great measure, from religious superstition. He had 
been engaged in wars with Moors and Indians, in public 
battles and private combats, in fights, feuds, and encoimters of 
all kinds, to which he had been prompted by a rash and fiery 
spirit, and a love of adventure; yet he had never been 
w'onnded, nor lost a drop of blood. He began to doubt 
whether any weapon had power to harm him, and to consider 
himself under the special protection of the holy yirgin. As a 
kind of religious talisman, he bad a small Flemish x>ainting of 
the Virgin, given him by his patron, Fonseca, bishop of JBada- 
^joz. 'This he constantly^ carried with him, in city, camp, or 
field, making it the object of his frequent orisons and invoca¬ 
tions, In garrison or encampment, it was suspended in his 
chamber or his tent; in his rough expeditious in the wilder¬ 
ness, he carried it in his knapsack, and whenever leisure per¬ 
mitted, would take it out, fix it against a tree, and address his 
prayers to this military patroness.* In a word, he swore by 
the Virgin, he invoked the Virgin whether in brawl Or battle, 
and under the favour of the Virgin he was ready for any en¬ 
terprise or adventure. Such was this Alonzo de Ojeda; bi¬ 
goted in his devotion, reckless in his life, fearless in his spirit; 
like many of the roving Spahish cavalibrs of those days. 
Though small in size, he was prodigy of strength and 
prowess; and the chroniclers of the early ^discoveries relate 
marvels of his valour and <pxploits. 

Having reconnoitred 4he fortress, CaonaUo assembled ten 
thousand warriors, armed with warielubs, bows and arrows, 
and lances hardeniMd in the fire; and making his way secretly 
through the forests, came suddenly in tha^neighboiurhood, ex¬ 
pecting to surprise the garrison ima state of careless security. 
He found Ojeda’s forces, however, drawn up W 9 ,rily within 
his tower, which, being built upon an almost insulated height, 
with a river nearly suiroonding it, and the remaining sp^ce 
traversed by a deep ditch, set m; defiance an attack by naked 
warriors. 

Foiled ujhis attempt, Caonabo now hoped to reduce'it by 
famine. For this purpose, he distributed his warriors througii 

* I^rrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i lib. viii. cap. 4 f. Pizarro YaronaM 
lUostics, cap. 8. 
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the adjacGUt forests; and waylaid otcit pass, so as to inteiv 
cept any supplies brought by the natJles, and to cut off’ aiiy 
Ibraging party from the. fortress. This siege, or investment, 
lasted for thirty days,"*^ and reduced the , garrison to great dis- • 
tress. There is a traditional anecdote, which Oviedo relates 
of Pedro Margarite, the former commander of this fcatressi 
but which may with more probability be ascribed to Alonso 
de Ojeda, as having occurred during this siege. At a tin|e 
when the garrison was sore pressed by famine, an Indian 
gained access to the fort, bringing a couple of wood-pigecto^ 
for the table of the commander. Ihe latter was in an apaiti 
ment of the tower auiTOunded by several of his officers. See¬ 
ing them regard the birds with the wistful eyes of famishing 
men, “ It is a pity,” said he,’ “ that l^ere-is not enough t6 give ^ 
us all a meal; I cannot consent to feast while the rest of you 
are starving:” so saying, he turned loose the pigeons from a 
window of the tower. 

During the siege, Ojeda displayed the greatest activity of 
spirit and fertility of resource. He baffled all the arts of the 
Carib chieftain, concerting stratagems of various kinds to re¬ 
lieve the garrison and annoy the foe. He sallied forth when¬ 
ever the enemy appeared in any force, leading the van with 
that headlong valour for which he was noted ; making great 
slaughter with his single arm, and, as usual, escaping unhurt 
from amidst showers or dai’ts and arrows. 

Caonabd^ saw many of ^his bravest warriors slain. His 
forces were dimihishing, for the Indians, unused to any pro¬ 
tracted operations of war, grew weary of this siege, and j%- 
tumed daily in •numbers to their J.ome8. He gave up all 
forther attempt, therefor^, on the fortress, and rotired^n fiUed 
with admiration of +he prowess and achievqjncnts of C^eda."} 

The restless chieftain was not discours^ed by the failure of 
this enterprise, but meditated schemes of a bolder and more 
extensivemature. Prowling in secret in the vtcini^jy of Isa¬ 
bella, he noted the enfeebled state of the settlement.! Many 
of the inhabitants were suffering unde^ various maladies, and 
most of the men capable ol*'bearing arms were distributed 
about the country, tie now conceived the project of a gene¬ 
ral league among the caciques, to surprise and overwhelm the 
settlement, ,and massacre the Spaniards wherever they Could 

* P. MArtfV, dcoad. i. lib. iv. f Ovie4o» Cronica 4fi las Iad(u» liU. 
lb, cap> 2, ! Hist, del Alminude^ cap. 60. 
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be fouji^. This handful of intruders once exterminated, he 
trusted the island wouldFbe delivered from all fiirtlier molest¬ 
ation of the kind; little dreaming of the hopeless nature of 
•the contest, and that where the civilized man once plants his 
foot, the power of the sfivage is gone for ever. 

Reports of the profligate conduct of the Spaniards had 
spread throughout the island, and inspired hatred and hostil¬ 
ity. even among tribes who had never beheld them, nor suf¬ 
fered from their misdeeds. Caonabo found three of the 
sovereign caciques inclined to co-operate with him, though 
impressed with deep awe of the supernatural power of the 
Spaniards, and of their terrific arms and animals. The league, 
however, met with unexpected opposition in the fifth cacique, 
, Guacanagari, the sovereign of Marien. His conduct in this 
time of danger completely manifested the injustice of the sus¬ 
picious which had been entertained of him by the Spaniards. 
He refused to join the other caciques with his forces, or to 
violate those laws of hospitality by which he had considered 
himself bound to protect and aid the Vhite men, ever since 
they had been shipwrecked on his coast, He remained 
quietly in his dominions, entertaining at his own expense a 
hundred of the suffering soldiery, and sujiplying all their 
wants with his accustomed generosity. 'Hiis conduct drew 
upon him the odium and hostility of his fellow caciques, par¬ 
ticularly of the fierce Carib, Caomibo, and his brother-in-law, 
Behcchio, They made iiniptionif into his ti^itories, and in¬ 
flicted on him various injuries and indignities. Behcchio 
kflled one -of his wives, qnd Caonabo carried another away 
captive.’*^ Nothing, however, could shake^the devotion of 
Guacanagani to the Spaniards; and as his dominions lay im¬ 
mediately adjacent to the settlement, and those of some of the 
other caciques were very remote, the 'want of his co-operation 
impeded for some time the hostile designs of his confederates.f 
Such WHS the critical state to which the affetirs of the colony 
had been reduced, and such the bitter hostility en^ndered 
among the people of tljp island, .during the absence of Colum¬ 
bus, and merely in consequence of violating aU his regulations. 
Margarite and Friar Boyle had hastened to Spain to make 
false repre^ntations of the miseries of the island. Had they 
remained faithfully at their ppsts, and discharged zealously 

* * Rist. del Almirante, cap. 60 . 

t Herrera, Hist Ind. decad. i. Ub. 2 i. cap. Iff. 
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the trust confided to them, those miseries might have been 
easily remedied, if not entirely prevented. ' 

CHAPTER IV.—[1494.] , 

IjAMEDiATELir after the return of Columbus from Cuba, 
while he was yet confined to his bed by indisposition, he was 
mtified by a voluntary* visit from Guacanagari, who mai?i> 
tested the greatest concern at Lis illness, ^r he appears jto 
have always entertained an affectionate reverence for the ad¬ 
miral, He again spoke with tears of 4he massacre of Fort 
Nativity, dwelling on the exertions he had made in defence of 
the SpLiiards. He now informed Columbus of the secect 
league foming among the ||Caciques; of his opposition to it, 
and the consequent persecution he had suffered; of the mur¬ 
der of one of his wives, hnd the capture of miother. He* 
urged the admiral to be on his guard against; the designs of 
Caonabo, and offered to lead his subjects* to the field, to fight 
by the side of the ^aniards, as well out of friendship for 
them, as in revenge ©f his own injuiies,* 

Coluihbus had always retained a deep sense of the ancient 
kindness of Guacanagari, and was rejoiced to have all suspi¬ 
cion of his good^ith thus effectually dispelled. Their former 
amicable intercourse was renewed, with this difference, that 
the man whom Guacanagari had once relieved and succoured 
as a shipwrecked stranger, had suddenly become the arbiter 
of , the fate of himself and ail his^countrymen. 

The manner in which this peaceful island had been exas¬ 
perated and embroiled by the licentious conduct of the Euto- 
peans, was a mattfer of deep concern to Columbus. He saw 
all his plani of deriving an immediate revenue^to the sove¬ 
reigns complet^y impeded. To restore |,he isl^d to tran-’ 
quillity required'f'skilful'^ management. His forces were but 
nmall, and the aW^ In which the natives had stood of the 
white men, os supernatural beings, been insqme degree 
dispelled. He too ill to take a person^ ia any 
warlike enterprise; lus brotl^r was no^ df a military 

eharactfer, and Bartlibloiiaew was yet a stranger among the 
'Spaniards, and regarded by the l^difig men ynith jealousy. 
Stdl Uol^bus considered the threalibi^ combination of the 
eaciques as but imperfegti^ formed; he trusted to their want 
fff bUU and experience m warfare, and conceived that by 
« HerreTa. itist. Ind., d^cad. i. lib. ii. cap. 16. 
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prompt measures, by proceeding in detail, punishing some, 
conciliating others, andpuniting force^ gentleness, and strata- 
gem, he might succeed in dispelling tiie threatened storm. 

• His first care was to send a body of armed men to the re¬ 
lief of Fort Magdalena, menaced with destruction by Guati- 
guana, the caciqUe of the Grand River, who had massacredT the 
Spaniards quartered in his town, paving relieved the for¬ 
tress, the troops overran the territqiy of Ountiguana, killing 
many of his warribra, and carrying others off captives: the 
chieftain ^himself rohde his escape.^ He was* tributfip’ to 
Guariondx, sovereign cacique of the Royal^'Vega. As this 
Indian prince reigned over a great and populous CfKtent of 
country, his friendship was Wghly important to the'prosperity 
* of the colony, while there was iraBainent risk of his hostility, 
•from the unbridled.exceSses of Ihe Siwuiiards who bad been 
quartered in his dominions. Columbus sent for him, there¬ 
fore, and explained; to him tiiat these excesses had been^h^ 
violation of his orders, and contrary to his good int^tions 
tcwai’ds the natives, whom it was hi^ wish in every way to 
please and benefit. He explained, likewise, that th^ expedi¬ 
tion against Guatiguana w'as an act of mere individual 
punishment, not of hostility against the tdlfritories of .pua- 
rionex. The cacique was pf a quiet and placable disposition, 
and whatever anger he might have felt was easily soothed. 
To link him in some degree to the Spanish interest, Columbus 
prevailed on him to givf his daughter in marriage to the 
Indian interpreter, Diego Coldn.f As a stronger precaution 
a^inst any hostility on the pait of the cacique, and to insuie 
tranquillity in the impor^nt region of the he ordered a 
fortress to l^e erected in we mi^t of. territories, which he 
named Fort Conqpption. The easy caciquc^^^ a^eed wi^out 
hesitation to a mCas^'c fniught witb^^ruin' ^ himself, and fu¬ 
ture slavery to his^^qWeets. ^ ^ 

The mQ8tiffirmida.bro enemy remained to be disposed of,— 
Caonabo, * JJis territories lay in the central and mountainous 
parts of the island, rend^rm difficult ^of acceas by rugged 

♦ HeiM»,decad.illb. ^ ^ ‘ 

t P. Martjrf deead. k Ub.ivF Qio. Battista Spotamo, in his Memoir 
of ColuinbuB* has been led into an error by the ^name of this Indian, 
and observes that Coltunbas had a brotl^r . named Biego, of whom be 
seemedsto he ashamed, and whom he sutnied to the daughter of an 
Indian i^ef. 
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rocks, entangled forests, and frequent; rivers. To make wirf 
upon this subtle and ferocious chieitidn, in the depths of his 
wild woodland territory, and among the fastnesses of his 
mountains, where, at every step, there would be danger oT‘ 
nmhush, would be a work of time, peril, and uncertain issue. 
In the meanwhilej the settlements would never be secure from 
his secret and daring enterprises, and the working of the 
mines would be subject to frequent, interruption. White 
perplexed on this Subject, Columbus vi^as relieved by an ofe 
of Alonzo de Ojeda, to take the Carib chieftain by stratageht, 
and deliver him alive into bis hands. The project was wild, 
haiairdous, and romantic, characteristic of Ojeda, who was 
fond of distinguishing himself by extravagant exploits and 
feats of desperate bravery, V . ‘ , 

Choosing ten bold and hardy followers, well armed and 
well mounted, and invoking the protection of his^ patroness 
the Virgin, whose image as usual he bonl^with him as a safe¬ 
guard, Ojeda plunged into the forest, and made his way 
above sixty leagues-into' the wild territories of Caonabo, 
whom he found in one of his most populous towms, the same 
now called Maguana, near the town of San Juan. Approach¬ 
ing the cacique with great deference as a sovereign pnnee, he 
professed to come on a fri'^ndly^ embassy from the admiral, 
who was Guamiquina, or chief of the Spaniards, and who had 
sent him an invaluable present. 

Caonabo had tried C)je<Sa in battle; be had witnessed his 
fiery prowess, and had conceived a warrior’s admiration of 
him. He received him with a degree of Chivalrous courtesy, 
if such a phrasetmay apply to the ^vage state and rude hos¬ 
pitality of *11 wild warrior of the forest. The free, fearless 
•deportment, the gi’cat perikmal strength,oh^d the surprising 
agility and adroitness d# Ojeda in all manl^ exercises, and in 
the use of all kindS. Gf weapons, w^re ^Iculated to delight a 
‘Savage, and he soon became a great 1^voarite'wi|h.^<3aonabo. 

Ojeda now used all his influence /to lU'Cvail upon the 
cacique to repair to Isabella, for purpose of making a 
treaty with, Columbus,, and becoming the ally and fri^d of 
the Spaniards. It is shid that h%c^red him, a hire, the 
bell of the chapel of Isabella. l»ell wus tl^p wonder of 

the island. When the Xn*^n heard it ringing for aud 
beheld the Spaniards hastening towards »the chapelt they 
imagined that it talked, and that the %hite men on^d it. 
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Regarding with superstition all things connecsted with the 
Sjinniards, they iookeePupon this beu as something super¬ 
natural, and in their usual phrase, said it had come from 
•*‘Turey,” or the afeies. Caonabo had heard the beH at a 
distance, in his prowlings about the settlement, and had 
longed to see it; but when it was proffered to him as a 
present of peace, he found it impossible to resist the temp¬ 
tation/ He agi’eed, therefore, to set out for Isabella; but 
when the time came to depart, Ojeda beheld with surprise a 
powerful force of whrriora assembled and ready to march. 
He asked the meaning of tU'king such an army on a mere 
friendly visit; the cacique proudly replied that did not 
befit a gi-eat prince like himself to go forth scantily attended* 
,C)jeda was Uttle satisfied yith thi» reply; he knew the warlike 
character of Caonabo, and his deep subtlety; he feared some 
sinister design; a surprise of the fortress of Isabella, or an 
attempt upon the person of the admiral. He knew also that 
it w'as the wish of Columbus, either to make peace with the 
cacique, or to get possession of his perte without the alter¬ 
native of open warfiire. He had recomse to a stratagem, 
therefore, which has an air of fable and romance, but which 
is recorded by all the contemporary historians with trivial 
variations, and which, Las, Casas assm’cs us, was in current 
circulation in the island when he arrived there, about six 
years after the event. It accords, too, with the adventurous 
and extravagant charact<n: of th5 man, and with the wild 
stratagems and vaunting exploits incident to Indian warfare. 

in the course of their march, having halted near the Little 
Yagui, a considerable bimneh of the NeybaT Ojeda one day 
produced a %et of manacles of polished steel, so highly bur¬ 
nished that they locked like silver. These he assured Caonabo 
were royal ornaments which had crane f^om heaven, or the 
Turey of Biscay ;* th^t they were word by the monarchs of 
Castile on*«0memn dances, and other high festivities, and were 
intended as presents to the cacique. He proposed that 
Caonabo should go tOKvthe rivmr and bathe, aiiber which he 
should be decorated with these ornaments, mounted on the 
horse of Ojeda, and should return in the state of a Spanish 
monarch, astonish his subjects. The cjtcique was dazded 
with the gUttra* of the manacles, and flattered with the idea 

* Tlie principal iron nmna&otoiiea of Spain ore established in Biseay 
whore the ore is found In abniulaaQa. 
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of bestriding one of those tremendous animals so dreaded by 
bis countrymen. He repaired to the ?iver, and having bathed, 
was assisted to mount behind Ojeda, and the shackles were; 
adjusted. Ojeda made several circuits to gain space, folloM'cd 
by his little hand of horsemen, the Indians shrinking back 
from the prancing steeds. At length he made a wide sweep 
into the forest, nntil the trees concealed him from the s^fit 
of the army. His followers then closed round him, and 
drawing their swords, threatened Capnabo with instant death 
if he made the least noise or resistance. Binding him with 
cords to Ojeda, to prevent his falling or effecting an escape, 
they put spurs to their horses, dashed across the river, and 
made off through the woods with thefr prize."^ 

They had now fifty or -sixty leagues of wilderness to tra¬ 
verse on their way httmewards, with here and there large 
Indian towns. They had borne off their captive far beyond 
the pursuit of his subjects; but the utmost vigilance was 
requisite to prevent his esca^ during this long and toilsome 
journey, and to avpad exciting the hostilities of any con¬ 
federate cacique. They had to shun the populous parts of 
the country, therefore, or to pass through the Indian towns at 
full gallop, 'fhey suffered greatly from fatigue, hunger, and 
watchfulness; encountering many perils, fording and swim- 
mhag the numerous rivers of the plains, toiling through the 
deep tangled forests, and clambering over the high and rocky 
mountains. They accomplished ^l in safety, and Ojeda 
entered Isabella in triumph from this most daring and c^^ai- 
racteristic enterprise, with his wild Indian bound behind. 

Columbus cmild not refrain fil&m expressing his great 
satisfaction when this dangerous foe was delivCTed into his 
hands. The haughty Carib met him witlf a lofty and unsub* 
dued air, disdainmg to conciliate him by submission, or to 
deprecate his vengeance for the blood of white men which he 
had shed. He never bowed his spirit to cajjuvity; on the 
' contrary, though completely at 'the mercy of the Spaniards, 
he displayed that boasting defiance wliich is a part of Indian 
heroism, and which the savage maintains towards hi$ tor- 

* This romanUc exploit ol Ojeda is reoonded^at large I^ae Casas; 
by his copyist Herrera (decad. i. Uh. ii. cap. 16); by FerBando Pizarro, 
in his Varones Illustres del Nuevo Mundo; and by Charlevoix in his 
History of St. Domingo. Peter Martyr and others have given it, more 
concisely, alluding to, hut not inserting its romantic detaij^ 
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mentors, even amidst the agonies of the faggot and the stake. 
He vaunted his achievement in surprising and burning the 
fortress of Nativitv and slaughtering its gaiYison, and de¬ 
clared that he has secretly reconnoitred Isabella, with an 
intention of wreaking upon it the same desolation. 

Columbus, though struck with the heroism of the chieftain, 
considered him a dangerous enemy, whom, for the peace of 
the island, it was advisable to send to Spain; in the mean¬ 
time he ordered that he should be treated with kindness and 
respect, and lodged him in a part of his own dwelling, where, 
however, he kept him a prisoner in chains. This precaution 
must have been necessary, from the insecurity of his prison; 
for Las Casas observes, that the admiral’s house not being 
Spacious, nor having amny chambers, the passers by in the 
street could see the captive chieftain from the portal.’*^ 

Caonabo always maintained a haughty deportment towards 
Columbus, while he never evinced the least animosity against 
Ojeda. He rather admired the latter as a consummate war¬ 
rior, for having pqunced upon him, arid borne him off in , this 
hawk-like manner, from the very midst of his fighting-men. 

When Columbus entered the apartment where Caonabo 
was confined, all present rose, according to custom, and paid 
him reverence; the cacique alone neiUier moved nor took 
any notice of him. On the contrary, when Ojeda entered, 
though small in person and without external state, Caonabo 
rose and saluted him wdth profound respect. On being asked 
the reason of this, Columbus being Guamiquina, or great 
chief over all, and Ojeda but one of his sjibjects, the proud 
Csirib replied, that tl» admiral had never d^red to come 
personallyHo his house and seize him; it was only through 
the valour of Oj«da he was his pristmer; to Ojeda, therefore, 
he owed reverence, not to the admiral.fo 

The captivity of Caonabo was deeply felt by his subjects, 
for the Wtives of this island seem generally to have been 
extremely loyal, and strongly attached to their caciques- One 
of the brothers of Cbonabo,^^ warrior of great courage and 
address, and very popnlat ^ong the Indians, assembled on 
army of naore than seven thousand men, and led them secretly 
* to the neighbourhood of St. Thomas, where Ojeda was again 
in command. His intention was to surprise a number of 
® ' * Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib, I cap. 

f has Casas, ubi sup. 
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SpsniaEds^ in hopes of obtaining his brother in exchange fo?r 
them. Ojeda, as usual, had notice of the design, but was not 
again to be shut up in Ids fortress. Having been rein¬ 
forced by a detachment sent by. the Adelantado, he 
left a sufficient force iu garrison, and mth the remainder, and 
his little troop of horse, set off boldly to meet the savagas. 
The brother of Caonabo, when he saw the Spaniards approach! 
ing, showed some military ehill, disposing his army in 
battalions. The impetuous attack of Ojeda, however, with^ 
his handful of horsemen, threw the Indian warriors intOv 
sudden panic. At the furious onset of th§se steel-clad beings, 
wielding their flashing weapons, and bestriding what ap¬ 
peared to be fcrociouS'^asts of prey, they threw down their 
weapons, and took to flight: many ^ere slain, more were ^ 
taken prisoners, and among the latter was the brother of 
Caonabo, bravely fighting in a righteons yet desperate canso,* 

CHAPTER V.—[1494.] / 

The colony was still suffering greatly from w#t of provi¬ 
sions ; the European stock was nearly exhausted, and such 
was the ‘dleness and improvidence of t^e colonists, or the 
confusion into which they had been thrown by the hostilities 
of the natives, or such was their exclusive eagerness after the 
precious metals, that they seein Jo have neglected the true 
wealth of the island, its quid? ana productive soil, and to have 
been in constant danger of famine, though in the ^ midst o^jf 
fertility. 

At length they Vere relieved by the arrival of four ships, 
commanded by Antonio Torres, which brought*an ample 
supply of provisions. There were also a physician and an apo¬ 
thecary, whose aid was greatly needed in the sickly state of the 
colony; hut above ml, there were medimes, millers, fisher¬ 
men, gardeners, and husbandmen,-^the Idnd o£ popula- 

lioa for a colony. 

Torres brought letters from the sovereigns (dated Au^st 
16, 1494,) of ffie most gratifying kind, exp^’^ssing the highest 
satisffiction ^at the accounts sent home by tbe admiral, and 
acknowledging that everything in the'^oourse of jiis disco-" 
veries had turned out as he had predicted. They evinced tlje 

* Oviedo, Cronica de las ladias, Uk. hi cap. 1. Charlevoix,*^Hitt. 
St. Domingo, lib. U. p. ISl* 
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liveliest interest in tlj^ affairs nf tie colony, and a desire of 
receiving frequent intelligence a^ to his situation, proposing 
tliat a caravel should sail each month from Isabella and Spain. 
They informed hith that all differences with Portugal were 
amicably , adjusted, and acquainted him with the conventional 
agreement with that power relative to a geographical Kne, 
separating their newly-discovered possessions; requesting 
him to respect this agreement in the course of his discoveries. 
As in a(^usting the arrangement with Portugal, and in 
drawing me proposed line, it was important to- have the ,beet 
advice, the sovereigns requested Columbus to return and be 
present at the convention; or, in case ;|hat should be incon¬ 
venient, to send his brother Bartholomew, or any other person 
whom he should considfer fiiUy competent, furnished with such 
maps, charts, and designs as might be of service in the nego- 
^ation.^ 

There was another letter, addressed generally to the 
inhabitants, of the colony, and to all who should proceed on 
voyages o^j^^iscqvery, commanding them to obey Columbus as 
implicitly as’they would the sovereigns themselves, under pain 
of their high displeasure, and a fine of ten thousand mara- 
vedies, for each offence. 

Such was the well-merited confidence reposed at this 
moment by the sovereigns, in Columbus, but which was soon 
to be blighted by the reports of worthless men. 

He was already aware of the complaints and misrepresenta¬ 
tions which had been sent home from the colony, and which 
would be enforced by Margarite and Fri(jr Boyle. He was 
aware that his standii% in Spain was of that uncertain kind 
W’hich a stranger always possesses in! the service of a foreign 
country where Hfe has no friends nor connexions to supiiort 
him, and where even his‘ very merits inorease the eagerness of 
envy to. cast him down. His efforts to promote the working 
of* the foines, and to explore the resources of the island, had 
been impeded by the misccmduct of. Margarite and the dis¬ 
orderly lifo of the S|laniards in general, yet he apprehended 
that the vbry evils which they had produced would be alleged 
against him, and the want of profitable returns be cited to 
discreditfand embarrass expeditions. 

"IUj counteract any misrepresentations of the kind, Columbus 
hastened the returh' of the ships, and would have returned 
* Herrera, deead. L Ub. ii. cap. 17. 
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with &eia, not merely to tsomply wi^ the wishes of the 
soverei^s in being present at the setSement of the geogra- 
phieal line, but to vindicate himself and his enteiprises from 
the iwpersions of his enemies. The malady, however, which 
confined him to his bed prevented‘%is departure, and his 
htother Bajrtholomew was re<|uired to aid, with his practical, 
good sense, and his resolute spirit, in regulating the disordered! 
af^irs of the island. , It was determined, therefore, to send 
home his brother Diego, to attend to the wishes of the sove- \ 
reigns, and to take care of his interests at court. At the ' 
same time, he exerted himself to the ufrnost to send by the 
ships satisfactory proofs of the value of his discoveries. He 
remitted by them all the gold that he could collect, with^ 
specimens of other metals, and of varkjus fruits and valuable' 
plants, which he had collected either in Hispaniola or in the 
course of his voyage. In his eagerness to produce immediate 
profit, and to indemnify the sovereigns for those expenses 
which bore hard upon the royal treasury, he sent, likewise, 
above five hundred Indian prisoners, who, he suggested, might 
be sold as slaves at Seville. 

It is painful to find the brifiiant renown of Columbus sullied 
by 80 foul a stain. The customs of the times, however, must 
be pleaded in his apology. The precedent had been given 
long before, by both Spaniards and Portuguese, in their 
African discoveries, wherein Jthe traffic in slaves had. formed 
one of the greatest sources of profit. In fact, the practice 
had been sanctioned by the church itself, and the most learned 
theologians had pronounced all barbarous and infidel nations 
who shut theij^ ears to the truths of Christianity, fair objects 
of war and rapine, of captivity and slavery. If’tJolumbus 
needed any practical illustration of this doctrine, he had it in 
t^e conduct of Ferdinand biinself, ifi his late wars with the 
Moors pf Ghranada, in which he had always been surrounded 
by a crowd of ghostly advisers, and had professed to every 
thing for the glory aa<|* advancement of the< frith. In this 
holy war, as*it was termed, it was a comtedn practice to make 
inroads into the Moorish territories and carry off camlffadas, 
not Aerely of flocks and herds, but of. human beings, and 
those i|bt‘ warriors taken with weapons in their hands, but 
quiet villagers, labouring peasantry, and« helpless 'women ^hd 
children. These were carried" to the imurt at Seville, or to 
other populous towns, and sold into slavery. The capture of 
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Malaga was a memorable instance, where, as a punishment for 
an obstinate and, btafe defence, which should have excited 
admiration rather than revenge, eleven thousand people of 
both sexes, and of^|dl ranks and ages, many of them highly 
cultivated and delicately reared, were suddenly tom from 
their homes, severed from each other, and swept into menial 
slavery, even though half of their ransoms h^ been paid. 
The circumstances are not advanced to vindicate, but to pal¬ 
liate the conduct of Columbus, He acted but in conformity 
to the customs of the times, and was sanctioned by the 
example of the sovereign under whom he served. Las Casas, 
the zealous and enthusiastic advocate of the Indians, who 
suffers no opportunity to escape him of exclaiming in vehe¬ 
ment terms against thejr slavery, speaks with indulgence of 
Columbus on this bead. If those pious and learned men, he 
observes, w^hom the sovereigns took for guides and imtruc- 
tors, were so ignorant of the injustice of this practice, it is no 
wonder that the unlettered admiral should not be conscious 
of its impropriety,^ 

CHAPTER VI.—[1494.] 

Notwithstanbino tbe defeat of the Indians by Ojeda, 
they still retained hostile intentions against the Spaniards. 
The idea of their cacique being a prisoner, and in chains, 
enraged the natives of Mag^ana^ and the general sympathy 
mfinifestcd by other tribes of the island, shows how widely 
tbat intelligent savage had extended his influence, and how 
greatly he was admirec^ He had still active and powerful 
relatives remaining, to attempt his rescue, or reti?ngc his fall. 
One of his brotJ):ers, Manicaotex by name, a Carib, bold and 
warlike as himself, succeeded to tiic sway over his subjects. 
His favoiirite wife also, AnacJmna, so frSnous for her charms, 
had gre%t influence^Bver hei brother Behechio, cacique of the 
populous province of Xaragua. Through these means a 
violent and general Jiostilitv to th^' Spaniards ^as excited 
throughout tlie isl^d, and the formidable league of the 
caciques, which Gaonahb had in vain attempted to accomplish 
when at large, was produced by his paptivity. Guacanagari,, 
tbo cacique of Marien, alone remained friendly % the 
Spaniards, giving them timely information of the gathering 
* Las Casasi Hist. lud., tom. L cap. 122, MS. 
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stonn, ai^d oiFenng to take tke field with them as a Mthfu! 

. • * 

jfhe protracted ttlness bf Columbus, the scautin^ss of his ^ 
militarv for^, aud the wretched state of die colonists in 
gl^eral, reduced by sickness and scarcity te" great bodily 
weakness, had hitlierto induced him to try every means of 
conciliation and stratagem to avert and dissolve the confbdc|- 
racy. He had at length recovered his health, and his followers 
were in some degree refireshed and invigorated by the suppli^ 
brought by the ships. At this time, he received intelligence 
that the allied caciques were actually assembled in great force, 
in the vega, within two days’ mai-ch of Isabella, with an 
intention of making a general Jissault upon the settlement, 
and overwhelming it by numbers,« Columbus resolved tb » 
take the field at once, and to carry the war into the territories 
of the enemy^j^ather than sufier it to be brought to his own 
door. ^ • 

The whole sound and eflective force that he could muster, 
in the present infirm state of the colony, did not exceed two 
Jttundred infantry and twenty horse. They were armed with 
cross-bows, swords, lances, and espingardas, or heavy arque¬ 
buses, which in those days were used with rests, and some¬ 
times mounted on wheels. With these formidable weapons, 
a handful of European warriors, cased in steel, and coveicd 
with bucklers, were able to cope with thousands of naked 
savages. They had aid of efiiother kind, however, consisting 
nf twenty blood-hounds, animals scarcely loss terrible to 
Indians than the horses, and infinitely more fatal. They 
were fearless andTerociouS'; nothing daunted them* nor when 
they had onci seiv^ed upon their prey, could anything compel- 
them to relinquish their hold. The naksd bodies of the 
.Indians ofibred no d^enqe against thek attacks; They sprang 
on them, dragged them to the earth, and .tore them to pieces. 

The admhtd was accompanied in the expedition by his 
brother Bartholomew, counsel and aid he sought on all 
occasions, aipd who h^ not merely grea^ personal force and 
undaunted courage, bvt also a decidedly militmy turn of 
mind. Guaeanagari also brought his people into the field: 
neither he nor his subjects, however, .were ofn wavlike cha¬ 
racter, nor calculated to render much, assistamse. The chief 
advantage of his coroperation was, that it completely seVi^ed 
him fi'om the other caciques, and msm^'ed the dependence of 
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iumself and his subjects upon the Spaniards. In the present 
infant state of the ool(jtiy, its chief security defended upon 
fealousies and dissensions sown among the natiye powers of 
* the island. , .. . 

On the 27th of MaSrch, 1495, Columbus issued forth from 
Isabella with his little army, and advanced hf nmrches of ten 
leagues a day in quest of the enemy. He ascended again to 
the mountain-pass of the Cav^ers, whence he had first looked 
down upon the ve^. With what different feelings did he 
now contemplate itl The vile passions of the white men had 
already converted this smiling, beautiful, and once peaceful 
and hospitable region, 'into a land of .wrath and hostility. 
Wherever the smoke of an Indian to’v^ rose ffom among the 
■ tfees, it marked a horde of exasperated enemies, and the deep 
rich forests below him swarmed with lurking warriors. In 
the picture which his imagination bad drawn the peaceful 
and inoffensive nature of this people, he had fi^ttered himself 
with the idea of ruling over them as a patron and benefactor, 
but now he, foimd himself Compelled to assume the ipdibus 
character of a conqueror. 

The Indians had notice, by their scouts, of his approach, 
but though they had already had some slight experience of 
the warfare of the white men, they were confident from the 
vast superiority of their numbers, which, it is said, amounted 
to one hundred thousand This is probably an exagge¬ 

ration : as Indians never draw out into the open field in order 
of) battle, but lurk among the forests, it is difficult to ascertain 
their force, and their rapid movements, and sudden sallies 
and retreatafrom various* parts, together witn th^wild shouts 
and yells fftsm opposite quarters <3 the woodlands, are calcu¬ 
lated to give an eEa^erated idea of their number. The army 
must, however, have been great, as it consisted of the com¬ 
bined foroee of several caciques of this populous island. It 
was conukanded by Mamcaot%ix, the brother of Caonabo. The 
Indians, who were little skilled in numeration, and incapable 
of reckoning beyond <ten, had a sim|ne mode of ascertaining 
and describe the force of an enemy, by counting out a grain 
of maize, * Of Indiau corni for every warrior; When, there¬ 
fore, the spSes, .who had watched from rocks and thickets the 
maiob of Columbus^ came back with a mere handful of corn 
as the amount of hif army, the caciques scoffed at the idea of 
* Las Casm, Hist. Ind.| lib. k cap. 104, MS. 
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60 scanty a number making head , against their eotmtless 
multitude.'*^ * 

Columbus drew near to the enemy about, ^e place where^ 
.the to\vn of St. Jago has since been built. The Indian army, 
under Manicaotei, was posted on a ^lain uiterspersed with 
clusters of forest-trees, now known as the Savanna of iMatanza. 
Having ascertained the great force of the enemy, Don Bartho¬ 
lomew advised that their little army should be divided into 
detachments, and should attack the Indians at the same 
moment from several quarters; this plan was adopted. The 
infantry, separating into different bo(hes. advanced suddenly 
from various directions, with great din of drums and trumpets, 
and a destructive discharge of fire-arms from the covert of the 
trees. The Indians were thrown into complete cohfusioh.c 
An army seemed pressing upon them from every quarter, 
their fellow-wnrriors to belaid low with thunder and lightning 
, from the forests. While driven together and .confounded by 
these attacks, Alonzo de Ojeda charged thefr main body 
imbe^oudy with his troop of cavaky, cutting his way with 
lance and sabre. The horses bore down the terrified Indians, 
while their riders dealt their blows on all sides unopposed. 
The blood-hounds at the same time rushed upon the naked 
savages, seizing them by the throat, dragging them to the 
earth, and tearing out their bowels. The Indians, unac¬ 
customed to large and fierce quadrupeds of any kind, were 
struck with horror when assailed by these ferocious animals. 
They thought the horses equally fierce and devouring. TQxe 
contest, if such it might be called, was of short duration. 

The Indians fled in every direction with yells and bowl¬ 
ings ; some clambered' to the top of rocks and precipices, 
whence they made piteous supplications,%nd offers of com¬ 
plete submission; auany were killed, many made prisoners, 
and the confederaegr was ibr the ^time completely broken up 
and dispersed. • - 

Guacanagari had a^mpanied the Spaniards into frte field 
according to his promise, but he was little more than a spec¬ 
tator of this battle or rather rout. He was not of a martial 
spirit, and both he and his subjects, must have shrunE wicu 
awe at this unusual and terrific burst of war, even though on 
the part of their allies. Hfo participation in the hostilities of 
the white men was never forgiven by the other caciquis, and 
* Iab Oacas, Hist. lad., lib, 1,; oi^* 104, HSu ^ 
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he Fetnmed to his foUonred by ihe hatred and 

execrations of aU the islanders. 

• CHAPTEB: VII.—[1494.] . 

CoLTTMBtrs follow^,hp his victory by ihaking a military 
tour through various parts of the island, and reducing them 
to obedience. The natives made, occasional attempts at oppo¬ 
sition, but were easily checked. Ojeda’k troop of cavalry was 
of great efficacy from the rapidity of its movements, the active 
intrepidity of its commander, and the teiror. inspired by the 
horses. There was no service too wild and hazardous for 
Ojeda. If any appearance of war ar6se in a distant part of 
the country, he would penetrate, with his little sc^uadEpn of 
cavalry, through the depths of the forests, and fall like a 
thunderbolt upon the enemy, disconcerting all .their combina¬ 
tions and enforcing implicit submission, 

The Koyal Ve^a was soon brought into subjection. Being 
an immense plam, perfectly level, it was easily overrun by 
the horsemen, whose appearance ^overawed the most pomlous 
villages. Guarionex, its sovereign cacique, was. of a mild and 
placable character, and though he had been roused to war by 
the instigation of the neighbouring chieftains, he readily 
submitted to the domination of the Spaniards. Manicaotex, 
the brother of Caonabo, was also obliged to sue for peace; 
and being the prime mover of Ae confederacy, the other 
caciques followed his example. iBehechio alone, the cacique 
oftXaragua, and brother-in-law of Caonabo, made no over¬ 
tures of submission. Ilis territories lay remote from Isabella, 
at the western extremity cf the islan<3C arouSd tjje deep bay 
called the Bight of Leogan, and the long peninsula called 
Cape Tiburon, Tll^ were difficult of access, and had not, as 
yet, been visited by the white men. He retired into his 
domains, taking witn him his sister, the beautiful Anacaona, 
wife of Caonabo, whom he cherished with fraternal affection 
imder her misfortunes, who soon acq^pred almost equal sjvay 
over his subjects with Mnnself, and waS destined subsequently 
to make some figure in the events of tlie island. 

Having been forced to t^e the field by the confederacy of 
the caciques, ColumBulnow aSserted the right of a conqueror, 
and considered how heihight turn his conquest to most profit. 
His cdhstant anxiety was to make wealthy returns to Sjmn, 
fiMT the puraose of indemni^ring the sovereigns for their great 
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€iq»eiise8; of xneeting the public expectations, so extrava¬ 
gantly excited; and above of i^enciiig the calumnies of 
& 08 e trho had gone home determined to make the most die* 
oouraging representations of his discoveries. He endeavoured, 
therefore, to raisek large and immediate revenue, by imposing 
heavy tributes on the subjected provinces. In those of 'the 
Vega, Gibao, and aU the region of the mines, each in^vl«fual 
above the age of fourteen years was required to pay, every 
three months, the measure of a Flemish hawk’s-bell of Jpld 
dust.* The caciques had to pay a much larger amount for 
their personal tribute. Mhnic^tex, the brother of Caonabo, 
was obliged individually to render in, every three months, 
half a calabash of gold, amounting to one hundred and 
fifty pesos. In those districts wMch were distant from th6 
mines, and produced no gold, each individual was required to 
furnish an asroba (twenty-five pounds) of cotton every three 
months. Each Indian, on rendering this tribute, received a 
copper medal as a certificate of payment, which he was to wear 
suspended round his neck^ those who were found without 
such documents were liable to arrest and punishment. 

The taxes and tributes thus imposed, bore hard upon the 
spirit of the natives, accustomed, to be but lightly tasked by 
. their caciques; and the caciques themselves found the exac¬ 
tions intolerably grievous. Guarionex, the sovereign of the 
Koyal Vega, represented ^ Oolumbus the difficulty he had in 
complying with the terms of his tribute. His richly fertile 
plain yielded no gold; and though the mbuntoins on^his 
borders contained mines, and their brooks and torrents washed 
down gold^ust into the sands of Ihe rivers, yet his subjects 
were not skilled in the art of collecting it. He proffered, 
therefore, instead of the tribute requir<m, to cultivate with 
grain a band of country stretchmg Ojcross the island from sea 
to sea, enough, says Las Casas, to have furnished^ all Castile 
with bread for*ten j^eare.f 

His offer was rejected. Columbus knew that gold alone 
would satisfy toe avaricious dreamS^i^excited in^Spafru and 

* A hawk’s bell, according to Las Casas Ind, lib, i. c^, 106) 
eontains about three qastellanos worth of ge|q equal to five aollars, 
and in estlxhatmg the superior value of g^d m those days, equivalent to 
fifteen dollam of our time. A ^f worth one hundrod and 

lifiy Castellanos, was equivalent to seven hundred and ninety eight 
<^llars of the present day. f Las Casas, Hist. Ind., ^ ^P* 1^^ 
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insure the jpopidarity and success of He enterprises. Seeing, 
however, th^ difficulty thiit many of the Indians had in fur- 
mshingffie Amount gold dust required, he ’kwered the 
demand to the measua^of one half of a hawk’s^beU. 

To enforce the payment of these tributes, and to maintain 
the subjection of the island, Columbus put the foiftr^ss already 
built in a strong state pf defeaoe, and erected otliers. Beside 
those of Isabelm, and of St. Thomas, in the mountains of 
Cibao, there were now the fortress of Magdalena, ,in the Royal 
Vega, near the site of the old town of Santiago, on the river 
Jalaqua, two leagues &om the place where the new town was 
afterwards built; ahpther calfed Santa Catalink, the site of 
which is near the Estencin Yaqui; another called Esperansta, 
•n the banks of the river Yaqui, facing the Outlet of the 
mountain pass La Raerta de los Hidagos, noW the pass of 
Mamey; but the most important of those recently erected, 
was Fort Conception, in one of the most fruitful and beautiful 
parts of the Vega, about ifteen leagues to the east of Espe- 
ranza, controlling the* extensive^ populous domains of 
Guarionex.’*^ 

In this way was the yoke of servitude fixed upon the island, 
and its thraldom effeptualljUnsured. Deep despair now fell 
upon the natives when they found a perpetual task inflicted 
upon them, enforced at stated and frequently recurring 
periods. Weak and indolent by ^ature, unused to labour of 
any kind, and brought up in the untasked idleness of their 
soq; climate and their fruitful groves, d^h itself seemed pre- 
fiMuble to a life of toil and anxiety. They saw no end to 
this harassing evil, whiob>»had so suddenly fiiSen qpon them ; 
no escape frfim its alLpeiraduig influence; no prospect nf 
return to that rovhfg independence and ample leisure, so dear 
to the wild inhabitants of the forest. The pleasant life of 
the island wgs at an end: the dream in the shade by day; 
the slumb^ during the sultay noontide heat by the fountain 
or ,the streaffi, or tdider thC spreading palm-tree; and the 
song, the dance, and tk^ game in the mellow evening, when 
S’lmmoned to their simple amusements by the rude Indian 
drum. They were now obliged to grope day by day, with 
bending body and aUidous eye, along Iffie borders of their 
rivers, sifting the sands for the grains of gold which every 
day gr^ more scanty; or to labour in their flelds beneath 
^ * Las Oasai^ Rist^ Ind,, Uh. L eap. 110. 
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the fervojir of a tropical sun, to rais^ food for . their taskmast¬ 
ers, or to produce the vegetable tribute imposed,upon them. 
They sank to sleep weary an^^ ^xhaust(^ at with thf , 

certainty that the next day was but ^ be a repetition of the 
same toil and euifering. Or if they occasionally indulged in 
their national dances, the ballaus *to which they kept tia^ 
were of a melancholy and plaintive character. They spoke 
of the times that wete past before the* white men had intro¬ 
duced sorrow, and slavery, and weary labour among them ; 
and they rehearsed pretended prophecies, handed down from 
their ancestors, foretelling the invasion'Of the Spaniards; that 
^ strangers should come' into their island, clothed in apparel, 

* with swords capable of cleaving a man asunder at a blow, 
under whose yoke their posterity should be subdued. Thes6 
ballads, or areytos, they sang with mournful tunes and dole¬ 
ful voices, bewailing the loss of their liberty, and their pain¬ 
ful servitude.* 

They had flattered themselves, for a time, that the visit of 
the strangers would be but temporary, and that spreading 
their ample sails, their ships would once more jbear them back 
to their home in the sky. , In their simplicity, they had 
repeatedly inquired when they intended to return to Turey, 
or the heavens. , They now beheld them taking root, as it 
were, in the island. Ihey'beheld their vessels Ijdng idle and 
rotting in the harbour, wlj^ the cj^ws, scattered about the 
country, were building haoitations and fortresses, the solid 
construction of whicH, imlike their oiyu i^ght cabins, gave 
evidence of permanent abode.f * 

Finding Jiow vain was all attem#c to deliver themselves by 
warlike means from these invincible infrudCrs, they now con¬ 
certed a forlorn and desperate mode of annoyance. They 
perceived that the» settlement suffered greatly from shortness 
of provisions, anjd depended, in a cc^iderablc degree, upon 
the supplies lunushed by the natives. The forfrCssos in the 
interior, also, and the Spaniards quai^tebred in *the tillages, 
looked almost entirely to them for sifosistenoe. They agreed 
among themselves, therefore, not to cultivate the £^ts, the 
roots and maize, their chief articles ^ food, and to destroy 
those already growing; hoping, by producing <r famine, to 
etarre the strangers from the island. They little^ knew, 
observes Las Casas, one of the charaeteristics of the Spaniards, 

* I^eter Martyr, decad. UL lib. ix. t Las Casaa^ Hist. Ind-^ lib. £ e. ld(t. 
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^ « 

who the more hungry they are, the more inflexible they 
beccme, the more ^hardened to endure sufferiag.* Iliey 
carried plan generall^ into effeet, abandoning their 

* habitations, laying waate their'fields and groves, and retiring 
to the mountains, wh^re there were roots and herbs and 
abundance of utias for their subsistence. 

'Xliis measure did indeed,produce much distress among the 
Spaniards, but they had fpreij^ resources, and were enabled 
to endure it by husbanding me partial supplies brought by 
their ships; the most disastrous eflfects fell updn the natives 
theinselves. .The Spaniards stationed' in the various for¬ 
tresses, finding that there was not only no hope of tribute, but 
a danger of flamine ^om this wanton waste and sudden descr- 

• tibn, pursued the natiVei^to their retreats, to pppipel them to 
return to labour. The Indians took refago ha Ihe most sterile 
and dreary heights; flying from one wild retreat to another, 
the women with their children m their aims or at their 
backs, and aU worn out with fr*|igu6 and hunger, and harassed 
by perpetual alarms.. In evefy noise of the forest or , the 
mountain they fancied they heard the sound of their pm^suers; 
they hid themselve^ m damp and dismal caverns, or in the 
rocky banks and 'margins of the torrents, and not daring to 
hunt, or fishf or even to venture forth in quest of nourishing 
roots and vegetables, ihey had to satisfy their raging hunger 
with ilnwhofesome Ibod. In this way, many thousands of 
them perished miserably, through*famine, fatigue, terror, and 
various contagious maladies engendemsd by their sufferings. 
iUl spirit of opposition was at leujgth completely quelled. 
The surriymg Indians rq^umed in despair to^heir habitations, 
and submiHed humbly tS" the yoke. ,* So deep*an awe did 
they conceive of ^eir conquerors, thai it is said a Spaniard 
might go ringly afid securely all ovm! |he island, and the 
natives would even transport him. from place to place on their 
ajhoulder^rf ; 

Before on to other events, it may be proper here to 

notice the fide of Guaafina^ari, as he niakes no further appear¬ 
ance in the course (ff this history. His friendship for the 
Spaniards had severed him from his countrymen, but did not 

* No ooilbofriido la pri^idedad de los Espatioles los cnales cuanto 
mas ]ypibrientos,.ta3ito n^or ieson tiennen y mas duros son de su&ir 
y para safrlr, CaJass, Hist. Ind» lib. i.‘oap 106. 

t has OasaSf Hist, lad., lib. i. a. 106. Hist del Almirante, cap. 6I0L 
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exon^reite him from the general woes-of the ii^and. His 
temtories^like those of tlm other oaftques,,weije subject to a 
tribute, which his people, wiA the cocamon repugnance to 
labour, found it difficult to pay. (Humhus, who knew his* 
worth, and could have protected hhn^'was long absent either 
in the interior of the island, or detained In iBurope by hm 
own wrongs. In, to interval, to Spaniards fbigot' the hofef 
vitality and services, of Ouacanagari, and his tribute wda 
harshly exacted. He found himself overwhelmed with oppro^i 
brium from his counfrymen at huge, and assailed by the' 
clamours and lamentations of his buffering subjects. The 
strangers whom he had succoured in distress, and taken' as it 
were to the bosom of his native island, had become its tyrants 
and oppresso^. Care, and toil, lyrd poverty, and strong-* 
handed viok^me, had spread their curi^ over th® laud, and 
he f»lt as if he had invoked them on his race. Unable to 
bear the hostilities of his fellow caciques, to woes of his sub¬ 
jects, and to extortions of his ungr^tefrd alBes, he took 
rehige at last in to mountains, where ]ie died (ffiscurely and 
in misery.* • * 

An attempt has been made, by Oviedo to defame the cha<^ 
racter of this Indian prince: it Is not for Spaniards, however, 
to excuse toir own ingratitude by casting a’ltigma on his 
name. He appears to have always xnanif^ted towards them 
that true friendship which shines brightest in ^e dark days of 
adversity. He might hav^plkyed a nobler part, in making a 
stand, with his brother caciques, to drive th^ intruders fr^ 
his native soil; but he appears to have been ffiseinated by his 
admiration of the strangers, and hi# phonal attachment to 
Columbus. ^He was ^untiful, hospitable, alfeotionate, and 
Kind-hearted; competent to rule a gentf.e unwarlike 

p#)ple in the happipr days of the island, but unhtted, tiirough 
the softness of his nature, for to ston turmoil which followed 
to arrival of to white men* ? 

CHAPTER VIII.—[J495.] 

While Columbus was endeavouring to remedy the evils 
produced by the misconduct of Hargari^, that recreant com¬ 
mander and his political coadjutor, Boyle, busily 

undermining his reputation in the court of Castile. They 
accused him of deceiving to sovereigns and to public by 
* Charlevoix 711x1. de St. Domhigo, 13b. ti. 
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'eBftaTagant desfiripticms of tile countries lie liad'discovexed; 
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ratioOB m iodMiimda eh ^ most i0^t^ pretext, to the 
great detriment of them llhaltli; wamaly inBietiog 
severe corporal pumshmehta mtenoh peep|e^ and with 
reaping indi'gnitios cm genjiemmi of They 

said nothing, however* of ^ e«lgfepse*e« wlrfidhJti^ eaUed for 
unusual labour; nof *of i^lehess 

, (^mred oohjseion hhd ojbhatiseeeent^ naf cSr 
of the Sjpanh^ ehtrallet^ Who had 
rather than «e?<f<s^i4y» to tbmie oOmpWntsrthey 

represented iBie Sl^te of oehlhsdon of ^ iideOd in conee- 
quence of tho id^Mii^ee of thh admital* end the uncertainty 


whieh rO- 
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plore unknoytn luid diseovei; un^htabfe teds. 

These pimuiShe^ Shd exag^rated ii^neientatio&s derived 
mpoh wei^t «e%)a the <iSmm sttiteons of hlargarite and 
Fnar BoylOo^ ^d^re imported by the leiihhOny of many 

discontented end mc^iolm i^erst v^ had returned with them 
to Spain. SoM of these* persons had cmmexions of rank, 
who were to nesent, with' ^panildi haughtmess, what 
they oonshteod the arrogant assnmpldcms^ of an ignoble 
foreigner. Thus iho popnSrfe of Oolnmlms recsived a vital 
blow, and idho^a^ately began tq deoBne^ The confideiim ot 
the Bovetbi|ga hOnsSnOd, an^moanlaons were adopted 

which saso# ote^dr ^ ^ 0|n|>3nM nnd suspicious pohc> 
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the «u^mten6^tof India to send some trosty pmon 
with the te tak^ ehazwe of tlili psvf^jmm with wlnoh 

they were These tie wse to dteiJNite among the 
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idd^mtiloii to tSie latter, to a|))|>oint as eoimmssioner a person 
of he had, ^sinreissed so hugh ai^oi^oioa^ it 

Ottjtejtaitied Sir hho 4 fra^eM regarS 
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md eoiivepslcw^ of tjio jiatives Awalceiied mot# aDd more th# 
soUtatJide of tSe oW)#. Id sJiips of tomy# ^ large numbet 
of ladiaai urti’i^ had ^ iht# temU ivars 

with the cac!^. lidthat they 

should be add $» 4^1^ m m as had 
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• intn fiat 




dhrknces inle vtm fimiwMP «* w^*** *«w* spsea yawNw aoww 
revolted at *hfi idea of l»?eat% as ala^ ften though 
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sovereigns tO IW# ,Fo«iSN|oa, sm^hd% 
they could %o tho eatisa fiar whnd^ th^ hhdiatis had 
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aecordmg to t|o dfWtOs of hOr own pure oonsciemee and 
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warfer® W W JW paseions of the 
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August, 
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HispsniolOr aM^MpS^rWP^ ^ ^ ^ OctOh^. 

while Jhe admSte te Ihtei teujW in re-establishing the 

* Letter of the Bomwte tS Boaseea. Kavaxrete, CJolaceion de let 
VUw««. i. tlL lioe. S 2 - 
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trsy^liaitllfy tfi i|it^or. Agnado, ha^ ulmdy b^n 
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*‘Tom Isabella to Magdalena, and thenpr* across the Royai 
Vega to the fortress of Conception. * Continuing on to the 
south, they came to a range of mountains, which they tia-^ 
versed by a defile two leagues in length, and descended into 
another beautiful plain, which was called lionaoi. Proceeding 
hence for some distance, they came to a great river called 
llayna, running through a fertile country, all the streams of 
which abounded in gold. On the western bank of this river, 
and about eight leagues from, its mouth, they found gold in. 
greater quantities and in larger particles than had yet been 
met with in any part of the island, not even excepting the 
province of Cibao. They made experiments in various places 
within tlie compass of six miles, and' always with success. 
The soil seemed to be generally impnegnated with that metal, • 
so that a common labourer, with little trouble, might find the 
amount of three drachms in the course of a dav.* In several 
places they observed deep excavations in the form of pits, 
which looked as if the mines ■ had been wmrked in ancient 
times; a circumstance which caused much speculation among 
the Spaniards, the natives having no idea of mining, but con¬ 
tenting themselves with the particles found on the surface of 
the soil, or in the beds of the rivers. 

The Indians of the neighbourhood received the white men 
with their promised friendship, and in every respect the re¬ 
presentations of Miguel Dig,z were fully justified. He was 
not only pardoned, but received into great favour, and was 
subs(‘quently employed in various capacities in the island, 
all which he acquitted himself with great fidelity. He kept 
his laith with Ilis Indian bride, by whom, according to 
Oviedo, he liad two children. Charlevoix supposes that they 
were regularly married, as the female caciqUe appears to have 
been baptized, beitg always mentioned by the Christian 
name of Catalina.f 

When the Adelantado returned with-this favourable report, 
and with specimens of ore, the anxious heart of the admiral 
was greatly elated. He gave orders tlfat a fortress should be 
immediately erected on the banks of the Hayna, in the 
vicinity of the mines, and that they should be diligently 
worked. The fancied traces of ancient excavation? gave rise 

* Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. Hb. ii. cap. 18. Peter Martyr,nlecad. 
1. lib. iv, t Oviedo. Cronica de las Ind. lib. ii. cap. 13. Ch.irlcvont, 
Uiat. St. Domingo, lib \i. p. 11>6, . 
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ito one of his usual veins of golden conjectures. He had 
already surmised th'it IJispaniola might be the ancient Ophir. 
He now flattered himself that he had discovered the identical 
• mines, whence King Solomon had procured his gold for the 
building of the temple of Jerusalem. He supposed that his 
ships must have sailed by the gulf of Persia, and round Ta- 
probane to this island,* which, according to his idea, lay op 
posite to the extreme end of Asia, for such he fiimly believed 
the island of Chiba. 

It is probable that Columbus gave free license to his ima¬ 
gination in these conjectures, which tended to throw a splen¬ 
dour about his enterprises, and to revive the languishing 
interest of the public. Granting, however, the correctness 
of his opinion, that he was in the vicinity of Asia, an error 
*l)y no means surprising fli the imperfect state of geographical 
knowledge, all his consequent suppositions were far from 
extravagant. The ancient Ophir was believed to lie some¬ 
where in the East, but its situation was a matter of contro- 
^'ersy among the learned, and remains one of those conjectural 
questions about which too much has been written for it ever 
to be satisfactorily decided. 


BOOK ]X. 

CHAPTER I_L1496.] 

The new caravel, the Santa Onuz, being finished, and the 
Nina repaired, Columbus made every arrangement for imme- 
diJite departure, anxious to be freed from the growing arro¬ 
gance of Aguado, and to relieve the colony from a crew of 
factious and discontentdH men. He appointed •his brother, 
Don Bartholomew^ to the command of the island, with the 
title, which he had already given him, of Adelantado : in 
ease of his death, he was to be succeeded by his brother Don 
Diego. , 

On the Toth of March the two caravels set sail for Spain, in 
one of which Columbus embarked and in the other Aguado. 
In consequence of the Orders of the spvereigns, all those who 
could be spared from the island, and some who had wives and 
relatives in Spain whom they wished to visit, returned in 
these carifvels, which were crowded with two hundred and 
twenty-five passengers, the sick, the idle, the profligate, and 
• Peter Martyr, decad. i lib. iv. 
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the hictious. Never did a more miserable and disappointed 
crew return from a land of promise. • 

ITicre were thirty Indians also on board of the caravels, 
among whom were the once redoubtable cacique Caonabo," 
one of his brothers, and a nephew. The curate of Los Palacios 
observes that Columbus had promised the cacique and his 
brother to restore them to their country and their power; 
after he had taken them to visit the King and Queen of 
Castile.* It is probable that by kind treatment, and by a 
display of the W’^onders of Spain and the grandeur and might 
of its sovereigns, he hoped to conquer their enmity to the 
Spaniards, and convert them into important instruments 
towards obtaining a secure and peaceable dominion over the 
island. Caonabo, how^ever, was of ^at proud nature, of wild, 
but vigorous growth, which can never be tamed. He remained 
a moody and dejected captive. He had too much intelligence 
not to perceive that his power was for evei* blasted, but he 
retained his haughtiness, even in the midst of his despair. 

Being, as yet, but little experienced in the navigation of 
these seas, Columbus, instead of working up to the nortliward, 
so as to fall in with the tract of westerly winds, took an 
eastcily course on leaving the island. The consequence was, 
that almost the 'whole of his voyage was a toilsome and tedious 
struggle against the trade-winds and calms which prevail 
between the tropics. On the 6th of April he found himself 
still in the vicinity of th^ Caribbee islands, with his crew’s 
fatigued and sickly, and his provisions rapidly diminishing, 
lie bore away to the southward^ therefore, to touch at t1:ie 
most important §f those islands, in ^^arch of supplies. 

On Satuittay, the 9th, he anchored at Marigalante, whence, 
on the following day, he made sail for Gufidaloupe. It was 
contrary to the custom of Columbus to weigh anchor on 
Sunday when in port, but the people murmured, and observed, 
that when in quest of food, it was no time to stand qn scruples 
as to holy days.f 

Anchoring off the island of Guadalpupc, the boat was sent 
on shore well armed. Before it could reach the land, a larg(> 
number of females issued from the woods, armed with bows 
and arrows, and decorated with tufts of feathers, preparing to 
oppose any descent upon their shores. As the sea' was some¬ 
what rough, and a surf broke upon the beach, the* boats 
• Cum do los Palacios, cap. 131 + Hist, del Almirante, cap. 62. 
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remained at a distance, and two of the Indians from Hispaniola 
swam to shore. Havir^ explained to these Amazons that the 
Spaniards only sought provisions, in exchange for \\'hich thcij* 

► would give articles of great value, the women referred them 
to their husbands, who were at the northern end of the island. 
As the boats proceeded thither, numbers of the natives were 
seen jo the beach, who manifested great ferocity, shouting, 
and yelling, and discharging flights of arrows, which, how¬ 
ever, fell far short in the water. Seeing the boats approach 
the land, they hid themselves in the adjacent forest, and 
rushed forth with hideous cries as the Spaniards were land¬ 
ing. A discharge of fire-arms drove them to the Vvoods and 
mountains, and the boats met with no further opposition. 
Entering the deserted habitations, the Spaniards began to 
* plunder and destroy, contrary to the invariable injunctions of 
the admiral.. Among other articles found in these houses 
were honey and wax, which Herrera supposes had been 
brought from Terra Firma, as these roving people collected 
the productions of distant regions in the course of their expe¬ 
ditions. Fernando Columbus mertions likewise that there 
were hatchets, of iron in their houses: these, however, must 
have been made of a species of hard and heavy stone, already 
mentioned, which resembled iron; or they must have been 
procured from places which the Spaniards had previously 
visited, as it is fully admitted that no iron was in use among 
the natives prior to the discovery! The sailovfwilso reported 
that in one of the houses they found the arm of a man roast- 
iii^ on a spit ^)efore a fire; but these facts, so repugnant to 
humanity, require more solid authority to be credited; the 
sailors had committed wanton devastations in these dwellings, 
and may have ' sought a pretext with which to justify their 
maraudings to their admiral. 

While some of the people were getting wood and water, 
and making cassava bread, Columbus dispatched forty men, 
well armid, to explore the interior of the island. They 
returned on the following day with ten women and three* 
boys. The women were of large and powerful form, yet of 
great agility. They were nsied, and wore their long hair 
flowing loose upon their shoulders; some decorated their 
heads witB plumes of various colours. Among them was the 
wife qjf a cacique, a woman of great strength and proud spirit. 
On the approach of the Spaniiirds, she had fled with an agility 
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which soon left all her pursuers far behind, excepting a 
native of the Canary islands remarkable for swiftness of foot. 
She would have escaped even from him, but, perceiving that 
he was alone, and far from his companions, she turned 
suddenly upon him, seized him with astonishing force, and 
would have strangled him, had not the Spaniards arrived and 
taken her, entangled like a hawk with her prey. The warlike 
spirit of these Carib women, and the circumstances of finding 
them in armed bands, defending their shores, during the 
absence of their husbands, led Columbus repeatedly into the 
erroneous idea, that certain of these islands were inhabited 
entirely by women; for which error, as has already been ob¬ 
served, he was prepared by the stories of Marco Polo con¬ 
cerning an island of Amazons near the coast of Asia. ^ 
Having remained several days at the island, and prepared 
three weeks’ supply of bread, Columbus prepared to make 
sail. As Guadaloupc was the most important of the Caribbeo 
Islands, and in a manner the portal or entrance to all tho 
rest, he wished to secui'e the friendship of the inhabitants 
He dismissed therefore all the prisoners, with many presents, 
to compensate for the spoil and injury which had been done. 
The female cacique, however, declined going on shore, pre¬ 
ferring to remain and accompany the natives of Hispaniola 
who w'ere on board; keeping with her also a young daughter. 
She had conceived a passion for Caonabo, having found out 
that he was a native of thc' Caribbee Islands. His character 
and story, gathered from the other Indians,, had won the 
sympathy and admiration of this intrepid woman.* 

Leaving Guadaloupe on the 20th^,of April, and keeping in 
about the twenty-second degree of latitude, the caravels again 
worked their way against the whole cuiyent of the trade- 
winds, insomuch, that, on the 20th of May, after a month of 
great fatigue and '^toil, they had yet a great part of their 
voyage to make. The provisions were already so reduced, 
that Columbus had to put every one on a daily allowance of 
six ounces of bread and a pint and a half of water: as they 
advanced, the scarcity grew m^re and, more severe, and was 
rendered more appaUing from the nneertointy which prevailed 
on board the vessels as to their situation. There were 
several pilots in the caravels; but being chiefly accustomed 
to the navigation of the Mediterranean, or the Atlantic .'joasts 
* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 63. 
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they were utterly confounded, and lost all reckoning when 
traversing the hroad 8cean. Every one had a sejiaiate 
opinion, and none heeded that of the admiral. By the begin- 
*ning of June there was an absolute famine on board of the 
ships. In the extremity of their sufferings, while death 
stared them in the face, it was proposed by some of the 
Spaniards, as a desperate alternative, that they should kill 
and cat their Indian prisoners; others suggested that they 
sliould throw them into the sea, as so many expensive and 
useless mouths. Nothing but the absolute authority of 
Columbus prevented this last counsel from being adopted. He 
represented that the Indians were their fellow-beings, some 
of them Christians like themselves, and all entitled to similar 
4itatment. He exhorted® them to a little paticnep, assuring 
them that they would soon make land, for that, according to 
his reckoning, they were not far from Cape St. Vincent. At 
this all scoffed, for they believed themselves yet far from their 
desired haven ; some affirming that they were in the English 
■ (ffiannel, others that Ijicy were approaching GalUcia; when 
Columbus, therefore, confident in his opinion, ordered that 
sail should be taken in at night, Icvst they should come upon 
the land in the dark, there was a general murmur; the men 
exclaiming that it was better to be cast on shore, than to 
starve at sea. The next morning, however, to their great joy, 
Ihcy came in sight of the very l^nd which Columbus had 
})rcdicted. From this time, he was regarded by the seamen 
as deeply versed in the mysteries of the ocean, and almost 
oracular in matters of navigation.* 

On the 11th of June, Ale vessels anchored in jlie bay of 
Cadiz, after £? weary voyage of about three months. In the 
course of this voytJge, the unfortunate Caonabo expired. It 
is by the mere casual mention of contemporary writers, that 
wo have any notice of this circumstance, which appears to 
have been passed over as a matter of but little moment. He 
maintained his haughty nature to the last, for his death is 
principally ascribed to the morbid melancholy of a proud but 
luokcn spirit.t He was an extraordinary character in savage 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 68. 

f Cura d« los Palacios, cap. 131. Peter Martyr, decad. i. lib. iv. 
Some have affirmed that Caonabo perished in one of the caravels which 
foundcrod in the harbour of Isabella during the hurricane, but tho 
united testimony of the curate of Los Palacios, Peter Martyr, and Per' 
naiido Colun^bus, proves that he sailed with the admiral in his return 
voyage. z 
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life. From being a simple Carib warrior, he had risen, by 
his enterprise and courage, to be thcP most powerful cacique, 
and the dominant spirit of the populous island of llayti. Ho 
was the only chieftain that appeared to have had sagacity 
sufficient to foresee the fatal effects of Spanish ascendancy, 
or military talent to combine any resistance to its inroads. 
Had his warriors been of his own intrepid nature, the war 
which he raised would have been formidable in the extreme. 
His fate furnishes, on a narrow scale, a lesson to human great¬ 
ness. When the Spaniards first arrived on the coast of 
llayti, their imaginations were inflamed with rumours of a 
magnificent prince in the interior, the lord of the Golden 
House, the sovereign of the mines of Cibao, who reigned in 
splendid state among the mountains ; but a short time had 
elapsed, and this fancied potentate of the East, stripped of 
every illusion, was a naked and dejected prisoner on the di'ck 
of one of their caravels, with none but one of his own w'ild 
native heroines to sympathize in his misfortunes. AH his 
importance vanished with his freedom ; scarce any mention 
is made of him during his captivity, and with innate qualities 
of a high and heroic nature, he perished with the obscurity 
of one of the vulgar. 

CHAPTER II. 

Envy and malice had been but too successful in undermi¬ 
ning the popularity of Columbus. It is impossible to keep 
up a state of excitement for any length of time, even by 
miracles. The world, at first, is prompt and lavish in its 
admiration, but soon grows cool, distrusts its late enthusiasm, 
and fancies it fias been defrauded i.of what it bestowed with 
such prodigality. It is then that the caviller who had beeji 
silenced by the general applause, puts in his insidious sug- 
gi‘stion, detracts from the merit of the declining favourite, 
and succeeds in rendering him an object of doubt and cen¬ 
sure, if not absolute aversion. In three short r years, the 
public had become familiar with the stupendous wonder of a 
newly-discovered world, and was norv open to every insinua¬ 
tion derogatory to the fame of the discoverer and the import- 
an(;e of his enterprises. 

The circumstances which attended the present arrival of 
Columbus were little calculated to diminish the growing pre¬ 
judices of the populace. When the motley crowd of hJariners 
and adventurers who had embarked with such siuiguinc ex- 
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p^ctations landed from the vessels in the port of Cadiz, instead 
of a joyous crew, bounding on shore, flushed with success, 
and laden with the spoils of the golden Indies, a feeble train 
* of wi’etched men crawled forth, emaciated by the diseases of the 
colony and the hardships of the voyage, who carried in their 
yellow countenances, says an old writer, a mockery of that 
gold which had been the object of their search, and who had 
nothing to relate of the New World but tales of sickness, 
poverty, and disappointment. 

Columbus endeavoured, as much as possible, to counteract 
these unfavourable appearances, and to revive the languishing 
enthusiasm of the public. He dwelt upon the importance of 
his recent discoveries along the coast of Cuba where, as he 
supposed, he had arrived nearly to the Aurea Chersonesus of 
the ancients, bordering on some of the richest provinces of 
Asia. Above all, he boasted of his discovery of the abundant 
mines on the south side of Hispaniola, which he persuaded 
himself were those of the ancient Ophir. The public listened 
to these accounts wilji sneering incredulity; or if for a mo- 
nient a little excitement was occasioned, it was quickly de¬ 
stroyed by gloomy pictures drawn by disappointed adventurers. 

In the harbour of Cadiz Colunibus found t^iree caravels, 
commanded by Pedro Alonzo Nino, on tlic point of sailing 
with supplies for the colony. Nearly a year had elapsed with¬ 
out any relief of the kind; four qgravels which had sailed in 
the preceding January having been lost on the coast of the 
IVninsula.* Having read the royal letters and dispatches of 
^Yhich Nino was the bearer, and being informed of the wdslu's 
of the sovereigns, as weti as of the state of the public mind, 
Columbus wfote by this opi)ortuuity, urging the Adclantadtji 
to endeavour, by^'every means, to bring the islaiid into a 
peaceful and productive state, appeasing* all discontents and 
commotions, and seizing and sending to Spain all caciques, or 
their subjects, who should be concerned in the deaths of any 
of the colonists. He recommended the most unremitting 
diligence in exploring* and working the mines recently dis¬ 
covered on the river Hayna, and that a place should bo 
chosen in the neighbourhood, and a sca-port founded. Pedro 
Alonzo Nd£o set sail with the three caravels on the I7th 
of June. 

Tidings of the arrival of Columbus having reached the 

, * Mulioz, Hist. N. Mundo, lib. vL 

** 2 2 
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flovereigns, he received a gracious letter from them, dated at 
Almozen, 12th of July, 1496; congratulating him on his 
safe return, and inviting him to court when he should lave 
recovered from the fatigues of his voyage. The kind terms 
in which this letter was couched were calculated to reassure 
the heart of Columbus, who, ever since the mission of the 
arrogant Aguado, had considered himself out of favour with 
the sovereigns, and fallen into disgrace. As a proof of the 
dejection of his spirits, we are told that when he made his 
appearance this time in Spain, he was clad in a humble garb, 
resembling in form and colour the habit of a Franciscan 
monk, simply girded with a cord, and that he had suffered 
his beard to grow like the brethren of that order.* This w'as 
probably in fulfilment of some pemtential vow made in'a* 
moment of danger or despondency.—a custom prevalent in 
those days, and frequently observed by Columbus. It be¬ 
tokened, however, much humility and depression of spirit, 
and afforded a striking contrast to his appearance on his 
former triumphant return. He was doomed, in fact, to yield 
repeated examples of the reverses to which those are subject 
w^ho have once launched from the safe shores of obscurity on 
the fluctuating wmves of popular ojiinion. 

However indifferent Columbus might be to his own per¬ 
sonal appearance, he was anxious to keep ahve the interest 
in his discoveries, fearing, continually that the indifference 
awmkening towards him might impede their accomplishment. 
On his way to Burgos, therefore, where the sovereigns weve 
expected, he mj^de a studious display of the curiosities and 
treasures wl?ich he had brought fromHhe New World. Among 
these wmre collars, bracelets, anklets, and coronets of gold, 
the spoils of various caciques, and which fvere considered as 
trophies won from barbaric princes of the rich coasts of Asia, 
or the islands of the Indian seas. It is a proof of the petty 
standard by which the sublime discovery of Columbus wms 
already estimated, that he had to resort to this management 
to dazzle the gross perceptions of the?* multitude by the mere 
glare of gold. 

He carried with him several Indians also, decorated aftei 
their savage fashion, and glittering with golden emaments; 
among whom were the brother and nephew of Caonabo, the 
Jbrmer about thirty years of age, the latter only ten. "’I'hev 
• Cura de los Palacios, cap. 131. Oviedo, lib. ii. cap 13. 
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were brrught merely to visit the kinp; and queen, that they 
inij^ht be imj)ressed with an idea of the grandeur and power 
of the Spanish sovereigns, after which they were to be 
1 ostored in safety to their country. Whenever they passed 
through any principal place, Columbus put a massive collar 
and chain of gold upon the brother of Caonabo, as being 
cacique of the golden country of Cibao. The curate of Los 
Palacios, who entertained the discoverer and his Indian* cap¬ 
tives for several days in his house, says that he had this 
cliain of gold in his hands, and that it weighed six hundred 
ea.stellanos.'^ The worthy curate likewise makes mention of 
various Indian masks and images of wood or cotton, wrought 
with lantastic faces of animals,*all of w'hich he supposed were 
1 epresentations of the devil, who he concludes must be the 
nbject of adoration of these* islanders.f 

The reception of Columbus by the sovereigns was different 
from Avliat he had anticij)ated; for he was treated with distin¬ 
guished favour, nor was any-mention made eHher of the com- 
])laints of Margarite«and Boyle, or the judicial inquiries con¬ 
ducted by Aguado. HowcATr these may have had a transient 
effect on the minds of the sovereigns, they were too conscious 
of the great deserts of Columbus, and the extraordinary diffi¬ 
culties of his situation, not to tolerate what they may have 
considered errors on his part. 

Encouraged by the favourable i:ountenance he experienced, 
and by the interest with which the sovereigns listened to his 
iiccouut of his recent voyage along the coast of Cuba, and 
the discovery of the mines of Hayna, whigh he failed not to 
represent as the Ophir^of the ancients, Columi)us now prt)- 
posed a fifrther enterprise, by which he promised to make 
yet more exteppife discoveries, and to annex Terra Firma to 
their dominions. For this purpose he asked eight ships; two 
to be dispatched to the island of Hispaniola with supj)lies, 
the remirining six to be put under his command for a voyage 
of discovery. The sovereigns readily promised to comply 
with his request, andVere probably sincere in their intentions 
to do so, but in <.he performance of their promise Columbus 
was doomed to meet with intolerable delay; partly in conse¬ 
quence «f tb^ operation of public events, partly in conse¬ 
quence of the intrigues of men of office, the two great in- 

* Equivalent to the value of three thousand one hundred and ninety' 
hve dollar^' of the present time. f Cura de los I’aiaciusj cap. 131. 
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fluences which Jire continually diver^ng and defeating the 
designs of princes. 

The resources of Spain were, at this moment, tasked to the , 
utmost by the ambition of Ferdinand, who lavished all his 
revenues in warlike expenses and in subsidies. While main¬ 
taining a,contest of deep and artful policy with France, w ith 
the ultimate aim of grasping the sceptre of Naples, he w'as 
laying the foundation of a wide and powerful connexion-by 
the marriages of the royal children, who were now maturing 
in years. At this time arose thac family alliance, w'^hich 
afterw'ards consolidated such an immense empire under his 
grandson and successor, Charles "V. 

While a large army wjis mliintaincd in Italy, under Gon- 
salvo of Cordova, to assist the king*bf Naples in recovering ‘ 
his throne, of which lie had been suddenly dispossessed by 
Charles VIII. of France, other armies were required on tlic 
frontiers of Spain, which were menaced with a French inva¬ 
sion. Squadi’ons also had to be employed for the safeguard 
of the Mediterranfcan and Atlantic coasts of the Peninsula, 
while a magnificent armada of upwards of a hundred ships, 
having on board tw’^enty thousand persons, many of them ot 
the Jfirst nobility, was dispatched to convoy the Princess Juana 
to Flanders, to be married to Philip, Archduke of Austria, 
and to bring back his sister Margarita, the destined bride of 
Prince Juan. c 

These widely-extended operations, both of war and amity, 
put all the land and naval forces into requisition. Thdy 
drained the, royal,treasury, and engrossed the thoughts of the 
sovereigns, obHging them also to jotflney from plaice to place 
in their dominions. With such cares of an immediate and 
homcfelt nature pressing upon their minds, *'the distant enter¬ 
prises of Columbus f^-ere easily neglected or postponed. They 
had hitherto been sources of expense instead of prpfit; and 
diere w'cre artful counsellors ever ready to whispdr in the 
Toyal ear, that they were likely to continue so. What, in the 
ambitious eyes of Ferdinand, was the ai'quisition of a number 
of wild, uncultivated, and distant islands, to that of the 
brilliant domain of Naples; or the intercourse with naked 
and barbaric princes, to that of an alliance with ,*bhe most 
potent sovereigns of Christendom ? Columbus had the ipprti- 
fication, therefore, to see armies levied, and squach’ons em¬ 
ployed in idle contests about a little point of teifitory ia 
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Eutoj^jc, and a vast armada, of upwards of a hundred sail, 
destined to the ostentatious service of convoying^ a royal 
bride; w'hile he vainly solicited a few caravels to prosecute 
' his discovery of a world. 

At length, in the autumn, six millions of maravedics were 
ordered to be advanced to Columbus for the equipment of his 
})romiscd squadron.'^ Just as the sum was about to be deli¬ 
vered, a letter was received from Pedro Alonzo Nifio, who 
had arrived at Cadiz with his three caravels, on his return 
from the island of Hispaniola. Instead of proceeding to 
court in person, or forwarding the dispatches of the Adclan- 
tado, he had gone to visit his family at Huelva, taking the 
disj)atchcs with him, and merely writing in a vaunting style, 
that he had a great amcViint of gold on board of his shi 2 )s.| 

This was triumphant intelligence to Columbus, who imme¬ 
diately concluded that the new mines were in operation, and 
tlu* treasures of Ophir about to be realized. The letter of 
Nino, however, -was fated to have a most injurious etfect on 
his concerns. « 

The king at that moment was in immediate want of money, 
to repail* the fortress of Salza, in Roussillon, which had been 
sacked by the French; the six millions of marav(‘dies about 
to be advanced to (/olumbus, were forthwith appropriated to 
patch up the shattered castle, and an order was given for the 
amount to be paid out of the gol^ brought by Nino. It was 
not until the end of December, when Nino arrived at court, 
jwd delivered the dispatches of the Adelantado, that his boast 
of gold was discovered to be a mere figure of speech, and that 
his caravels Averc, in f»ct, freighted with*Indian prisoners, 
from the sate of whom the vaimted gold was to arise. 

It is difficidt tv» describe the vexatious effects of this absurd 
hyperbole. Tne hopes of Columbus, of ^reat and immediate 
})rofit from the mines, were suddenly cast down; the zeal of 
his few advocates was cooled; ap air of empty cxaggeratioji 
was given to his enterprises; and his enemies pointed with 
scorn and ridicule to fhe ■wretched cargoes of the caravels, as 
the boasted treasures of the New World. The rcj)ort brought 
by Nino and his crew, represented the colony as in a disas¬ 
trous condition, and the disjiatches of the Adelantado pointed 
out the importance of immediate supplies; but in proportion 

* Equivalent to 86,956 dollars of the present day. 
f 1^ Casas liist. hid., lib. i. cap. l‘J3, MS. 
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as the necessity of the case was urgent, tlie measure of relief 
was tardy. All the unfavourable ^presentations hitherto 
made seemed con*oborated, and the invidious cry of “ great 
cost and little gain” was revived by those politicians of petty 
sagacity and microscojnc eye, who, in all great undertakings, 
can discern the immediate expense, without having scope of 
vision to embrace the future profit. 

CHAPTER III.—[1497.] 

It was not until the following spring of 1497, that the con¬ 
cerns of Columbus and of the New World began to receive 
serious attention from the sovereigns. Tlie fleet had returned 
from Flanders with the Princess Margarita of Austria. Her 
nu])tials with Ifrince Juan, the heir-iipparent, had been cele- ' 
brated atBui’gos, the capital of Old Casdle, with extraordinary 
splendour. All the grandees, the dignitaries and chivalry of 
Spain, together with ambassadors from the principal potentates 
of Christendom, were assembled on the occasion. Eurgos 
was for some time a scene of chivalroui^ pageant and courtly 
rcAX'l, and the whole kingdom celebrated with great rejoicings 
this powerful alliance, which seemed to insure to the Spanish 
sovereigns a continuance of thc'ir extraordinary prosperity. 

In the midst of these festivities, Isabella, whose maternal 
heart had recently been engrossed by the marriages of her 
children, now that she was relieved from these concerns of a 
tender and domestic nature, entered into the affairs of the 
New World with a spirit that showed she was determined to 
place them upon a substantial foundation, as well as clearly 
to define the pof.ers, and reward tliei services of Columbus. 
To her protecting zeal all the provisions in favour ^f Columbus 
must be attributed ; for the king began to Ifcok coldly on him, 
and tlie royal counsellors who had most influence in the affairs 
of the Indies, were his enemies. 

Various royal ordinances dated about this time maoifest the 
generous and considerate disposition of the queen. The 
rights, privileges, and dignities granted to Columbus at Sanfii 
Fe, were again confirmed; a tract of land in Hispaniola, fifty 
leagues in length, and twenty-five in breadth, was offered to 
him with the title of duke or marquess. This, hovwsver, Co¬ 
lumbus had the forbearance to decline; he observed that it 
woidd only increase the envy which was already so '.irulevit 
against him, and would cause new misrepresentation? j as he 
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should be accused of pnying more attention to the scttlcmcuu 
and improvement of his own possessions, than of any other 
^ pjirt of the island.^* 

As the expenses of the expedition had hitherto far exceeded 
the retums, Columbus had incurred debt rather than reaped 
profit from the share he had been permitted to take in them; 
he was relieved, therefore, from his obligation to bear an 
eighth part of the cost of the past enterprises, excepting the 
sum which he had advanced towards the first voyage; at the 
same time, how^ever, he wns not to claim any share of what 
had hitherto been brought from the island. For three ensuing 
years he was to be allowed an eighth of the gross proceeds of 
every voyage, and an additional tenth after the costs had been 
deducted. After the expiration of the tliree years, the origiiiid 
terms of agreement were to be resumed. 

To gratify his honourable ambition also, and to perpetuate 
in his family the distinction gained by his illustrious deeds, he 
was allow'cd the fight of establishing a mayorazgo, or perpe¬ 
tual entail of his es^tes, so that they might always descend 
with his titles of nobility. ITiis he shortly after exercised in 
a solemn, testament executed at Seville in the early part of 
1498, by which he devised his estates to liis own male de¬ 
scendants, and on their failure to the male descendants of his 
brothers, and in default of male heirs to the females of his 
lineage. • 

The heir was always to bear the arms of the admiral, to seal 
w^th them, to sign with his signature, and in signing, never 
to use any other title than simply “ The Admiral,” whatever 
other titles plight be givtm him by the king, and jised by him 
311 other occasions. Such was the noble pride with which he 
valued this title of his real greatness. 

In this testament he made ample provision for his brother, 
the Adeljintado, his son Fernando, and his brother Don Diego, 
the last (5f whom, he intimates, had a desire to enter into 
ecclesiastical life. He ordered that a tenth part of the revenues 
arising from the mayorazgo should be devoted to pious and 
charitable purposes, and in relieving aU poor persons ol‘ his 
lineage. He made provisions for the giving of marriage- 
portions fb the poor females of his family. He ordered that 
II married person of his kindred who had been born in hie 
native ciry of Genoa, should be maintained tlu'rc in compe- 

Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 123. 
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tence and respectability, by way of keeping a domicile for the 
family there ; and he commanded whSever should inherit the 
mayorazgo, always to do every thing in his power for the 
honour, prosperity, and increase of the city of Genoa, provided* 
it should not be contrary to the service of the church, mid the 
interests of the Spanish crown. Among various other provi¬ 
sions in this will, he solemnly provides for his favourite scheme, 
the recovery of the holy sepulchre. He orders his son Diego, 
or whoever else may inherit his estate, to invest from time to 
time as much money as he can spare, in stock in the bank of 
St. George in Genoa, to form a permanent fund, -with which 
he is to stand ready at any time to follow and serve the king 
in the conquest of Jerusalem. Or should the king not under- 
tjike such enterprise, then, when th« funds have accumulatcd^ 
to sufficient amount, to set on foot a crusade athisovra charge 
and risk, in hopes that, seeing his determination, the sove¬ 
reigns may be induced either to adopt the undertaking, or to 
authorize him to pursue it in their name. • 

Besides this speeijil undertaking for J;he Catholic faith, he 
charges his heir, in case there should arise any schism in the 
churcli, or any violence menacing its prosperity, to throw 
himself at the feet of the pope, and devote liis person and 
property to defend the church from all insult and spoliation. 
Next to the service of God, he enjoins loyalty to the throne; 
commanding him ataU tinies to serve the sovereigns and their 
heirs, faithtuUy and zealously, even to the loss of life and 
estate. To insure the constant remembrance of this tesia- 
ment, he orders his heir that, before he confesses, he shall 
give it to his father confessor to reai, who is to examine him 
upon his fa*thful fulfilment of its conditions.*^ • 

As Columbus had felt aggrieved by the general license 
granted in April, 1^95, to make discoveries in the New World, 
considering it as interfering with his prerogatives, a royal 
edict was issued on the 2nd of June, 1497, retracting whatever 
might be prejudicial to his interests, or to the previous grants 
made him by the crown. “ It was ne^^er our intention,” said 
the sovereigns in their edict, “ in any way to affect the rights 
of the said Don Christo])hcr Columbus, nor to allow the con¬ 
ventions, privileges, and favours which we have gianted him 
to be encroached upon or violated; but on the contrary, in 
consequence of the services wffiich he has rendered’- Us, we 
* This testament is itiserted at large in the Afpend^v. 
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lutond to confer still fi^j^ther fsvours on him.” Such, there is 
every reason to believe, was the sincere intention of the mag- 
^ uanimous Isabella; but the stream of her royal bounty m as 
poisoned or diverted by the base channels through which it 
flowed. 

The favour shown to Columbus was extended likewise to 
his himily. The titles and prerogatives of AdclantJido with 
which he had invested his brother Don Bartholomew, had at 
first awakened the displeasure of the king, who jealously re¬ 
served all high dignities of the kind to be granted exclusively 
by the crown. By a royal letter, the office was now conferred 
upon Don Bartholomew, as if through sj)ontaneous favour of 
the sovereigns, no allusion being made to his having previously 
enjoy edit. • 

While all these measures were taken for the immc’diate 
gratificjition of Columbus, others were adopted for the interests 
of the colony. Permission was granted him to take out three 
hundred and thirty persons in royal pay, of whom forty were 
to be cscuderos or servants, one hun'^lred foot-soldiers, thirty 
sailors, thirty ship-boys, twenty miners, fifty husbandmen, ten 
gardeners, twenty mechanics of various kinds, and thirty 
females. He was subsequently permitted to increase the* 
number, if he thought proper, to five hundred j but the addi¬ 
tional individuals were to be paid out of tlie ])roduce and mer¬ 
chandize of the colony. He was likewise authorized to grant 
lands to all such as w'ere disposed to cultivate vineyards, 
orchards, sugar plantations, or to foiTn any other rural esta¬ 
blishments, on condition that they should Reside as house¬ 
holders on the island f<®r four years after such*grant; and 
that all the brazil-wood and precious metals, found on their 
lands, should be reserved to the crown. 

Nor were the interests of the unhappy natives forgotten 
by the compassionate heart of Isabella. Notwithstanding the 
sophisms ‘by which their subjection and servitude were made 
/natters of civil and divine right, and sanctioned by the 
political prelates of th'fe day, Isabella always consented willi 
the greatest reluctance to the slavery even of those who w ere 
taken in open warfare; while her utmost solicitude was 
exerted tB protect the unoffending part of this helpkss and 
devoted race. She ordered that the greatest care should be 
taken or-{j^ieir religious instruction, and the greatest leniency 
shown un^coUecting the tributes imposed uoon them, with all 
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possible indulgence to dcfjdcators. In fact, the injunctions 
given with respect to the treatment both of Indians and 
Spaniards, are the only indications, in the royal edicts, of any^ 
impression having been made by the complaints against 
Columbus of severity in his goverament- It was generally 
recommended by the sovereigns, that, whenever the public 
safety did not require stern measures, there should be mani¬ 
fested a disposition to lenity and easy rule. 

"When every intention was thus shown on the part of the 
crown to dispatch the expedition to the colony, unexpected 
difficulties arose on the part of the public. The charm was 
dispelled which in the preceding voyage had made every 
adventurer crowd into the service of Columbus. An odium 
had been industriously thrown upoil his enterprises; and his 
new-found world, instead of a region of wealth and delight, 
was considered a land of poverty and disaster. There was a 
difficulty in procuring cither ships or men for the voyage. 
To remedy the first of these deficiencies, one’ of those arbitrary 
orders was issued, so opposite to our present ideas of commer- 
eiffi policy, empowering the officers of the crown to press into 
the service whatever ships they might judge suitable for the 
purposed expedition, together with their masters and pilots; 
and to fix such price for their remuneration, as the officers 
should deem just tind reasonable. To supply the want of 
voluntary recruits, a mcas^ire was adopted, at the suggestion 
of Columbus,^ which shows the desperate alternatives to 
w'hich he was reduced by the great reaction of public sciAi- 
ment. This was to commute the sentences of criminals con¬ 
demned to J)anisnment, to the galleys, or to the mines, into 
transportation to new settlements, where they were to labour 
in the public service without pay. Those ^hose sentence was 
banishment for life, to be transported for ten years; those 
banished for a specific term, to be transported for^ lialf that 
time. A general pardon was published for all malefactors at 
large, who within a certain time should sun’cnder themselves 
to the admiral, and embark for the cSlonies; those who had 
committed offences meriting death, to serve for two years, 
those whose misdeeds were of a lighter nature, to serve for one 
year.f Those only were excepted from this indulgbnce who 
had committed heresy, treason, coining, murder, and certain 
other specific crimes. This pernicious measure, cal .hated to 
* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 112, MS. f Muhoz, #b. vi. § 19. 
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poison the population of an infant community at its very 
source, was a fruitful ^use of trouble to Columbus, and of 
misery and detriment to the eolony. It has been frequently 
•adopted by various nations, whose superior experience should 
liave tauj^ht them better, and has proved the bane of many a 
rising settlement. It is assuredly as unnatural for a metro¬ 
polis to cast forth its crimes and vices upon its colonies, as it 
would be for a parent wilfidly to ingraft disease upon his 
children. In both instances the obligation of nature is 
vitiated; nor should it be matter of surprise, if the seeds of 
evil thus sown should bring forth bitter retribution. 

Notwithstarding all these violent expedients, there was 
stiU a ruinous delay in fitting out the expedition. This is 
•partly accounted for by* ohauges which took place in the 
persons appointed to superintend the affairs of the Indies. 
These concerns had for a time been consigned to Antonio de 
Torres, in whose name, conjointly with that of Columbus, 
many of the official documents had been made out. In 
consequence of high qnd unreasonable demands on the part of 
Torres, he was removed from office, and Juan Rodriguez de 
Fonseca, Bishop of Badajos, reinstated. The papers had, 
therefore, to be made out anew, and fresh contracts formed. 
While these concerns were tardily attended to, the queen was 
suddenly overwhelmed with affliction by the death of her only 
son Prince Juan, whose nuptials^ had been celebrated with 
such splendour in the spring. It was the first of a series of 
d(vnestic calamities which assailed her affectionate heart, and 
overwhelmed her with affliction for the remainder of her 
days. In the midst of har distress, however,* she still thought 
of ColumbusJ In consequence of his urgent representations 
of the misery to wtiich the colony must be reduced, two ships 
were dispatched in the beginning of 1498, under the command 
of Pedro Fernandez Coroncl, freighted with supplies. The 
nccessary’dunds were advanced by the queen herself, out of 
the moneys intended to form the endowment of her daughter 
Isabella, then betrothed to Emanuel, King of Portugal. An 
inatance of her kind feeling toward Columbus was also evinced 
in the time of her affliction: his two sons, Diego and Fer¬ 
nando, had been pages to the deceased prince; the queen now 
took them, in the same capacity, into her own service. 

W'it-.^3ill this zealous disposition on the part of the queen, 
Colunibu.^istill met with the most injurious and disheartening 
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delays in preparing the six remaining vessels for his voyage. 
His cold-blooded enemy Fonseca, ha^ng the superintendence 
of Indian affairs, was enabled to impede and retard all his 
plans. The various petty officers and agents employed in the * 
concerns of the armament, were many of them minions of the 
bishop, and knew that they were gratifying him in annoying 
Columbus. They looked upon the latter as a man declining 
in popularity, who might be offended with impunity; they 
scrupled not, therefore, to throw all kinds of difficulties in his 
path, and to treat him occasionally with that arrogance which 
petty and ignoble men in place are prone to exercise. 

It seems almost incredible at the present day that such 
important and glorious enterprises should have been subject 
to such despicable molestations. Columbus bore them all* 
with silent indignation. He was a stranger in the land he 
w^as benefitting; he felt that the popular tide was setting 
against him, and that it was necessary to tolerate many 
present grievances for the sake of effecting his great purposes. 
So wearied and disheartened, however, jdid he become by the 
impediments artfully thrown in his way, and so disgusted by 
the prejudices of the fickle public, that he at one time thought 
of abandoning his discoveries altogether. He was chiefly 
induced to persevere by his grateful attachment to the queen, 
and his desire to achieve something that might cheer and 
animate her under her afflictions.* 

At length, after all kinds of irritating delays, the six 
vessels were fitted for sea, though it was impossible to conquer 
the popular repugnance to the service, sufficiently to enlist the 
allotted number bf men. In additionito the persons in employ 
already enumerated, a physician, surgeon, and apothecary 
were sent out for the relief of the colony, «,nd several priests 
to replace Friar lioyle and certain of his discontented bre¬ 
thren ; while a number of musicians were embarked by the 
admiral, to cheer and enliven the colonists. * 

The insolence which Columbus had suffered from the 
minions of Fonseca, throughout this Itng protracted time of 
preparation, harassed him to the last moment of his sojourn in 
Spain, and followed him to the very water’s edge. Among 
the worthless hirelings who had annoyed him, the most noisy 
and presuming was one Ximeno Breviesca, treasurer or ac¬ 
countant of Fonseca. He was not an old Christian • v^fServes 
* Letter of Columbus to the nurse of Prince Juan.! 
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the venerable Las Casas; by which it is to be understood that 
nc was cither a Jew (^>r a Moor converted to the Catholic 
faith. He had an impudent front and an unbridled ton^uc^ 
• and, echoing the sentiments of his patron, the bishop, had 
neon loud in his abuse of the admiral and his enterpi’ises. 
fhc very day when the squadron was on the ppint of weighing 
.anchor, Columbus was assailed by the insolence of this 
Ximeno, either on the shore when about to embark, or on 
board of his ship where he had just entered. In the hurry of 
the moment, he forgot his usual self-command; his indigna¬ 
tion, hitherto repressed, suddenly burst forth; he struck the 
despicable minion to the ground, and kicked him repeatedly, 
venting in this unguarded paroxysm •the accumulated griefs 
and vexations which had long rankled in his mind.*^ 

Nothing could demon8*trate more strongly what Columbus 
had previously suffered from the machinations of unworthy 
men, than this transport of passion, so unusual in his well- 
governed temper. He deeply regretted it, and in a letter 
written some time afterwards to the sovereigns, he endea¬ 
voured to obviate thc'*injury it might lo him in their opinion, 
through the exaggeration and false colouring of his enemies. 
His apprehensions were not ill-founded, for Las Casas attri¬ 
butes the humiliating measures shortly after adopted by the 
sovereigns toward Columbus to the unfavourable impression 
produced by this affair. It had happened near at home, as it 
were under the very eye of the sov'jrcigns; it spoke, therefore, 
more quickly to their feelings than more important allegiitions 
fr^m a distance. The personal castigation of a public oflicer 
was represented as a flagrant instance of the iidndictivc temper 
of Columbus , and a corroboration of the charges ofi cruelty and 
oppression sent frqm the colony. As Ximeno was a creature 
of the invidious Fonseca, the affair was represented to the 
sovereigns in the most odious point of view. Thus the gene¬ 
rous intentions of princes, and the exalted services of their 
subjects, are apt to be defeated by the intervention of cold 
and crafty men in place. By his' implacable hostility to 
Columbus, and the secret obstructions which he threw in the 
way of the most illustrious of human enterprises, Fonseca h;is 
insured perpetuity to his name, coupled with the contempt of 
every generous mind. 

* haa Casas, Hist Ind., lib. L cap. 126, MS. 
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BOOK I, 

CHAPTER I.—['*'498J. 

On the 30th of May, 1498, Columbus set sail from ilie por> 
of San Lucar de Barranieda, with his squadron of six vessels, 
on his third voyage of discovery. The route he proposed to 
take was different from that pursued in his former voyages. 
He intended to depart from the Cape de Verde Islands, sailing 
to the south-west until he should come under the equinoctial 
line, then to steer directly w’^estward with the favour of the 
trade winds, until he should arrive at land, or find himself in 
the longitude of Hispaniola. Various considerations induced 
him to adopt this cours«. In his preceding voyage, when he 
coasted the southern side of Cuba, under the belief that it 
was the continent of Asia, he had o4)ScrvGd that it swept off 
toward the south. From this circumstance, and from infor¬ 
mation gathered among the natives of the Caribbee Islands, 
he was induced to believe that a great tract of the main land 
lay to the south of the countries he had already discovered. 
King John II. of Portugal appears t& have entertained a 
similar idea; as Herrera records an opinion expressed by 
that monarch, that there was a continent in the southern 
ocean.* If this were the case, it was supposed by Columbus, 
that, in proportion as he approached the equator, and ex¬ 
tended his discoveries to climates more and more under the 
torrid influence of the sunj* he should find the productions of 
nature sublimated by its rays to more perfect and precious 
qualities. He was strengthened in this belief by a letter 
written to him 9t the command of ^he queen, by one Jayme 
Ferrer, an'Eminent and learned lapidary, who, m the course 
of his trading for precious stones and metals, had been in the 
I^evant and in various parts of the East; tad conversed with 
the merchants of the remote parts of Asia and Africa, and 
the natives of India, Arabia, and Ethiopia, and was considered 
deeply versed in geography generally, but especially in the 
natural histories of those countries whence the valuable mer¬ 
chandise in which he dealt was procured. In this setter 
Ferrer assured Columbus, that, according to his experience, 
the rarest objects of commerce, such as gold, precious stones, 
drugs and spices, were chiefly to be found in tfie regions 
bout the equinoctial line, where the inhabitants wer^.black, 

* Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. Ub. iiL cap. 9. 
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r.T (larlily/jolourcd; and that until the admiral should amvo 
ainon<^ people of such c^plcxions, he did not think he would 
find those articles in great abundance.* 

^ Cloluinbus expected to find such people more to the south, 
lie recollected that the natives of Hispaniola had spoken of 
black men who had once come to their island from the south 
and south-east, the heads of whose javelins were of a sort of 
metal which they called guanin. They had given the admiral 
specimens of this metal, which, on being assayed in Spain, 
])roved to be a mixture of eighteen parts gold, six silver, and 
eight copper, a proof of valuable mines in the country whence 
they came. Charlevoix conjectures that these black people 
may have come from the Canaries, or the western coast of 
Africa, and been driven by tempest to the shores of Ilispa- 
niola.f It is probable, however, that Columbus had been 
misinformed as to their colour, or had misunderstood his 
informants. It is difficult to believe that the natives of 
Africa, or the Canaries, could have performed a voyage of 
such magnitude, in* the frail and scantily provided barks they 
were accustomed to usfc. 

It was to ascertain the truth of all these suppositions, and, 
if correct, to arrive at the favoured and opulent countries 
about the equator, inhabited by people of similar complexions 
with those of the Africans under the line, that Columbus 
ill his present voyage to the New World, took a course 
much farther to the south than tlait which he had hitherto 
pursued. 

Having heard that a French squadron was cruizing off 
Cape St. Vincent, he stood to the south-weit after leaving 
St. Lucar, touching at the islands of Porto Santo and Madeira, 
where he remained a few days, taking in wood and water and 
other supplies, and then continued his course to the Canary 
Islands. On the i9th of June, he arrived at Gomara, where 
there lay at anchor a French cruizer with two Spanish prizes. 
On seeing the squadron of Columbus standing into the har¬ 
bour, the captain of the privateer put to sea in all haste, 
followed by his prizes; one of which, in the hurry of the 
moment, left part of her crew on shoie, making sail with only 
four of her armament, and six Spanish prisoners. The ad¬ 
miral at fiftt mistook them for merchant ships alarmed by 

■ t T^avarrete, Colec., tqjn. ii. doc. 68. 

(IjOliatlevoix, Hist- St. Domingo, lib. iii p. 162. 
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his warlike appearance; when informed of the truth, however, 
he sent three of his vessels in pursuit, but they were too 
distant to be overtaken. The six Spaniards, however, on 
board of one of the prizes, seeing assistance at hand, rose oi) 
their captors, and the admiral’s vessel coming up, the prize 
was retaken, and brought back in triumph to the port. ^ The 
admiral relinquished the ship to the captain, and gave up 
the prisoners to the governor of the island, to be exchanged 
for six Spaniards carried off by the cruiser.* 

Leaving Gomara on the 21st of June, Columbus divided 
his squadron off the island of Ferro: three of his ships he 
dispatched direct for Hispaniola, to carry supplies to the 
colony. One of these ships was commanded by Alonzo 
Sanchez de Caravajal, native of Baeza, a man of much worth 
and integrity; the second by Pedro de Arana of CordovA, 
brother of Dona Beatrix Henriqnez, the mother of the 
admiral’s second son Fernando. He was cousin also of the 
unfortunate officer who commanded the fortress of La Navidad 
at the time of the massacre. The third wiis commanded by 
Juan Antonio Columbus (or Colomboa Genoese, related to 
the admiral, and a man of much judgment and capacity. 
These captains were alternately to have the command, and 
bear the signal light a week at a time. The admiral care¬ 
fully pointed out their course. When they came in sight of 
Hispaniola, they were to steer for the south side, for the new 
port and town, which he supposed to be by this time esta¬ 
blished in the mouth of the Ozema, according to royal orders 
sent out by Coronel. With the three remaining vessels,® tlio 
admiral prosecvited his voyage towards the Cape do Verde 
Islands. sThe ship in which he sailed was dcqjted, the otlic'r 
two were merchant caravcls.f As he advanced within the 
tropics, the change of climate, and the close and sultry weather 
brought on a severe attack of the gout, followed by a violent 
fever. Notwithstanding his painful illness, he ^ujoyed tlu* 
full possession of his facidties, and continued to keep his 
reckoning, and make his observations, with his usual vigi¬ 
lance and minuteness. 

On the 27th of June, he arrived among the Cape de Verde 
Islands, which, instead of the freshness and verdure which 
their name would betoken, presented an aspect %f the most 
cheerless sterility. He remained among these islands but a 

• Hiat. del Almirante, cap. 65. + P. Martyr, dee^TT lih. vi. 
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Tcry few days, being disappointed in his expectation of 
obtaining goats’ flesh Vor ships’ provisions, and cattle for 
stock for the island of Hispaniola. To psocure them would 
•require some delay; in the meantime the health of himself 
and of his people suffered imder the influence of the weather. 
The atmosphere was loaded With clouds and vapours; neither 
sun nor star was to be seen; a sultry, depressing temperature 
prevailed; and the livid looks of the inhabitants bore witness 
to the insalubrity of the climate.* 

Leaving the island of Buena Vista on the 5th of July, 
Columbus stood to the south-west, intending to continue on 
until he found himself under the equinoctial line. The cur¬ 
rents, however, which ran to the north and north-west among 
these islands impeded his 4 )rogrcss, and kept him for two days 
in sijiht of the Island del Fuego. The volcanic summit of 
this island, which, seen at a distance, resembled a church 
with a lofty steeple, and w'hich was said at times to emit 
smoke and flames, was the last point discerned of the Old 
World. 

Continuing to the south-west, about one hundred and 
twenty leagues, he found himself, on the 13th of July, accord¬ 
ing to his observations, in the fifth degree of north latitude. 
He had entered that region which extends for eight or ten 
degrees on each side of the line, and is known among seamen 
by the name of the calm latitudes. The trade-winds from the 
south-east and north-east, meeting in the neighbourhood of 
th^ equator, neutralize each other, and a steady calmness of 
the elements is produced. The whole sea is like a mirror, 
and vessels remain almost motionless, with fl£<{)pin^ sails; the 
crews panting under the heat of a vertical sun, unmitigated 
by any refreshing Jbreeze. Weeks are sometimes employed 
in crossing this torpid tract of the ocean. • 

1’he weather for some time past had been cloudy and 
oppressive* but on the 13th there was a bright and burning 
sun. The wind suddenly fell, and a dead, sultry calm com¬ 
menced, which lasted ior eight days. The air was like a 
furnace; the tar melted, the seams of the ship yawned; the 
salt meat became putrid; the wheat was parched as if with 
fire; the Ij^oops shrank from the wine and water casks, some of 
which leaked, and others burst; while the heat in the liolds 
of the -c-^’sels was so suffocating, that no one could remuin 
n * Hist, del Almirante, cap. 65. 
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below a sufficient time to prevent the damage that was takiirg 
place. The mariners lost all stren^h and spirits, and sank 
under the oppressive heat. It seemed as if the old fable of 
the torrid zone was about to be realized; and that they were 
approaching a fiery region, where it would be impossible to 
exist. It is true the heavens were, for a great part of tlie 
lime, overcast, and there were drizzling showers; but the 
atmosphere was close and stifling, and there was that com¬ 
bination of heat and moisture which relaxes all the energies 
of the human frame. 

During this time, the admiral suffered extremely from the 
gout, but, as usual, the activity of his mind, heightened by 
his anxiety, allowed him no indulgence nor repose. He was 
in an unknown part of the ocean, where everything dcpendc^d 
upon his vigilance and sagacity; and was continually watcli- 
ing the phenomena of the elements, and looking out for signs 
of land. Finding the heat so intolerable, he altered his 
course, and steered to the south-west, hoping to find a milder 
temperature farther on, even under tlie same parallel. He 
had observed, in his previous voyages, that after sailing 
westward a hundred leagues from the Azores, a wonderful 
change took place in the sea and sky, both becoming serene 
and bland, and the air temperate and refreshing. He ima¬ 
gined that a peculiar mildness and suaAuty prevailed over a 
great tract of ocean, extending from north to south, into 
which the navigator, sailing from cast to west, would sud¬ 
denly enter, as if crossing a line. The event seemed to justify 
his theory, for after making their way slowly for some time 
to the westward', through an ordea?. of heats and calms, witli 
a murky, *6tifling atmosphere, the ships all atf^^once emerged 
into a genial region, a pleasant cooling breeze played over the 
surface of the sea, and gently filled their sails, the close and 
drizzling clouds broke away, the sky became serene and clear, 
and the sun shone forth with all its splendour, bi?t no longer 
with a burning heat. 

Columbus had intended, on reachicig this temperate tract, 
to have stood once more to the south and then westward ; but 
the late parching weather had opened the seams of his ships, 
and caused them to leak excessively, so that it w^s necessary 
to seek a harbour as soon as possible, where they might be 
refitted. Much of the provisions also was spoileji^ ind the 
wat(T nearly exhausted. He kept on thereforef^rectly to 
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the west, trusting, fron^the flights of birds and other favour*, 
able indications, he should soon arrive at land. Day aftoi 
^day passed without his expectations being realized. The iis 
tresses of his men became continually more urgent; where¬ 
fore, supposing himself in the longitude of the Caribbeo 
Islands, he bore away towards the northward in search of 
them.* , 

On the 31st of July, there was not above one cask of water 
remaining in each ship, when, about mid-day, a mariner at 
the mast-head beheld the summits of three mountains rising 
above the horizon, and gave the joyful cry of land. As the 
ships drew nearer, it was seen that these mountains we^'c 
united at the base. Columbus had determined to give the 
iirst land he should behWd the name of the Trinity. The 
appearance of these three mountains united into one, struck 
him as a singular coincidence ; and, with a solemn feeling of 
devotion, ho gave the island the name of La Trinidad, which 
it bears at the present day.f 

CHAPTER II,—[1498.] 

Shaping his comse for the island, Columbus approached 
its eastern extremity, to which he gave the name of Punta do 
la Galera, from a rock in the sea, which resembled a galley 
under sail. He was obliged to coast for five leagues along 
the southern shore, before he could* find safe anchorage. On 
the following day (August 1,) he continued coasting westward, 
in Search of water and a convenient harbour where the vessels 
might be careened. He was surprised at ^le verdure and 
fertility of the country, ^ having expected to find it more 
parched and sterile aV he approached the equator; whereas 
he beheld groves of palm-trees, and luxuriant forests, sweep¬ 
ing down to the sea-side, with fountains anCl running streams. 
The shores were low and uninhabited, but the country rose in 
the interior, was cultivated in many places, and enlivened by 
hamlets and scattered habitations. In a word, the softness 
and purity of the clirtfate, and the verdure, freshness, and 
sweetness of the country, appeared to him to equal the de¬ 
lights of early spring in the beautiful province of Valencia. | 

Anchoring at a point to which he gave the name of Pimta 
de la Playa, he sent the boats on shore for water. They 

* Hist. Almiraiite, cap. 67. f Ibid., ubi sup. t Letter c/ 
Columbus t * the Sovereigns from Hispaniola, Navarrete, Colcc. tom. i. 
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found an abundant and limpid bro(^, at which they filled 
their casks, but there was no safe ha^our for the vessels, noi 
could they meet with any of the islanders, though they founds 
prints, of footsteps, and various fishing implements, left be¬ 
hind in the hurry of flight. There were tracts also of animals, 
which they supposed to be goats, but which must have been 
deer, with which, as it was afterwards ascertained, the island 
abounded. 

While coasting^ the island, Columbus beheld land to the 
south, stretching to the distance of more than twenty 
leagues. It was that low tract of coast intersected by the 
numerous branches of the Oroiioco, but the admiral, suppos¬ 
ing it to be an island, gave it the name of La Isla Santa; 
little imagining that he now, for the first time, beheld tlud 
continent, that Terra Firma, which had been the object of 
his earnest search. 

On the 2nd of August he continued on to the south-west 
point of Trinidad, which he called Point Arenal. It stretched 
towards a corresponding point of Terra'Firma, makihg a nar¬ 
row pass, with a high rock in the centre, to which he gave the 
name of El Gallo. Near this pass the ships cast anchor. 
As they were approaching this place, a large canoe, with 
five-and-twenty Indians, put ofi‘ from the shore, but paused 
on coming within bow'-shot, and hailed the ships in a lan¬ 
guage which no one on hoard understood. Columbus tried 
to allure the savages on board, by friendly signs, by the dis¬ 
play of looking-glasses, basins of polished metal, and varibus 
glittering trinkets, but all in vain. ITiey remained gazing in 
mute wondpr for above two hours, "^ith their paddles in their 
liands, ready to take flight on the least attempt to approach 
them. They were all young men, well formed, and naked, 
excepting bands afid fillets of cotton about their heads, and 
coloured cloths of the same about their loins. X^iey were 
armed with bows and arrows, the latter feathered knd tipped 
w'ith bone, and they had bucklers, an article of armour seen 
for the first time among the inhabitants of the New World. 

Finding all other means to attract them ineffectual, Colum¬ 
bus now tried the power of music. He knew the fondness of 
the Indians for dances executed to the sound of Taeir rude 
drums, and the chant of their traditional ballads. He ordered 
something similar to be executed on the deck shij), 

wiiere, while one man sang to the beat of the tabor, and the 
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Bound of other musical instruments, the ship-hoys danced, 
after the popular Spanish fashion. No sooner, however, did 
this symphony strike up, than the Indians, mistaking it for a 
“signal of hostilities, put their bucklers on their arms, seized 
their bows, and let fly a shower of ari’ows. I'his rude saluta¬ 
tion was immediately answered by the discharge of a couple 
of cross-bows, which put the auditors to flight, and concluded 
this singular entertainment. 

Though thus shy of the admiral’s vessel, they approached 
one of the caravels without hesitation, and, running under the 
stern, had a parley with the pilot, who gave a cap and mantle 
to the one who appeared to be the chieftain. He received 
the presents with great delight, inviting the pilot by signs to 
come to land, where he* should be well entertained, and re¬ 
ceive great presents in return. On -his appearing to consent, 
they went to shore to wait for him. The pilot put oft* in the 
boat of the caravel to ask permission of the admiral; but the 
Indians, seeing him go on board of the hostile ship, suspected 
soiTK^ treaclicry, and sipringing into their canoe, daiied away, 
nor wtis any thing more seen of them.* 

The complexion and other physical characteristics of these 
siivages caused much surprise and speculation in the mind of 
Columbus. Supposing himself in the seventh degree of lati¬ 
tude, though actually in the tenth, he expected to find the 
inhabitants similar to the natives ^f Africa under the same 
parallel, who were black and ill-shaped, with crisped hair, or 
rather wool; whereas these were well formed, had long hair, 
and were even fairer tlian those more distant from the equator. 
The climate, also, instead of being hotter as he ^approached 
the equinoct*al, appeared more temperate. He was now in 
the dog-days, yet *1110 nights imd mornings were so cool that 
it was necessary to use covering as in wiiiter. This is the 
case in many parts of the torrid zone, especially in calni 
weather, when there is no wind, for nature, by heavy dews 
in the long nights of those latitudes, cools and refreshes the 
e.arth after the great h(?iits of the day. Columbus was at first 
greatly perplexed by these contradictions to the course of 
nature as observed in the Old World; they were in opj)osi- 
tion, als^ to the expectations he had founded on the theory of 

* del Almirante, cap. 88. P. Martyr, decad. 1. lib. vi. Las Casas^ 
Hist. Ind.jdib. i. cap. 138. MS. Letter of Columbus to the Castiliaa 
Sovereigufc; Navarretc, Colec., tom. L 
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Ferrer the lapidary, but they gradi^ll)^ contributed to tlie 
formation of a theory which was springing up in his active 
imagination, and whicli will be presently shown. 

After anchoring at Point Arenal, the crews were permitted 
to land and refresh themselves. There were no runs of water, 
but by sinking pits in the sand they soon obtained sufhcicn<^ 
to fill the casks. The anchorage at this place, however, was 
extremely insecure. A rapid current set from the eastward 
through the strait formed by the main-land and the island of 
Trinidad, flowing, as Columbus observed, night and day, with 
as much fury as the Guadalquiver when swollen by floods. 
In the pass between Point Arenal and its correspondent point, 
the confined current boiled and raged to such a degree, that 
he thought it was crossed by a reef 6f rocks and shoals, pre¬ 
venting all entrance, with others extending beyond, over whicli 
the waters roared like breakers on a rocky shore. To thi.s 
pass, from its angry and dangerous appearance, he gave tlie 
name of Boca del Sierpe (the Mouth of the Serpent). lie 
thus found himself placed between two difficulties. The con¬ 
tinual current from the east seemed to prevent all return, 
while the rocks which appeared to -beset the pass threatened 
destruction if he should proceed. Being on board his shij), 
late at night, kept awake by painful illness and an anxious 
and watchful spirit, he heard a terrible roaring from the 
south, and beheld the sea heaped up, as it were, into a gri'at 
ridge or hill, the height of the ship, covered with foam, and 
rolling towards him with a tremendous uproar. As this fii- 
rious surge approached, rendered more terrible in appearance 
by the obscjirity of night, he trembled for the safety of his 
vessels. His own ship was suddenly lifted up to luch a height 
that he dreaded, lest it should be overtumdd or cast upon the 
rocks, while anothcfi* of the ships was tom violently from her 
anchorage. The crews were for a time in great consterna¬ 
tion, fearing they should be swallowed up; but (he moun¬ 
tainous surge passed on, and gradually subsided, after a 
violent contest with the counter-curretit of the strait.* This 
sudden rush of water, it is supposed, was caused by the swell¬ 
ing of one of the riveri which flow into the Gulf of Paria, 
and which were as yet unknown to Columbus. * ’ 

* Letter of Columbus to the Castilian Sovereigns, Havarretjf Colec., 
tom. i. Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 10. Hls^^del Almi 
rante, cap. 09, 'i' 
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Anxious to extricate himself from this dangcix)us neigh¬ 
bourhood, he sent the Iroats on. the following morning to sound 
the depth of water at the Boca del Sierpe, and to ascertain 
whether it was possible for ships to pass through to the north- 
w'ard. To his great joy, they returned with a report that 
there were several fathoms of water, and currents and eddies 
setting both ways, either to enter or return. A favourable 
breeze prevailing, he immediately made sail, and passing 
through the formidable strait in safety, found himself in a 
tranquil expanse beyond. 

He was now on the inner side of Trinidad. To his left 
spread the broad gulf since known by the name of Paria, 
which he supposed to be the open sea, but was surprised, o.^ 
tasting it, to find the W'atcr fresh. He continued northward^ 
towards a mountain at the north-west point of the island, 
about fourteen leagues from Point Arcnal. Here he beheld 
two lofty capes opposite each other, one on the island of 
Trinidad, the other to the west, on the long promontory of 
Paria, which stretches from the mainland and forms the 
northern side of the gulf, but which Columbus mistook for an 
island, and named Isla de Gracia. 

Between these capes there was another pass, which ap¬ 
peared even more dangerous than the Boca del Sierpe, being 
beset with rocks, among which the current forced its way 
with roaring turbulence. To t^is pass Columbus gave the 
name of Boca del Dragon. Not choosing to encounter its 
upparent dangers, he turned northward, on Sunday, the 5th 
of August, and steered along the inner side of the suppos(*(l 
island of Gracia, inteiMing to keep on unliil he came to the 
«nd of it, afid then to strike northward into the tree and o])cii 
ocean, and shape*his course for Hispaniola. 

It was a fair and beautiful coast, indented with fine har¬ 
bours lying close ot each other; the country cultivated in 
many places, in others covered with fruit trees and stately 
forests, and watered by frequent streams. What greatly 
astonished Columbus? was still to find the water fresh, and 
that it grew more and more so the farther he proceeded ; it 
being that season of the year when the various rivers which 
empty themselves into this gulf are swollen by rains, and pour 
forth such quantities of fresh water as to conquer the saltnesa 
of tiic ocean. He was also surprised at the placidity of tbo 
sea. whif:h appeared as tranquil and safe as one vast harbour, 
so that there was no need of seeking a port to anchor in. 
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As yet he had not been able to hc^d any cominunieation 
with the people of this part of the New World. The shores 
which he had visited, though Occasionally cultivated, were ^ 
silent and deserted, and, excepting the fugitive party in the 
canoe at Point Arciial, he had seen nothing of the natives. 
After sailing several leagues along the coast, he anchored on 
Monday, the 6th of August, at a place where there appeared 
signs of cultivation, and sent the boats on shore. They found 
recent traces of people, but not an individual was to be seen. 
The coast was hilly, covered with beautiful and fruitful 
groves, an4 abounding with monkeys. Continuing further 
wx'stward, to where the country was more level, Columbus 
anchored in a river. 

Immediately a canoe, with three of four Indians, came off 
to the caravel nearest to the shore, the captain of which, pre¬ 
tending a desire to accompany them to land, sprang into their 
canoe, overturned it, and, with the assistance of his seamen, 
secured the Indians as they were swimming.* When brought 
to the admiral, he gave them beads, hawks’-bells, and sugar, 
and sent them highly gratified on shore, where many of their 
countrymen were assembled. This kind treatment had the 
usual effect. Such of the natives as had canoes, came off to 
the ships with the fullest confidence. They were tall of 
stature, finely formed, and free and graceful in their move¬ 
ments. Their hair was long and straight; some wore it cut 
short, but none of them braided it, as was the custom among 
the natives of Hispaniola. They were armed with bowS, 
arrows, and targets; the men wore cotton cloths about their 
heads and loyis, beautifully wrought '^ith various^ colours, so 
as at a distance to look like silk; but the women were en¬ 
tirely naked. They brought bread, maize* and other eat¬ 
ables, with difieredl kinds of beverage, some white, made 
from maize, and resembling beer, and others gregn, of a 
vinous flavour, and expressed from various fruits. They ap¬ 
peared to judge of everything by the sense of smell, as others 
examine objects by the sight or touch. When they approached 
a boat, they smelt to it, and then to the people. In like man¬ 
ner every thing that was given them was tried. They set but 
little value upon beads, but were extravagantly deliglltcd with 
hawks’-bells. Brass was also held in high estimation; ^ they 
appeared to find something extremely grateful in th|'smell of 
2 t, and called it Tiirey, signifying that it was from tile skies.'* 

* Herrera, Iliat. Ind.. dec&d. i. lil>. iii. cap. 11. 
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From these Indiai^ Colupibus understood that the name of 
their country was I^ria, and that farther to the west he 
would find it more populous. Taking several of them ta 
serve as guides and mediators, he proceeded eight leagues 
westward to a point which he called Aguja, or the Needle. 
Here he arrived at three o’clock in the morning. When the 
day dawned he was delighted with the beauty of the comitry. 
It was cultivated in many places, highly populous, and 
adorned with magnificent vegetation; habitations were in¬ 
terspersed among groves laden with finits and flowers ; grape¬ 
vines entwined themselves among the trees, and birds of 
bx*illiant plumage fluttered from branch to branch. The air 
was temperate and bland, and sweetened by the fragrance of 
flowers and blossoms ;• and numerous fountains and limpid 
streams kept up a universal verdure and freshness. Columbus 
was so much charmed with the beauty and amenity of this 
part of the coast, that lie gave it the name of The Gardens. 

The natives ctime ofl* in great numbers, in canoes, of supe¬ 
rior construction to»those hitherto s( en, being very large and 
light, with a cabin in the centre for the accommodation of the 
owner and his family. They invited Columbus, in tlie name 
of their king, to come to land. Many of them had collars 
and burnished plates about their necks of that inferior kind 
of gold called by the Indians guanin. They said that it 
came from a high land, which they pointed out, at no grc'at 
distance, to the west, but intimated that it was dangerous to 
go there, either because the inhabitants were cannibals, or 
the place infested by venomous animals.* But what aroused 
the attention and awftkened the cupidity of t!^e Spaniards, 
was the sight of strings of pearls around the arms of some of 
the natives. Tfiese, they informed Columbus, were procured 
on the sea-coast, on the northern side of*Paria, which he still 
suppose^d to be an island; and they showed the mother-of- 
pearl shells whence they had been taken. Anxious for 
further information, and to procure specimens of these jx'arls 
to send to Spain, he despatched the boats to shore. A multi¬ 
tude of the natives rame to the beach to receive them, headed 
by the chief cacique and his son. They treated the Spfiniards 
ftdth pfofound reverence, as beings descended from heaven, 
and conducted them to a spacious house, the residence of the 


• Letter of Columbus to the Castilian Sovereigns, Navarrete, Colcc., 
tom. i, jj? ?55i. 
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':acique, wliere they were regaled whh bread and various 
fruits of excellent flavour, and the different kinds of beverage 
already mentioned. While they were in "the house, the men 
remained together at one end of it» and the women at the 
other. After they had finished their collation at the house of 
the cacique, they were taken to that of his son, where a like 
repast was set before them. These people were remarkably 
affable, though, at the same time, they possessed a more in¬ 
trepid and martial air and spirit than the natives of Cuba and 
Hispaniola. They were fairer, Columbus observes, than any 
he had yet seen, though so near to the equinoctial line, where 
he had expected to find them of the colour of Ethiopians. 
Many ornaments of gold were seen among them, but all of an 
inferior quality: one Indian had a piece of the size of an 
ajiple. They had various kinds of domesticated parrots, one 
of a light-green colour, with a yellow neck, and the tips of 
the wings of a bright red; others of the size of domestic 
fowls, and of a vivid scarlet, excepting some azure feathers in 
the wings. These they readily gave to ,the Spaniards; but 
Avhat the latter most coveted were the pearls, of which they 
saw many necklaces and bracelets among the Indian women. 
The latter gladly gave them in exchange for hawks’-bells or 
any article of brass, and several specimens of fine pearls were 
procured for the admiral to send to the sovereigns.* 

The kindness and amity of^this people were heightened by 
an intelligent demeanour and a martial frankness. They 
seemed worthy of the beautiful country they inhabited. I<» 
was a cause of great eoncern both to them and the Spaniards, 
that they could nof understand each olher’s language. They 
conversed, however, by signs; mutual good-will ftiade their 
intercomrse easy and pleasant; and at the hoifr of vespers the 
Sj)aniards returned on board of their ships, highly gratified 
with their entertainment. 

CHAPTER III.—[1498.] 

The quantity of fine pearls found among the natives of 
Paria was sufficient to arouse the sanguine anticipations of 
Columbus. It appeared to corroborate the theory of Ferrer, 
the learned jeweller, that, as he approached the equiAor, he 
would find the most rare and precious productions of nature. 

* Letter of Columbus. Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i lib. ill. cap. IL 
Hiat. del Almirante, cap. 70. I 
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TIis active imagination, with its intuitive rapidity, seized upon 
every circumstance iil^iAiison with his wishes, and, combining 
them, drew thence the most brilliant inferences. He had 
read in Pliny that pearls are generated from drops of dew 
which fall into the mouths of oysters : if so, what place could 
be more propitious to their growth and multiplication than 
the coast of Paria ? The dew in those parts was heavy and 
abundant, and the oysters were so plentiful that they clustered 
about the roots and pendant branches of the mangrove trees 
which grew within the margin of the tranquil sea. When a 
branch which had drooped for a time in the water was drawn 
forth, it was found covered with oysters. Las Casas, noticing 
this sanguine conclusion of Columbus, observes that the shell¬ 
fish here spoken pf are* not of the kind which produce pearl, 
for that those by a natural instinct, as if conscious of their 
precious charge, hide themselves in the deepest watcr.'*‘ 

Still imagining the coast of Paria to be an island, and 
anxious to circumnavigate it, and arrive at the place where 
these pearls were i|aid by the Indians to abound, Columbus 
left the Gardens on the 10th of August, and continued coasting 
westward within the gulf, in search of an outlet to the north. 
He observed portions of Terra Firma appearing towards the 
bottom«of the gulf, which he supposedtobeislands, and called 
them Isabeta and Tramontana, and fancied that the desired 
outlet to the sea must lie between them. As he advanced, 
however, he found the water continually growing shallower 
#nd fresher, until he did not dare to venture any farther with 
his ship, which, he observed, was of too great a size for expe¬ 
ditions of this kind, teing of an hundred* tons burden, and 
requiring liiree fathoms of water. He came to ?inchor, there¬ 
fore, and sent adight caravel called the Correo, to ascertain 
whether there was an outlet to the ocean between the su])- 
posed islands* The caravel returned on the following day, re])ort- 
ing thaflat the western end of the gulf there was an opening of 
two leagues, wmich led into an inner and circular gulf, surrounded 
by four openings, apparently smaller gulfs, or rather moutlis of 
rivers, from which flowed the great quantity of fresh w^atcr that 
sweetened the neighbouring sea. In fact, from one of these 
iTioukha issued the great river the Cuparipari, or, as it is now 
called, the Paria. To this inner and circular gulf Columbus 
the name of the Gulf of Pearls, through a misUikeii 
t * Laa Casas. Hist. Tnd., cap. 136. 
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idea that they abounded in its waters, though none, in 
are found there. He still imagined the four openings of 
which the mariners spoke might be intervals between islands, 
tliough they affirmed that all the land he saw was connected.* < 
As it was impossible to proceed further westward with his 
ships, he had no alternative but to retrace his course, and seek 
an exit to the north by the Boca del Dragon. He would 
gladly have continued for some time to explore this coast, for 
he considered himself in one of those opulent regions described 
as the most favoured upon earth, and which increase in riches 
towards the equator. Imperious considerations, however, 
compelled him to shorten his voyage, and hasten to St. 
Domingo. The sea-stores of his ship were almost exhausted, 
and the various supplies for the colony with which they were 
freighted were in danger of spoiling. He was suffering, also, 
extremely in his health. Besides the gout, which had ren¬ 
dered him a cripple for the greater part of the voyage, he was 
afflicted by a complaint in his eyes, caused by fatigue and 
over-watching, which almost deprived him of sight. Even 
the voyage along the coast of Ouba, he observes, in which he 
was three and thirty days almost without sleep, had not so 
injured his eyes and disordered his frame, or caused him so 
much painful suffering, as the present.f 

On the 11th of August, therefore, he set sail eastward for 
' the Boca del Dragon, and was borne along with groat velocity 
by the currents, which, howdver, prevented him from landing 
again at his favourite spot, the Gardens. On Sunday the 13t^j 
he anchored near to the Boca, in a fine hai’bour, to which lie 
gave the name of S^uerto do Gatos, frqjin a species of monkey 
called gato pnulo, with which the neighbourhood* abounded. 
On tlje margin of the sea he perceived many trees which, as 
lie thought, produced the mirabolane, a fruit only found 
in the countries of the East. There were great numbers also 
of mangroves growing within the water, with oysters jclingiiig 
to their branches, their mouths open, as he supposed, to 
receive the dew, which was afterwards ,to be transformed to 
pearls. J 

On the following morning, the 14th of August, towards 
noon, the sMps approached the Boca del Dragon, ajjd pre* 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 78. 

+ Letter of Columbus to the Sovercig^ns, Navarrete, tom 1. p. 232 

J Herrera, Hkt. Ind., dccad. i. lib. iii. cap. 10. • 
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})fired to venture througli that formidable pass. The* distance 
from Cape Boto, at end of PnKa, and Cape Lapa, the 
extremity of Trinidad,^is about five leagues; but iu t'na 
interval there were two islands, which Columbus named 
Caracol and Delphin. The impetuous body of fresh wati r 
which flows through the gulf, particularly in the rainy mouths 
of July and August, is confined at the narrow outlets between 
these islands, where it causes a turbulent sea, foaming and 
roaring as if breaking over rocks, and renderir^ the entranee 
and exit of the gulf extremely dangerous. The horrors ami 
perils of such places are always tenfold to discoverers, who 
have no chart, nor pilot, nor advice of previous voyager, to 
guide them. Columbus, at first, apprehended sunken rocks 
and shoals, but on attentively considering the commotion of 
»the strait, he attributed^t to the confliet between the prodi¬ 
gious body of fresh water setting through the gulf and 
struggling for an outlet, and the tide of salt water strugglmg 
to enter. The ships had scarcely ventured into the fearful 
channel when the wind died away, and they were in danger 
every moment of beijig thrown upon the rocks or sands. The 
current of fresh water, howe^•cr, gained the victory, and 
earned them safely through. The admiral when once more in 
the open sea, congratulatj^d himself upon his escape from this 
perilous strait, which, he observes, might well be called the 
Mouth of the Dragon.* 

Tie now stood to the westward, running along the outer 
coast of Paria, still supposing it an island, and intending 
visit the Gulf of Pearls, which he im£^ 5 ined to be at the 
end of it, opening to the sea. He wighed to ascertain 
wdiether this great bod^of fresh water proceeded from rivers, 
as the crew*of the caravel Correo had affirmed, for it appearet' 
to him impossibl^that the streams of mere islands, as he su}>- 
posed the surrounding lands, could funiiflh such a prodigiou.s 
volume of water. 

On leaving the Boca del Dragon, he saw to the north-ca.st, 
many leagues distant, two island, whichhe called Assumption 
and Conception,—probably those now known as Tobago and 
Granada. In his course along the northern coast of Pari a he 
saw several efther small islands, and many fine harbours, to 
ftomc ^^ which he gave names, but they have ceased to be 
known by them. On the 15th he discovered the islands o? 

* Herrera^ Hist. Ind., decad. L lib. lii. cap. 11 
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Margarita and Cubagua, afterwards famous for their pearl- 
fishery. The island of Margarita, pl^ut fifteen leagues in 
length and six in breadth, was well ^opled. The little island 
of Cubagua, lying between it and the main land, and only 
about four leagues from the latter, was dry and sterile, with¬ 
out either wood or fresh water, but possessing a good harbour. 
On approaching this island, the admiral beheld a number of 
Indians fishing for pearls. Who made for the land. A boat 
being sent to communicate with them, one of the sailors 
noticed many stiings of pearls round the neck of a female. 
Having a plate of Valencia ware, a kind of porcelain painted 
and varnished with gaudy colours, he broke it, and presented 
the ])ieces to the Indian woman, who gave him in exchange a 
considerable number of her pearls. These he carried to the 
admiral, who immediately sent persbns on shore, well pro¬ 
vided with Valencian plates and hawks’-bells, for which in a 
little time, he procured about three pounds’ weight of pearls, 
some of which were of a very large size, and were sent by him 
afterwards to the sovereigns as specimens.'’*' " 

There was great temptation to visit other spots, which the 
Indians mentioned as abounding in pearls. The coast of 
Pari a, also, continued extending to the westward as far as the 
eye could reach, rising into a range of mountains, and pro¬ 
voking examination to ascertain whether, as he began to 
think, it was a part of the Asiatic continent. Columbus was 
ompcllcd, however, thougb with the greatest reluctance, to 
forego this most interesting investigation. 

The malady of his eyes had now grown so virulent that Re 
could no longer t8,ke observations or keep a look-out, but had 
to trust to Ike reports of the pilots aiid mariner^. He bore 
jiway, therefore, for Hispaniola, intendiuK to repose there 
fi om the toils of his voyage, and to recruit his health, while 
he should send his* brother, the Adelantado, to complete the 
discovery of tliis important country. After sailing,five days 
to the north-west, he made the island of Hispdniola on 
the 19th of August, fifty leagues to the westward of the river 
O/ema, the place of his destination, aii^ anchored on the fol¬ 
lowing morning under the little island of Beata. 

He was astonished to find himself so mistaken in his calcu¬ 
lations, and so far below his destined port; but he afi*ibutcd 
it correctly to the force of the current setting out of the Boca 
* CbarlevQ**> Hist. St. Domingo, lib. iii. p. 169.^ 
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del Dragon, which, while he had lain-to at nights, to avoid 
running on rocks and sl^ls, had borne his ship insensibly to 
the west. This current, which sets across the Caribbean sea, 
(t'lnd the continuation of which now bears the name of the 
Gulf Stream, 'was SQ rapid, that on the 15th, though the wind 
was but moderate, Ihe ships had made seventy-five leagues in 
four-and-twenty hours. Columbus attributed to the violence 
of this current the formation of that pass called the Boca del 
Dragon, where he suppewed it "had forced its way through a 
narrow isthmus that formerly fconnected Trinidad with the 
extremity of Paria. He imagined, also, that its constant 
operation had worn away and inundated the borders of the 
main land, gradually producing that fringe of islands which ' 
stretches j^om Trinidad,to the Lucayos or Bahamas, and 
which, according to his idea, had originally been part of the 
solid continent. Tn corroboration of this opinion, he notices 
the form of those islands: narrow from north to south, and 
extending in length from east to west, in the direction of the 
current.’*^ . 

The island of Beata, Vhere he had anchored, is about thirty 
leagues to the west of the riven Ozema, where he expected to 
find the new sea-port which his brother had been instructed 
to establish. The strong and steady current from the east, 
however, and the prevalence of winds from that quarter, 
might detain him for a long timt at the island, and render 
the remainder of his voyage slow allid precarious. He sent a 
boat on shore,' therefore, to procure an Indian messenger to 
takS a letter to his brother, the Adelantado. Six of the 
natives canie off to the sheps, one of whom was armed with a 
Spanish cross-bow. llie admiral was alarmed dt seeing a 
weapon of the kin^ in the possession of an Indian. It was 
not an article of traffic, and he feared cou)^ only have fallen 
into his hands by the death of some Spamard.f He appre¬ 
hended thq,t further evils had befallen the settlement during 
his long absence, and that there had again been' troubles with 
Lhe natives. , v 

Having dispatched his messenger, he m^e sail, and arrived 
oft‘ the mouth of the river on file 8Qth of August. He was 
met on the way by a caravel, on board of which was the 
AdelanfS!^, who, having received his letter, had hastened 

* ?^tteT to the King and Queen, Navarrete, Oolec., tom. i. 
i ua» Casaa. Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 148 
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forth with affectionate ardour to wdicome his arrival. The 
meeting of the brothers was a c^e of mutual joy; they 
were strongly attached to each other^ each hsd had his trials 
and sufferings during their long separation, and, each loolceu 
with confidence to the other for comfort and relief. Don 
Bartholomew appars to,have always had great deference for 
the brilliant genius, thd enlarged mind, and'the commanding 
reputation of his brother; while the latter placed great 
reliance, in times of difficult/, on ihe worldly knowledge, the 
indefatigable activity, and the lion-hearted courage of the 
i^delantado. 

Columbus arrived almost the wreck of himself. Ills 
voyages were always of a nature to wear out the human 
frame, having to navigate amidst unknown dangers, and to 
keep anxious watch, at all hours, and in all weathers. As 
age and infirmity increased upon him, these trials became the 
more severe. His constitution must originally have been 
wonderfully vigorous; but constitutions of this powerful kind, 
if exposed to severe hardships at an advanced period of life, 
when the frame has become somewhat rigid and unaccom¬ 
modating, are apt to be suddenly broken up, and to be a prey 
to violent aches and maladies. In this last voyage, Columbus 
had been parched and consumed by fever, racked by gout, 
and his wWe system disordered by incessant watchfulness ; 
he came into port haggard, emaciated, and almost blind. His 
spirit, however, was, as usual, superior to all bodily affliction 
or decay, and he looked forward with magnificent anticipa¬ 
tions to the result of his recent discoveries, which he intended 
should be immediately prosecuted by his hardy and enter¬ 
prising brother. • 

CHAPTER IV.—[14931] 

Thm natural pkenomena of a great and striking natui'o 
presented to the ardent mind of Columbus in the course of 
this voyage, led to certain sound 4oductions and imaginative 
speculations. The immerlse body of fresh waiter flowing into 
the Gulf of Paria, and thence rushing'into ffite ocean, was too 
vast to be produced by an island or by islands. It must be the 
congregate streams of a great extent of country pouring 
forth in one mighty river, and the land nebessary^-aLiuinish 
such a river, must be a continent. He now^ supposed that 
most of the tracts of land which he harf seen about the Gulf, 
were connected: that the coast of Paria extendai w'estward 



HIS DEDUCI^ONS AND SPECUI.ATIONS. 3/53 

& 

far bey jud a chain of mi^ntains which he had beheld afar off 
from "Margftritaj ieiSid tnat the land opposite to Trinidad, 
instead of l)eing an iislond, continued to me ^uth, far beyond 
the equator, into tl|^t hemisphere'hitherto unknown to civilized 
man. He oohst^red aQ tMs an exteii^on of the Asiatic 
continent; thus presuming that the greater part of the surface 
of the globe was firm land. In this last opinion he found 
himself supported by authors of the highest name, both ancient 
and modem; among wh6m he cites Aristofie and Seneca, 
St. Augustine, and Cardinal Pedro de Aliaco. He lays par¬ 
ticular stress also on the assertion of the apocryphal Esdras, 
that of seven parts of the world, six are dry land, and, one 
part only is covered with water. 

The laud, theiefore, sufroimding the Gulf of Paria, was but 
the border of an almost boundless continent, stretching far to 
the west and to the south, including the, most precious regions 
i)f the earth, lying under the most auspicious stars and 
benignant skies, but as yet unknovra and uncivilized, free to 
be discovered and appropriated by any Christian nation 
“May it please our Lord,” he exclaims in his letter to the 
(Sovereigns, “ to give long life and health to your highnesses, 
that you may prosecute this noble enterprise, in which, 
methinks, God will receive great service, Spain vast increase 
of grandeur, and all Christians much consolation and delight, 
since the name of our Saviour will* be divulged throughout 
these lands.’^ 

Thus far the deductions of Columbus, though sanguine, 
admit of Httle cavil; but he carried them s^ll farther^, until 
they ended in what may appear to some,' mere chimerical 
reveries. In*his letter to the soverei™, he stated that' on 
his former voyagds, when he steered westward from the 
Azores, ho had observed, after sailing bbout a hundred 
leagues, a ^dden ^d great change in the sky and the star.s, 
the tempeiiture nf ibe air, and Jdie calmness of_the ocean. 
It seemed as if a line ran from north to south, beyond which 
everything became difflrent. The needle which had pre¬ 
viously ifrollped toward the noith-east, now varied a whole 
point to the north-west. 'Ib;e sea, hitherto clear, was covered 
with weiB^, so demse, that in his first voyage he had expected 
to run aground upon shoals. A universal tranquillity reigned 
throughbiit ■ the elements, and the climate was mild and 
genial, whether in Summer or winter. On taking his astro- 

2 Tt 2 
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nomical observations at night, after crossing that imaginan? 
line, the north star appeared to him to describe a diurnal 
circle in the heavens, of five degrees in diameter. 

On his present voyage, he had varied his route, and bad* 
run southward froih the Cape de Verde islands for the equi* 
noctial line. Before reaching it, however, the heat had 
become ihsupportable, and, a wind springing nip from the 
eAst, he had been induced to strike westward, when in the 
parallel of Sierra Leone in Guinea. For several days he had 
been almost consumed by scorching and stifling heat under a 
sultry yet clouded sky, and in a drizzling atmosphere, until 
he arrived at the ideal line already mentioned, extending 
from north to south. Here suddenly, to his great relief, he 
had emerged into serene weather, wkh a clear blue sky, and i 
sweet and temperate atmosphere. The farther he had pro¬ 
ceeded west, the more pure and genial he had found the 
climate ; the sea tranquil, the breezes soft and balmy. All 
these phenomena coincided with those hq, had remarked at 
the same line, though farther north, p his former voyages ; 
excepting that here there was no herbage in the sea, and the 
movements of stars were different. The polar star appeared 
to him here to describe a diurnal circle of ten degrees instead 
of five; an augmentation which struck him with astonishment, 
but which he says he ascertained by observations taken in 
different nights, with his quadrant. Its greatest altitude at 
the former place, in the parallel of the Azores, he had found 
to be ten degrees, and in the present place fifteen. „ ' 

From these and other circumstances; he was inclined to 
doubt the recefved theory with r^tepect to the form of the 
earth. Philosophers had described it as spheridal; but they 
knew nothing of the part of the world cwhieh he had dis¬ 
covered. The aneient part, known to them, he had no doubt 
was spherical, but he now supposed the real form of the 
earth to be that of a pear, one part much more elevated than 
the rest, and tapering upward toward the aides. This part ho 
supposed to be in the interior of thisonewly-found continent, 
and immediately under the equator. Afl. the phenomena 
w^hich^he had previoudy noticed, appeared to collaborate this 
theory. The variations which he had observed in ptyag ing the 
imaginary line running from north to south, be concluded to 
be caused by the ships having arrived at this supposed swell¬ 
ing of the earth, where they began gently to mount towards 
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the skies into a purer more celestial atmosphere.* The 
variation of the needle lie ascribed to the same cause, heinj; 
affected by the coolness and mildness of the climate; varyin*:; 
to the north-west ^ proportion as the ships continued onward 
:ii their asoent.f ob also the altitude of Ihe north star, and 
the circle it described in the heavens, appeared to be greater, 
in consequence of being regarded from a greater elevation, 
less obliquely, and through a purer medium of atmosphere; 
and these phenomena would be found to increase the more 
the navigator approached the equator, from the still-increasing 
eminence of this part of the earth. 

He noticed, also, the difference of climate, vegetation, and 
people, of this part of the New World, from those under the 
same parallel in Africa.® There the heat was insupportable, 
the land parched and sterile, the inhabitants were black, with 
jrisped wool, ill-shapen in their forms, and dull and brutal in 
their natures. Here, on the contrary, although the sun was 
in Leo, he found the noontide heat moderate, the mornings 
and evenings fresh an(J cool, the country green and fruitfid, 
and covatedwith beautiful forests, the people fairer even than 
those in the lands he had discovered farther north, having 
long hair, with well-proportioned and graceful forms, lively 
minds, and courageous dispositions. All this, in a latitude so 
near to the equator, he attributed to the superior altitude of 
this part of the world, by which ^ was raised into a more 
celestial region of the air. On turning northward, through 
the«GuLf of Paria, he had found the circle described by the 
north star again to diminish. The current of the sea also 
increased in velocity, wbhring away, as h^s already been 
remarked, thb borders of the continent, and producing by its 
incessant operation the adjacent islands. This was a further 

• 

* Peter Martyr mentions that the admiral told him, that, from the 
climate of gteat heat and unwholesome air, he had ascended the back of 
the sea, as it were ascending a high monntain towards heaven. Decud. 
i. lib. vi. 

t Columbus, in his att4hipt8 to account for the variation of the 
needle, supposed that the north star possessed the quality of the four 
cardinal points, as did likewise the loadstone. That if the needle wero 
touche d wit h one part of the loadstone, it would point east, with another 
west, anoBO on. Wherefore, he'adds, those who prepare or magnetize 
the needjes, cover the loadstone with a cloth, so that the north part 
only remains out; that is to say, the part which possesses the virtue of 
causing the needle to point to the north. Hist, del Almirante, cap. Gd 
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confirmation of tfie idea that he asceiLled in going southward 
and descended in returning northwa^S. 

Aristotle had imagined 'diat the highest part of the earth, 
and nearest to the skies, was under the antariic ^ pol^. Other* 
sages had imdnta^lili^ tiiat it was under the arctic. Hence it 
was apppent that both conceived one part of the earth to be 
more elevated, and noble^ and nearer to the heavens than the 
rest. They did not think of this eminence being under the 
equinoctial line, observed Columbus, because they had , no 
certain knowledge of this hemisphere, but only spoke of it 
theoretically and from conjecture. 

As usual, he assisted his theory by Holy Writ. “ UTie sun, 
when God created it,” he observes, “was in the first point Oa 
the Orient, or the first light was there.” That place, accorclr 
ing to his idea, must be here, in the remotest part of the East, 
where the ocean and the extreme part of India meet under 
the equinoctial line, and where the highest point of the earth 
is situated. 

He supposed this apex of the world, tnough of immense 
height, to be neither ru^ed nor precipitous, but that the land 
rose to it by gentle and imperceptible degrees. The beau¬ 
tiful and fertile shores of Paria were situated on its remote 
borders, aboimding of course with those precious * articles 
which are congenial with the most favoured and excellent 
climates. As one penetrated the interior and gradually 
ascended, the land would^’be found to increase in beauty and 
luxuriance, and in the exquisite nature of its pvoductij)ns, 
until one arrived at the summit under the equator. This he 
imagined to be the noblest and mcjt perfect place on earth, 
enjoying, from its position, an equality of nights and days, 
and a uniformity of seasons; and being elevated into a serene 
and heavenly temperature, above the heats and colds, the 
clouds and 'vapours, the storms and tempests which deform 
and disturb the lower regions. In a word, here supposed 
to be situated the original abod6 of our first parents, the 
primitive seat of human innocence amd bliss, the Garden of 
Eden, or terrestrial paradise I 

He im^ined this place, according to opinion of the 
most eminent fathers of the churdh; to be Blili fiqj^u^hing, 
possessed lof all its blissful delights, but inaeeessible to mortal 
feet, excepting by divine permission. From this hef'ght he 
presumed, though of course from a great distance,.proceeded 
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the mighty stream of pesh water which filled the Gulf of 
Paria, and sweetened C^e salt ocean in its vicinity, being 
supplied by the fcinntain mentioned in Genesis, as springing 
from the tree of in the Gnrden of Eden. , 

Such .was the ^%tdar speculation oi Columbus, which he 
details at full length in a letter to the Castilian sovereigns,^' 
citing various anthwities for his opinions, among which were 
St. Augustine, ^ Isidor, and St. Ambrosius, and fortifying 
his theory with much of that curious and' speculative erudition 
in which he was deeply versed.f It shows how his ardent 
mind was heated by the magnificence of his discoveries. 
Shrewd men, in the coolness and quietude of ordinary life, 
and in these modem days of cautious and sober fact, may 
smile at such a reverie, but it was countenanced by the specu¬ 
lations of the most sage and learned of those times; and if 
this had not been the case, could we wonder at any sally of 
tlie imagination in a man placed in the situation of Columbus ? 
lie beheld a vast world, rising, as it were, into existence 
before "him, its nature and extent unknown and undefined, as 
5 et a mere region foi* conjecture. Every day displayed some 
new feature of beauty and.sublimity; island after island, 
where the rocks, he was told, were veined with gold, tlie 
groves teemed with spices, or the shores abounded with pearls. 
Interminable ranges of coast, promontory beyond promontory, 
stretching as far, as the eye could reach; luxuriant valleys 
sweeping away into a vast intcriof, w^ose distant mountains, 
lie was told^ concealed still happier lands, and realms of 
greater opulence. When he looked upon all this region of 
golden promise, it was evith the glorious cfdnviction that his 
genius had<jalle4 it iuto existence; he regardedf it with the 
triumphant eye qf a discoverer. Had not Columbus been 
capable of these esthusiastie soarings of •the imagination, he 
might, with other sages, have reasoned calmly and coldly in 

• Navarfete, Colec <Je Yfages, tom. i. p. ^42, 

t See lUastratiou's, article " Situation of the Terrestrial Paradise.” 

NoTa—^A'gr^t part ef these speculations appear to have been 
founded on the treatise of the Cardinal Pedro de Aliaco, in which Co¬ 
lumbus found a compendium of tlie opinions of various eminent authors 
on the subject; though it is very probable he consulted mamy of their 
wofkssJSItewise., In the volume of Pedro de Aliaco, existing in the 
library of the eathedral at Seville, I have traced the germs of these 
ideas ii: various passages of the text, opposite to vrhich marginal notes 
have been made in the handwriting of Columbus. 
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his closet about the probability of a |ontiuent existing in tlic 
west; but he never have ha<lAhe daring enterprise lo 

adventure in search of it into the unknown realms of ocean. 

Still, in the nddst of his &ncifiil speculations, we find that' 
sagacity which formed the basis of his character. -The con¬ 
clusion which he drew from the great flow'of the Oronoco, 
that it must be the outpouring of a continent, was acute and 
striking^ learned Spanish historian has also ingeniously 
excused other parts of Ms theory. “ He suspected," obsen cs 
he, “ a certain elevation of the globe at one part of the 
equator; philoso^ers have since determined the world to be 
a spheroid, slightly elevated in its equatorial circumferences 
He suspected that the diversity of temperatures influenced 
he needle, not being able to penetrate the cause of its incoiir 
slant variations ; the successive series of voyages and experi¬ 
ments have made this inconstancy more manifest, and have 
shown that extreme cold sometimes divests the needle of ail 
its virtue. Perhaps new observations may justify the surmise 
of Columbus. Even his error concerning the circle described 
by the polar star, which he thought augmented by an optical 
illusion in pre^ortion as the observer approached the equi¬ 
nox, manifests him a philosopher superior to the time in 
which he lived."* 


BOOK XL 

CHAPTER I.—[1498.] 

CoLTTMBTTS had anticipated repose from hxs toils on arriving 
at Hispaniola, bu^ a new scene of treble and anxiety opened 
upon him, destined to inipede the prosecution ef his enter¬ 
prises, and to afiect all his future fortunes.,^ To explain this, 
it is necessary to relate tlie 'occurrences of|)the island during 
his long detention in Spain. 

When he sailed for Europe in M^iarch 1496, hi% brother, 
Don Bartholomew, who remained as Adelantado, took the 
earliest measures to execute his directiqps with respect to the 
mines recently discovered by Miguel Diaz the south side 
of the island. Leaving Don Diego Columi^ in command at 
Isabella, he repaired with a large force to the neighb^gurhqpd 
oi the mines, and, choosing a favourable situation in a place 
most abounding in ore, built a fortress, to which he gaye the 

• Mufto^ Hifit. K. Mundo lib. vi. § 82. 
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name of San Christova. The workmen, however, finding 
grains of gold among iio earth and stone employed in its 
construction, gave it the name of the Gulden Tower.* 

The Adelantad 0 r^coained here three months, superintend¬ 
ing the building of the fortress, atd making the necessary 
preparations for working the mines and purifying the ore. 
The progress of the work, however, was greatly impeded by 
scarcity of provisions, having frequently to detach a part of 
the men about the country in quest of suj^lies. The former 
hospitality of the island was at an^end. The Indians no 
longer gave their provisions freely; they had learnt from the 
■white men to profit by the necessities of the stranger, and to 
jxact a price for bread. Their scanty stores, also, were soon 
•xhausted, for their fruggil habits, and their natural indolence 
and improvidence, seldom permitted them to have more 
provisions on hand than was requisite for present support, f 
The Adelantado found it difficult, therefore, to maintain so 
large a. force in the neighbourhood, until they should have 
time to cultivate Ihe eaith, and raise live-stock, or should 
receive supplies from *Spam. Leaving ten men to guard the 
fortress with a dog to assist them in catching utias, he 
marched with the rest of his men, about four hundred in num¬ 
ber, to Fort Conception, in the abundant country of the 
Vega. He passed the whole month of June collecting the 
quarterly tribute, being supplied with food by Guarionex and 
his subordinate caciques. In thff following month (July, 
1496,) the three caravels commanded by Nino arrived from 
Spain, bringing a reinforcement of men, and, what was still 
more needed, a supply of ^provisions. The latter was quickly 
distributed among the hungry colonists, but unfiJrtunately a 
great part had been injured during the voyage. This was a 
serious misfortune in a commimity where^ the least scarcity 
produced murmur and sedition. 

By thei ships the Adelantado received letters from his 
brother, directing him to foimd a town and sea-port at th(5 
mouth of the Ozema, to the new mines, ^e requested 
him, also, to send prisoners to Spain such of the caciques and 
their subjects as had been concerned in the' death of any of 
the,colo^ts; that being considered as sufficient ground, by 
many m the ablest jurists and: llieologians of Spain, for selling 
them PS slaves. Oh the return of the caravels, the Adelan^ 
t Peter Martyr, decad. i. lib. iv. t Ibid. lib. t. 
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tado dispatched three hundred Indila piiscmers, and three 
caciqnes. These Cormed the ill-sta]:;|^ ear^es about which 
^ido hsd n^ade such absurd vauntuig, as &nigh ^e ships 
were laden with treasure; and which had caused such mor- 
tiiication, disai^ointmeni^ and delay to Columbus. 

Having obtained by this arrival a supply of provisions, the 
Adelantado returned to . the fortress of San Ohristoval,: and 
thence proceeded to the Ozema, to choose a site for the pro¬ 
posed sea-port., After a pareM examination, he chose the 
eastern bo^ of a natural haven at the mouth of the river. 
It was easy of access, of sufficient depth, and good anchorage. 
The river ran through a beautiM and fertile country; its 
waters were pure and salubrious, and well stocked with fish; 
its banks Were covered with trees Rearing the fine fruits of 
the.island, so that in sailing along, the fruits and flowers 
might be plucked with the hand from the branches which 
overhung the stream.* Hiia delightfiil vicinity was the 
dwelling-place of the female cacique who had conceived an 
affection for the young Spaniard Miguel Diaz, and had in¬ 
duced him to entice his countrymen to ^at part of the island. 
The promise she had given of a friendly reception on the part 
of her tribe was faithfully performed. 

On a commanding banlc of the harbour, Don Bartholomew 
erected a fortress, which at first was called Isabella, but after- 
w'ards San Domingo, and was the origin of the city which still 
bears that name. The Adelantado was of an active and inde¬ 
fatigable spirit. No sooner was the fortress completed, than 
he left in it a garrison of twenty men, and with the relt of 
his forces set ou| to visit the dominions of Behechio, one of 
the principal chieftains of the island. This cagique, as has 
already been mentioned, reigned over X^agua, a province 
comprising almost the whole coast at the west end of the 
island, including thpe Tiburon, and extending along the 
south side as & as Point Aguida, or the snlall island of 
Beata. It was one of the most populous and fertile districts, 
with n delightful climate; and its inhabitants were softer and 
more ^aceful in their manners than the r^t of the islanders 
Being so remote from all the fortresses, cacique, .although 
he had taken a part in the combination of tie cbieftains,^had 
hitherto remained free from the incursions and exS&llons of 
tlie white men. ^ 

♦ Peter Martjr, decad. i, Uh v. 
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With thiS'cacique r«ided Anacaona, widov^ of the late for¬ 
midable Caonabo^ SIk' sister to Behechio, and had taken 
refuge with he?' blrother after the capture o£ her husband. 
She was one of the most beautiful females of the island; her 
name in the language signified “ The Golden Flower.” 

She possesseil a i^perior to the generality of her race, 
and was said'to excel in composing those little legendary 
ballads, or areytos, which the natives chanted as they per¬ 
formed their national dances. All the Spanish writers agree 
. in desenhing her as possessing a mitur^ dignity and grace 
hardly to be credited in her ignorant and savage condition. 
Notwithstanding the ixdn with which her husband had been 
overwhelmed by the hostility of thfe white men, she appears to 
Jiave entertained no vindictive feeling towaids them, knowing 
that he had provoked their vengeance by his own voluntary 
warfare. She regarded thd Spaniards with admiration as al¬ 
most superhuman beings, and her intelligent mind perceived 
the futility and impolicy of any attempt to resist their supe¬ 
riority in arts and arms. Having great influence over her 
brother Behechio, slife counselled him to take warning by the 
fate of her husband, and to conciliate the friendship of ttie 
Spaniards; and it is supposed that a knowledge of the friendly 
sentiments and powerful influence of this princess, in a great 
measure prompted the Adelantado to his present expedition.* 

In passings through those parts of the island which had 
hitherto b#en unvkited by Europeans, the Adelantado adopted 
the same imposing measures which the admiral had used on a 
foftner occasion; he put his cavalry in the advance, and en¬ 
tered all the Indian tov-ns in martial array, with standards 
displayed, and l^e sound of drum and trumpet. * 

After proceeding about thirty leagues, he came to the river 
Neyva, which, issuing from the mouutaiqs of Cibao, divides 
the southern side of the island. Crossmg this stream, he 
dispatched two parties of ten men each along the sea-ooast in 
search of brazil-wood. They foxmd great quantities, and 
felled many trees, w^ich they stored the Indian cabins, 
until they could be taken away by sea. 

Inclining with his main force to the right, the Adelantado 
met, not ^ from the river,, the eacique Behechio, with a 
gi’eat*ffiny of hia subjects, armed with bows and arrows, and 

* CVwlevoix, Hist. St. Domingo, lib. ii. p. 147, Mufioz, Hist. N 
lluucio, lib. vi. § 6. 
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lances. If he had come forth with thl intention of opposing 
the inroad into his forest domains, h^was probably daunted 
by the formidable appearance of the Spaniards. La^^ing aside 
his weapons, he advanced and accost^ the Adelantado very 
amicably, professing that he was thus in arms for the purpose 
of subjecting certaii^ villages along the river, and inquiring, 
at the same time, the object of this incursion of the Spaniards. 
The Adelanllado assured him that he came on a peaceful visit 
to pass a little time in a friendly intercourse at Xaragaa. 
He succeeded so w^ell in allaying the apprehensions of the • 
-icique, that the latter dismissed his army, and sent swift 
messengers to order preparations for the suitable reception of 
so distinguished a guest. ‘As the Spaniards advanced into 
the territories of the chieftain, and passed through the dis- > 
tricts of his inferior caciques, the latter brought forth cassava 
bread, hemp, cotton, and various' other productions of the 
land. At length they drew near to the>residence of Behephio, 
which was a large town situated in a beautiful part of the 
country near the coast, at the bottom of ^that deep bay, called 
at present the Bight of Leogan. 

The Spaniards had heard many accounts of the soft and 
delightful region of Xaragua, in one part of which Indian 
traditions placed their Elysian fields. They had heard much, 
also, of the beauty and urbanity of the inhabitants: the mode 


of their reception was calculated to confirm their favourable 
prepossessions. As they a](Jproached the place, thirty females 
of the cacique’s household came forth to meet them, singigg 
their areytos, or traditionary ballads, and dancing and waving 
palm branches. Che married female»wore aprons of embroi¬ 
dered cottoit, reaching half way to the kdee; ‘the young 
women were entirely naked, with merely f, fillet round the 
forehead, their bail*falling upon their shouldrs. They were 
beautifully proportioned; their skin smooth and delicate, and 
their complexion of a clear a^eeable brown. AceWing to 
old Peter Martyr, the Spaniards when they beheld them 
issuing forth from their green woods, ebnost imagined they 
beheld the fabled dryads, or tiative nymphs and fairies of the 
fountains, sung by the ancient poets.* When they came 
before Don Barthobmew, they knelt tfnd gracefidly pres|ntfid 
him the green branches. After these came the female cacique 
Anacaona, recHning on a kind of light litter borne Vy si* 


* Peter Martyr, decad. L lib.v. 
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Indians, Like the otlttr females, she had no other covering 
than an apron of varwus-coloured cotton. She wore round 
her head a ^Rgrant garland of red and white flowers, and 
• w reaths of the same round her neck and arms. She received 
the Adelantado and his followers with that natural graee and 
courtesy for which she was celebrated; manifesting no hosti¬ 
lity towards them for the fate her husband had experienced 
at their hands. 

The Adelantado and his officers were conducted to the 
house of Behechio, where a banquet was served up of utias, 
a great Variety of sea and river fish, with roots wid fruits of 
excellent quahty. Here first the Spaniards conquered their 
repugnance to the guana, the favourite delicacy of the Indians, 
43iit which the former had' regarded with disgust, as a species 
of serpent. The Adelantado, willing to accustom himself to 
the usages of the country, was the first to taste this animal, 
being kindly pressed thereto by Anacaona. His followers 
imitated his exaqjiple; they found it to be highly palatable 
and delicate; and froyi that time forward, the guana was held 
in high repute among Spanish epicures."*^ 

The banquet being over, Don Bartholomew, with six of his 
principal cavaliers, were lodged in the dwelling of Behechio; 
the rest were distributed in the houses of the inferior caciques, 
where they slept in hammocks of matted cotton, the usual 
beds of the natives. 

For two days they remained wfrh the hospitable Behechio, 
eq^erteined with various Indian games and festivities, among 
which the most remarkable was the representation of a battle. 
Two squadrons of naked Indians, armed* with bows and 
arrows, salMed suddenly into the public square Sud began to 
skirmish in a manner similar to the Moorish play of canes, or 
tilting reeds. By degrees they became cCxcited, and fought 

t serpentea are lyke unto crocodiles, save in bygness; they 

call them guanas. Unto that day none of owre men durste adventure 
to taste of them, by reason of theyre horrible deformitie and lothsomnes. 
Yet the Adelantado beiftg entysed by the pleasantnes of the king’s 
sister, Anacaona, determined to taste the sorpentes. Bat when he fcltc 
the flesh thereof to be so delycate to his tongue, he fel to amayne with¬ 
out al feare. The which <thyng his companions perceiving, were not 
behyifiie hjun in greedynesse: insomuche that thi^ had now none otlicr 
talke tkm of tho sweetnesse of these serpentes, which they affirm to be 
of inoJ% pleasant taste, thtua eytber our phesantes or partricbes.” Peter 
Martyr, dccad i, book v. Eden’s Eng. Trans, 
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with such eamcstueBs, that four 4ere slain, 'and many 
wounded, which seemed to mctease tne intereist and pleasure 
of the s^tators. The contest woiild have cohtinued longer, 
and tnight have been still moi^ bloody, had hot the Adelan- 
tado and the other cavalier^ interfere and begged that the 
game might cease.^ 

When the festivities were over, and familiar intercourse 
had promoted mutual confidence, the Adelantado addressed 
the cacique and Anacaona on the real object of his visit. He 
infonned him that his brother, the admiral, had beei^ sent to 
this island by the sovereigns of Castile, who were great and 
mighty potentates, with many kingdoms under their sway. 
That the admiral had returned to apprise his sovereigns how 
many tributary caciques there were in the island, leaving him' 
in command, and that he had come to receive Behechio under 
the protection of these mighty sovereigns, and to arrange a 
tribute to be paid by him, in such manner as shoidd be most 
convenient and satisfactory to himself.f • , 

The cacique was greatly embarrassed by this demand, 
now ing the suJQEerings inflicted on the other parts of the 
island by the avidity of the Spaniards for gold. He replied 
that he had been apprised that gold was the great object for 
which the white men had^ come to their island, and that a 
tribute was paid in it by some of his fellow-caciques; but 
that in no part of his teiyitories was gold to be found; and 
his subjects hardly knew what it was. To this the Adelan¬ 
tado replied with great adroitness, that nothing was farther 
from the intention or wish of his sovereigns than to require a 
tribute in things hot produced in h1^ dominibns, but that it 
might be paid in cotton, hemp, and cassava bread, with 
which the surrounding country appeared abound. The 
countenance of the<cacique brightened at this intimation; he 
promised cheerful compliance, and instantly sent orders to all 
his subordinate caciques to sow abundance of cotton for the 
first payment of the stipulated tribute. Having made all 
the requisite arrangements, the Adi^Lantedb took a most, 
friendly leave of Behechio and Hs sister, and set out for 
Isabella. 

, I 

Thus, by amicable and sagacious management, ona-ef the 
most extensive provinces of th^ island Was brought intc 
cheerful subjection, and had not the wise poHey of tht' Ade- 

t Laa Casas, Hist. Ind., ‘toin. i. cap. 113. * Ibid, lib. i. cap. 1J4. 



375 


MISERABLE STATE OF THE COLOMSTS. 

lantado been defeated Ry the excesses of worthless and tur¬ 
bulent .men, a large \eTenue might have been collected, 
witUodt any recourse to violence 6r expression. In all in- 
• stances, these people appear to have been extremely 

tractabte, and lilB^y and eyen 'cheerfully tb have resigned 
their rights to the wmte naen, when treatra with gentleness 
and humanity. 

CHAPTER n.^[1496.] 

Ob arriving at Isabella, Don Bartholomew found it, as usual, 
a scene of misery and repining. Many had died during his 
absence; most were iU. Those who were healthy compmned 
of the scarcity of , food, and those who were ill, of the want 
of medicines. Th#^provisions distributed among them, from 
^e supply brought out g. few months before by Pedro Alonzo 
Nino, ^d been consumed. Partly from sickness, and partly 
from a repugnance to labour, they had neglected to cultivate 
the surrounding country,, and the Indians, ./u whom they 
chiefly depended^ outraged by their oppressions, had aban¬ 
doned their vicinity, and fled to the mountains; choosing 
rather, to subsist .on roots and herbs, in their rugged retreats, 
than remain -dn the luxuriant plains, subject to the wrongs 
and cruelties of the white men. The history of this island 
presents continual pictures of the miseiies, the actual want 
and poverty produced by the grasping avidity of gold. It had 
rendered the Spamards heedless of all the less obvious, but 
more certain and salub^us sourdbs of wealth. All labour 
seemed lost tiiat was to produce profit by a circuitous process. 
InSead of cultivating the luxuriant soil around them, and 
deriving real, treasuies £rom its surface, they was^d their 
time in seekkig for mines and golden streams, andfwere starv¬ 
ing in the midst 6f*^brtility. 

No sooner were the provisions exhausted which had been 
brought out dy Nino, than the colonists began to break forth 
in their accustomed murmurs. They represented themselves 
as neglected by Columbus, who amidst the blandishments 
and delights of a court, thought little of their suflerings. 
They considered themselves equally forgotten by govern¬ 
ment ; while, having no vessel in the h^bour, they were 
destitute of aU means of sending home intelligence of their 
disastrous situation, and imploring relief. 

To remove this last cause of discontent, and furnish some 
object for their hopes and thoughts to rally round, the Ade- 
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lantado ordered that two caravels shclild be built at Isabella, 
for the use of the island. To relive the settlement, also, 
from all useless and repining individuals, during tibia time of 
scarcity, hfe distributed such as were too ill to labour or to 
bear arms, into the interior, where they would have the benefit 
of a better climate, and morS abundant supply of Indian 
provisions. He at the same 'time completed and garrisoned 
the chain of military posts ^established by his brother in the 
preceding year, consisting of five fortified houses, each sur¬ 
rounded by its dependent hamlet. The first of these was 
about nine leagues from Isabella, and was called la Esperanza. 
Six leagues beyond was Santa Catalina. Four leagues and a 
half further was Magdalena, where the fijsst town of Santiago 
was afterwards founded; and five le|igues further Fort Con¬ 
ception—which was fortified with great care, being in the 
vast and populous Vega, and within half a league from the 
residence of its cacique, Guarionex.* Having thus relieved 
Isabella of all its useless population, and left none but such 
as were too ill to be removed, or were requifed for the service 
and protection of the place, and the corfstruction of the cara¬ 
vels, the Adelantado returned, with a large body of the most 
effective men, to the fortress of San Domingo. 

The military posts, thus established, succeeded for a time 
in overawing the natives; but fresh hostilities were soon 
manifested, excited by a different cause from the preceding. 
Among the missionaiies who had iecorapanied Friar Boyle 
to the island were two of far greater zeal than their superior. 
When he returned to Spain, they remained, earnestly Iffent 
upon the fulfilmeiit of their mission.^ One was callhd !^man 
Pane, a poor hermit, as he styled.himself, of the*order of St. 
Geronimo; the other was Juan Borgoiipn, a Franciscan. 
I'hey resided for some time among the Inmans of the Vega, 
strenuously endeavouring to make converts, and had succeeded 
with one family, of sixteen persons, the chief of which, on 
being baptized, took the name of Juan Mateo. Tfie conver¬ 
sion of the cacique Guarioncx, howevq^, was their main ob¬ 
ject. The extent of his possessions made Ips conversion of 
great importance to the interests of the colon^, and was con¬ 
sidered by the zealous fathers a meanr of bringing his nume- 

* P. Martyr, decad. i. lib. v. Of the residence of Guarionex, which 
iiMiBt have Iteen a considerable town, not the least v€«tige oan'^be dis¬ 
covered at present. 
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rous subjects under the yominion of the church. For soiuo 
tiuie he lent a willing eSr; he learnt the Pater Nostcr, the 
Ave Maria, and the Creed, and made his whole family repeat 
them dfiilyt Tha other caciques of the Vega and of the 
provinces of Cibao, diowever, scoffed at him for meanly con¬ 
forming to the laws and customs of strangers, usurpers of his 
domains, and oppressors of his nation. The friars com- 
])lained that, in consequence of these evil coinmunioations, 
their convert suddenly relapsed into infidelity; but another 
and more grievous cause is assigned for his recantation. His 
favourite wife was seduced or treated with outrage by a 
Spaniard of authority; and the cacique renounced all faitn 
in a religion, which, as he supposed, admitted of such atro¬ 
cities. Losing all hope of effecting his conversion, the mis¬ 
sionaries removed to the territories of another cacique, taking 
with them Juan Mateo, their Indian convert. Before their 
departure, they erected a small chapel, and furnished it with an 
altar, crucifix, and images, for the use of the family of Mateo. 

Scarcely had they departed, when several Indians entered 
the chapel, broke die iftiages in pieces, trampled them under 
foot, and buried them in a neighbouring field. This, it was 
said, was done by order of Guarionex, in contempt of the 
religion from which he had apostatized. A complaint of this 
enormity was carried to the Adelantado, who prdered a suit 
to be immediately instituted, and those who were found cul¬ 
pable, to be punished according to laiw. It was a period of 
great rigour in ecclesiastical law, especially among the 
Sparmrds. In Spain, all heresies in religion, oil recanta¬ 
tions from the faith, and aj]l acts of sacrilege, leither by Moor 
or Jew, were^punished with fire and fagot. Such was the 
fate of the poor ignorant Indians, convicted of i-his outrage 
on the church. It is questionable whether Guarioneit had 
any hand in this offence, and it is probal^e that the whole 
affair was exaggerated. A pfoof of the credit due to the 
evidence brought forward, may b© judged by one of the facts 
recorded by Roman Pane, “ the poor hermit.” The field in 
which the h(fiy images were buried, was planted, he says, 
with certain roots shaped like a turnip, or radish, several of 
which coming up in the neighbonrhood of the images, 
were ffotmd to Imve grown most miraculously in the form 
of across.* 

^ Bscritura de Fr. Romaa. Hist, del Almiraate, 

2 0 



' 378 XI FE AND TOTAGIJS OF ^OLUMBUS. 

The cruel punishment inflicted o; these Indians, instead o! 
- daunting their countrymen, flUed tl with horror and indig- 
> nation. Unaccustomed to such stem rule and vmdicth\j 
justice, and having no clear ideas nor p<|werfu]i sentiments 
with respect to religion of any kind, they could not compre¬ 
hend the nature nor extent of the crime committed. Even 
Guarionex, a man naturally moderate and pacific, was jiighly 
incensed with the assumption of power within his territories, 
and the inhuman death inflicted on his subjects. The other 
caciques perceived his irritation, and endeavoured to induce 
rim to unite in a sudden insurrection, that by one vigorous 
and general effort, they might break the yoke of their oppres¬ 
sors. Guarionex wavered for some time. He knew the 
martial skill and prowess of the Spaniai’ds; he stood in awo 
of their cavahy, and he had beforePhim the disastrous fate of 
Caonabo; but he was rendered bold by despair, and he beheld 
in the domination of these strangers the assured ruin of his 
race. The early wiiters speak of a tradition current among 
the inhabitants of the island, respecting this Guarionex. He 
was of an ancient line of hereditary caciques. His father, in 
times long preceding the discovery, having fasted for five 
days, according to their superstitious observances, applied to 
his zemi, or household deity, for information of things to come. 
He received for answ^er, that within a few years there should 
come to the island a nation covered with clothing, which 
should destroy all their customs and ceremonies, and slay 
their children or reduce them to painful servitude.* The 
tradition was probably invented by the Butios, or priests, after 
the Spaniards had begun to exercise their severities. Whether 
their preijictio^! had an effect in disposing the mind of Guari¬ 
onex to hostilities is uncertain. Some have averted that he 
was compelled to take up arms by his subjects, who threatened, 
in case of his refusal, to choose some other chieftain ; otlicrs 
have alleged the outrage committed upon his favourite wife, 
as the princip^ cause of his** irritation, f It w4s probably 
these things combined, which at length induced him to enter 
into the conspiracy. A secret considtation. was held among 
the caciques, wherein it was concerted, that on the day of 
payment of their quarterly tribute, when a great number 
could assemble without causing stispicion, they should sud^ 
denly rise upon the Spaniards and massacre them. % 

* Peter Martyr, deead. i. lib. ix. f T^as Casas, Bist. Ind., Hb. f. cap. 121. 
I Herrera, de^. i. lib. iii. cap. G5. J*eter Martyr, de^. vi. lib. v. 
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" I . 

By some means th« garrison of Fort Conception received 
intimation of this conspiracy. Being but a handful of men, 
and surrounded by hostile tribes, they wrote a letter to the 
Adelantado, at 6an Domingo; imploring immediate aid. As ' 
this letter might be taken from their Indian messenger, the 
aatives haTing discovered that these letters had a wonderful 
power of communicating intelligence, and fancying they could 
talk, it was inclosed in a reed, to be used as a staff. 'I'he 
messenger, was in fact, intercepted; but, affecting to be dumb 
and lame, and intimating by signs that he was returning home, 
was permitted to limp forward on his journey. When out of 
sight he resumed his speed, and bore the letter safely and 
expeditiously to San Domingo. * 

The Adelantado, with his characteristic promptness and 
activity, set out immediately with a body of troops for the 
fortress; and though his men were much enfeebled by scanty 
fare, hard service, and long marches, hurried them rapidly 
forward. Never did aid arrive more opportunely, llie 
Indians were assembled on the plain, to the amount of many 
thousands, armed after their manner, and waiting for the 
appointed time to strike the blow. After consulting with the 
commander of the fortress and his officers, the Adelantado 
concected a mode of proceeding. Ascertaining the places in 
which the various caciques had distributed their forces, he 
appointed an officer with a body of men to each cacique, with 
orders at an appointed hour of the night, to rush into the 
villages, surprise them asleep and unarmed, bind the caciques, 
an4 bring them off prisoners. As Guarionex was the most 
important personage, and his capture would probably be at¬ 
tended witl^most difficiuty and danger, the Adeiantado took 
the charge of it upon himself, at the head of one hundred 
men. ^ 

This stratagem, founded upon a knowledge of the attach¬ 
ment of, the Indians to tbeir chieftains, and calculated to 
spare a ^eat effusion of blood, was completely successful. 
The villages having no walls nor other defences, were quietly 
entered at midnight; and the Spaniards, rushing suddenly 
into the houses v^ere the caciques were quartered, seized 
and bound them, to the number of fourteen, and hurried them 
off •to* the fortress, before any effort could be made for tl^eir 
defence or rescue. The Indians, struck with terror, made nc 
* Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 7. 
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resistance, nor any show of hostility; lurroanding the fortress 
in great multitudes, but without weapons, they filled the air 
with doleful bowlings and lamentations, imploring the rele^e 
of their chieftains. The Acjelantado completed his enterprise ' 
with the spirit, sagacity, and moderation with which he had 
hitherto conducted it. He obtained information of the causes* 
of this conspiracy, and the individuals most culpable, ffwo 
caciques, the principal movers of the insurrection, and '^hp 
had most wrought upon the ehsy nature of Guarionex, were 
put to death. As to that unfortunate cacique, the Adelantado, 
considering the deep wrongs he had suflTered, and the slowness 
with which he had been provoked to revenge, magnanimously 
pardoned him; nay, according to Las Casas, he proceeded 
with stem justice against the SpaniaS'd whose outrage on hie 
wife had sunk so deeply in his heart. He extended his lenity 
also to the remaining chieftains of the conspiracy; promising 
great favours and rewards, if they should continue firm in 
their loyalty; but terrible punishments shceild they again be 
found in rebellion. The heart of Guarionex was subdued by 
this unexpected clemency. He made a speech to his people, 
setting forth the irresistible might and valour of the Spaniards; 
their great lenity to offenders, and their generosity to such 
as were faithful; and he earnestly exhorted them henceforth 
to cultivate their friendship. The Indians listened to him 
with attention ; his prais^ of the white men were confirmed 
by their treatment of himself; when he had concluded, they 
took him up on their shoulders, bore him to his habitation 
with songs and shouts of joy, and for some time the tranquil¬ 
lity of, the ^^ega was restored. * 

CHAPTER III.—[ 1497.3 

With aU his eisergy and discretion, the Adelantado found 
it difficult to manage the proud and turbulent spirit of the 
£olonists. They could ill brook the sway of a forei^er, who, 
when they were restive, curbed them with an iron hand. 
Don Bartholomew had not the same*legitimate authority in 
their byes as his brother. The admiral was the discoverer of 
the country, and the authorized r^resentative of the sove¬ 
reigns ; yet even him they with difficulty brought theipselves 
to obey. The Adelantado, on the contn^, was regarded by 
many as a mere intruder, assuming high command ^without 
• Peter Martyr, dec. i. lib. v. Herrera, Histlnd., ec. i.Ub. IL e. 6. 
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authority from the and shouldering himself into power 

on the merits and services of his brother. They spoke with 
impatience and indignation, also, of the lon^ absence of the 
admiral, and his fancied inattention to their wants; little 
aware of the incessant anxieties he was suffering on their 
^account, during his detention in Spain. The sagacious 
measure of the Adelantado in building the caravels, for some 
time diverted their attention. '1‘hey watched their progjress 
with solicitude, looking upon them as a means either of 
obtaining relief, or of abandoning the island. Aware that 
repining and discontented men should never be left in idle¬ 
ness, Don Bartholomew kept them continually in movement; 
and indeed a state of constant activity was congenial to his 
jwn vigorous spirit. About this time messengers arrived from 
Behechio, cacique of Xaragua, informing him that he had 
large quantities of eptton, and other articles, in which his 
tribute was to be psiid, ready for delivery. The Adelantado 
immediately set forth with a numerous train, to revisit this 
fruitful and happy region. He was again received with songs 
and dances, and all the national demonstrations of respect 
and amity by Behechio and his sister Anacaona. The latter 
appeared to be highly popular among the natives, and to have 
almost as much sway in Xaragua as her brother. Her 
natural ease, and the graceful dignity of her manners, more 
and more won the admiration of tlje Spaniards. 

The Adelantado found thirty-two inferior caciques assemb- 
ledbin the house of Behechio, awaiting his arrival with their 
respective tributes. ITie cotton they had brought was enough 
to fill one of their houshs. Having delivered thjs, they gra¬ 
tuitously ofiiired the Adelantado as much cassava bread as he 
desired. The offer was most acceptable in the present neces¬ 
sitous state of the colony; and Don Bartholomew sent to 
Isabella for one of the caravels, which was nearly finished, to 
be dispatched as soon as possible to Xaragua, to be freighted 
with bread and cotton. 

In the meantime, the natives brought from all quarters 
large supplies of provisions, and entertained their guests with 
continual festivity and banqueting. The early Spanish writers, 
whoB^imaginations, heated by the accounts of the voyagers, 
could not form an idea of the simplicity of savage life, espe¬ 
cially iu these newly discovered countries, which were sup¬ 
posed to border upon Asia, often speak in terms of pricutal 
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magnificence of the entertainments of the natives, the pakcee 
of the caciques, and the lords and ladies of their courts, as if 
they were describing the abodes of Asiatic potentates. The < 
accounts given of Xaragua, however, have a different charac¬ 
ter; and give a picture of savage life, in its perfection of idle* 
and ignorant enjoyment. The troubles which distracted, the 
other parts of devoted Hayti, had not reached the inhabitiints 
of ^Jhis pleasant region. Living among beautiful and fruitful 
groves, on the borders of a sea, apparently for ever tranquil 
and unvexed by storms; having few wants, and those readily 
supplied, they appeared emancipated from the common lot of 
labour, and to pass their lives in one uninterrupted holiday. 
When the Spaniards regarded the futility and sweetness of 
this country, the gentleness of its people, and the beauty of 
its women, they pronounced it a perfect paradise. 

At length the caravel arrived which was to be freighted 
with the articles of tribute. It anchored about six miles from 
the residence of Behechio, and Anacaona** proposed to her 
brother that they should go together ^to behold w^hat she 
called the great canoe of the white men. On their way 
the coast, the Adclantado was lodged one night in a village, 
in a house where Anacaona treasured up those articles which 
she esteemed most rare and precious. They consisted of 
various manufactures of cotton, ingeniously wrought; of 
vessels of clay, moulded •'into different forms; of chairs, 
tables, and like ai’ticles of furniture, formed of ebony and 
other kinds of wood, and carved with various devices,-^all 
evincing great skill and ingenuity,<j,n a people who had no 
iron tools tc^ work with. Such were the simple treasures of 
this Indian princess, of which she made nrqperous presents to 
her guests. ^ 

Nothing could exceed the wonder and delight of this intelli¬ 
gent woman, when she first beheld the ship. Ile;^- brother, 
who treated her with a fraternal fondness and respectful at¬ 
tention worthy of civilized life, had ^prepared two canoes, 
gaily painted and decorated; one to convey her and her 
attendants, and the other for himself and his chieftains. 
Anacaona, however, preferred to embark, with her attendants, 
in the ship's boat with the Adelantado. As they approacKe^’^the 
caravel, a salute was fired. At the report of the cannqp, and 
the sight of the smoke, Anacaona, overcome with dismay, ftjll 
into the arms of the Adelantado, and her attendants would have 
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leaped overboard, buib lue laughter aad the cheerful words of 
Dou'BartHolomew roeedily reassured them. As they drew 
nearer to the vessel, {several instruments of martial music 
struck up, with which they were greatly delighted. Their 
admiration increased on entering on board. Accustomed only 
to their simple and slight canoes, every thing appeared 
wonderfully vast and complicated. But when the anchor 
was weighed, the sails were spread, and, aided by a gentle 
breeze, they beheld this vast mass, moving apparently by 
its own volition, veering from - side to side, and playing like 
a huge monster in the deep, the brother and sister remained 
gazing at each other in mute astonishment.* Nothing seems 
to have filled the mind of the most stoical savage with more 
wonder, than that sublime and beautiful triumph of genius, a 
ship uuder sail. 

Having freighted and dispatched the caravel, the Adelautado 
made many presents to Bchechio, his sister, and their attend 
ants, and took leave of them, to retunf by land with his 
troops to Isabella. iWiacaona showed great affliction at their 
parting, entreating him to remain some time longer with 
them, and appearing fearful that they had failed in their 
humble attempt to please him. She even offered to follow 
him to the settlement, nor would she be consoled until he had 
promised to return again to Xaragua.f 

We cannot but remark the abil’ty shown by the Adelan- 
tado in the course of his transient government of the island. 
Wanderfully alert and active, he made repeated marches of 
great extent, from on > remote province to another, and was 
always at the post of danger at the critical moment, By skilful 
management, with a handful of men, he defeated a foimidable 
insurrection without any effusion of blood. He conciliated 
the most inveterate enemies among thd natives by great 
moderation, while he deterred all wanton hostilities by the 
infliction of signal punishments. He had made firm friends 
of the most important chieftains, brought their dominions 
under cheerful tribute, opened new sources of supplies for the 
colony, and procured relief from its immediate wants. Had 
his judicious measures been seconded by those under his 
coDMiand, the whole country would have been a scene of 
trrnquil prosperity, and would have produced great revenues 

* Peter Martyr, decad. i. lit. v. Herrera, decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 6. 

t Kamusio, vol. iii. p. 9. f 
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to the crown, without cruelty to thel natives; but, like his 
brother the admiral, his good intentions and judicious arrange¬ 
ments were constantly thwarted by the vile passions and 
perverse conduct of others. While he was absent from 
Isabella, new mischiefs had been fomented there, which were 
soon to throw the whole island into concision. 

CHAPTER IV.-{1497.] 

* The prime mover of the present mischief was one Francisco 
Roldan, a man under the deepest obligations to the admiral. 
Raised by him from poverty and obscurity, he had been 
employed at first in menial capacities; but, showing strong 
natural tments and great assiduity, he had been made ordi¬ 
nary alcalde, equivalent to justice ctf the peace. The able 
manner in which he acquitted himself in this situation, 
and the persuasion of his great fidelity and gratitude, induced 
Columbus, on departing’ for Spain, to appoint him alcalde 
mayor, or chief judge of the island. It is true he was an 
uneducated man, but as there were a^ yet no intricacies of 
law in the colony, the office required little else than shrewd 
good sense and upright principles for its discharge.* 

Roldan was one of those base spirits which grow venomous 
in the sunshine of prosperity. His benefactor had returned 
to Spain apparently under a cloud of disgrace; along interval 
liad elapsed without tidings from him; he considered kim a 
fallen man, and began to ^vise how he might profit by his 
downfall. He was intrusted with, an office inferior onlji. to 
that of the Adelantado; the brothers of Columbus were 
highly unpcmular® he imagined it pdBsible to ruin them, both 
with the colonists and with the government at h&me, and by 
dexterous cunning and bustling activity, to <Work his way into 
the command of the colony. The vigorous and somewhat 
austere character of the Adelantado for some time kept him 
in awe; but when he was absent from the settlement, Roldan 
was able to carry on his machinations with confidence. Don 
Diego, who then commanded at Isabella, was an upright and 
woiroy man, but deficient in energy. Roldan felt him¬ 
self his superior in talent and spirit, and hit self-conceit was 
w'ounded at being inferior to him in authority. He*..*3ou 
made a party among the daring and dissolute of the com¬ 
munity, and secretly loosened the ties of order and’ good 
* Herrera, decad. i.dib. ili. ci^. 1. 
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government, by listening to and encouraging the discontents 
of the common people, and directing them against the cha¬ 
racter ana conauct ot Commbus ana his brothers. He had 
heretofore been employed as superintendent of various public 
works; this brought him into familiar communication with 
workmen, sailors, and others of the lower order. Hia 
originally vulgar character enabled him to adapt himself ta 
theii- inteUecta and manners, while his present station gave 
him consequence in their eyes. - Finding them full of mur¬ 
murs about hard treatment, severe toil, and the long absence 
of the admual, he affected to be moved by their distresses. 
He threw out suggestions that the admiral might never 
return, being disgraced and ruined, in consequence of the 
representations of Aguaio. He sympathized with the hard 
treatment they experienced from the Adelantado and his 
brother Don Diego, who, being foreigners, could take no 
interest in their welfare, nor feel a proper respect for the pride 
of a Spaniard; bpt who used them merely as slaves, to build 
houses and fortresses.for them, or to swell their state and 
secure their power, as they march* d about the island enriching 
themselves with the spoils of the caciques. By these sugges¬ 
tions he exasperated their feelings to such a height, that they 
had at one time formed a conspiracy to take away the life of 
the Adelantado, as the only means of delivering themselves 
from an odious tyrant. The time anr^ place for the perpetra¬ 
tion of the act were concerted. 'Ihe Adelantado had coii- 
dc 4 yied to death a Spaniard of the name of Berahona, a 
friend of Roldan, aud of several of the conspirators. What 
was his offence is not positively stated, but Trom a passage in 
Las Casas,** there is reason to believe that he v%s the very 
Spaniard who har^ violated the favourite wife of Guarionex, 
the cacique of the Vega. The Adelantaclo wo’ild be present 
at the execution. It was arranged, therefore, that when the 
populace ‘had assembled, a tumult should be made as if by 
accident, and in the confusion of the moment, Don Bartho¬ 
lomew should be dispaitched’'iVith a poniard. Fortunately fw 
the Adelantado, he pardoned the criminal, the assemblage 
did not take place, and the plan of the conspirators was 
discjQjjcerted.f 

When Don Bartholomew was absent collecting the tribute 
in Xai iigua, Roldan thought it was a favourable time to bring 
* Las Casas, Hist. liLd«,lib. i. cap. 118. t Hist del Almirante, cap 73 
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filfairs to a crisis. He had .soundeb the feelings of the 
colonists, and ascertained that there was a lai^e party dis¬ 
posed for open sedition. His plan was to create a popular 
tumult, to interpose in his official character of alcalde mayor, 
to throw the blame upon the oppression and injustice ol 
Don Diegjo and his brother, and, while he usurped the mins 
of authority, to appear as if actuated only by zeal for ,tne 
peace and prosperity of the island, and the interests of the 
sovereigns. 

A pretext soon presented itself for the proposed tumult. 
When the caravel returned from Xaragua laden with the 
Indian tributes, and the cargo was discharged, Don Diego had 
tlie vessel drawn up on the land, to protect it from accidents, 
or from any sinister designs of the disaffected colonists^ 
Koldan immediately pointed this circumstance out to his par¬ 
tisans. He secretly inveighed against the hardship of having 
this vessel drawn on shore, instead of being left afloat for the 
benefit of the colony, or sent to Spain to make known their 
distresses. He hinted that the true reason was the fear of the 
Adelantado and his brother, lest accounts should be carried- to 
Spain of their misconduct, and he affirmed that they wished 
to remain undisturbed masters of the island, and keep the 
Spaniards there as subjects, or rather as slaves. The people 
took fire at these suggestions. They had long looked forward 
to the completion of the c{*ravels as their only chance for re¬ 
lief ; they now insisted that the vessel should be laimchcd 
and sent to Spain for supplies. Don Diego endeavoured to 
convince them the folly of their demand, the vessel not 
being rigg(^ and equipped for such a voyage; but the more 
he attempted to pacify them, the more unreasonat)le and tur¬ 
bulent they became. Koldan, also, became more bold and 
explicit in his instigations. He advised them to launch and 
take possession of the caravel, as the only mode of Regaining 
their independence. They might then throw off tlte tyranny 
of these upstart strangers, enemies in their hearts to Spaniards, 
and might lead a life of ease and pleasure; sharing equally 
all that they might gain by barter.in the island, employing the 
Indians as slaves to work for them, and enjoying unrestrained 
indulgence with respect to the Indian women.* 

Don Diego received infonnation of what was fermenting 
among the people, yet feared to come to an open ruptufe with 

* Hist, del Almirante, caj). 7S. 
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Roldan in the present mutinons state of the colony. He sud^ 
denly detached him, therefore, with forty men, to the Vega, 
under pretext of OTerawing certain of the natiyes who had re¬ 
fused to pay their tribute,^ and had showh a disposition to 
revolt. Roldan made use of this opportunity to strengthen 
his faction. He made friends and partisans among the dis¬ 
contented caciques, secretlyjustifying them in their resistance 
to the imposition of tribute, and promising them redress. He 
secured the devotion of his own soldiers by great acts of in¬ 
dulgence, disarming and dismissing such as refused full par¬ 
ticipation in his plans, and returned with his little band to 
Isabella, where he felt secure of a strong party among the 
common people. 

The Adelantado had lay this time returned from Xaragua; 
but Roldan, feeling himself at the head of a strong faction, 
and arrogating to himself great authority from his official 
station, now openly demanded that the caravel should be 
launched, or permission given to him and his followers to 
launch it. The AdeSantado peremptorily refused, observing 
that neither he nor his companions were mariners, nor was the 
caravel furnished and equipped for sea, and that neither the 
safety of the vessel, nor of ^e people, should be endangered 
by their attempt to navigate her. 

Roldan perceived that his motives were suspected, and felt 
that the Adelantado was too formi'Sable an adversary to con¬ 
tend with in any open sedition at Isabella. He determined, 
therefore, to carry his plans into operation in some more 
favourable part of the inland, always trusting to excuse any 
open rebellign against the authority of Don Bartbolomew, by 
representing it as a pati'iotic opposition to his tyranny over 
Spaniards. He had seventy well-armed and determined men 
under his command, and he trusted, on erecting his standard, 
to be joined by all the disaffected throughout the island. Ho 
set off suddenly, therefore, for the Vega, intending to’surprise 
the fortress of Conception, and by getting command of that 
post and the rich countiy adjacent, to set the Adelantado at 
defiance. 

He stopped, on his way, at various Indian villagef in w'hich 
the “Spaniards were distributed, endeavouring to enlist the 
latter jji his party, by holding Wt promises of great gain and 
free li'^g. He attempted also to seduce the natives from 
their allegiance, by promising them freedom from all tribute- 
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Those caciques with whom he had maintained a previous 
understanding, received him with open arms, particularly one 
who had^taken the name of Diego Marque, whose village h 
made his head>quarters, being about two leiigues from Fort 
Conception. ,H!e was disappointed in his hopes of surprising 
the fortress. Its commander, Miguel Ballester, was an old 
and staunch soldier, both resolute and wary. He drew himself 
into his strong-hold on the approach of Koldan, and closed his 
gates. His garrison was small, but the fortification, situated 
on the side of a hill, with a river running at its foot, was proof 
against any assault. Roldan had still some hopes that Ballester 
might be disaffected to government, and might be gradually 
brought into his plans, or that the garrison would be disposed 
to desert, tempted by the licentious life which he permitted 
among his followers. In the neighbourhood was the town 
inhabited by Guarionex. Here wore quartered tliirty soldiers, 
under the command of Captain Garcia de Barrantes. Roldan 
repaired thither with his armed force, hoping to enlist Bar¬ 
rantes and his party; but the captain ^hut himself up with 
his men in a fortified house, refusing to permit them to hold 
any communication with Roldan. The latter threatened to 
set fire to the house; but after a little consideration, con¬ 
tented himself with seizing their store of provisions, and then 
marched towards Fort Conception, which was not quite half 
a league distant.* ^ 

• Herrera, decad. i. lib. iil. cap. 7. Hist, del Almirantej cap. 74. 

Extract of a letter from T. 8. Henehen, Esq. —1847." Fort Copgep- 
tion is situated at the foot of a hill now called Santo Cerro. It is con¬ 
structed of bricks, and is almost as entiriaat the present day as when 
just finished. • It stands in the gloom of an exuberant fo^st which has 
invaded the scene of former bustle and activity; a spot once considered 
of great importance, and surrounded by swarms of*intelligent beings. 

What has become of the countless multitudes this fortress was in 
tended to awel Not a trace of them remains, excepting in the records 
of history. The silence of the tomb prevails wnere their Jiabitations 
responded to their songs and dances. A few indigent Spaniards, 
living in miserable hovels, scattered widely apart in the bosom of 
the forest, are now the sole occupants of the once fruitful and beautiful 
region. 

A Spanish town gradually grew up round the fortress; the ruins of 
which extend to a considerable distance. It was destroyed by an earth¬ 
quake, at nine o’clock of the morning of Saturday, 20th April, 
during the celebration of mass. Part of the massive walls of a hafid 
some church still remain, as well as those of a very large convent or 
bosi>ital, supposed to have been constructed in pursuance of the tests- 
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CHAPTER V.-^[1497.] 

The Adelantado had received intelligence of the flagitious 
proceedings of Roldan, yet hesitated for a time to set out in 
»])ursuit of him. He had lost all confidence in the loyalty of 
the people around him, and knew not how far the conspiracy 
extended, nor on whom he could rely. Diego d% Escobar, 
alcayde of the fortress of La Madalena, together with Adrian 
de Moxica and Pedro de Valdivieso, all principal men, were 
in league with Roldan. He feared that the commander of 
Fort Conception might likewise be in the plot, and the whole 
island in arms against him. He was reassured, however, by 
tidings from Miguel Ballestcr. That loyal veteran wrote to 
him pressing letters for succour; representing the weakness 
af his garrison, and the increasing forces of the rebels. 

Don Bartholomew hastened to his assistance with his accus¬ 
tomed promptness, .gnd threw himself with a reinforcement 
into the fortress. Being ignorant of the force of the rebels, 
and doubtful of thg loyalty of his own followers, he determined 
to adopt mild mea8u;jjes. Understanding that Roldan was 
quartered at a village but half a league distant, he sent a 
message to him, remonstrating on the flagrant irregularity of 
his conduct, the injury it was calculated to produce in the 
island, and the certain ruin it must bring upon himself, and 
summoning him to appear at the fortress, pledging his word 
for his personal safety. Roldan r^aired accordingly to Fort 
Conception, where the Adelantado held a parley with him 
fro^ a window, demanding the reason of his appearing in 
arms, in opposition to royal authority. Roldan replied boldly, 
that he was in the service of his sovereign.*, defending their 
subjects from the oppression of men who sought tlleh& destruc¬ 
tion. The Adelaitado ordered him to surrender his staff of 
office, as alcalde mayor, and to submit ptificeably to superior 
authority. Roldan refused to resign his office, or tb put him¬ 
self in tBe power of Don Bartholomew, whom he charged 
with seeking his life. He refused also to submit 'to any trial, 
unless commanded by the king. Pretending, however, to 
make no resistance to the peaceable exercise of authority, he 
offered to go witli bis followers, and reside at any place the 
Ade]^ntado might appoint. Tl\e latter immediately designated 

mentaiv dispositions of Columbus. The inhabitants who sumved the 
catastr^he retired to a small chapel, on. the banks of a river, about a 
league rlistant, where the new town of La Vega was afterwards built. 



390 


LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. 


the village of the cacique Diego Colon, the same native of tho 
Lucayos Islands who had been baptized in Spain, and had 
since married a daughter of Guarionex. Eoldan objected, 
pretending there were not sufficient provisions to be had there 
for the subsistence of his men, and departed, declaring that he 
would seek a ntiore eligible residence elsewhere.* 

He no% proposed to his followers to take possession of the 
remote province of Xaragua. The Spaniards who had le- 
turned thence gave enticing accounts of the life they had led 
there ; of the fertility of the soil, the sweetness of the climate, 
the hospitality and gentleness of the people, their feasts, 
dances, and various amusements, and, above all, the beauty of 
the women ; for they had been captivated by the naked charms 
of the dancing nymphs of Xaragua. In this delightful region, 
emancipated from the iron rule of the Adelantado, and relieve'd 
from the necessity of irksome labour, they might lead a life of 
perfect freedom and indulgence, and haVe a world of beauty 
at their command. In short, Roldan drew a picture of loose, 
sensual enjoyment, such as he knew to be irresistible with 
men of idle and dissolute habits. His followers acceded with 
joy to his proposition. Some preparations, however, were 
necessary to carry it into effect. Taking advantage of the 
absence of the Adelantado, he suddenly marched with his 
band to Isabella, and entering it in a manner by surprise, en¬ 
deavoured to launch the caravel, with which they might sail 
to Xaragua. Don Diego Columbus, hearing the tumult, issued 
forth with several cavaliers; but such was the force of the 
mutineers and their menacing conduct, that he was obliged to 
withdraw, wdth ^jis adherents, into jjie fortress. Roldan held 
several paijeys with him, and offered to submij to his com¬ 
mand, provided he would set himself up in opposition to his 
brother the Adelantado. His propositioif was treated with 
scorn, l^e fortreSs was too strong to be assailed with success; 
he found it impossible to launch the caravel, and feared the 
Adelantado might return, and he be inclosed belween two 
forces. He proceeded, therefore, in all haste to make provi¬ 
sions for the proposed expedition to Xkragua. StiU pretend¬ 
ing to act in his official capacity, and to do eyerything from 
loyal motives, for the protection and support of the oppressed 
subjects of the crown, he broke open the royal wareilOuse, 
with shouts of “ Long live the king !’* supplied his f(^o\#er8 
* Herrera, Jecad. i. iil cap. 7. Hist, del Almirante, cap. 74. 
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vt’ith nrm», amraunition, clotning, and wllate^’er they desuvd 
from the public stores; proceeded to the in closure w hore the 
cattle and other European animals were kept to breed, took 
such as he thought necessary for his intended establishment, 
and permitted his followers to kill such of the remainder as 
they might want fbt present supply. Having committed this 
wasteful ravage, ho n marched in triumph out of Isabella* 
Keflecting, however, on the prompt and vigorous character of 
the Adclantado, ho felt that his situation would be but little 
secure with such an active enemy behind him; who, on extrica¬ 
ting himself from present perplexities^ would not fail to pur- 
f!ue him to his proposed paradise of Xaragua. He determined, 
therefore, to march again to the Vega, and endeavour either 
to get possession of tlji^e person of the Adclantado, or to strike 
some blow, in his prese7it crippled state, that should disable 
him from offering further molestation. Returning, therefore, 
to the vicinity of Fort Conception, he endeavoured in every 
way, by tbe means of subtle emissaries, to seduce the garrison 
to desertion, or to excite it to revolt. 

The Adelantado dared not take the field with his forces, 
liavitig no confidence in their fi lelity. He knew that they 
listened wistfully to the emissaries of Roldan, and contrasted 
the meagre fare and stern discipline of the garrison, with the 
abundant cheer and easy misrule that prevailed among the 
rebels. To counteract these seductions, he relaxed from his 
usual strictness, treating his men with great indulgence, and 
promising them large rewards. '* By these means he w'ns 
enabled to maintain some degi-ee of loyalty amongst his 
forces, his service having the advantage over that of Roldan, 
of being on the side of i^ovemment and law • 

Finding kis attempts to corrupt the garrison ilnsuccessful, 
and fearing some^sudden sally from the vigorous Adelantado, 
Roldan drew off to a distance, and sought.by insidious means 
to strengthen his own power, and weaken that of the govern¬ 
ment. FJe asserted equal right to ipanage the affairs of the 
island with the Adelantado, and pretended to have separated 
from hiip on account ®of his being passionate and vindictive 
in the exercise of his authority. He represented him as the 
tyrant of the Sp^iards, the oppressor of the Indians. For 
himself, be assumed the character of a redresser of grievances 
aiid^hampion of the injured. He pretended to feel a patriotic 
^ ISst del Almininte, cap. 74. i ^ 
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indignation at the affronts heaped upon Spaniards ty a family 
of obscure and arrogant foreigners ; and professed to free the 
natives from tributes wrung from them by these rapacious 
men for their own enrichment, and contrary to the beneficent , 
intentions of the punish monarchs. He connected himself 
closely with the Carib cacique Manicaotex, brother of the 
late Caonabo, whose son and nephew ware in his possession 
as hostages for,payment of tributes. This warlike chieftain 
he conciliated by presents and caresses, bestowing on him the 
appellation of brother.* The unhappy natives, deceived by 
his professions, and overjoyed at the idea of having a protector 
in arms for their defence, submitted cheerfully to a thousand 
impositions, supplying his followers with provisions in abund¬ 
ance, and bringing to Holdan all the gold they could collect; 
voluntarily yielding him heavier tributes .than those from 
which he pretended to free them. 

The affairs of the island were now in a lamentable situation. 
The Indians, perceiving the dissensions among the white men, 
and encouraged by the protection of Roldah, began to throw 
off all allegiance to the govemmentf' The caciques at a 
distance ceased to send in their tributes, and those who were 
in the vicinity were excused by the Adelantado, that by in¬ 
dulgence he might retain their friendship in this time of 
danger. Roldan’s faction daily gained strength; they ranged 
insolently and at large in the open country, and were sup- 
])orted by the misguided datives ; while the Spaniards who 
remained loyal, fearing conspiracies among the natives, had 
to keep under shelter of the fort, or in the strong houses wHich 
they had erected in the villages. 4 The commanders were 
obliged to palliate aU kinds of slights and indignities, both 
from their soldiers and from the Indians, fearful of driving 
them to sedition by any severity. The clothing and muni¬ 
tions of all kinds,‘either for maintenance or defence, were 
rapidly wasting away, and the want of all supplies pr tidings 
om Spain was sinking the spirits of the weU-aflected into 
despondency. The Adelantado was slmt up in Fort Concep¬ 
tion, in daily* expectation of being openly besieged by Roldan, 
and was secretly informed that means were taken to destroy 
him, should he issue from the walls of the fortress.f 

Such was the desperate state to which the colony^'was 
reduced, in consequence of the long detention of Colun^bus^n 
^ Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 118. f Ibid, lib. L cap. 119. 
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Spain, and the impediments thrown in the way of all his 
measiires for the benefit of the island by the delays of cabinets 
and the chicanery of Fonseca and his satellites. At this 
critical juncture, when faction reigned triumpBhint, and the 
colony was on the brink - of ruin, tidings were brought to the 
Vega that Pedro Fernandez Coronal had arrived at the port 
of San Domingo, with two ships, bringing supplies of all 
kinds, find a stroi^ reinforcement of troops.* 

CHAPTER VI.—[1498.J 

The arrival of Coronal, which took place on the 3rd of 
February, was the salvation of the colony. The reinforce¬ 
ments of troops, and of supplies of all kinds, stren^hened the 
hands of Don Bartholomew. The royal confirmation of his 
title and authority as Adelantado at once dispelled all doubts 
as to the legitimacy of his power; and the tidings that the 
admiral was in high fiivour at court, and would soon arrive 
with a powerful squadron, struck consternation into those who 
had entered into the rebellion on the presumption of his 
having fallen into disgftice. 

The Adelantado no longer remained mewed up in his 
fortress, but set out immediately for San Domingo with a part 
of his troops, although a much superior rebel force was at the 
village of the cacique Guarionex, at a very short distance. 
Roldan followed slowly and gloomily with his party, anxious 
to .ascertain the truth of these tidii.gs, to make partis<ans, if 
possible, among those who had newly arrived, and to take 
advantage of every circumstance that might befriend his rash 
and hazardous projects, 'fhe Adelantado le'It strong guards 
on the passes of the loads to prevent his near approach to 
San Domingo, but Roldan paused within a few leagues of the 
place. 

When the Adelantado foimd himself secure in San Do¬ 
mingo with this augmentation of force, and the prospect of a 
still greater rfeinforcement at hand, bis magnanimity prevailed 
over his indignation, and he sought by gentle means to allay 
the popular seditions, that the island might be restored to 
tranquiRity before his brother’s arrival. He considered that 
the colonists had suffered greatly from the want of supplies; 
that their discontents had been heightened by the severities 
ne Lad been compelled to inflict; and that many had been 
Las CaasB. Herrera Hist, del Almirante. 
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led to rebcUioD by doubts of the legitiinacy of his authority. 
AVhile, therefore, he proclaimed the royal act sanctioning his 
title and powers, be promised amnesty for all past offences, on 
conditi<m of^immediate return t6 allegiance. Hearing that 
Roldan was within five leagues of San Domingo with his hiind, 
he sent Pedro Fernandez Coromdj who had been appointed 
by the sovereigns alguazil mayor of the island, to exhort him 
to obedience, promising him oblivion of the past. He trusted 
that the representations of a discreet and honourable man Lilce 
Coronal, who had been witness of the favour in which his 
brother stood in Spain, would convince the rebels of the hope¬ 
lessness of their course. 

Roldan, however, conscious of his guilt, and doubtful of 
the clemency of Don Bartholomew;, feared to venture within 
his power; he determined, also, to prevent his followers from 
communicating with Coronal, 1^‘st they should be seduced 
from him by the promise of pardon. When that emissary, 
therefore, approached the encampment of^ the rebels, he was 
opposed in a narrow pass by a body of archers, with their 
cross-bows levelled. “Halt there! traitor!” cried Roldan, 
“ had you arrived eight days later, we should all have been 
united as one man.”* 

In vain Coronal endeavoured by fair reasoning and earnest 
entreaty to win this perverse and turbulent man from his 
career. Roldan answered with hardihood and defiance, pro¬ 
fessing to oppose only the tyranny and misrule of the 
Adelantado, but to be ready to submit to the admiral on his 
arrival. He, and several of his principal confederates, wrote 
letters to the satlne effect to their '^friends in San Domingo, 
urging th4m to plead * their cause wdth the admiral when he 
should arrive, and to assure him of ^eir disposition to 
acknowledge his authority. 

When Coronal returned with accounts of Roldan*s contu¬ 
macy, the Adelantado proclaimed him and hiS followers 
traitors. That shrewd rebel, however, did not suffer his men 
to remain within either the seductioruof promise or the terror 
of menace.; he immediately set out on his march for his 
promised land of Xoragua, trusting to impair every honest 
principle and virtuous tie of his mis^ded followers bj^a life 
of indolence and libertinage. 

In the meantime the mischievons effects of his intrigues 

* Herrera, decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 8. 
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a,iiiong the caciques became more and more apparent. No 
sooner had the Adelantado left Fort Conception 4 than a con¬ 
spiracy was formed among the natives to surprise it. Guarioncx 
was at the head of this conspiracy, moved by the instigjitions 
of Koldan, who had promised him protection ahd assistance, 
and led on by the’forlorn hope, in this distracted state of the 
Spanish forces, of relieving his paternal domains from the 
intolerable domination of usurping strangers. Holding secret 
communications with his ti’ibutary caciques, it was concerted 
that they should aU rise simultaneously and massacre the 
soldiery, quartered in small parties in their villages; while 
he, with a chosen force, should surprise the fortress of Con¬ 
ception. The night of the full moon wais fixed upon for the 
insurrection. 

One of the principal caciques, however, not being a correct 
observer of the heavenly bodies, took up arms before the 
appointed night, and was repulsed by the soldiers quartered 
ill his village. The alarm was given, and the Spaniards were 
all put on the alert* 'Hie cacique fled to Guarionex fo* pro¬ 
tection, but the chiefta*n, enraged at his fatal blunder, put 
him to death upon the spot. 

No sooner did the Adelantado hear of this fresh conspiracy, 
than he put himself on the march for the Vega with a strong 
body of men. Guarionex did not await his coming. He saw 
that eveiy attempt was ti-uitless to shake off these strangers, 
who had settled like a curse upon his territories. He had 
found theit very friendship withering and destructive, and he 
now dreaded their vengeance. Abandoning, therefore, his 
rightful domain, the once happy Vega, he fle l with his family 
and a small band of faithful followers to the mountains of 
Ciguay. This a lofty chain, extending along the north side 
of the island, between the Vega and the sea, The inhabitants 
were the most robust and hardy tribe of the island, and far 
more formidable than the mild inhabitants of the plains. It 
>vas a part of this tribe which displayed hostility to the 
Spaniards in the course of the first voyage of Columbus, and 
in a skirmish with them in the Gulf of Semana the first drop 
of native blood had been shed in the New World, 'fhe 
reader may remember the frank and confiding conduct of 
these 'people the day after the skirmish, and the intrepid faith 
wdtL which their cacique trusted himself on board of the 
caravel of the admiral, and in the power of the Sjianiards. It 
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was to this same cacique, named Mayobanex, that the fugitive 
chieftain of the Vega now applied for refuge. He came to 
his residence at an Indian town near Cape Cabron, about forty 
leagues east of IsabcHa, and implored shelter for his wife and 
children, and his handful of loyal followers. The noble- 
minded cacique of the mountains receive*d him with open 
arms. He not only ^ave an asylum to his family, but engaged 
to stand by him in his distress, to defend his canse, and share 
his desperate fortunes.* Men in civilized life learn mag¬ 
nanimity from precept, but their most generous actions are 
often rivalled by the deeds of untutored savages, who act only 
from natural impulse 

CHAPTER Vir.--[1498.‘| 

Aided by his mountain ally, and by bands of hardy Cigii- 
ayans, Guarionex made several descents into the plain, cutting 
off' straggling parties of the Sjianiards, la 5 dng waste the villages 
of the natives which continued in allegiance to them, and 
destroying the fruits of the earth. ^The Adelantado put a 
speedy stop to these molestations, but he determined to root 
out so formidable an adversary from.the neighbourhood. 
Shrinking from no danger nor fatigue, and leading nothing to 
be done by others which he could do himself, he set forth in 
tlie spring with a band of ninety men, a few cavalry, and a 
body of Indians, to penc^ate the Ciguay mountains. 

After passing a steep defile, rendered almost impracticable 
for tiroops by rugged rocks and exuberant vegetation, he 
descended into a beautiful valley or plain, extending along the 
coast, and embfUced by arms of \he mountains which ap¬ 
proached fhe sea. His advance into the country was watched 
by the keen eyes of Indian scouts, who l\w:kcd among rocks 
and thickets. A^ the Sp{iniards were seeking the fbrd of a 
river at the entrance of the plain, two of these spies darted 
from among the bushes on its bank. One ffung himself head¬ 
long into the water, and swimming across the ipouth of the 
river escaped; the other being takenj* gave information that 
six thousand Indians lay in ambush on the opposite shore, 
waiting to attack them as they crossed. 

The Adelantado advanced with caution, and finding a shal¬ 
low place, entered the river with his troops. They were 
scarcely midway in the stream when the savages, hideously 
* I^as Casas, Hist. Ind., cap. 121. MS. Peter Martyr, decad. i. cap. f». 
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pumted, aiid looking more like fiends than men, hurst from 
their concealment. The forest rang with their yells and 
bowlings. They discharged a shower of arrows and lances, 
by which, notwithstanding the protection of their targets, 
many of the Spaniards were wounded. The Adelantado, how¬ 
ever, forced his way across the river, and the Indians took to 
flight. Some were killed,, but their swiftness of foot, their 
knowledge of the forest, and their dexterity in winding 
through the most tangled wOickets, enabled the greater number 
to elude the pursuit of the Spaniards, who were encumbered 
with armour, targets, cross-bows, and lances. 

By the advice of one of his Indian guides, the Adelantado 
pressed forward along the valley to reach the residence of 
Mayobanex, at Cabron. In the way he had several skiimishes 
with the natives, who would suddenly rush forth with furious 
war-cries from ambuscades among the bushes, dischaigc tlieir 
weapons, and take refuge again in the fastnesses of their rocks 
and forests, inaccelgible to tlie Spaniards. 

Having taken aieveA.1 prisoners, the Adelantado sent one 
accompanied by an Indian of a friendly tribe, as a messenger 
to Mayobanex, demanding the surreiid('r of Guarionex, j)ro- 
mising friendship and protection in case of eompliaiicc, but 
threatening, in case of refusal, to lay waste his territory with 
fire and-sword. The cacique listened attentively to the mes¬ 
senger ; “ Tell the Spaniards,” saiu he in reply, “ that they 
are bad men, •cruel and tyrannical; usurpers of the territoric’s 
of Olliers, and shedders of innocent blood. I desire not the 
friendship of such men ; .Guarionex is a goc l man, he is niy 
friend, he is my guest, he has fled to me for refi gc, I have 
promised to protect him, and I will keep my word.” 

lliis magnanimous reply, or rather defiance, convinced the 
Adelantado that nothing was to be gained by friendly over¬ 
tures. M^hen severity was required, he could be a stern 
soldier. Hie immediately , ordered the village in which he had 
been quartered, and several others in the neighbourhood, to 
be set on fire. He then sent further messengers to Mayo¬ 
banex, warning him that, unless he delivered up the fugitive 
cacique, his whole dominions should be laid waste in like 
manner, and he would see nothing in every direction but the 
sm^ke and flames of burning villages. Alaimed at this im¬ 
pending destruction, the Ciguayans surrounded their chieftain 
with clamorous lamentations, cursiug the day that Guarionex 
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had taken refuge among them, and urging that he should be 
given up for the salvation of the country. The generous 
cacique was inflexible. He reminded them of the many 
virtues of Guarionex, and the sacred claims he had on their 
hospitality, and declared he would abide all evils rather than 
it should ever be said Mayobanex had betrayed his guest. 

The peop|(B retired with sorrowful hearts, and the chieftain, 
Bummoning Guarionex into his presence, again pledged his 
word to protect him, though it should cost him his dominions. 
He sent no reply to the Adclantado, and lest ftirther messages 
might tempt the fidelity of his subjects, he placed men in am¬ 
bush, with orders to slay any messenger who might approach. 
'J'hcy had not Iain in wait long, before they beheld two men 
advancing through the forest, one of whom was a captive 
(hguayan, and the other an Indian ally of the Spaniards; they 
wer^ both instantly slain. The Adclantado "was following at 
no great distance, with only ten foot soldiers and four horse¬ 
men. When he found his messengers lyin'g dead in the forest 
path, transfixed with arrows, he was gleatly exasperated, and 
resolved to deal rigorously with this obstinate tribe. He 
advanced, therefore, with all his force to Cabron, where 
Mayobanex and his army were quartered; at his approach 
the inferior caciques and their adherents fled, overcome by 
terror of the Spaniards. Finding himself thus deserted, 
Mayobanex took refuge w<th his family in a secret part of the 
mountains. Several of the Ciguayans sought fi>r Guarionex, 
to kill him or deliver him up as a propitiatory offering, Ifat he 
fled to the heights, where he wandered about alone in the 
most savage and desolate places. t 

The density of the forests and the ruggedness of the moun¬ 
tains rendered this expedition excessively** painful and labo¬ 
rious, and protracted it far beyond the time that the Adclantado 
had contemplated. His men suffered, not mgrely from fatigue 
but hunger. The natives had al). fled to the mountains; 
their villages remained empty and desolate ; all the provisions 
of the Spaniards consisted of cassava bread, and such roots 
and herbs as their Indian allies could gather for them, with 
now and then a few utias taken with' the assistance of their 
dogs. They slept almost always on the ground, in the open 
air under the trees, exposed to the hea^^ dew which ^^alk in 
this climate. For three months they were thus ranging the 
mountaius. until almost worn out With toil and hard fare. 
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Many of them had fhnns in Uie neighbourhood of Fort Con¬ 
ception, which required their attention; they, therefore, en¬ 
treated permission, since the Indians were terrified and 
dispersed, to return to their abodes in the Vega. 

The Adelantado granted many of them passports and an 
allowance out of the scanty stock of bread which remained. 
Ketaining only thirty men, he resolved with these to search 
every den and cavern of the mountains until he should find the 
two caciques. It w'as difficult, how ever, to trace them in such 
a w'ilderncss ; there was no one to give a clue to their retreat, 
for the whole country was abandoned. There were the habi¬ 
tations of men, but not a human being to be seen; or if, by 
chance, they caught some wretched Indian stealing forth from 
the mountains in quest of food, he always professed utter 
ignorance of the hiding-place of the caciques. 

It happened one day, however, that several Spaniards, 
while hunting utias, captured tw'o of the foUoAvers of Mayo- 
banex, who were <Jh their way to a distant village in search of 
bread; they were takbn to the Adelantado, who compelled 
them to betray the place of concealment of their chieftain, and 
to act as guides. Twelve Spaniards volunteered to go in quest 
of him. Stripping themselves naked, staining and painting 
their bodies so as to look like Indians, and covering their 
swords with palm leaves, they were conducted by the guides 
to the retreat of the unfortunate Mayobanex. They came 
secretly upon him, and found him surrounded by his wife and 
children and a few of his household, totally unsuspicious of 
danger. Drawing their swords, the Spaniards rushed upon 
them and mode them all prisoners. When they were brought 
to the Adelantado, he gave up all further search after Gua- 
rionex, and returned to Fort Conception. 

Among the prisoners thus taken was the sister of Mayo- 
baiiex. She was the wife of another cacique of the mountiiins, 
whose territories had never yet been visited by the Spaniards, 
and she was reputed to be one of the most beautiful women of 
the island. Tenderly attached to her brother, she had aban¬ 
doned the security of her own dominions, and had followed 
him among rocla and precipices, participating in all his 
hardships, and comforting him with a woman’s sympathy and 
kii.iness. When her husband heard of her captivity, he 
hastened to the Adelantado, and ofiTered to submit himself and 
all his possessions to his sw^ay if his wife might be restored to 
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him; the Adclantado accepted his offer of allegiance, and 
released his wife and several of his subjects who had been 
captured. The cacique, faithful to his word, became a firm 
and valuable' ally of the Spaniards, cultivating large tracts of 
lands, and supplying them with great quantities of bread and 
other provisions. 

Kindness appears never to have been lost upon the people 
of this island. When this act of clemency reached tlie 
Ciguayans, they came in multitudes to the fortress, bringing 
presents of various kinds, promising allegiance, and imploring 
the release of Mayobanex and his family; the Adelantado 
granted their prayers in part, releasing the wife and house¬ 
hold of the caicque, but still detaininjg him prisoner to insure 
the fidelity of his subjects. 

Tn the meantime the unfortunate Guarionex, who had been 
hiding in the wildest parts of the mountains, v;as driven by 
hunger to venture down occasionally into the plain in quest 
of food; the Ciguayans looking upon him afs the cause of their 
misfortunes, and perhaps hoping by hb sacrifice to procure 
the release of their chieftain, betrayed his haunts to the 
Adelantado. A party was dispatched to secure him; they 
lay in wait in the path by which he usually returned to the 
mountains. As the mihappy cacique, after one of his fa¬ 
mished excursions, was returning to his den among the cHtis, he 
was surprised by the lurking Spaniards, and brought in chains 
to Fort Conception. After his repeated insurrections, and 
the extraordinary zeal and perseverance displayed in hi&‘**pur- 
suit, Guarionex cji^pectcd nothing Iqss than death from the 
vengeance qf the Adelantado. Don Bartholome^iv, however, 
though stern in his policy, was neither vindictive nor cruel in 
his nature. He considered the tranquillity^^of the Vega suffi¬ 
ciently secured by *ihe captivity of the cacique, and ordered 
him to be detained a prisoner and hostage in the fortress. 
The Indian hostilities in this important part of the island 
being thus brought to a conclusion, and precautions taken to 
prevent their recurrence, Don Bartholdmew returned to the 
city, of San Domingo, where, shortly after his arrival^ he had 
the happiness of receiving his brother, the admiral, after 
nearly two years and six months’ absence.* 

The 'particulars of this chapter are chiefly from P. Martyr;'decad 

i.lib .vi.; the manuscript history of Las Casas, lib. i. cap. 121 : aud 
Herrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 8, 9 
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Such was thi; active, intrepid, and sagacious, but turbulent 
and disasti'ous administration of the Adclantudo, in which we 
find evidences of the great capacity, the mental and bodily 
•vigour of this self-formed and ahiiost self-taught man. He 
united, in a singular degree, the sailor, the soldier, and the 
legislator. Like his brother the admiral, his mind and man¬ 
ners rose immediately to the level of his situation, showing no 
arrogance nor ostentation, and exercising the sway of sudden 
and extraordinary pow'er, with the sobriety and moderation of 
one who has been bom to rule. He has been accused of 
severity in his government, but no instance appears of a cruel 
or wanton abuse of authority. If he was stem towards the 
factious Spaniards, he was just;' the disasters of his adminis¬ 
tration were not produced by his own rigour, but by the per¬ 
verse passions of others, which called for its exercise; and 
the admiral, who had more suavity of manner and benevolence 
of heart, was not more fortunate in conciliating the good will 
and insuring the olicdience of the colonists. The merits of Don 
Bartholomew do not appear to have been sufficiently appre¬ 
ciated by tiie world. His portrait has been suffered to remain 
too much in the shade ; it is worthy of being brought into the 
light, as a companion to that of his illustrious brother. Less 
amiable and engaging, perhaps, in its lineaments, and less 
characterized by magnanimity, its traits arc nevertheless bold, 
generous, and heroic, and stamped vith iron firmness. 

BOOK XII. 

CHAPTER ..—[1498. Aug. ..Oth.] 

Columbus arrived at San Domingo, wearied by a long and 
arduous voyage and worn down by infirmities; both mind and 
body craved repose, but from the time first entered into 
public lifj^, be bad been doomed never'again to taste tlie 
sweets of tranquillity. The island of Hispaniola, the favourite 
child as it were of his hupes, was destined to involve him in 
perpetual troubles, t^^fetter lus fortunes, impede his enter¬ 
prises, and embitter the conclusion of his life. What a 
scene of poverty and sutfering had this opulent and lovely 
island been rendered by the bad passions of a few despicable 
men ! The wars with the natives and the seditions among the 
colonikcs had put a stop to the labours of the mines, and all 
hopes of weal^ wese at an end. The horrors of famine had 
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succeeded to those of war. The cultivation of the earth had 
^ been generally neglected; several of the provinces Lad been 
desolated during the late troubles; a great part of the Indians 
had fled to the mountains, and those who remained had lost 
all heart to labour, seeing the ,produce of their toils liable to 
be wrested from them by ruthless strangers. It is true, the 
Vega was once more tranquil, -but it was a desolate tran¬ 
quillity. That be|iutiful region, which the Spaniards but four 
years before had found so populous and happy, seeming to 
inclose in its luxuriant bosom all the sweets of nature, and to 
exclude all the cares and sorrows of the world, was now a 
scene of wretchedness and repining. Many of those Indian 
towns, where the Spaniards had bpen detained by genial 
hospitality, and almost worshipped as beneficent deities, were 
now silent and deserted. Some of their late inhabitants 
were lurking among rocks and ca\ern8; some were reduced to 
slavery; many had perished with hunger, and many had 
fallen by the sw'ord. It scorns almost incredible, that so small 
a number of men, restrained too by wtfU-meanmg governors, 
could in so short a space of time have i)roduced such wide- 
spreading miseries. But the principles of evil have a fatal 
activity. With every exertion, the best of men can do but a 
moderate amount of good; but it seems in the power of the 
most contemptible individual to do incalculable mischief. 

The evil passions of the*whitc men, which had inflicted such 
calamities upon this innocent people, had insured likewise a 
merited return of suffering to themselves. In no pai^was 
this more truly e^xcmplified than ainong the inhabitants of 
Isabella, the most idle, factious, and dissolute qf the island. 
The public works were unfinished; the gardens and fields they 
had begun to cultivate lay neglected; thdy ha.d driven the 
natives from their Idcinity by extortion and cruelty, and had 
rendered the country around them a solitary wilderness. 
Too idle to labour, and destitute of any resources with which 
to occupy their indolence, they quarrelled among themselves, 
mutinied against their rulers, and wasled their time in alter¬ 
nate riot and despondency. Many of the soldiery quartered 
about the island, had suffered from ill health during the late 
troubles, being shut up in Indian villages where they could 
take no exercise, and obliged to subsist on food to whiqb they 
could not accustom themselves. Those actively employed, 
had been worn dewn by hard service, long' marches, and 
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f canty food. Many of them were broken in constitution, and 
many had perished by disease. There was a universal dc'sire 
to leave fibe island, and escape from miseries created by 
* themselves. Yet this was the favoured and fruitful land to 
which the eyes of philosophers and poets in Europe were 
fondly turned, as realizing the picture of the golden age., So 
true it is, that the fairest Elysium fancy ever devised, would 
be turned into a purgatory by the passions of bad mCn. 

One of the first measures of Columbus on his anival, was 
to issue a proclamation approving of all the measures of the 
Adelantado, and denouncing Koldan and his associates. 
Ibat turbulent man had taken possession of Xaragua, and 
been kindly received by the natives. He had permitted his 
followers to lead an idle and licentious life among its beautiful 
scenes, making the surrounding country and its inhabitants 
subservient to their pleasures and their passions. An event 
happened previous to their knowledge of the arrival of 
Columbus, whick threw supplies into their hands, and 
strengthened their poti’^er. As tliey were one day loitering on 
the sea-shore, they beheld tliree caravels at a distance, tho 
sight of which, in this unfrequented part of the ocean, filli'd 
them with j^wwnder and alarm. The ships approached tlie 
land, and oame to anchor. The rebels apprehended at first 
they werevVe8S('ls dispatched in pursuit of them, lloldan, 
however, who was sagacious as ho was bold, surmised them 
to be ships whicdi had wandered from their course, and been 
borre to the westwaid by the currents, and that they must be 
ignorant of the recent ^oewences of the ,jsland. Enjoining 
secresy on his men, he went on board, pretqjjding to be 
stationed in that neighbourhood fipr the purpose of keeping 
the natives iu obedience, and collecting tribute. Ilis conjec¬ 
tures as to the vessels were correct. Th^ were, in fact, the 
three caravels detached by Columbus from his squadron at 
the Canafy Islaniis, to bring supplies to the colonies. The 
captains, ignorant of the strength of the currents which set 
through the Caribbean. Sea, had been carried west far beyond 
their reckoning, until they had wandered to the coast of 
Xaragua. 

Rcddan kept his secret closely for three days. Being 
CQTisidered a man in important trust and*authority, the captains 
did fibt hesitate to grant all his requests for su})j)lies. He 
procured swords, lances, cross-boAvs, and vajious military 
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stores; while his men, dispersed through the three vessels, 
were busy among the crews, secretly making partisans, repre¬ 
senting the hard life of the colonists at San Domingo, and 
the ease and revelry in which they passed their time at 
Xaragua. Many of the crews had been shipped in compliance 
with the admird's ill-judged proposition, to commute criminal 
punishments into transportation to the colony. They were 
vagabonds, the refuse of Spanish towns, and culprits from 
Spanish dungeons; the v(‘ry men, therefore, to be wrought 
upon by such representations, and they promised to desert on 
the first opportunity and join the rebels. 

It was not until the third day, that Alonzo Sanchez de 
Carvajal, the most intelligent of the three captains, discovered 
the real character of the guests he hdd admitted so freely on 
hoard of his vessels. It was then too .Vte; the mischief was 
otfected. He and his fellow captains had many earnest con¬ 
versations with Roldan, endeavouring to persuade him from 
his dangerous opposition to the regular •authority. The 
certainty that Columbus was actually oiiiliis way to the island, 
with additional forces, and augmented authority, had operated 
strongly on his mind. He had, as has been already intimated, 
prepared his friends at San Domingo to plead his cause with 
the admiral, assuring him that he had only acted in opposition 
to the injustice and {)p])ression of the Adelantado, but^M'as 
ready to submit to Columbus on his aiTival. Carvajal per¬ 
ceived that the resolution of Roldan and of several of his 
principal .confederates was shaken, and flattered himself,•that 
if he were to remain some little tim^ among the rebels, he 
might succeed in drawing them back to tlleir duty.^ Contrary 
winds rendered it impossible for the Ships to-work up against 
the currents to San Domingo. It was arranged among the 
captains, therefore,^that a large number of the people on 
board, artificers and others most important to the service of 
the colony, should proceed to the settlement by land. They 
were to be conducted by Juan Antonio Colombo, captain of 
one of the caravels, a relative of the admiral, and zealously 
devoted to his interests. Arana was to proceed with the ships, 
when the wind would permit, and Carvajal volunteered to 
remain on shore, to endeavour to bring the rebels to their 
allegiance. • 

On the following morning, Juan Antonio Colombo landed 
with forty men weU armed with cross-bows, swords, and 
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lniioes,l)ut was astonished to find himself suddenly deserted by 
all his party excepting eight. The deserters went oft to the 
rebels, who received with exultation this important reinforce¬ 
ment of kindred spirits. Juan Antonio endeavoured in vain 
by remonstrances and threats to bring them back to their 
duty. They were most of them convicted culprits, accus¬ 
tomed to’' detest order, and to set law at defiance. It was 
equally in vain that he appealed to lloklan, and reminded him 
of his professions of loyalty to the govennnent. ■ The latter 
replied that he had no means of enforcing obedience; liis w’as 
a mere “Monastery of Observation,” where every one was at 
liberty to adopt the habit of the order. Such was the first of 
a long train of evils, which sprang from this most ill-judged 
expedient of peopling a colony witli criminals, and thus ining- 
ling vice and villany with the fountain-head of its j)opulation. 

Juan Antonio, grieved and disconcerted, returned on board 
with the few who remained faithful. Fearing further deser¬ 
tions, the two /;aptains immediately put to sea, leaving 
Carvajal on shore, tojn osecute his attempt at refonning the 
rebels. Itw^as not w ithout great difficulty and delay that the 
vessels reached San Domingo; the ship of Carvajal having 
struck on a sand-bank,' and sustained gieat injury, liy the 
time of their arrival, the greater pai t of the provisions wdth 
which they had been freighted was cither exhausted or 
damaged. Alonzo Sanchez de Ca^^vajal arrived sliortly ai'ter- 
wards by land, Juaving been escorted to within six leagues of 
the ^lace by several of the insurgents, to protect him from 
the Indians. He failed in his attempt to persuade the band 
to immediate submissiol; but Roldan had*promiscd that the 
moment he^card of the arrival of Cojumbus, he would repair 
to the deighbourlwjod of San Domingo, to be at hand to state 
his grievances, and the reasons of his psfst conduct, and to 
enter into a negotiation for the adjustment of all difierences. 
Carvajal ^brought a letter fi:om him to the admiral to tlic 
same purport; and expressed a confident opinion, from all 
that he observed of • the rebels, that they might easily he 
brought back to their allegiance by an assurance of amnesty.^ 


CHAPTER II.—[1498.] 

Notwithstandinq the fav m;| aiyiiV n pjmji>jiij|j|liiiii i of Car- 

* Casas, lib. i. cap. 149, cap. 12. 

Hist, del Aiinirante, cap. 77. " 
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vajal, Columbus was greatly troubled by the late event at 
Xarngua. He saw that the insolence of the rebels, and their 
confidence in their strength, must be greatly increased by the 
accession of such a large number of w ell-armed and desperate 
confederates. The proposition of Roldan to approach to the 
neighbourhood of San Domingo, startled him. He doubted 
the sincerity of his professions, and apprehended great evils 
and dangers from so artful, daring, and turbulent a leader, 
with a rush and devoted crew at his command. The example 
of this lawless horde, roving at large about the island, and 
living in loose revel and open profligacy, could not but have 
a dangerous effect upon the colonists newly arrived j and 
when they were close at hand, to carry on secret intrigues, 
and to hold out a camp of refuge*to all malcontents, the 
loyalty of the whole colony might be sapped and undermined. 

Some measures were immediately necessary to fortify the 
fidelity of the people against such seductions. He was aware 
of a vehement desire aihong many to return to Spain : and 
,of an assertion industriously propagated by the seditious, that 
he and his brothers, wished to detain the colonists on the 
island through motives of self-interest. On the 12th of 
September, therefore, he issued a proclamation, offering free 
passage and provisions for the voyage to all Who wished to 
return to Spain, in five vessels nearly ready to put to sea. 
lie hoped by this means fo relieve the colony from the idle 
and disaffected ; to weaken the party of *Roldan, and to 
retain none about him but such as were sound-heartefT and 
well-disposed. • • 

He wrottfat the same time to Miguel Ballester,«the staunch 
and well-tried veteran who commanded tl^ fortress*of Con¬ 
ception, advising ^im to be upon his guard, as the rebels 
were coming into his neighbourhood. He empowered him 
also to have an interview with Roldan to offer hiin pardon 
and oblivion of the past, on condition of his immediate return 
to duty; and to invite him to repair to*San Domingo to have 
an interview with the admiral,' under a solemn, and, if re¬ 
quired, a written assurance from the latter, of personal safety. 
Columbus was sincere in his intentions. He was of a bene¬ 
volent and placable disposition, and singularly free from ^11 
vindictive feeling towards the many worthless and Tricked 
men who heaped sorrow on his head. 

Bt Hester had scarcely received this letter, when the rebels 
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began to arrive at the village of Bonao. This was situated in 
a beautiful valley, or Vega, bearing the same name, about ten 
leagues from Jb'ort Conception, and about twenty from San 
Domingo, in a well-peopled and abundant country. Here 
' Pedro. Requelme, one of the ringleaders of the sedition, had 
large possessions, and his residence became the head-quarters 
of the rebels, Adrian de Moxica, a man of turbulent and 
mischievous character, brought his detachment of dissolutu 
ruffians to this place of rendezvous. Eoldan and others of 
the conspirators drew together there by different routes. 

No sooner did the veteran Miguel Ballester hear of the 
arrival of Eoldan, than he set forth to meet him. Ballester 
was a venerable man, grey-headed, and of a soldier-like 
demeanor. Loyal, frank, and virtuous, of a serious disposi¬ 
tion, and great simplicity of heart, he was well chosen as a 
mediator with rash and profligate men; being calculated to 
calm their passions by his sobriety; to disarm their petulance 
by his age; to wip their confidence by his artless probity; 
and to awe their licentiousness by Ips spotless virtue.* 
Ballester found RolSan in company with Predro Requelme, 
Pedro de Gamez, and Andrian de Moxica, three of his prin¬ 
cipal confederates. Flushed with a confidence of his present 
strength, Roldan treated the proffered pardon with contempt, 
declaring that he did not come there to treat of peace, but to 
demand the release of certain Inditns captured unjustifiably, 
and about to be shipped to Spain as*slaves, notwithstanding 
that jje, in his capacity of alcalde mayor, had pledged his 
word for their protection. He declared .that, until these 
Indians were given up, lie would listen to no teroas of com¬ 
pact; throwing out an insolent intimation at the same time, 
that he held, the *kdmiral and his fortunes in his hand, to 
make and mar them as he pleased. * 

The Indians here alluded to, were certain subjects of 
Guarionex* who had been incited by Roldan to resist the ex¬ 
action of tribute, and '^ho, under the sanction of his supposed 
authority, had engaged jn the insurrections of the Vega. 
Roldan knew that the enslavement'of the Indians was an 
unpopidar feature in the government of the island, especially 
with the queen; and the artful character of this man is 
evific^ in his giving his opposition to Columbus the appear¬ 
ance of a vindication of the rights of the suffering islanders 
* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib, i. cap. 153. 
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Other dcmatids were made of a highly insolent nature, and 
the rebels declared that, in all further negotiations, they 
would treat with no other intermediate agept than Carvajal, 
having had proofs of his fairness and impartiality in the course 
of their late communications with him at Xaragua. 

This aiTogant reply to his proffer of pardon was totally 
different from what the admiral had been led to expect, ajid 
placed him in an embarrassing situation. He seemed sur- 
Iroundcd by treachery and falsehood. He knew that Roldan 
had friends and secret partisans even among those who pro¬ 
fessed to remain faithful; and he knew not how far tlie 
ramifications of the conspiracy might extend. A circum¬ 
stance soon occurred to show the justice of his apprehensions. 
He ordered the men of San Domingo to appear under arms 
that he might ascertain the force with which he could take 
the field in case of necessity. A report was immediately 
circulated that they were to be led to Bonao against the 
rebels. Not above seventy men appeared under arms, and of 
these not forty were to be relied upon, i3ne affected to be 
lame, another ill; some had relations, ’and others had frienda 
among the followers of Roldan : almost all were disaffected 
to the sendee.* 

Columbus saw that a resort to arms would betray his own 
weakness and the power of the rebels, and completely pros¬ 
trate the dignity and authority of government. It 'wni 
necessary to temporize, therefore, however humiliating such 
conduct might be deemed. He had detained the five ships 
for eighteen days in port, hoping in some way to have put an 
end to this rebellion, so as to send home favourable accounts 
of the islaiAi to the sovereigns. The provisions of the ships, 
however, Avere wasting. The Indian prisoners on board wer ^ 
suffering and pcr,;.shing; several of them threw themselves 
overboard, or were suffocated with heat in the holds of the 
vessels. He was anxious, also, that as many ot the dis¬ 
contented colonists as possible should make sail for Spain 
before any commotion should take plaee. 

On the 18th of October, therefore, the ships put to sea.f 
Columbus wTote to the sovereigns an accoimt of the rebellion, 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 78. 

+ In one of these ^ipa sailed the father of the venerable historian 
T.as Cnsas, from whom he derived many of the facts of his history. Las 
Casas, lib. i. cap. 153. 
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»:iid of his proffered pardon being refused. As Roldan pre¬ 
tended that it was a mere quarrel between him and the 
Adelantado, of which the admiral was not an impartial judge, 
the latter entreated that Roldan might be summoned to 
•Spain, where the sovereigns might be his judges ; or that an 
investigation might take place in presence of Alonzo Sanchez 
de Can\Tjal, who was friendly to Roldan, and of Miguel 
Rallester, as witness on the part of the Adelantado. lie 
attributed, in a great measure, the troubles of this island to 
his own long detention in Spain, and the delays thrown in 
his way by those appointed to assist him, who had retarded 
the departure of the ships with supplies, until the colony had 
been reduced to the greatest scarcity. Hence had arisen dis¬ 
content, murmuring, and^finally rebellion. He entreated the 
sovereigns, in the most pressing manner, that the affairs of 
the colony might not be neglected, and those at Seville who 
had charge of its concerns, might be instructed at least not to 
devise impediments instead of.‘assistance. He alludc'd to his 
chastisement of the contemptible Ximeno Breviesca, the 
insolent minion of Fon>teca, and en.rented that neither that 
nor any other circumstance might be allowed to prejudice 
him in the royal favour, through the misrepresentations of 
designing men. He assured them that the natural resources 
of the island required nothing but good management to 
supply all the wants of the colonists; but tliat the latter were 
indolent and profligate. He prop?>sed to send home, by 
every ship, as in the present instance, a number of the dis- 
eonteijfced and worthless, to be replaced by sober and indus¬ 
trious men. He begged »lso that ecelesiasth's might be sent 
out for the instruction and conversion of the Indians ; and, 
what was equally necessary, for the reformation of the disso¬ 
lute Spaniards. He reejuired also a man learned in the law, 
to officiate as judge over the island, together with several 
officers of -the royal revenue. Nothing could surpass the 
soundness and policy of these suggestions ; but unfortunately 
one clause marred the q^oral beauty of this excellent letter, 
lie requested that for two years longer the Spaniards might 
be permitted to employ the Indians as slaves; only making 
use of such, however, as were captured in wars and insurrec¬ 
tions. Columbus had the usage of the age in excuse for this 
suggesf^n ; but it is at variance with his usual benignity 
of feeling, and his paternal conduct towards these unfortunate 
people. 2 E 
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At the same time he wrote another letter, giving an account 
f>f his recent voyage, accompanied by a chart, and by speci¬ 
mens of the gold, and particularly of the pearls found in the 
gulf of Paria. He called especial attention to the latter as 
being the first specimens of pearls found in the New World. 
It was in this letter that he described the newly discovered 
continent in such enthusiastic terms, as the most favoured 
part of the east, the source of inexhaustible treasures, the 
supposed seat of the terrestrial Paradise ; and he promised to 
prosecute the discovery of its glorious realms with the three 
rcmainiJig ships, as soon as the affairs of the island should 
permit. 

By this opportunity, Roldan and his friends likewise sent 
letters to Spain, endeavouring to justify their rebellion by 
charging Columbus and his brothers with oppression and 
injustice, and painting their whole conduct in the blackest 
colours. It would naturally be supposed that the representa 
tions of such men would have little weight in the balance 
against the tried merits and exalted services of Columbus: 
but tlicy had numerous friends and Relatives in Spain; they 
had the popular prejudice on their side, and there were 
designing persons in the confidence of the sovereigns ready to 
advocate their cause, C'olumbus, to use his own simple but 
affecting words, was “ absent, envied, and a stranger.’ * 

CHAPTER III.—[1498.] 

The ships being dispatched, Columbus* resumed his nego¬ 
tiation with the rebels; determined at any sacrifice tfc put an 
end to a seditiofi which distracted Che island and interrupted 
all his plfftis of discovery. His three remaining ships lay idle 
in the harbour, though a region of apparently boundless 
wealth was to lip exjilored. He had intended to send his 
brother on the discovery, but the active and military spirit of 
the Adelantado rendered his presence indispensable, in case 
the rebels should come to violence. Such were the difficuU 
ties encountered at every step of his^generous and magnani¬ 
mous enterprises; impeded at one time by the insidious 
intrigues of crafty men in place, and cheeked at another by 
the insolent turbulence of a handfiil of ruffians. 

In his con.sultations with the most important persons about 
him, Columbus found that much of the popular d\«''entcnt 
* Las Casas, llisi. Ind., lib. i. oapi 157. 
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was attributed to the strict rule of his brother, who was 
accruscd of dealing out justice with a rigorous hand. Las 
C'asas, however, who saw the whole of the testimony colle('te<l 
from various sources with respect to the conduct of the Ade- 
lantado, acquits him of all charges of the kind, and affirms 
that, with respect to Roldan in particular, he had exerted 
great forbearance. Be this as it may, Columbus now, by tlu; 
advice of his counsellors, resolved to try the alternative of 
extreme lenity. He wrote a letter to Roldan, dated the 20tli 
of October, couched in the most conciliating terms, calling to 
mind past kindfi«««es, and expressing deep concern for the 
feud existing between him and the Adelantado. He entreated 
him, for the common good, and for the sake of his own repu ■ 
tation, which stood well with the sovereigns, not to persist in 
his present insubordination, and repeated the assurance, that 
he and his companions might come to him, under the faith of 
his word for the inviolability of their persons. 

There was a dif^^eulty as to who should be the bearer of 
this letter. The rcbe]^s had declared that tl.ey would receive 
no one as mediator but Alonzo iSa iclu'Z d(i Carvajal. Strong 
doubts, however, existed in the minds of those about Columbus 
as to the integrity of that officer. They observed tliat he had 
suffered Roldan to remain two days on board of his caravel at 
Xiiragua : had furnished him with weapons and stores; had 
lU'glected to detain him on board, .:vhcn he knew him to bo a 
rebel; had not gxerted himself to retake the deserters; had 
been escorted on his way to San Domingo by the rebels, and 
had sent refreshments to them at Bonao. It was alleged, 
moreover, that he had given liimself* out'as a ^^olleaguc of 
C’olumbus, appointed by government to have a watch and 
control over his conduct. It was suggested, that, in advising 
tlic rebels to approach San Domingo, he haHl intended, in case 
the admiral did not arrive, to unite his pretended authority a.s 
colleague, to that of Roldan, as chief judge, and to seize upon 
tlie reins of government. Finally, the desire of the rebels to 
have him sent to them* as an agent, was cited as proof that ho 
was to join them as a leader, and that the standard of relx'l- 
lion was to be hoisted at Bonao.’*^ These circumstances, for 
some time perplexed Columbus; but he reflected that Carvajal, 
as far as he had observed his conduct, had behaved like a man 
of Iir^grity; most of the circumstances alleged against him 

* Hiat. del Almirante, cap. 78. 

2 E 2 
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admitted of a construction in his favour; the rest were mere 
fiimours, and he had unfortunately experienced, in his own 
case, how easily the fairert actions, and the fairest characters 
may be falsified by rumour. He discarded, therefore, all 
suspicion, and determin('d to confide implicitly in Carvajal— 
nor had he ever any reason to repent of his confidence, 

The admiral had scarcely dispatched this letter, when he 
received one from the leaders of the rebels, written several 
days previously. In this they not merely vindicated them¬ 
selves from the charge of rebellion, but claimed great merit, 
as having dissuaded their followers from a resolution to kill 
the Adelantado, in revenge of his oppressions, prevailing 
upon them to await patiently for redress from the admiral. A 
month had elapsed since his arrival, during which they had 
waited anxiously for his orders, but he had inanifestc'd nothing 
but irritation agfiinst them. Considerations of honour and 
safety, tlmrefore, obliged them to withdraw from his service, 
and they accordingly demanded their discl^xarge. This letter 
was dated from Boiiao, the l7th of October, and signed by 
Francisco Koldan, Adrian de Moxica, Pedro de Gamez, and 
Diego de Escobar.*' 

In the meantime, Carvajal arrived at Bonao, accompanied 
by Miguel Ballcster. They found the rebels full of arrogance 
and presumption. The conciliating letter of the admiral, 
however, enforced by the /earnest pi*rsuasions of Carvajal, and 
the admonitions of the veteran BaHester, Jiad a favourable 
effect on several of the leaders, who had more intellect than 
their brutal followers, lloldan, Gamez, Escobar, and two or 
three others, actually mounted thefi- horses to repair to the 
admiral, bfit w^ere detained by the clamorous 'apposition of 
their men; too infatuated with their idle,,licentious mode of 
life, to relish the idea of a return to labour and discipline. 
These insisted that it was a matter w'hich concerned them all; 
whatever arrangement was to be made, therefore, should be 
made in public, in writing, and subject to their approbation 
or dissent. A day or two elapsed befeire this clamour could 
be appeased. Roldan then wrote to the admiral, that his 
followers objected to his coming, unless a written assurance, 
or passport, were sent, protecting the persons of himself and 
such as should accompany him. Miguel Ballester wrote, at 
the same time, to the admiral, urging him to agree to rhat- 
Hiflt. del. Almirante, cap. 79. Herrera, decad. L lib iii. cap. 13. 
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evfer terms the rebels might demand. lie represented theii 
forces as continually augmenting, the soldiers of his garrison 
daily deserting to them; unless, therefore, some compromise 
were speedily effected, and the rebels shipped off to Spain, he 
feared that, not merely the authority, but even the person of 
the admiral would be in danger; for tliough the Hidalgos 
and the officers and servants immediately about him would, 
doubtless, die in his service, the common people were but 
little to be depended upon.’*^ 

Columbus fell the increasing urgency of the case, and sent 
the required passport, lloldan came to Sun Domingo; but, 
from his conduct, it appeared as if his object was to make 
jiartisans, and gain deserters, rather than to effect a reconci¬ 
liation. He had several conveisatio.is with the adnm-al, and 


several letters passed betw'cen them, lie made many com¬ 
plaints, and numerous demands; Columbus made large »*ou- 
eessions, but some of the pretensions were too arrogant to be 
affinilted.f Nothhig definite was arranged. Jloldan departed 
under the pretext of conferring witli his people, promising to 


smid his terms in Avidtiiig. 


'fhe admiral sent his m.'iyordomo, 


Diegt) de balamanea, to treat i)i his behalf.]: 


On the 6th of November, Roldan wrote a letter from Boiiao, 


containing his terms, and requesting that a reply might be 
sent to him to Conception, as scarcity of provisions obliged 
him to leave Bonao. lie added •tlmt he should wait for a 


reply imtil the following Monday (Jic lUh). There was an 
insoRnt menace implied in this note, accompanied as it was 
by insolent demands, ^flie admiral found it impossible to 
comply with the latter; but, to manifest Lis Ici^ient dispo¬ 
sition, and to take from the rebels all plea of rigour, he had a 
proclamation affixed for thirty days at the gate of the for¬ 
tress, promising full indulgence and coniflfete oblivion of tho 
past to Roldan and his followers, on condition of their pre¬ 
senting themselves before him, and returning to their alle¬ 
giance to the crown within a month; together with li ee 
conveyance for all su?h as wished to return to Spain; but 
threatening to execute rigorous justice upon those who should 
not appear within the limited time. A copy of this paper he 
sent to Roldan by Carvajal, with a letter, stating the imi)ossi- 
bilitA" of compliance with his terms, but offering to agree to 

* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 153. 
t l4is Casas. Hist. lnd.,dia. L cap. i. 158. ^ Hist, del Almiraute, cap. 79. 
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any compact drawn up with the approbation of Carvajal and 
Salamanca. 

When Carvajal arrived, * he found the veteran Ballester 
actually besieged in his fortress of Conception by Roldan, 
under pretext of claiming, in his official character of alcalde 
mayor, a culj)rit who had taken refuge there from justice. 
He had cut off the supply of water from the fort by way of 
distressing it into a surrender. WRen Carvajal posted up 
the proclamation of the admiral on the gate of the fortress, 
the rebels scoffc'd at the proffered amnesty, 8a5’ing that, in a 
little while, they would oblige the admiral to ask the same at 
their hands. The earnest intercessions of Carvajal, however, 
brought tlic le.'idcrs at length to reflection, and through his 
mediation, articles of capitulation were drawn up. By these 
it was agreed that Roldan and his followers shoxild embarlv 
for Spain from the port of Xaragua in two ships, to be fitted 
out and victualled within fifty days. That thc^y should each 
receive from the admiral a certificate of good conduct, and an 
order for the amount of their pay up to^ the actual date. That 
slaves should be given to them, as had been given to others 
in consideration of services performed; and as several of theii 
company had wives, natives of the island, who were pregnant 
or had lately been delivered, they might take them with 
them, if willing to go, in place of the slaves. That satisfiic 
tion should be made for fproperty of some of the comj)any 
which had been sequestered, and for live rStock which had 
belonged to Francisco Roldan. There were other conditions, 
providing for the security of their persons: and it was stipu¬ 
lated that, if no reply were received to these terms within 
eight days, Ihe whole should be void.* " 

This agreement was signed by Roldan awrd his companions 
at Fort Ctuiccptioii on the 16th of November, and by the 
admiral at San Domingo on the 21st. At the samq time, he 
proclaimed a further act of grace, permitting such "as chose 
to remain in the island either to come to San Domingo, and 
enter into the royal service, or to hoW lands in any part of 
the island. They preferred, however, to follow the fortunes 
of Roldan, who departed with his band for Xaragua, to await 
the arrival of the ships, accompanied by Miguel Ballester, 
sent by the admiral to superintend the preparations for t^ir 
embarkation. ‘ 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 80. 
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Columbus was deeply grieved to have his projected enter¬ 
prise to Terra Firma impeded by such contemptible obstacles, 
and the ships which should have borne his brother to explore 
that newly-found continent, devoted to the use of this turbu¬ 
lent and worthless rabble, lie consoled himself, however, 
with the reflection, that all the mbschief which had so lou^ 
been lurking in the island, would thus be at once shipped off, 
and thenceforth everything restored to order and tranquillity. 
He ordered every exertion to be made, therefore, to get the 
ships in readiness to be sent round to Xaragua; but the 
scarcity of sea-stores, and the difliculty of completing th© 
arrangements^ for such a voyage in the disordered state of 
the colony, d^yed their departure far beyond the stipulated 
time. Feelidg that hb had been compc'Ued to a kind of 
deception towards the sovereigns, in the certificate of good 
conduct given to lloldaii and his followers, he wrote a letter 
to them, stating the circumstances under which that certificate 
liad been in a mnimer wrung from him to save the island 
from utter confusion jyid ruin, lie represented the real cha¬ 
racter and conduct of those men; how they had rebelled 
against his authority; prevented the Indians from paying 
tribute; pillaged the island; possessed themselves of large 
cjuantities of gold, and carried off the daughters of several of 
the caciques, lie advised, therefore, that they should be 
seized, and their slaves and treasure taken from them, until 
their conduct ccMild be properly investigated. This letter he 
iiitr, gted to a confidential jierson, who was to go in one of the 
ships.-^ . • . . 

The rebels having left the neighboirhood, and the afliiirs of 
San Domingo being in a state of security, Columbus put his 
brother Don Diego in temporaiy command, and departed with 
the Adelantado on a tour of several monthlj to visit the various 
stations, .and restore the island to order. 

The t\fo caravels destined for the use of the rebels sailed 
from San Domingo for Xaragua about the end of February; 
but, encountering a •violent storm, were obliged to put into 
one of the harbours of the island, where they were de¬ 
tained until the end of March. One was so disabled as to be 
compelled to return to San Domingo. Another vessel was 
dispatched to supply its place, in which the indefatigable 
Carfajal set sail, to expedite the embarkation of the rebels. 

* Uerrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. iii. nan. 1 flL 
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He was eleven days in making tbe voyage, and found tlie 
other caravel at Xaragua. 

The followers of Roldan had in the meantime changed their 
minds, and now refused to embark; as usual, they threw all 
the blame on Columbus, affirming that he had purposely 
delayed the ships far beyond the stipulated time: that he had 
sent them in a state not sea-worthy, and short of provisions, 
with many other charges, artfully founded on circumstances 
over which they knew he could have no control. Carvajal 
made a formal protest before a notary who had accompanied 
him, and finding that the ships were suffering great injury 
from the teredo or worm, and their pro\ision8 failing, he sent 
them back to San Domingo, and set out on his return by 
land. Roldan accompanied him a Kttle distance on horse¬ 
back, evidently disturbed in mind. He feared to return to 
Spain, yet was shrewd enough to know the insecurity of his 
present situation at the head of a band of dissolute men, 
acting in defiance of authority. What tic had he upon their 
fidelity stronger than the sacred obliga;fions which they had 
violated ? After lading thoughtfully for some distance, he 
paused, and requested some private conversation with Car¬ 
vajal before they parted. They alighted under the shade of 
a tree. Here Roldan made further professions of the loyalty 
of his intentions, and filially declared, that if the admiral 
would once more send him^a written security for his person, 
with the guarantee also of the principal persons about him, 
he would come to treat with him, and trusted that the \\ihole 
matter would be arranged on terms satisfactory to both par¬ 
ties. This offer, however, he added, must be kept secret from 
his followers.^ * 

Carvajal, overjoyed at this prospect of a fkial arrangement,^ 
lost no time in conveying the proposition of Roldan to the 
admiral. The latter immedijitcly forwarded the required 
passpoit or security, scaled with the royal seal, accompanied 
by a letter written in amicable terms, exhorting his quiet 
obedience to the authority of the sovereigns. Several of the 
principal persons also, who were with the admiral, wrote, at 
his request, a letter of security to Roldan,' pledging them- 
stdves for the safety of himself and his followers during the 
negotiation, provided they did nothing hostile to the roval 
authority or its representative. 

While Columbus was thus, wdth unwearied assiduitv' and 
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loyai zeal, endeavouring to bring the island back to it» 
obedience, he received a reply from Spain, to the earnest 
representations made by him in the preceding autumn, of tlej 
, distracted state of the colony and the outrages of these law¬ 
less men, and his prayers for royal countenance and support. 
The letter was written by his invidious enemy, the Bishop 
Fonseca, superintendent of Indian affairs. It acknowledged 
the receipt of his statement of the alleged insurrection ot 
Roldan, but observed that this matter must be sufiered tt* 
remain in suspense, as the sovereigns would investigate and 
remedy it presently.'*^ 

This cold reply had a disheartening effect upon Columbus, 
lie saw that his complaints had little weight with the govern¬ 
ment ; he feared that his enemies were i)rt'jndicing him with 
the sovereigns; and ho anticipated redoubled iiisolonce on 
the part of the rebels, when they should disc'over how little 
influence he possessed in Spain. Full of zeal, however, for 
the success of his undertaking, and of fidelity to the interest^ 
of the sovereigns, ne resolved to sjiare no ])ersonal sacrifice of 
comfort or dignity in*apjieasing tiie troidiles of the island. 
Eager to expedite the negotiation with Roldan, therefore, he 
sailed in the latter part of August with two carvels to the port 
of Azua, W'ost of San Domingo, and much nearer to Xaragua. 
lie was accompanied by several of the most imjiortant per¬ 
sonages of the colony. Roldan Repaired thither likewise, 
with the turbulent Adrian de Moxica, and a number of Ins 
band. The concessions already obtained had increased hi^ 
})resu!hption ; and he had, doubtless, received intelligence of 
the cold manner in whi^h the complaints^bf the admiral had 
been receivod in Spain. He conducted himself Inorc like a 
conqueror exacting triumphant terms, than a delinquent 
socking to procure pardon by atonement. ^He came on boaid 
of the caravel, and, with his usual efirontery, propounded the 
preliminjuies upon which he and his companions were dis¬ 
posed to negotiate. 

Frst, that he shoulckbe permitted to send several of his com¬ 
pany, to the number of fifteen, to Spain, in the vessels which 
w^ere at Sun Domingo. Secondly, that those who remained 
should have lands granted them, in place of royal pay. 
Thirdly, that it should be proclaimed, that every thing charged 
agu—»jt him and his party had been grounded upon false 
* Herrera, decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 16. 
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testimony, and the machinations of persons disaffected to tlw 
royal service. Fourthly, that he should be reinstated in his 
office of alcalde mayor, or chief judge.* 

These were hard and insolent conditions to commence with, 
but they were granted. Roldan then went on shore, and 
communicated them to his companions. At the end of two 
days the insurgents sent their capitulations, drawn up in 
form, and couched in arrogant language, including all the 
stipulations granted at hV)rt Conception, with those recently 
demanded by Roldan, and concluding with one, more insolent 
llian all the rest, namely, that if the admiral should fail in 
the fulfillment of any of these articles, they should have a 
light to assemble together, and compel his performance of 
them by force, or by any other n#eaus they might think 
proper.f The conspirators thus sought not merely exculpa¬ 
tion of the past, but a pretext for future rebellion. 

The mind grows wearied and impatient with recording, and 
the heart of the generous reader must burij with indignation 
at perusing, this protracted and ineffectual struggle of a man 
of the exalted merits and matchless services of Columbus, in 
tlie toils of such miscreants. Surrounded by doubt and dan¬ 
ger ; a foreigner among a jealous people ; an unpopular com¬ 
mander in a mutinous island; distrusted and slighted by the 
government he was seeking to serve; and creating suspicion 
by his very services; he kjicw not where to look for faithful 
advice, efficient aid, or candid judgment. Jhc very ground 
on which he stood seemed giving way under him, for he was 
told of seditious symptoms among his owm people. Seeing 
the impunity M’ith Vhich the rebels Rioted in the possession 
i>f one of th^ finest parts of the island, they hc^an to talk 
among themselves of following their exampl-e, of abandoning 
the standard of tli^ admiral, and seizing upon the province 
of Iliguey, at the eastern extremity of the island, which was 
said to contain valuable mines of gold. • 

Thus critically situated, disregarding every consideration of 
personal pride and dignity, and determined, at any individual 
sacrifice, to secure the interests of an ungrateful sovereign, 
Columbus forced himself to sign this most humiliating capitu¬ 
lation. He trusted that afterwards, when he could gam 
quiet access to the royal car, he should be able to convince 
tIh* king and queen that it had been compulsory, and fhTTed 
* Ilcrrcra, dcL'ud. i. lib. lii. cap. 16. f Idem. llLst. del Almiraute, c S>^. 
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from him by the extraordinary difficulties in which he had 
been placed, and the imminent perils of the colony, lleforo 
signing it, however, he inserted a stipulation, that the com¬ 
mands of the sovereigns, of himself, and of the justices ap¬ 
pointed by him, should be punctually obeyed.* 

CHAPTER IV.—[1499.] 

When Roldan resumed his office of alcalde mayor, or chief 
judge, he displayed all the arrogance to be expected from one 
who had intruded himself into power by })rolligate means. 
At the city of San Domingo, he was always surrounded by 
his faction; communed only with the dissolute and dis¬ 
affected ; and, having all the turbulent and desperate men of 
tlie community at his .heck, uas enabled to intimidate the 
quiet and loyal by his frowns. lie bore an inq)udent front 
against the authority even of Columbus himself, discharging 
from office one Rodrigo P(‘rez, a lieutenant of the admiral, 
dechu’ing lAiat nc^^ie but such as he ap})ointed should bear a 
staff of office in the island.f Columbus bad a difficult and 
painful ta.sk in bearing with the insolence of this man, and 
of the shameless rabble which had returned, under his 
auspices, to the settlements. He tacitly permitted many 
abuses; endeavouring by mildness and indulgence to allay 
the jealousies and prejudicevs awakened agaiiist him, and by 
various concessions to lure the facetious to the performance of 
their duty. To,,such of the colonists generally as preferred to 
remain in the island, he offered a choice of either royal pay 
or portions of lauds, with a number of Indians, some free, 
others as slaves, to assist in tho cidtivatidli. The latter was 
generally pfelerred; and grants wei’e made out,* in which he 
endeavoured, as .much as j)ossible, to combine the benefit of 
the individual with the interests of the cojony. 

Roldan presented a memorial signed by upwards of one 
hundred of his late followers, demanding grants of lands and 
licenses to settle, and choosing Xaragua for their place of 
abode. The admiral«fe.u’ed to trust such a numerous body of 
factious partisans in so remote a province; he contrived, therc;- 
fore, to distribute them in various parts of the island; somo at 
Bonao, where their settlement gave origin to the town of that 
name; others on the bank of the Rio Verde, or Green River, 
in l,5!c Vega; others about six leagues thence, at St. Jago. 

* Herrera., Hist, lad., decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 16. t Ideio. 
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lie assij^ed to them liberal portions of land, and numerous 
Indian slaves, taken in the wars. He made an arrangement, 
also, by which the caciques in their vicinity, instead of pay¬ 
ing tribute, should furnish parties of their subjects, free 
Indians, to assist the colonists in the cultivation of their 
lands: a kind of feudal service, which was the origin of the 
repartimientos, or distributions of free Indians among the 
colonists, afterwards generally adopted, and shamefully abused, 
throughout the Spanish colonics; a source of intolerable 
hardships and oppressions to the unliappy natives, and which 
greatly contribnU’d to exterminate them from the island of 
Hispaniola.* Columbus considered the island in the light of 
a coiKjuered country, and arrogated to himself all the rights 
of Ji conqueror, in the name of the jSovereigns for whom he 
fought. Of course all his com])anions in the enterprise were 
entitled to take part in the acquired territory, and to esta¬ 
blish themselves there as feudal lords, reducing the natives to 
the condition of villains or vassals.f Thisi was tin arrange¬ 
ment widely different from his origina] intention of treating 
the natives with kindness, as ])eaccful subjects of the crown. 
But all his plans had been subverted, and his present mea¬ 
sures forced upon him by the exigency of the times, and the 
violence of lawless men. He ai)])oiritcd a captain with an 
armed band, as a kind of jiolice,. with orders to range the pro¬ 
vinces, oblige the Indians ^to pay their tributes, watch over 
the conduct of the colonists, and check the least appearance 
of mutiny or insurrection.]; ^ 

Having sought ryid obtained such jynple provisions for his 
followers, Rgldan w as not more modest in making demands 
ibr himself. He claimed certain lands in the vicinity of Isa¬ 
bella, as having belonged to him before hi.s•rebellion ; also a 
royal farm, called %Esperaiiza, situated on the Vega, and 
devoted to the rearing of poultry. These the admiral granted 
him, with permission to employ, in the cultivatiOh of the 
farm, the subjects of the cacique whose cars had been cut off 
by Alonzo de Ojeda, in his first militarj’ expedition into the 
Vega. Roldan received also grants of land in Xaragua, and 
a variety of live stock from the cattle and other animals be¬ 
longing to the crown. These grants were made provisionally, 
until the pleasure of tlie sovereigns should be know'n;§ for 

• Herrera, dccad. i. lib. iii. c 16. + Muiioz, Hist. N. Mundo, lib. vi.Vld. 

t Hist, del Almirante, cap. 84 § Herrera, decad. i. Ub. iii. cap. 16. 
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Columbus yet trusted, that wben they should understand the 
maimer in which these concessions had been extorted from 
him, the ringleaders of the rebels would not merely be 
stripped of their iU-gotten possessions, but receive well- 
merited punishment. 

Roldan having now enriched himself beyond his hopes, re¬ 
quested permission of Columbus to visit his lands. This was 
granted with great reluctance. He immediately depsirted for 
the Vega, and stopping at Bonao, his late head-quarters, 
made Pedro Requelme, one of his most active confederates, 
alcalde, or judge of the place, with the power of arn'sting id I 
delinquents, and sending them prisoners to the fortress of 
Conception, where he reserved to himself the right of sen¬ 
tencing them. This was an assumption of powers not vest(‘d 
in his office, and gave great olfence to Columbus. Other 
circumstances created apprehensions of further troubles from 
the late insurgents. Pedro Re([uelme, under pretext of 
erecting farming buildings for his cattle, began to construct a 
strong edifice on a hill, ca])able of being converted into a 
formidable fortress. This, it wa.i whispered, was done in 
concert with Roldan, by way of si'curing a strong-hold in 
case of need. Being in the neighbourhood of the Vega, 
where so many of their late partisans were settled, it would 
form a dangerous rallying-plaee for any new sedition. The 
clcsigns of Requelme were susp-jeted and his proceedings 
opposed by Pcfjro do Arana, a loyal and honourable man, 
who was on the spot. Representations w'cre made by both 
parties to the admiral, who prohibited Requelme from pro¬ 
ceeding with the construction of his edifi5:j.'^ 

Columbia had prepared to return, with his Inother Don 
Bartholomew, to Spain, where he felt that his presence was 
of the utmost irajiortance to place thev late events of the 
island in a proper light; having found that his letters of ex¬ 
planation were liable to be comiteracted by the misrepresen 
tations of malevolent enemies. The island, however, u.ja 
still in a feverish state. He was not well assured ol' tK 
fidelity of the late rebels, though so dearly purchased; tlic-rr 
was a rumour of a threatened descent into the Vega, by tlie 
mountain tribes of Ciguay, to attempt the rescue of their 
captive cacique Mayobanex, still detained a prisoner in tin- 
^blV^^?.‘5S of Conception. Tidings were brought about the same 
Herrera, decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 16. Hist, del Almirante, cap. 83, S4 
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time from the western parts of the island, that four strange 
feihips had arrived at the coast, under suspicious apjjearances. 
These circumstances obliged -him to postpone bis depaiture, 
and held him involved in the affairs of this favourite but 
fatal island. 

The two caravels were dispatched for Spain in the begin¬ 
ning of October, taking such of the colonists as chose to 
return, and among them a number of Roldan’s partisans. 
Some of these took with them slaves, others carried away the 
daughters of caciques whom they had beguiled from their 
families and homes. At these iniquities, no less than at 
many others which equally grieved his spirit, the admiral was 
obliged to connive. He was conscious, at the same time, 
that he was sending home a rcinfoiiecment of enemies and 
false witnesses, to defame his character and traduce hi^ con¬ 
duct, but he had no alternative. To counteract, as much as 
possible, their misrepresentations, bc^ent by the same caravel, 
••Ihe loyal and upright veteran Miguel Ballester, together with 
' Garcia de Barrantes, empowered to attend to his affairs at 
court, and furnished with the deposiAons taken relative to 
the conduct of Roldan and his accomplices. 

In his letters to the sovereigns, he entreated them to inquire 
* into the truth of the late transactions. .He stated his opinion, that 
his capitulations with the rebels were null and void, for various 
reasons, viz.—they had b(^cn extorted from him by violence, 
and at sea, where he did not exercise the o^ce of viceroy-— 
there had been two trials relative to the insurrection, and the 
insurgents having been condemned as traitors, it was not in 
power of the admfral to absolve theih from their criminality 
—the capitulations treated of matters touching the royal 
revenue, over which he had no control, ^)^ithout the inter¬ 
vention of the proper officers—^lastly, Francisco Roldan and his 
companions, on leaving Spain, had taken an oath to be faithful 
to the sovereigns, and to the admiral in their name, which 
oath they had violated. For these and similar reasons, some 
just, others rather sophistical, he urgechthe sovereigns not to 
consider themselves bound to ratify the compulsory terms 
ceded to these profligate men,' but to inquire into their 
offences, and treat them accordingly.* 

He repeated the request made in a former letter, that a 
learned judge might be sent out to administer the laws ii/3ife 
• Herrera, deead, i. lib. iii. cap. 16. 
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admiral by his recent experience, in which much of his own 
perplexities, and the triumph of the rebels, had been caused 
by th^ distrust of the crown, and its inattention to his re¬ 


monstrances. 


Finding age and infirmity creeping upon him, and his 
health much impaired by his last voyage, lie began to think 
of his son Diego, as an active coacljutqr, who, being destined 
as his successor, might gain exp 'ricnce under his eye, for , 
the future discharge of his high duties. Diego, though still 
serving ac a page at the com’t, was grown to man’s estate, 
and capable of entering into the imjiortant concerns of life. 
Columbus entreated, therefore, that he might be sent out to 
assist him, as he felt himself infirm in health, and broken in 
constitution, and less capable of exertion than formerly.^ 


CHAPTER V.—[1499.] 


Among the causes which induced Col ambus to postpone 
his departune for Spain, has been mentioned the arrival of 
four ships at thjp western part of the island. These had 
anchored on the 5th of September in a harbour a little below 
Jacquemel, apparently with the design ol cutting dye-woods, 
which abpnnd in that neighbourhood, and of carrying off the 
natives for slaves. Further reports informed him that they 
were commanded by, Alonzo de Ojeda, the same hot-headed 
and bold-hearted cavalier who had distinguished himself on 
various occasions in the previous voyages of discovery, and 
particularly in the capture of the cacique Caonabo. Know¬ 
ing the daring and venturous spirit of this man , Columbus 
telh<much disturbed at his visiting the island in this clandes^ 
* Horrera, decad. i. lib. iii. cap. 16. 
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tine manner, on what appeared to be little better than a free- 
booting expedition. To call him to account, and oppose hia 
aggressions, required an agent of spirit and address. No one 
seemed better fitted for the purpose than Roldan. He was as , 
daring as Ojeda, and of a more crafty character. An expe¬ 
dition of the kind would occupy the attention of himself and 
his partisans, and divert them from any schemes of mischief. 
The large concessions recently made to them would, he 
trusted, secure their present fidelity, rendering it more profit¬ 
able for them to be loyal than rebellious. 

Roldan readily undertook the enterprise. He had nothing 
further to gain by sedition, and was anxious to secure his ill- 
gotten possessions, and atone for past offences by public 
service's. He was vain as well as aotive, and took a pride in 
acquitting himself well in an expedition which called for both 
courage and shrewdness. Departing from San Domingo wdth 
two caravels, he arrived on the 29th of September within two 
leagues of the harbour where the shipf? of Ojeda were 
anchored. Here he landed with five-and-twenty resolute 
followers, well nrmed, and accustomed to range the forests. 
He sent five scouts to reconnoitre. They brought word that 
Ojeda was several leagues distant from his ships, with only 
fifteen men, employed in making cassava bread in an Indian 
^•ill^lge. Roldan tlirew himself beUveen them and the ships, 
thinking to take them by surprise. They were api)rised, 
however, of his aj)proach by the Indians, witji whom the terv 
name of Roldan inspired terror, from his late excesses in 
Xaragua. Ojeda saw his danger; he supposed Roldan had 
been sent in pui^uit of him, and*he found himself cut 
off from his<^iii])s. With his usual intrepidity he immediately 
presented himself before Roldan, attended ,merely by half a 
dozen followers. 'J'he latter craftily began by conversing on 
general topics. He then inquired into his motives for landing 
an the island, particularly on that remote and lonely part, 
without first reporting his arrival to the admiral. Ojeda 
replied, that he had been on a voyage «Df discovery, and had 
put in there in distress, to repair his ships and procure provi¬ 
sions. Roldan then demanded, in the name of the govern¬ 
ment, a sight of the license under which he sailed. Ojeda, 
who knew the resolute character of the man he had to deal 
with, restrained his natural impetuosity, and replied tha<,^iis 
oapers were on board of his ship. He declared his intention,, 
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on departing thence, to go to San Domingo, and pay Ins 
homage to the admiral, having many things to tell him which 
were for his private ear alone. He intimated to Roldan that 
the admiral was in complete disgrace at court; that there 
was a talk of taking from him his command, and that the 
queen, his patroness, was ill beyond all hopes of recovery. 
This intimation, it is presumed, was referred to by Roldan in 
his despatches to the admiral, wherein he mentioned that 
certain things had been communicated to him by Ojeda, 
which he did not think it safe to confide to a letter. 

Roldan now repaired to the ships. He found several persons 
on board with whom he was acquainted, and who had already 
been in Hispaniola. They confirmed the truth of what Ojeda 
had said, and showed a ly^ense signed by the Bishop of Fon¬ 
seca, as superintendent of the afiairs of the Indies, authorizing 
him to sail on a voyage of discovery.* 

It appeared, from the report of Ojeda and his followers, 
that the glowing accounts sent home by Columbus of his late 
discoveries on the coast of Ptiria, his magnificent speculations 
with respect to the ri(?iies of thv. newly-found country, and 
Ihc specimen of pearls transmitted to die sovereigns, had 
inflamed the cupidity of various adventurers. Ojeda happened 
to be at that time in Spain. He was a favourite of the Bishop 
of Fonseca, and obtained a sight of the letter written by tho 
admiral to the sovereigns, and the^ cliarts and maps of his 
route by which it was accom])anied. Ojeda knew Columbus 
to be embarrasseef by the seditions of Hispaniola; he foul'd, 
by his Conversations with Fonseca and other of the admiral’'* 
enemies, that strong doulSls and jealousies eSisted in the mind 
of the 'king with respect to his conduct, and tUtit his ap¬ 
proaching downfall^ was confidently predicted. The idea of 
taking advantag* of these circumstances s^yuck Ojeda, and, 
by a private enterprise, he hoped to be the first in gathering 
the wealth, of these newly-discovered regions. He commu¬ 
nicated his project to his patron, Fonseca. The latter was 
but too ready for anything that might defeat the plans and 
obscure the glory of C-'olumbns; and it may be added that he 
always showed himself more disposed to patronize mercenary 
adventurers thap upright and high-minded men. He granted 
Ojeda every facility; furnishing him with copies of the 
pope*'' and charts of Columbus, by which to direct himself 
* Herrera, decad. i. lib. iv. cap. 3. 
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in his course, and a letter of license signed with his own 
name, though not with that of the sovereigns. In this, it 
was stipulated that he should not touch at any land belonging 
to the King ,of Portugal, nor any that had been discovered 
by Columbus prior to 1495. ‘^I'he last provision shows the 
perfidious artifice of Fonseca, as it left Paria and the PcaF 
Islands free to the visits of Ojeda, they having been dis 
covered by Columbus subsequent to the designated year, 
'riie ships were to be fitted out at the charges of the adven¬ 
turers, and a certain proportion of the products of the voyage 
were to bo rendered to the crown. 

Under this license, Ojeda fitted out four ships at Seville, 
assisted by many eager and wealthy speculators. Among the 
number was the celebrated Amerigo Vespucci, a Florentine 
merchant, well acquainted with geography and navigation, 
The principal pilot of the expedition was Juan de la Cosa, a 
mariner of great repute', a disciple of the admiral, whom he 
had accompanied in his first voyage of discovery, and in that 
alonsi the southern coast of Cuba, and round the island of 
Jamaica. Tliere were several also of the mariners, and Unr- 
tholomcw Roldan, a distinguished pilot, who had been with 
Columbus in his voyage to Paria.* Such was the expedition 
which, by a singular train of circumstances, eventually gave 
the name of this Florentine merehant, Amerigo Vespucci, to 
the whole of the New World. 

This expedition had sailed in May, 1499, The adventurers 
had arrived on the southern continent, and ranged along its 
coast, from two hundred leagues cast of the Oronokd, to the 
Gulf of Paria. Guided by the charts of Columbus, they had 
passed through this gulph, and through the Roca del Dragon, 
and had kept along westward to Cape de ^ Vela, visiting the 
island of Margarfta and the adjacent contineftit, and discover 
ing the gulph of Venezuela. They had subsequently touched 
at the Caribhee Islands, where they had fought with the fierce 
natives, and made many captives, with the intention of selling 
them in the slave-markets of Spain. < Thence, being in need 
of supplies, they had sailed to Hispaniola, having performed 
the most extensive voyage hitherto made along the shores of 
the New World.f 

Having collected all the information that he . could obtain 

* Las Casas. t Herrera, Hist. Ind., docad, i. iib. irV'eap. 4 

Muftoz, Hist N. Muudo, part in MS. unpublished. 
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c'.onoeming these voynji^ors, their adventurers and desii^ns, 
and trusting to the declaration of Ojeda, that he should pro¬ 
ceed forthwith to present himself to the admiral, Roldan 
returned to San Domingo to render a report of his mission 

CHAPTER VI.—[1500.] 

When intelligence was brought to Columbus of the nature 
of the expedition of Ojeda, and the license under which he 
sailed, he considered himself deeply aggrieved, it being a 
direct infraction of his most important {)re^ogatives, and 
sanctioned by authority which ought to h^e held them 
sacred. He awaited patiently, however, the promised visit 
of Alonzo de Ojeda to obtain fuller explanations. Nothing 
was further from the intention of that roving commtmder 
than to keep such promise : he had made it pierely to elude 
the vigilance of Roldan. As soon as lie had refitted his 
vessels and obtained a supjdy of provisions, he sailed round 
to the coast of Xaragua, where he arrived in h’tibruary. Here 
he was well received by the Spaniards resielent in that pro¬ 
vince, who supplied alibis wants. Among them were many 
of the late comrades of Roldan ; loose, random characters, 
impatient of order and restraint, and burning with animosity 
against the admiral, for having again brought them under the 
wholesome authority of the laws. 

Knowing the rash and fearless character of Ojeda, and 
finding that there were jealousies between him and the ad¬ 
miral, they hailed him as a new leader, come to redress their 
fancied* grievances, in place of Roldan, whom they con¬ 
sidered as having deserted them. Ihey made clamorous 
complaints to* Ojeda of the injustice of the admfral, whom 
they charged witlj withholding from them the arrears of 
their pay. « 

Ojeda was a hot-headed man, with somewhat of a vaunting 
spirit, and immediately set himself up as a redresser of griev¬ 
ances. It is said also, that he gave himself out as authorised 
by government, in conj*niction with Carvajal, to act as coun¬ 
sellors, or rather super'sdsors of the admiral; and that one of 
the first measures they were to take, was to enforce the pay¬ 
ment of all salaries due to the servants of the crown.* It is 
questionable, however, whether Ojeda made any pretension 
of tL: kind, which could so readily be disproved, and would 

* Hist, del Almlrante, cap. 84. 
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have tended to disgrace him with the government. It is 
probable that he was encouraged in his intermeddling, chiefly 
by his knowledge of the tottering state of the admiral’s favour 
at court, and of his own security in the powerful protection 
of Fonseca, He may have imbibed also the opinion, dili¬ 
gently fostered by those with whom he had chiefly com¬ 
municated in Spain, just before his departure, that these 
people had been driven to extremities by the oppression of 
the admiral and his brothers. Some feeling of generosity, 
therefore, may have mingled with his usual love of action and 
enterprise, when he proposed to redress all their wrongs, 
put himself at their head, march at once to San Domingo, 
and oblige the admiral to pay them on the spot, or expel him 
from the island. o 

The proposition of Ojeda was received with acclama¬ 
tions of transport by some of the rebels; otheis made ob¬ 
jections. Quarrels arose: a ruffianly scene of violence and 
brawl ensued, in which several were killed and w'ounded on 
both sides; but the party for the expedition to San Domingo 
remained triumphant. 

Fortunately for the pence and safety of the admiral, Iloldan 
aiTivcd in the neighbourhood, just at this critical juncture, 
attended by a crew of resolute fellows. He had been dis¬ 
patched by Columbus to watch the movements of Ojeda, on 
hearing of his arrival on#-the coast of Xaragua. Apprised of 
the violent scenes which were taking placQ Roldan, when on 
the way, sent to his old confederate Diego de Escobar, to 
follow him with gll the trusty force he could collect^ "They 
reached Xaragua within a day of each other. An instance 
of the bah faith usual between bad men was* now evinced. 
The foimer partisans of Roldan, finding Jiim earnest in his 
intention of serving the government, and that there was no 
hope of engaging him in their new sedition, sought to waylay 
and destroy him on his march, but his vigilance and celerity 
prevented them.’'^ 

Ojeda, w'hen he heard of the approach of Roldan and 
Escobar, retired on board of his shipsl Though of a daring 
spirit, he had no inclination, in the present instance,' to come 
to blows, where there was a certainty of desperate fighting, 
and no gain; and where he must raise his aim against govern¬ 
ment. Iloldan now issued such remonstrances as had’often 

"'Hist del Almlrante, cap. 84. 
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been ineffectually addressed to himself. He wrote to Ojeda, 
reasoning with him on his conduct, and the confusion he was 
producing in the island, and inviting him on shore to an 
amicable an-angement of all alleged grievances. Ojeda, know¬ 
ing the crafty, violent character of Roldan, disregarded his 
repeated messages, and refused to venture within his power, 
lie even seized one of his messengers, Diego de Truxillo, and 
landing suddenly at Xaragua, carried off another of his fol¬ 
lowers, named Toribio de Lenares; both of whom he detained 
in irons on board of his vessel, as hostages for a certain Juan 
Pintor, a one-armed sailor, who liad deserted, threatening to 
hang them if the deserter was not given up.* 

Various manoeuvres took place between these two well- 
matched opponents; each wary of the address and prowess 
of the other. Ojeda made sail, and stood twelve leagues to 
the northward, to the province of Cahay, one of the most 
beautiful and fertile j)art8 of the country, and inhabited by a 
kind and gentle pt'ople. Here he landed with forty men, 
seizing upon whatever he could find of the provisions of the 
natives. Roldan and liscobar fohowed along shore, and were 
soon at his heels. Roldan then dispritched hlscobar in a 
light canoe, paddled swiftly by Indians, who approaching 
within hail of the ship, informed Ojeda tiiat, since he 
would not trust himself on shore, Roldan would come and 
confer with him on board, if he wojild send a boat for him. 

Ojeda now thijught himself secure of his enemy; he im¬ 
mediately dispatched a boat within a short distance of the 
shore,* where the crew la^ on their oars, requiring Roldan to 
come to them. “ Ho^ many may accohipany me?” de¬ 
manded thedatter: “ Only five or six,” was the rftply. Upon 
this Diego de E^,obar and four others waded to the boat. 
The crew refused to admit more. Roloan^ then ordered one 
man to carry him to the barge, and another to walk by his 
side, and^sist him. By this stratagem, his party was eight 
strong. 'The instant he entered the boat, he ordered the 
oarsmen to row to ahore. On their refusing, he and Ins 
companions attacked them sword in hand, wounded several, 
and made all prisoners, excepting an Indian archer, who, 
plunging under the water, escaped by swimming. 

Tins was an important triumph for Roldan. Ojeda, 
an\l7is for the recovery of his boat, which was indispeus- 
* Las Casas, Hist, fud., lib. i cap. 169, MS. 
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able for tbe service of the ship, now made overtures of 
peace. He approached the shore in his remaining boat of 
small size, taking with him his principal pilot, an arqucbusier, 
and fojur oarsmen. Roldan entered the boat he had just 
captured, with seven rowers and fifteen fighting men, causing' 
fifteen others to be ready on shore to embark in a large canoe, 
in case of need. A cbaracteristic interview took place be¬ 
tween those doughty antagonists, each keeping warily on his 
guard. Their conference were carried on at a distance. 
Ojeda justified his hostile movements by alleging that Roldan 
had come 'with an armed force to seize him. This the latter 
positively denied, promising him the most amicable reception 
from the admiral in case he would repair to San Domingo. 
An arrangement was at length efiecte/i ; the boat was restored, 
and mutual restitution of the men took place, with the excep¬ 
tion of Juan Pintor, the one-armed deserter, who had ab- 
.sconded; and on the following day, Ojeda, according to 
agreement, set sail to leave the island, threatening however 
to return at 'a future time with more ships and men.* 

Roldan waited in the neighbourhood, doubting the truth of 
his departure. In the course of a few days, word was brought 
that Ojeda had landed on a distant pjirt of the coast. He 
immediately pursued him with eighty men, in ctinoes, sending 
scouts by land. Before he arrived at the place, Ojeda had 
.again made s.ail, and Rolc^an saw and heard no more of him. 
La« Casas asserts, however, that Ojeda departed either to 
some remote district of Hisj)aniola, or to the island of Porto 
Rico, where he made up what he called his CavalgAda, or 
drove of slaves; eftrrying ofi‘ numbers of the unhappy natives, 
whom he soid in the slave-market Cadiz, f '* 

Cni\PTER VII.—[1500.*] 

When men have been accustomed to act falsely, they take 
great merit to themselves for an exertion of commoij honesty. 
The followers of Roldan were loud in trumpeting forth their 
unwonted loyalty, and the great services they had rendered 
to government in driving Ojeda from the island. Like all 
refomed knaves, they expected that their good conduct 
would be amply rewarded. Looking upon their leader as 
having every thing in his gift, and being well pleased with 
the delightful province of Cahay, they requested him to BVai(‘ 
* Letter of Columbus to the Nurse of Prince Juan, t Las Casas, i. 16d. 
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the land among them, that they might settle there. Roldan 
would have had no hesitation in granting their request, had 
it been made during his fireebooting career; but he was nov 
anxious to establish a character for adherence to the laws. 
He declined, therefore, acceding to their wishes, until sano- 
lioiied by the admiral. Knowing, however, that he had 
fostered a. spirit among these men which it was dangerous to 
contradict, and that their rapacity, by long indulgence, did 
not admit of delay, he Glared among them certain lands of 
his own, in the territory of his ancient host Behcchio, 
cacique of Xaragua. He then wrote to the admiral for per¬ 
mission to return to San Domingo,- and received a letter in 
reply, giving him many thanks and commendations for the 
diligence and address which he had manifested, but re(|uest- 
ing him to remain for a time in Xariigua. lest Cjeda should be 
yet hovering about the coast, and disposed to make another 
descent in that province. 

The troubles of the island were not yet at an end, but were 
destined again to iTreak ibrtli, and from somewhat of a roman¬ 
tic cause. There amwd about this time, at Xaragua, a young 
cavalier of noble family, named Don Hernando de Guevara. 
He possessed an agreeable person and winning manners, but 
was headstrong in his passions, and dissolute in his principles, 
lie was cousin to Adrien de Moxica, one of the most active 
ringleaders in the late rebellion of Roldan, and had conducted 
himself with such licentiousness* at San Domingo, that 
Columbus had Vanished him from the island. There being 
no other opportunity of embarking, he had been sent to 
Xaragua, to return to Spain in one of thetliips of Ojeda, but 
aiTivcd afte?; their departure. Roldan received Jiim favour¬ 
ably, on account of nis old comrade, Adrian de Moxica, find 
permitted him to choose some place of icsidence until furtluT 
orders concerning him should arrive froiii the admiral. lie 
chose the, province of Cahay, at the place where Roldan had 
captured the boat of Ojechi. It was a delightful part of tliat 
beautiful coast; but reason why Guevara chose it, was the 
vicinity to Xaragua. While at the latter place, in conse¬ 
quence of the indulgence of Roldan, he was favourably re¬ 
ceived at the house of Anacaona, the widow of Caonabo, and 
sister of the cacique Behechio. That remarkable woman still 
ret-iincd her partiality to the Spaniards, notwithstJinding the 
disgraceful scenes which had passed before her eyes; and 
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the native dignity of her character had commanded the re-- 
spect even of the dissolute rabble which infested her province. 
JJy her late husband, the cacique Caonabo, she had a daugh- 
tor named Higuenamota, just grown up, and greatly admired, 
for her beauty. Guevara, being often in company with her, 
a mutual attachment ensued. It was to be near her that he 
chose Cahay as a residence, at a place where his cousin 
Adrian de Moxicu kept a number of dogs and hawks, to be 
employed in the chase. Guevara delayed his departure. 
Roldan discovered the reason, and warned him to desist from 
his pretensions and leave the province. Las Casas intimates 
that Roldan was himself attached to the young Indian beauty, 
and jealous of her preference of his rival. Anacaona, the 
mother, pleased with the gallant apjvcaranoe and ingratiating 
manners of the youthful cavalicT, favoured his attachment; 
especially as he sought her daughter in marriage. Notwith¬ 
standing the orders of Roldan, Guevara still lingered in 
Xaragua, in the house of Anacaona; apd sending for a 
priest, desired him to baptize his intended bride. 

Hearing of this, Roldan sent for Guevara, and rebuked 
him sharply for remaining at Xaragua, and atmrnpting to de¬ 
ceive a person of the importance of Anacaona, by ensnaring 
the affections of her daugter. Guevara avowed the strength 
of his passion, and his correct intentions, and entreated per¬ 
mission to remain. Roldap was inflexible. He alleged that 
some ^vil construction might be put on his^ conduct by the 
admiral; but it is probable his true motive was a desire to 
send away a rival, who interfered with his own amorous de¬ 
signs. Guevara obeyed; but had sedree been three days at 
Cahay, whun, unable to remain longer absent fi*om the object 
of his passion, he returned to Xaragua, acqpmpanied by four 
or five friends, and^coacealed himself in the dwelling of Ana¬ 
caona. Roldan, who was at that time confined by a malady 
in his eyes, being apprised of his return, sent ordera for him 
to depart instantly to Cahay. The young cavalier assumed a 
tone of defiance. He warned Roldan not to make foes when 
he had such great need of friends; for, to his certain knowledge, 
the admiral intended to behead him. Upon this, Roldan*' 
commanded him to quit that part of the isl^d, and repair to 
San Doiningo, to present himself before the admiral. The 
thoughts of being banished entirely from the vicinity of hit 
Indian beauty, checked the vehemence of the youm. Hb 
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changed his tone of haughty defiance into one of humble supi. 
plication; and Roldan, appeased by this submission, permitted 
him to remain for the present in the neighbourhood. 

Roldan had instilled wilfulness and violence into the hearts 
of his late fellowersi and now was doomed to experience the 
effects. Guevara, incensed at his opposition to his j){i8sion, 
meditated revenge. He soon made a party among the old 
comrades of Roldan, who detested, as a magistrate, the man 
they had idolized as a leader. It was concerted to rise sud¬ 
denly upon him, and either to kill him or put out his eyes. 
Roldan was apprised of the plot, and proceeded with his 
usual promptness. Guevara was seized in the dwelling of 
Anacaona, in the presence of his intended bride; seven of 
his accomplices were likewise arrested. Roldan immediately 
sent an account of the affair to the admiral, professing at 
present, to do nothing without his authority, and declaring 
himself not competent to judge im])artially in the case. 
Columbus, who was at ^^t time at Fort Conc('])tion, in the 
Vega, ordered the prisc^r to be conducted to the fortress of 
San Pomingo. • 

The vigorous measures of Roldan against his old comrades, 
produced commotions in the island. When Adrian de Moxica 
heard that his cousin Guevara was a prisoner, and that, too, 
by command of his former' confederate, he was highly exas¬ 
perated, and resolved on vengeance. Hastening to Bonao, 
the old haunt of rebellion, he obtained the co-operation of 
Pedro Requelme, the recently appointed alcalde. They 
w'cnt found among their late companionf in rebellion, who 
had received lands and Settled in' various ^arts of the Vega, 
working upon their ready passions, and enlisting Aeir feelings 
in the cause of ap old comrade. These men seem to have 
had an iiTesistible propensity to sediflo^^. Guevara was a 
favourite with them all; the charms of the Indian beauty had 
probably ^eir influence; and the conduct of Roldan was 
pronounced a tyrannical inlei*ference, to prevent a manaage 
agreeable to all partiet. and beneficial to the colony. There is 
no being so odious to his former associates as a reformed 
robber, or a rebel enlisted in the service of justice. The 
old scenes of faction were renewed; the weapons which had 
scarce been hung up from the recent rebellions, were again 
snatched down from the walls, and rash preparations 
were made for action. Moxica soon saw a body of daring 
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iind reckless men ready, with horse and weapon, to follow 
him on any desperate enterprise. Blinded by the impunity 
which had attended their former outrages, he now threat¬ 
ened acts of greater atrocity, meditating, not merely the 
rescue of his cousin, but ^e death of Holdan and the 
admiral. 

Columbus was at. Fort Conception, with an inconsiderable 
force, when this dangerous plot Was concerted in his very 
neighbourhood. Not dreaming of any further hostilities from 
raeh on whom he had lavished favours, he would doubtless 
have fallen into their "^power, had not intelligence been 
brought him of the plot by a deserter from the conspirators, 
lie saw at a glance the perils by which he was surrounded, 
and the storm al>out to burst upon the island. It was no 
longer a time for lenient measures ; he determined to strike a 
blow which should crush the very head of rebellion. 

Taking with him but six or seven trusty servants, and three 
esquires, all well armed, he set out in the night for the place 
where the ringleaders were quartered. Vlonfiding probably 
in the sccresy of thtir plot, and the Mtc passivciicss of the 
admiral, they appear to have been perfectly unguarded. 
Columbus came upon them by surprise, seized Moxica and 
several of his principal confederates, and bore them ofi' to 
Fort Conception. The moment was critical; the Vega was 
ripe for a revolt; he had the fomenter of the conspiracy 
in his power, and an example was called for that should strike 
terror into the factious. He ordered Moxich to be banged on 
the top of tlic fortress. The latter entreated to be sdlowed 
to confess himsclf*previous to execution. A priest was sum¬ 
moned. The miserable Moxica, who had been sp arrogant in 
rebellion, lost all courage at the near approach of death. He 
delayed to confess, beginning, and pausing, and recommencing, 
and again hcsiUiting, as if he hoped, by whiling away time, to 
give a chance for rescue. Instead of confessing his^ own sins, 
he accused others of criminality who were known to be 
innocent; until Columbus, incensed this falsehood and 
treachery, and losing all patience in his mingled indignation 
and scorn, ordered the dastard wretch to be swung off from 
the battlements.* 

This sudden act of severity was promptly followed up. 
Several of the accomplices of Moxica were condemned to 
* Herrera, decad. i. lib. iv. cap. 5, 
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death, and thrown in irons to await their fate. Before the 
C50iispirators had time to recover from their’ astonisliiiK'iit, 
Pedro Requelme was taken, with several of his compeers, in 
^his ruffian den at Bonao, and conveyed to the fortress.of San 
Domingo, where was also confined the original mover of 
this second rebellion, Hernando de Guevara, the lover of the 
young Indian princess. These unexpected acts of rigour, 
I)roceeding from a quarter which had been long so lenient, 
had the desired effect. The conspirators fled for the most 
part to Xaragua, their old and favourite retreat. They were 
not suffered to congregate there again, and concert new sedi¬ 
tions. The Adelantado, seconded by Roldan, pursued them 
Avith his characteristic rapidity of movement and vigour of 
arm. It has been saido that he carried a priest with him, in 
order that, as he arrested delinquents, they might be confi'ssed 
and hanged upon the spot: but the more probable account is 
that he transmitted them prisoners to Sail Domingo. He had 
seventeen of then]|,at one time confined in one common dun¬ 
geon, awaiting their trial, while he continued in indefatigable 
pursuit of the remainder, * 

I'hese were prompt and sOA’cre measures; hut w'hen w’o 
consider how long Columbus had borne Avitli these men, how 
much he had ceded and sacrificed to them, how he had been 
interrupted in all his great undertakings, and the welfare of 
the colony destroyed by their contemptible and seditious 
brawls, how they had abused his lenity, defied his authority, 
and at length attempted his life,—we cannot wonder that ho 
shoulcf at last let fall the sword of justice, which he had 
hitherto held suspended* 

The pow» of faction was now completely sifbdued; and 
the good effects ©f the Amrious measures taken by Columbus 
since his last arrival for the benefit 5f ^he island began to 
{ippear. The Indians, seeing the incffieacy of resistance, 
submitted to the* yoke. Many gave signs of civilization, 
having in some instances adopted clothing and embraced 
Christianity. Assisted by their labours, the Spaniards hoav 
cultivated their lands diligently, and there was every appear¬ 
ance of settled and regular, prosperity. 

Columbus. considered all this happy change as brought 
about by the especial intervention of heaven. In a letter to 
Doha Juana de la Torre, a lady of distinction, aya or nurse of 
* Las Caaafl, Hist. Ind., i. 170, MS. Herrera, decad. i. ir. 7. 
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Prince Jnan, lie gives an instance of those visionary fancier 
to which he was subject in times of illness and anxiety. In 
the preceding winter, he says, about the festival of Christ¬ 
mas, when menaced bv Indian war and domestic rebellion, 
when distrustful of those around him, and apprehensive of 
disgrace at court, he sank for a time into complete despondency. 
In this hour of gloom, when abandoned to despair, he heai'd 
in the night a voice addressing him in words of comfort, “ Oh 
man of little faith ! why art thou cast down ? Fear nothing, 
I will provide for thee. The seven years of the term of gold 
are not expired ; in that, and in all other things, I will take 
care of thee.” 

The seven years’ term of gold here mentioned alludes to a 
vow made by Columbus on discoveiifig the New World, and 
recorded by him in a letter to the sovereigns, that within 
seven years he would furnish, from the profits of his disco¬ 
veries, fifty thousand foot and five thousand horse, for the 
deliverance of the holy sepulchre, and an additional force of 
like amount within five years afterwar^. 

The comforting assurance given him Dy the voice was cor¬ 
roborated, he says, that very day, by intelligence received of 
the discovery of a large tract of country rich in mines.* 
This imaginar)' promise of divine aid thus mysteriously given 
appeared to him at present in still greater progress of fulfil¬ 
ment. The troubles and dangers of the island had been suc¬ 
ceeded by tranquillity. He now anticipated the prosperous 
prosecution of his favourite enterprise, so long interyipted, 
—the exploring the regions of P^iria, and the establish 
ment of a fishery in the Gulf of Pearls. How illusive were 
his hopes ! At this moment events were maturing which were 
to overwhelm him wi^ distress, strip him df his honours, and 
render him compafatively a wreck for the remainder of his 
days! 

BOOK HIT. . 

CHAPTER I.—1.1500.] 

While Columbus was involved in a series of diffioulties in 
the factious island of Hispaniola, his enemies were but too 

* Letter of Columbus to the Nurse of Prince Juan, Hist de} Ak 
luironte, cap. 



HIS ENEMIES AT THE COURT. 


4S7 


buccessful in undermining his reputation in the court of 
Spain. The report brought by Ojeda of his anticipated dis¬ 
grace was not entirely unfounded; the event was considered 
near at hand, and every perfidious exertion was made to acce- 
* lerate it. Every vessel fi*om the New World came freighted 
with complaints, representing Columbus and his brothers as 
new men, unaccustomed to command, inflated by their sudden 
rise from obscurity; arrogant and insulting towards men of 
birth and lofty spirit: oppressive of the common people, and 
cruel in their treatment of the natives. The insidious and 
illiberal insinuation was continually urged, that they were 
foreigners, who could have no interest in the glory of Spain, 
or the prosperity of Spaniards; and, contemptible as this plea 
may seem, it had a powerful effect. Columbus was even 
accused of a design to cast off all allegiance to Spain, and 
cither make himself sovereign of the countries he had dis¬ 
covered, or yield them into the hands of some other power, a 
slander which, however extravagant, was calculated to startle 
the jealous mind of Ferdinand. 

It is true that by ^ery ship Columbus likewise sent borne 
statements, written with the frankness and energy of truth, 
setting forth the real cause and nature of the distractions of 
the island, and pointing out and imploring remedies, which, 
if properly applied, might have been efficacious. His letters, 
however, arriving at distant intcty^als, made but single and 
transient impressions on the royal mind, which w'ere speedily 
effaced by the influence of daily and active misrepresentation. 
His eflemies at court, having continual -access to the sovereigns, 
were enabled to place •everything urged against him in the 
strongest p«int of view, while they secretly neutralized the 
force of his vinjjications. They used a plausible logic to 
prove either bad management or bad ffii% on his part. There 
was an incessant drain upon the mother country for the sup¬ 
port of the colony. Was this compatible with the extravagant 
pictures he had drawn of the wealth of the island, and its 
golden mountains, ir. which he had pretended to find the 
Ophir of ancient days, the source of all the riches of Solomon ? 
They inferred that he bad either deceived th€ sovereigns by 
designing exaggerations, or grossly WTonged them by mai 
{iractiees, or was totally incapable of the duties of govern¬ 
ment. 

The disappointment of Ferdinand, in finding his newiy^* 
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discovered possessions a source of expense instead of profit, 
was known to press sorely on his mind. The wars, dictated 
by his ambition, had straitened his resources, and involved 
him in perplexities. He nad looked with confidence to the 
New World for relief, and for ample means to pursue his 
triumphs, and grew impatient at the repeated demands which 
it occasioned on his scanty treasury. For the purpose of 
irritating his feelings and heightening his resentment, every 
disappointed and repining man who returned from the colony 
W'as encouraged, by the hostile faction, to put in claims for pay 
withliold by Columbus, or losses sustained in his service. This 
was especially the case with the disorderly ruffians shipped off 
to free the island from sedition. Finding their way to the 
court at Granada, they followed the ki^^g when he rode out, 
filling the air with their complaints, and clamouring for their 
pay. At one time, about fifty of these vagabonds found their 
way into the inner court of the Alhambra, under the royal 
apartments, holding up bunches of grapes as the meagre diet 
left them by their poverty, and railing aloud at the deceits of 
Columbus, and the cruel neglect of gf)vernment. The two 
sons of Columbus, who were pages to the queen, happening 
to pass by, they followed them with imprecatioiis, exclaiming, 
“ There go the sons of the admiral, the whelps of him who 
discovered the land of vanity and delusion, the grave of 
Spanish hidalgos., 

The incessant repetition of falsehood will gradually wear 
its way into the most candid mind. Isabella herself began to 
entertain doubts respecting the conduct of Columbus. Where 
there was such universal and inccssafit complaint, it seemed 
reasonable t*) conclude that there must exist some fault. If 
Columbus and his brothers were upright, tl\py might be inju¬ 
dicious ; and, in gpvtrnment, mischief is oftener produccu 
through error of judgment, than iniquity of design. The 
letters written by Columbus himself presented a lamentable 
picture of the confusion of the island. Might not this arise 
from the weakness and incapacity of the«mlers ? Even grant¬ 
ing that the prevalent abuses arose in a great measure from 
the enmity of the people to the admiral and his brothers, and 
their prejudices against them as foreigners, was it safe to 
intrust so important and distant a command to persons so 
unpopular wi^ the community 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 85. 
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T1 leso considerations had much weight in the candid mind 
of Isabella, but they were all-powerful with the cautious and 
jealous Ferdinand. He bad neyer regarded Columbus with 
(.real cordiality ; and ever since he had ascertained the impor¬ 
tance of his discoveries, had regretted* the extensive powers 
vested in his hands. The excessive clamours which had 
arisen during the brief administration of the Adelantado, and 
the breaking out of the faction of Roldan, at length deter¬ 
mined the king to send out some person of consequence and 
ability, to investigate the affairs of the colony, and, if neces¬ 
sary for its safety, to take upon himself the command. This 
important and critical measure, it appears, had been decided 
upon, and the papers and powers actually drawn out, in the 
sjiring of 1499. It was not carried into effect,, however, 
until the following year. Various reasons have been assigned 
for this delay. The important services rendered by Columbus, 
in the discovery of Faria and the Pearl Islands, may have had 
some effect on the^oyal mind. The necessity of fitting out 
an armament just at that moment, to co-operate with the 
Venetians against the’^urks ; the menacing movements of tlie 
new king of France, Louis XII.; the rebellion of the Moors 
of tlie Alpiixarra mountains in the lately conquered kingdom 
of Granada ; all these have been alleged as reasons for post- 
])onmg a measui'e which called for much consideration, and 
might have important effects upon^Le newly-discovered pos¬ 
sessions.* The o most probable reason, however, was the 
strong disinclination of IsabelLa to take so harsh a step against 
a man'"for whom she qiitertained such ai'dcnt gratitude and 
high admiration. 

length'the arrival of the ships with the late followers of 
Roldan, according^to their capitulation,^brought matters to a 
crisis. It is true, that Ballester and Ihxrrnntes came in these 
ships, to place the affairs of the island in a proper light; but 
they brought out a host of witnesses in favour of Roldan, and 
letters written by himsfdf and his confederates, attributing all 
their late conduct to the tyrariuy of Columbus and his brothers. 
Unfortunately, the testimony of the rebels had the greatest 
weight with Ferdinand ; and there was a circumstance in the 
case which suspended for a time the friendship of Isabella, 
nitherto the greatest dcjiendence of CDlumbus. 

Having a maternal interest in the welfare of the natives, 
Mufiaz, Hist. N. Mundo, part unpublished. 
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the queen,had been repeatedly offended by what appeared to 
her pertinacity on the part of Columbus, in continuing to 
make slaves of those taken in warfare, in contradiction to her 
nown wishes. The same ships which brought home the 
companions of Roldan, brought likewise a great number of' 
slaves. Sopie, Columbus had been obliged to grant to these 
men by the articles of capitulation; others they had brought 
away clandestinely. Among them were several daughters of 
caciques, seduced away from their ftunilies and their native- 
island by these profligates. Some of these were in a state of 
pregnancy, others had new-born infants. The gifts and trans¬ 
fers of these unhappy beings were all ascribed to the will of 
Columbus, and represented to Isabella in the darkest colours. 
Her sensibility us a woman, and her ^gnity as a queen, were 
instantly in arms. “ What power,” exclaimed she, indig¬ 
nantly, “ has the admiral to give away my vassals ?”* Deter¬ 
mined, by one decided and peremptory act, to show her 
abhorrence of these outrages upon humanity, she ordered all 
the Indians to be restored to their couiitiy'and friends. Nay, 
more, her measure was retrospective, o She commanded that 
those formerly sent to Spain by the admiral, should be sought 
out, and sent back to Hispaniola. Unfortimately for Colum¬ 
bus, at this very juncture, in oiiC of his letters, he advised the 
continuance of Indian slavery for some time longer, as a mea¬ 
sure important lor the welfare of the colony. This contri¬ 
buted to heighten the iiMignation of Isabella, and induced her 
no longer to oppose the sending out of a conSmission to inves¬ 
tigate his conduct, and, if necessary, to supersede him in 
command. ^ ^ 

Ferdinand was exceedingly embarrassed in appointing this 
commission between his sense of what was due to the charactea 
and services of Columbus, and his anxiety to retract with 
delicacy the powers vested in him. A pretext at length was 
furnished by the recent request of the admiral tha^i a person 
of talents and probity, learned in the law, might be sent out 
to act as chief judge; and that an impartial umpire might be 
appointed, to decide in the affair between himself and Roldan. 
Ferdinand proposed to consult his wishes, but to unite those 
two officers in one; and as the person he appointed would 
have to decide in matters touching the highest functions of 
the admiral -and his brothers, he was empowered, should be 

* Lrj Gasas, lib. L 
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^nd them culpable, to supersede tbem in the government: a 
singular mode of iniiping partiality! 

The person chosen for this momentous and delicate office 
was Don Francisco de Bobadilla, an officer of the royal house- 
hald, and a commander of the military and religious order oi 
Calatrava. Oviedo pronounces him a very honest and religious 
man ;* but he is represented by others, and his actions corro¬ 
borate the description, as needy, passionate, and ambitious; 
three powerful objections to his exercising the rights of judi¬ 
cature in a case requiring the utmost patience, candour, and 
circumspection, and wherethe judge was to derive wealth and 
power from the conviction of one of the pai’ties. 

The authority vested in Bobadilla is defined in letters from 
the sovereigns still extqpt, and which deserve to be noticed 
chronologically: lor the royal intentions appear to have varied 
with times and circumstances. The first was dated on the 
21st of March, 1499, and mentions the complaint of the ad¬ 
miral, that an alcalde, and certain other persons, had risen in 
rebellion against ffim. “ Wherefore,” adds the letter, “we 
order you to inform yourself of the truth of the foregoing; to 
ascertain who and what persons they were who rose against 
the said admiral and our magistracy, and for what cause; and 
what robberies and other injuries they have committed; and 
furthermore, to extend your inquiries to all othei matters 
relating to the premises; and the information obtained, and 
the truth known^ whomsoever you find eulpable, arrest their 
persons, and sequestrate their effects; and thus taken, proceed 
against them and the absent, both civilly and criminally, and 
impose and infli^ sucM* fines and punishfiients as you may 
think fit.” To OTwy this into efliect, Bobadilla wa^uthoriEed, 
in case, oif neeessi^', to call in the assista:..oe of the admiral, 
and of all other persons in authority. • ^ ^ 

The powers here given are manifestly /directed merely 
against the rebels, and in consequence of the complaints oi 
Columbus. Another letter, dated on the 21st of May, two 
months subsequently, of quite different purport. It makes 
no mention of Columbus, but is addressed to the various 
functionaries and men of property of the islands and Terra 
Firma, informing them of the appointm,ent of Bobadilla to the 
government, with full civil and criminal jurisdiction. Among 
tlie powers specified, is the following:—“ It is our will, that 
* Oviedo, Croidoa, hb, iii, cap. 6. 
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if the said commander, Francisco de Bohadilla, shonld tbinh 
it necessary for onr service, and i&e purposes of justice, that 
any cavajieia, or other persons .who' are at present in those 
islands, or who may arrive there, should leaye .them, and not 
return and reside in them, and that they should come and pre¬ 
sent themselves before us, he command it in our name, 
and obHge l^em to depart; andfwhomsoever he thus com¬ 
mands, we hCTeby order, that immediately, without waiting to 
inquire or consult us, or to receive from us any other letter or 
command, and without interposing appeal or supplication, 
the^ obey whatever he shall say and order, under the penalties 
which he shall impose on our part," 8cc., &c. 

Another letter, dated likewise on the 21st of May, in which 
Columbus is styled simply “ admiral of the poean sea,” orders 
him and his brothers to surrender the fortress, ships, houses, 
arms, ammunition, cattle, and all other royal property, into 
the handssfcof Bohadilla, as governor, under penalty of incur¬ 
ring the punishments to which those subject themselves who 
refuse to surrender fortresses and other trusts^ when com¬ 
manded by their sovereigns. 

A fourth letter, dated on the 26tti of May, and addressed to 
Columbus, simply by the title of admiral, ip a mere letter of 
credence, ordering him to give faith and obedience to whatever 
Bohadilla should impart. '' 

The second and third of these letters were evidently provi¬ 
sional, and only to be produced, if, on examination, there 
should appear such delinquency on the part of Columbus and 
his brothers, as to^ warrant their being divested of coti^and. 

This heavy blow, as has been shown, remained suspended 
for a year*? yet, that it was whispered aboutj and trium¬ 
phantly anticipated by the enemies of Celumbus, is evident 
from the assertions* oi Ojeda, who sailed from Spain about the 
time of the signature of those letters, and had intimate com¬ 
munications with Bishop Fonseca, who was considered in- 
stnimental in producing this measure. T^e very license 
granted by the bishop to Ojeda to sail on a voyage of disco¬ 
very in contravention of the prerogatives of the sdmiral, has 
the air of being given on a presumption of his speedy down¬ 
fall; and the same presumption, as rm already been observed, 
must have encouraged Ojeda in his turbulent conduct at 
Xaxagua. 

At length the long^projected measure was carried into 
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effect. Bobadilla set sail for San Domingo about the middle 
of J uly, 1600, with tvr^ caraVels, in which were twenty-five 
men, enlisted for a yyar, to servo as^a kind of guard. There 
were six fiiars, likewise, who had charge of a number of 
Indians sent back to their country. Besides the letters patent, 
Bobadilla was authorized, by royal order, to ascertain and 
discharge all arrears of pay due to-persons in the service of 
the crown j and to oblige the admiral to pay what was due on 
his part, ** so that those people might receive what was owing 
to them, and there might be no more complaints.” In addi¬ 
tion to all these powers, Bobadilla was furnished with many 
blank letters, signed by the sovereigns, to be filled up by him 
in such manner, and.-^directed to such persons, as he might 
think advisable, in relation to the mission with which he was 
intrusted.^ 

CHAPTER II.—[1500.] 

CoLUMBTTs was Still at Fort Conception, regulating the 
affairs of the Vega% after the catastrophe of the sedition of 
Moxica; his brother tl^e Adelantudo, accompanied by Roldan, 
was pursuing and arresting the fugitive rebels in Xaragua; 
and Don Diego Columbus remained in temporary command 
at San Domingo. Faction had worn itself out; the insur¬ 
gents had brought down ruin upon themselves; and the 
island appeared delivered from the domination of violent and 
lawless men. • 

Such was the state, of public affairs, when, on the morning 
of the 2Srd of August, two caravels were descried off the 
harbour of San Domingip, about a league e»t; sea. They were 
standing off and on, waiting until the sea breeze, which 
generally prevails about ten o’clock, should parry them into 
port. Don Diego Columbus supposed tliem to be ships sent 
from Spain with supplies, and hoped to End on board his 
nephew Biego, whom the admiral had requested might be 
sent out to assist him in his various concerns. A canoe was 
immediately dispatched to obtain information; which, ap¬ 
proaching the caraveSs, inquired what news they brought, 
and whemer Diego, the son of the admiral, was on board. 
BobadiUa himseff replied from the principal vessel, |n* 
nouncing hmsdf as a commissioner sent out to investigate 
the late rebellion. The master of the caravel then inquired 
about the news of the island, and lyas informed of the recent 
* Herrera, decad. i lib. iv. cap. 7. 
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transacdotis. Seven of the rebels, he was told, had been 
hanged that week, iind five more were in the fbrti-ess of San 
Domingo, eondemned to suffer the same fate. Among these 
were Pedro RiqUelme and Fernando de Guevaia, the young 
cavalier whose passion for the daughter of Anacaona had 
been the ‘Original cause of the rebellion/ Further conversation 
passed, in the course of which, Bobadilla ascertained that the 
admirhl and the Adelantado were absent, and D<m Diego 
Columbus in command. 

When the canoe returned to the city, with the news that a 
commissioner had arrived to make inquisition into the late 
troubles, there was a great stir and agitation throughout the 
community. Knots of whisperers gathered at eveiy corner , 
those who were conscious of malpractices were fiUed with 
consternation; while those who had grievances, real or ima¬ 
ginary, to complain of, especially those whose pay was in 
arrear, appeared with joyful countenances.* 

As the vessels entered the river, Bobadilla beheld on either 
bank a gibbet with the body of a Spaniard hanging on it, 
apparently but lately executed. He considered these as con¬ 
clusive proofs of the alleged cruelty of Columbus. Many 
boats came off to the ship, every one being anxious to pay 
early court to this public censor. Bobadilla remained on 
board all day, in the course of which he collected much of 
the rumours of the place*; and as those who sought to secure 
his favour, were those who had most to feifr from his investi¬ 
gations, it is evident tliat the nature of the rumours must 
generally have keen unfavourableoto Columbus. In fact, 
before Boljadillii. landed, if not before he arriv^pd, the culpa¬ 
bility of the admiral was decided in his mind. 

The next morning he landed with all® his followers, and 
went to the chul^ch to attend mass, wherq he found Don 
Diego Columbus, Rodrigo Perez, the lieiitenant of the admiral, 
and other persons of note. Mass being ended, and those 
persons, with a multitude of the j)opul^ce, being assembled at 
the door of the phurch, Bobadilla ordered his letters patent to 
be reajdi authorizing him to investigate the relbeiliDn, seize the 
p^son6, pnd sequestrate the property of the deliaqliehts, and 
proceed A^nst them wdth the utmost rigour'of the law; 
commanding also the admiral, and all others in authority, to 
assist him in the discharge of his duties. The letter being 
* Las Casas, lib. i. cap. lea. Barrera, i. 11b. v. cap. d. 
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read, lie demanded of Don Diego and alcaldes, to surrender 
to him tile persons of ^Fernando Guevara, Pedro Requelme, 
and the other priscarers, with the depositions taking concern¬ 
ing them; and ooxleiped that the parties by whom they were 
accused, and those by whose command they had been taken, 
should appear before him. 

Don Diego replied, that the proceedings had emanated 
from the orders of the admiral, who held superior powers to 
any Bobadilla could possess, and without whose authority he 
could do nothing. He requested, at the same time, a copy of 
the letter patent, that he might send it to his brother, to 
whom alone the matter appertained. This Bobadilla refused, 
observing that, if Don Diego had power to do nothing, it was 
useless to give him a copy. lie added, that since the office 
and authority he had proclaimed appeared to have no weight, 
he would try what power and consequence there was in 
the name of governor; and would show them that he had 
command, not mesely over them, but over the admiral him¬ 
self. 

The little community remained in breathless suspense, 
awaiting the portentous movements of Bobadilla. The next 
morning he appeared at mass, resolved on assuming those 
powers which were only to have been produced after full 
investij^tion, and ample proof of the mal-couduct of Colum¬ 
bus. ,^^hen mass was over, and the eager populace had 
gatheited round the door of the church, Bobadilla^ in presence 
of Don Diego and Rodrigo Perez, ordered his, other royal 
patent to be read, inve|ting him with the-^ government of the 
islands, and of Terra Fu'ma. 

The pateiit being read, BobadiUa took the customary oath, 
and then claimed the obedience of ^on Diego, Rodrigo 
Perez, and all present, to this royal instrument; on the 
authority of, which he again demanded the prisoners confined 
in the fortress. In reply, they professed the utmost deference 
to the letter of the sovereigns, but again observ ed that they 
held the prisoners ifl obedience to the admiral, to whom the 
sovereigns had giwted letters of a higher nature. 

The self-importance of Bobadilla was incensed at tiiis non- 
compliance, especially as he saw it had some effect upon the 
populace, who appeared to doubt his authority. He now 
produced the third mandate of the crown, ordering Columbus 
and his brothers to deliver up all fortresses, ships, and other 
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royal propeiity. ' To wia the public completely to his side, he 
read the additional manoate issupd on ^Oth of May, 
of same year, ordering him to pay the aiaears of wages 
duetpQ^ persons in t^ royal service, and tO compel the. 
admiral to pay the Arrears of those to whom he was account¬ 
able. ^ ' 

Tliis last document was received with shouts by the mult^ 
tud^ many having long arrears due to them in consequence 
of the poverty of the treasury. Flushed with his growing 
importance, Bobadilla again demanded the prisoners, threaten¬ 
ing, if refused, to take them by force. Meeting with the 
same reply, he repaired to the fortress to execute his threats. 
This post was commanded by Miguel Diaz, the same Arrago- 
nian cavalier who had once taken refuge among the Indians 
on the banks of the Ozenia, won the affections of the female 
cacique Catalina, received from her information of the neigh¬ 
bouring gold mines, and induced his countrymen to remove 
to those parts. «> 

When Bobadilla came before the fortress, he found the 
gates closed, and the alcayde, Miguel ^Diaz, upon the battle¬ 
ments. He ordered his letters patent to be read with a loud 
voice, the signatures and seals to be held up to view, and then 
demanded the surrender of the prisoners. Diaz requested a 
copy of the letters; but this Bobadilla refused, alleging that 
there was no time for delay, the prisoners being under sen¬ 
tence of d^ath, and liable at any moment to be executed. He 
threatened at the same time, that if they were not givjpn up, 
he would proceed bp extremities, and Jpiaz should be answer- 
able for the consequences. The wary alcayde again required 
time to reply, and a copy of the letters; saying ihat be held 
the fortress for the ki^g, by the command m the admiral, his 
lord, who had gained these territories and islands, and that 
when the latter arrived, he should obey his orders.* 

The whole spirit of Bobadilla was roused Within him at the 
refusal of the alcayde. Assembling all the people he had 
brought from* Spain, together with tbrf sailors of the ships. 
Hid the rabble of the place, he exhorted them to. aid him in 
getting possession of the pri8onera,-but to Harminb one unless 
in case of n^aistance. The mob shouted assent^ for BobadBla 
was already the idol of the multitude. About .the hour of 
vespers, he set out at the head of this moiXey army, to sconn 
, * Los Casas, H'At. Ind. lib. t cap.l7d.. 
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& fortress destitute a garrison, and fonnidable only in name, 
being calculated to,wit]^tand only a naked and slightly-armed 
people. The aoco»^ of this transaction have something iu 
them bordering on* & ludicrous* and give it the air of absurd 
rhodomontade. Bobadilla assailed the portal urith great im- 
petuosity, the bdts and locks of which gave way at the 
first shock* and allowed him easy admission. In the mean¬ 
time, however,' his zealous myrmidons applied ladders to the 
walls, as if about to carry the place by assault, and to expe¬ 
rience ardesperate defence. The olcayde,' Miguel Diaz, and 
'Don Biego de Alvarado, alone appear^ on the battlements; 
they bad drawn swords, but oifer^ no resistance. Bobadilla 
entered the fortress in triumph, and without molestation. 
The prisoners were found in a chamber in irons. He ordered 
that they should be brought up to him to the top of the 
fortress, where, havii^ put a few questions to them, as a 
matter of form, he gave them in charge to an alguazil named 
Juan de Espinosa# 

Such was the arrogant and precipitate entrance into office 
of Francisco de Bob^mkla. He had reversed the order of his 
written instructions; having seized upon the government 
before he hod investigated the conduct of Columbus. He 
continued his career in the same spirit; acting as if the case 
had been prejudged in Spain, and he had been sent out merely 
to degrade the admiral from his erSploynicnts, not to ascertain 
the manner in wliieh he had fulfilled them. He took up his 
residence in the house of Columbus, seized upon his arms, 
gold, plate, jeii^ls, barees, together wijji his letters, and 
various manuscripts, both public and private, even to his 
most secret papers. He gave no account rf the dboperty thus 
seized; artd which he no doubt cohside^eJ already confiscated 
to the crown, excepting that he paid out of it the wages of 
those to 'W'hom the admiral was in arrears, f To increase his 
favour with, the people, he proclaimed, on the second day of 
his assumptkm of ppwei*, a general license for the term of 
twenty -years, ^ se^ for gold, paying merely one eleventh to 
govemmat^^ instead of a third as heretofore. At the same 
time, he spoke iU the most ^srespectful .and unqualified 
terms of Columba^ sa}dng that he was empowered to send 
him home In chains, and that neither he nor any of his 

• * Las OazaB,Ubiffdp. Herrera, ubi sup. 
f Hist del Alpiirante, cap SB. Lua Casas. Herrera, ubi ixtpi. 
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liuearo would ever,again be permitted to govern in the 
island.^ 

CHAPTER III.H'1500.] 

WflEH the tidings reached Columbns at Fort Conception 
of tbe high>-hluided proceed^gs of Bobadilla, he considered 
thi^ the unauthorized acts of some rash adventurer like 
Ojeda;’ Since govei^nment had apparently thrown open the, 
door to private enterprise, he might expect to h%ve his path 
continually crossed, and his jurisdiction infringed by bold 
intermeddlers, feighing or fancying themselves authorized to 
interfere in the affairs of the colony. Since the departure of 
Ojeda another squadron had touched upon the coast, and 
produced a transient alarm, being an 'expedition under one 
of the Pinzons, licensed by the sovere^ns to make discoveries. 
There had also been a rumour of another squadron hovering 
about the island, which proved, however, to be unfounded.f 

The conduct of Bobadilla bore all the appearance of a 
lawless usurpation of some intrudef* of the land. He had 
possessed himself forcibly of the fortre^, and consequently of 
the town. He had issued extravagant licenses injurious to 
the government, ap.d apparently intended only to make par¬ 
tisans among the people; and had threatened to throw Co¬ 
lumbus himself in irons. That this man could really be 
sanctioned by government in such intemperate measures, 
was reptignant to belief. ^ITie admirars consciousness of his 
cwn services, the repeated assurances he hadfreeeive^ of high 
consideration on the part of the sovereigns, and th» per¬ 
petual prerogatives panted to him xmder the^ hand and seal, 
with all the solemnity that a compact Qould ^possess, all 
forbade binf to consider the transactions at San Domingo 
otherwise than as outrages on his authority some daring 
or misguided indivifiud. 

To be nearer to San Domingo, and obtain more eoirect 
information, he proceeded to Bonoo, which wa^apw beginning 
to assume the appearance of a ^tdemept, seyefal Spaniards 
having erected houses therd; and oidtivated ihe adjacent 
country. He had scarcely rea^ched the |>kce, wh^ ^ alcaide, 
bearing 4^Staff‘ of office, arrived, arnved thet^ from San 
Domingo, pHKdaimmg the appointment of Bobadilla to the 
governmaat; and bearing copies of his letters patent. There 
was no especial letter or message sent to tiie admiral, nor 

* Lettex of Colombos to the Nurse of Prinoe Juan.^ f Idexiu 
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were any of the common forms of courtesy and ceremonv 
observed in''superseding bim in the command ; all the pro¬ 
ceedings of BobadiUa tcfWards him were abrupt and insulting. 

Columbus was exceedingly embarrassed how to act. It 
^was evident that Bobadilla was intrusted with extensive 
powers by the sovereigns^ but that they,could have exercised 
such a sudden, unmerited, and apparently capricious act of 
severity, as that of divesting him of all his commands, he 
could not believe. He endeavoured to persuade himself that 
Bobadilla was some person sent out to exercise the functions 
of chief judge, according to the request he had written home 
to the soverei^s,' and that they had mtrusted him likewise 
with the provisional powers to make an inquest into the lute 
troubles of the island. . All beyond these powers he tried to 
believe were mere assumptions and exaggerations of authority, 
as m the case of Aguado. At all events, he was determined 
to act upon such presumption, and to endeavour to gain time. 
If the monarchs Ijad really taken any harsh measures with 
respect to him, it must have been in consequence of misre¬ 
presentations. The loast delay might give them an oppor¬ 
tunity of ascertaining their eiyor, and making the necessary 
amends. 

He wrote to Bobs^^illa, therefore, in- guarded terms, wel¬ 
coming him to the island; cautioning him Against precipitate 
measures, especi^ly in granting.^licenses to coUeet gold; 
informing him ijiat he was on the point of going to Spain, 
and in a httile time would Leave him in command, with every¬ 
thing fully and clcarlv explained. He _j.vrote at the same 
time to the like purpon to certain monks who had come out 
with BobadiMa, though he observes that ,+hese letters were 
only written to gain time.* He received no replies; but, 
. while an insulting silence was observed V'wards him, Boba¬ 
dilla filled up several of the blank letters, of which he had 
a number signed by the sovereigns, and sent tliem to Roldan 
and other, of the admiral's enemies, the very men whom he 
had been sent out to«^judge. These letters were Ml of civi¬ 
lities and promises of favour.'!; 

To prevent Any n^cMef wHeh imght arise from the 
licenses and indulgences so prodigiilly. granted by Bobadilla, 
Columbus published by word and fetter, that the powers 
assumed by him could not be valid, nor his licenses availing, 
** Letter of Columbus to tbs Hures'^of Prince Juan. t Idem, 1. lib. 
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as 'he hiniseU held stqjerior powers ^auted to him in perpe¬ 
tuity^ by the crown, which could no more be ^Mrseded in 
this iiMt^c^ than ^ey had been in that of 

For ^me time Columbus tnmained in tins ,an^ous and 
perplexed state of mind, uncertain what line of , conduct to 
pursue in so singrdar and unlooked-for a conjuncture. He 
was soon brought to a decision. Francisco Velasquez, deputy 
treasurer, and Juan de Trasieira, a Franciscan friar, arrived 
at Bonao, and delivered to him the royal letter of credence 
signed by the sovereigns on the 26th of May, 14^9, com¬ 
manding him to give implicit faith and obedience to Bobadilla; 
and they delivered, at the same time, a'summons from the 
latter to appear immediately before him. 

• This laconic letter from the sovereigns struck at once at 

tlie root of all his dignity and power. He no longer made 
hesitation or demur, but complying with ,the peremptory 
summons of Bobaddla, departed almost alone and unattended 
for San Domingo.* , ^ 

CHAPTER IV.—[i500.] 

The tidings that a new governor %ad arrived, and that 
Columbus was in disgrace, and to be sent heme in chains, 
circulated rapidly through the Vega, and the colonists has¬ 
tened from all wts to San Domingo to make interest with 
Bobadilla. It wis soon perceived that there was no surer 
way than that of vilifying his predecessor. Bobadilla felt 
that he had taken a rash step in seizing upoi^the government, 
and that his own safety required the conviction of Columbus. 
He listened eagcr]|’', therefore, to al^ accusations, public or 
private; and welcome was he who could brin^ any charge, 
however extravagsmt, against the admiraWnd hiS brothers. 

Hearing that tho ^dmiral was on his way to the city, ho 
made a busde of pfeparation, and armed the troops, affectiiig 
to believe a rumour, lhat Columbus bed called upon the 
caciques of the Vega to aid him with their subjects in a 
resistance to the commands of government No. grounds 
appear fta* this absurd report, which ptobebly-mvented 
to give, a ^colouring of precaution to siibsequm^t measures ot 
violence and insult The adiniml''s Inrcsiher, Diego, was 
seized, in irons, and confined on booafd of a cajravel, 

without any reason being assigned for his imprisonment. 

In the meantime Columbus pursued his jommey to San 

* Horrera, daijud. i. Mb. iv. cap. 0. Letter to the K uxse of Priace Juau. 
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Domiugo, trayelling in a lonely manner, without guaids or 
retinue. Most of his i#ople were with the Adelantado, and 
he had declin^ be^ attended by the remainder. He had 
heard of the rmdomfs of the hostile intentions of Bobadilla; 
and although he Itnew that yiolehce was threatened to his 
person, he 6ame in this unpi^nding manner, to manifest his 
pacific feelr^, and to remove all suspicion.* 

No Sooner did Bobadilla hear of his arrival, than he gave 
orders to pht him in irons, and confine him in the fortress 
This outrage to a person of such dignified and venerable 
appearance, and such eminent merit, seemed, for tlie time, to 
shock even his enemies. When the irons were brought, 
every one present shrank from the task of putting them on 
him, either from a sentiment of compassion at so great a 
reverse of fortune, or out of habitual reverence for his person. 
To fill the measure of ingratitude meted out to him, it was 
one of his, own domestics, “ a graceless and shameless cook,” 
says Las Casas, who, with' unwashed front, riveted the 
fetters with as much readiness and alacrity, as though he 
w'ere serving him with choice and savoury viands. I knew 
the fellow,” adds the venerable historian, “ and I think his 
name was Espinosa,” f , 

Columbus conducted himself with characteristic magnani¬ 
mity under the injuries heaped upon him. There is a noble 
scorn which swells «and supports tlio heart, and silences the 
tongue of the tr%ly great, when enduring the insults of the 
unworthy. Columbus could not stoop to deprecate the ar¬ 
rogance of a weak and wolent man like Bobi^diUa. He looked 
beyond this ^shallow agent, and all his petty tyranny, to the 
sovereigns who had employed him. Theh injustice or ingra¬ 
titude adone cOulfi wound his spirit; amd he felt assured that 
when the tpith came to be known, they would blush to find 
how greatly they had wronged him. With this proud as¬ 
surance, he,bore aH present indignities in silence. 

Bobadilla, althou^ he had the admiral and Don Diego in 
bis power, mid bad secured the renaLpopulace, felt anxious 
and m at ease* The Adelantado, witji an armed force under 
his command, was etiU in the distant province of Xaragua, in 
pursuit ctf tiie rebels. ICnowing his Soldier-like and deter¬ 
mined'spiHt, be feared he might take some violent measure 
when he ^ould hear of the ignominious treatment auc 

• Las Casas, Hist.lib. cap. 130. f Idem, lib. i. cap. 180. 
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imprisonment of bis brothers. He doubted whether any 
order from himself would have any eifect, except to exaspe¬ 
rate the stem^ Don' Bartholomew. He sent a d^aiand, there¬ 
fore, to Columbus, to write to his brother, requesting him to ^ 
repair peaceably to San Domingo, and formdding him to 
execute the persons he held in confinement: Columb^ readily' 
complied. He exhorted his brother to submit quietly to the 
authority of his sovereigns, and to endure all present wrongs 
and indignities, under the confidence that when they arrived 
at Castile, eveiything would be explained and redressed.'*^ 

On receiving this letter, Don Bartholomew immediately 
complied. Helinquisbing bis command, he hastened peace¬ 
fully to San Domingo, and on arriving experienced the same 
treatment with his brothers, being put in irons and confined 
on board of a caravel. They were kept separate from each 
other, and no communication permitted between them. 
Bobadilla did not see them himself, nor did he allow others 
to visit them; but kept them in ignorandte of the cause of 
their imprisonment, the crimes with wlpch they were charged, 
and the process that was going on against them.f 

* Peter Martyr mentions a vulgar rumour of the day, that the ad¬ 
miral, not knowing what might happen, wrote a letter in cypher to the 
Adelantado, urging him to come with arms in his hands to prevent any 
violence that might be contrived against him; that the Adelantado 
advanced, in ctfect, with his amed force, but haying the imprudence to 
proceed some distance ahead of it, was surprised by the Governor, 
before his men could come to his succour, and that xhe letter in cypher 
had been sent to Spain. This must have been one of the groundless 
inimours of the day, ciieulated to prejudice the public mind. Nothing 
of the kind appears among the charges in the inquest made by Boba¬ 
dilla, and which was seen, and extracts made from it, by*La8 Casas, for 
his history. It is, in fact, in total contmdictlon the statements of 
Las Casas, Herrera, and i^mando Columbus. 

f Charlevoix, in hi# History of San Domingo (lib. iii. p. 199) states, 
that the suit against Columbus was conducted In writing; that written 
charges were sent to him, to which he replied in the same way. This 
is contrary to the statements of Laa' Casae^ Herreti^ and lemando 
Columbus. The admiral himself, in his letter 4o the Nurse of Prince 
vt uan, after relating the manner in which he and his brothers had been 
thrown inte irons, and confined separately, witboat being visited by 
Bobadilla, or permitted to see any other persons, expr^y adds, 1 
make oath teat I do not know for what I am unprisohs^” Again, in 
a letter written'some time afterwards from Jamaica, he sajSj ‘‘I 
taken and thro^ with two of my brothers in a teip, loddad with irons, 
with little clothing and saueh ill-treatment, witeout being summoned’ or 
convicted by justice.” 
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It has been questioned whether Bobadilla really had autho¬ 
rity for the arrest and imprisonment of the admiral and his 
brotners;^ and whethfe such violence and indignity was in 
any case contemplated by, the sovereigns. He may have fan¬ 
cied himself empowered by the clause in the letter of instruc¬ 
tions, dated March 21st, 1499, in which, speaking of the 
rebellion of Roldan, “he is authorized to seize the persons, and 
sequestrate the property of those who appeared to be culpable, 
and then to proceed against them and against the absent, with 
the highest civil and criminal penalties.” This evidently had 
reference to the persons of Roldan and his followers, who 
were then in arms, and against whom Columbus had sent 
homei' complaints; and this, by a violent construction, Boba¬ 
dilla seems to have wr»sted into an authority for seizing the 
person of the admiral himself. In fact, in the whole course 
of his proceedings, he reversed and confounded the order of 
his instructions. His first step should have been to proceed 
against the. rebe]g; this he made the last. His last step 
should have been, in case of anple evidence against the 
admiral, to have supef seded him in office; and this he made 
the first, without waiting for evidence. Having predeter¬ 
mined, fix)m the very outset, that Columbus was in the wrong, 
by the same mle he had to presume that all the opposite par¬ 
ties were in the right. It became indispensable to his own 
justification to inculpate the adroiiral and his brothers; and 
the rebels he had been sent to judge became, by this singular 
perversion of rule, necessary and cherished evidences, to cri- 
minafe those against whom they had reb(;lled. 

The intentions of the crown, however, are not to be vindi¬ 
cated at th^ expense of its miserable agent If proper respect 
had been felt fo‘r>the rights and dignities of Columbus, Boba¬ 
dilla would never have been intrusted wi^-h powers so exten¬ 
sive, undefined, and discretionary; nor woiild he have dared 
to proceed to such lengths, with such rudeness and precipita¬ 
tion, had he not felt ^sured that it would not be displeasing 
to the jealouS' minded Ferdinand. 

The old scenes of the time of Aguado were now renewed 
with tenfold virulehce, and -the old charges revived, with 
others still more extravagant. From the early and never-to- 
be-forgotten outrage upon Castilian pride, of compellmg 
hidalgos, in time of emergmicy, to labour in the construction 

• Herrera, decad. i. lib. iv. cap. 10. OviSdo, Cronica, lib. iii. cap. fi. 
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of works necessary to the public safety, down to the rocciit 
charge of levying war against the government, there was not 
a hai'dship, abuse, nor sedition in the island, that was not 
imputed to the misdeeds of Columbus and his brothers. Be- ^ 
sides the usual accusations of indicting oppressive labour, 
unnecessary tasks, painful restrictions, short ailowances of 
food, and cruel punishments upon the Spaniards, and waging 
unjust wars against the natives, they were now charged with 
preventing the conversion of the latter, toat they might send 
them slaves to Spain, and profit by their sale. iTiis last 
charge, so contrary to the pious feelings of the admiral, was 
founded on his having objected to the baptism of certain In¬ 
dians of mature age, until they could be instructed in the 
doctrines of Christianity; justly considering it an abuse of 
that holy sacrament to administer it thus blmdlyj*^ 

Columbus was charged, also, with having secreted pearls, 
and other precious articles, collected in his voyage along the 
coast of Paria, and with keeping the sovereigns in ignorance 
of the nature of his discoveries there, in order to exact new 
privileges from them; yet it was notdSrious that he had sent 
liorae specimens of the pearls, and journals and charts of his 
voyage, by which others had been enabled to pursue his 
track. 

Piven the late tumults, now that the rebels were admitted 
as evidence, were all turned into matters of accusation. They 
were represented as spirited and loyal resistsfices to tyranny 
exercised upon the colonists and the natives. The^,well- 

merited punishments inflicted upon ce^^ain of the ringleaders, 
were cited as proofs of a cruel and revengeful disposition, 
and a secret hatred of Spaniards. BobadiUa believed, or 
affected to believe, all^these charges. He had, in a manner, 
made the rebels his confederates in the ruin of Columbus. 
It was become a common cause with them. He could no 
longer, therefore, conduct himself towards them as a judge. 
Guevara, Requelme, and their fellow-convicts, were dis¬ 
charged almost without the form of a tti^, audit is even said 
w'ete received into ^our and countenance. Boldan, from 
the very first, had b^n treated with confidence by BobadiUa, 
and honoured with his correspondence. * All the others, 
whose conduct had rendered them liable to justice^ received 
either a spedal acquittal or a general pardon. It was enough 
* Moilcs, Hist. N. Mimdo, part unpubltehed. 
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to have been opposed in any -wny to Columbus, to obtain full 
justification, in the eyes of Bobadilla. 

The latter had Collected a weight of testimony, and 
produced a crowd witnesses, sufficient, as he conceived, to 
'insure condemnation of the prisoners, and his own conti< 
nuance in command. He determined, therefore, to send the 
admiral and his brothers home in chains, in the vessels ready 
for sea, transmitting at the same time the inquest taken in 
their case, ar^d writing private letters, enforcing the charges 
made against them, and advising that Columbus should on no 
account be restored to the command, which he had so shame¬ 
fully abused. 

San Domingo npw swarmed with miscreants just delivered 
from the dungeon and tljc gibbet. It was a perfect jubilee of 
triumphant villany and dastard malice. Every base spirit, 
which had been awed into obsequiousness by Columbus and 
his brothers when in power, now started up to revenge itself 
upon them when in chains. The most injurious slanders were 
loudly proclaimed* in the streets; insulting pasquinades and 
inflammatory libels ware posted up at every comer; and 
horns Wete blown ^ in the neighbourhood of their prisons, to 
taunt them with the exultings of the rabble.* When these 
rejoicings of his enemies reached him in his dungeon, and 
Columbus reflected on the inconsiderate violence already 
exhibited by Bobadilla, he knew ncirf; how far his rashness and 
confidence might carry him, and began to enterAin appre¬ 
hensions for his ujTe. 

The •vessels being ready to make sail, ^Alonzo de Villejo 
was appointed to take Siarge of the prisoners, and cany them 
to Spain. This officer had been brought jip by mn uncle of 
Fonseca, was in |he employ of that birhop, and had come 
out with Bohadilla. Thelatter instructed hiin, on arriving at 
Cadiz, to deliver his prisoners intp the hands of Fonseca, or 
of his uncle, thinking thereby to give the malignant prelate 
a triumphant gratification. This circumstance gave weight 
with niany to ffie repi>rt that Bebadilla was secreuy instigated 
aud encQuraged in ms violent measures, by Fonseca, ajid was 
promised his proteotion and influence at court, in case of any 
complaints of his oonduct.f - 

Villejo undertook the office assimed him, but he discharged 
it in a iuu»n generous manner mantras intended. This 
* Hist, del Auuirmte, c. 86. t Dis Caras, lib. i. c, 180^ MS. 
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Alonzo de Villejo,” says the worthy Las Casas, “was a liidalgc 
of liouourable character, and my particular friend.” He cer¬ 
tainly showed himself superior to the low malignity of his 
patrons. When he arrived with a guard to conauct the ad¬ 
miral from the prison to the ship, he found him, in chains in 
a state of silent despondency. So violently had he been 
treated, and so savage were the passions let loose against 
him, that he feared he should be sacrificed without an oppor¬ 
tunity of being heard, and his name go down sullied and 
dishonoured to posterity. When he beheld the officer enter 
with the guard, he tliought it was to conduct him to the scaf¬ 
fold. “Villejo,” said he, moumfulljl', “whither are you 
taking me ?” “ To the ship, your Excellency, to embark,” 

replied the other. “To embark!” repeated the. admiral, 
earnestly; “Villejo! do you speak^the truth?” “By the 
life of your Excellency,” replied the honest officer, “it is 
true!” With these words the admiral was comforted, and 
felt as one restored from death to life. Nothing' can be more 
touching and expressive than this little coftoquy, recorded by 
the venerable Las Casas, who doubtless had it from the lips 
of his friend Villejo. 

The caravels set sail early in October, bearing off Columbus 
shackled like the vilest of culprits, amidst the scoffs and 
shouts of a miscreant rabble, who took a brutal joy in heaping 
insults on his venerable head, and sent curses after him from 
the shore%of the island he had so recently added to the civi¬ 
lized world. Fortunately the voyage was ffivourable, and of 
but moderate duration, and was rendered less disagf*-eeable 
by the conduct of ''those to whom hQr-’was given in custody. 
The worthy Villejo, though in the service of Fonseca, felt 
deeply moved at the treatment of Columbus. I'he master of 
the caravel, Andi-eastMartin, was equally Sieved; they both 
treated the admirjfi with profound respect and assiduous at¬ 
tention. They would have taken off his irons, but to this he 
would not consent. “ No,” said he, proudly, “ their majesties 
commanded me by letter to submit tp whatever^ Bobadilla 
should order in their name; by their authority he has put 
upon me Ihese chains, I will wear them.,until they shall order 
them to be taken off, and I will preserve them afterwards as 
relics and memorials of the ilwara ot my services.”* 

“ He did so,” adds l^s son Fernando; “ X saw them always 
* Ias Casai^ Hist. Ind., lib. i. cap. 180 , H3 
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hanging in his cabinet, and he requested that ■when he died 
they might be buried wi^ him !”* 


BOOK XIV. 

CHAPTEB I.—[ISOO.] 

IKE arrival of Columbus at Cadiz, a prisoner and in 
chains, produced almost as great a sensation as his triumphant 
n'turn from his first voyage. It was one of those striking and 
obvious facts, which speak to the feelings of the multitude, 
and preclude the necessity of reflection. No one stopped to 
inquire into the case. It was sufficient to be told that Co¬ 
lumbus was brought home in irons from the world he had 
discovered. There was, a general burst of indignation in 
Cadiz, and in the powerful and opulent Seville, which was 
echoed throughout all Spain. If the ruin of Columbus had 
been the intention of his enemies, they had defeated tlieir 
object by their owij^ violence. One of those reactions took 
])laee, so frequent m the public mind when persecution is 
pushed to an unguardeck length. Those of the populace who 
had recently been loud in their clamour against Columbus, were 
now as loud in their reprobation of his treatment, ;and a strong 
sympathy was expressed, against which it would have been 
odious for the government to contend. 

The tidings of his arrival, and of* the ignominious manner 
in w'hich he had been brought, reached the court at Granada, 
and filled the hails of the Alhambra with mprmurs of as- 
tonishiiient. Columbus.^ full of his wrongs ^ but ignorant how 
far they had been authorized by the sovereigns, had forborne 
to write to tli^m. In the course of his voyage, however, he 
liad penned a longjlettcr to Dona Juana de la Torre, the aya 
of Prince Juan, a lady high in favour Queen Isabella. 
This letter, on his arrival at Cadiz, Andreas Martin, the cap¬ 
tain of the caravel, permitted him to send off privately by 
express. It arrived, therefore, before the protocol of the pro¬ 
ceedings instituted by Bobadilla, and from this document the 
sovereigns derived their first intimation of his treatment.f 
It contained a statement of the late transactions of the island, 
and of the wrongs he had suffered, written with his usual 
artlessness and energy. To specify the contents, w'ould be 
but to recapitulate circumstances already recorded. Some 

* Hint, del Almirante, e. 86. f Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i. c. 182, 
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(“xpressions, however, which burst from him in the warmth of 
his feelings, are worthy of being n^ted. “ The slanders t)f 
worthless men,” says he, “ have done me more injury than all 
my services have profited me.” Speaking of the misrejne- 
sentations to which he was subjected, he observes: “ Such is 
the evil name which I have acquired, that if I were to build 
hospitals and churches, they would be called dens of robbers. ' 
After relating in indignant terms the conduct of Bobadilla, in 
seeking testimony respecting his administration from the very 
men who had rebelled against him, and throwing himself and 
his brothers in irons, wijhout letting them know the oficnec'M 
with which they were charged, “ I have been much aggrieved, ’ 
he adds, “ in that a person should be sent out to mvestigat(3 
my conduct, who knew that if the <svidence which he could 
send home should appear to be of a serious nature, he would 
remain in the government.” He complains that, in forming 
an opinion of his administration, allowances had not been 
made for the extraordinary difficulties with which he had to 
contend, and the wild state of the country over which he had 
to rule. “ I was judged,” he observes, ” as a governor who 
had been sent to take charge of a well-regulated city, under 
the dominion of well-established laws, where there was no 
da nger of everything running to disorder and ruin; but 1 
ought to be judged as a captain, sent to subdue a numerous 
and hostile people, of manners and religion opposite to ours, 
living not in regular towns, but in forests ^d mountains. It 
ought to be considered that I have brought all these undc-r 
subjection to their majesties, givin|j^ them dominion o\ei 
another world, by which Spain, heretofore poor, has suddenly 
become ridh. "V^atever errors I may have fa’llen into, they 
were not with an evil intention ; and I believe their majesti<*.s 
will credit what If"say. 1 have known them to be merciful to 
those who have wilfully done them disservice; I am con¬ 
vinced that they will have still more indulgence for me, who 
have eiTed innocently, or by compulsion, as they will here¬ 
after be more fully informed; and I ti^st they will consider 
my great services, the advantages of which are every day 
more and more apparent.” 

When this letter was read to the noble-minded Isabella, 
and she found how grossly Columbus had been wronged rmd 
the royal authority abused, her heart was filled with mingled 
sympathy and indignation. The tidings were confirmed by a 
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u tter from the alcayde or corregidor of Cadiz, into whose 
hands Columbus and hft brothers had been delivered, until 
the pleasure of the sovereigns should be known;* and by 
unotlior letter from Alonzo de Villejo, expressed in terms ac¬ 
cordant with his humane and honourable conduct towards his 
illustrious prisoner. 

However Ferdinand might have secretly felt disposed 
against Columbus, the momentary tide of public feeling was 
not to be resisted. He joined with his generous queen in 
iier reprobation of the treatment of the admiral, and both 
sovereigns hastened to give evidence to tlic M'orld, tliat his 
imprisonment had been without their authority, and contrary 
to their wishes. Without waiting to receive any documents 
that might arrive from Bobadilla, they sent orders to Cadiz 
that the prisoners should be instantly set at liberty, and 
treated with all distinction. They wrote a letter to Colum¬ 
bus, couched in terms of gratitude and affection, expressing 
their grief at all ttiat he had suffered, and inviting him to 
court. They ordered, at,, the same time, that two thousand 
ducats should be advanced to defray his expenscs-j 

The loyal heart of Columbus was again cheered by this de¬ 
claration of his sovereigns. He felt conscious of his integ¬ 
rity, and anticipated an immediate restitution of all his rights 
and dignities. He appeared at courUin Granada on the 17th 
of December, not as a man ruined and disgraced, but richly 
dressed, and attended by an honourable retinue. He was 
received ^by the sovereigns with unqualifi<?d favour and dis¬ 
tinction. When the queen beheld this venerable man ap¬ 
proach, and thought on all he had deserved and aft he had 
suffered, she was moved to tears. Columbus had borne up 
firmly against the rude conflicts of the ^wld,—he had en¬ 
dured with lofty scorn the injuries and insults of ignoble 
men ; but he possessed strong and quick sensibility. When 
he found himself thus kindly received by his sovereigns, and 
beheld tears in the binign eyes of Isabella, his long-sup¬ 
pressed feelings burst forth: hei threw himself on his knees, 
and for some time could nor after a word for the violence of 
his tears and sobbings.J 

* Oviedo, CronicU, iib. lii. cap. 6, 

t Las Casas, lib. i. cap. 182. Two thousand ducats, or two thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six dollars, equivalent to eight thousand five 
Hundred and thirty eight dollars of the present day. 

t Herrera, decad. i. lib. iv. cap. 10. 
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Ferdinand and Isabella raised him from the ground, and 
endeavoured to encourage him by tlje most gracious expres¬ 
sions. As soon as he regained self-possession, he entered 
into an eloquent and high-minded vindication of hie loyalty, 
and the iseal he had ever felt for the glory and advantage of 
the Spanish crown, declaring that if at any time he had erred, 
it had been through inexperience in government, and tlic ex¬ 
traordinary difficulties by which he had been surroimded. 

There needed no vindication on his part. The intemperance 
of his enemies had been his best advocate. He stood in pre¬ 
sence of his sovereigns a deeply-injured man, and it remained 
for them to vindicate themselves to the world from the charge 
of ingratitude towards their most deserving subject. They ex¬ 
pressed their indignation at the proceedings of BobadiUa, which 
they disavowed, as contrary to their instructions, and declared 
that he should be immediately dismissed from his command. 

In fact, no public notice was taken of the charges sent 
home by BobadiUa, nor of the letters wicitten in support of 
them. The sovereigns took every occasion to treat Columbus 
with favour and distinction, assuring him that his grievances 
should be redressed, his property restored, and he reinstated 
in all his privileges and dignities. 

It was on the latter point that Columbus was chiefly soli¬ 
citous. Mercenary considerations had scarcely any weight 
in his mind. Glory had been the gi-eat object of his ambi¬ 
tion, and he felt that, as long as he remaiped suspended from 
his employment, a tacit censure rested on his name. IJc ex¬ 
pected, therefore? that the moment#i-'.he sovereigns s^lOuld be 
satisfied of the rectitude of his conduct, they would be eager 
to make him amends; that a restitution of ' his viceroyalty 
would immediately,take place, and he should return in tri¬ 
umph to San Domingo. Here, however, he was doomed to 
experience a disappointment which threw a gloom over the 
remainder of his days. To accoimt for this flagrant want of 
justice and gratitude in the crown, it is expedient to notice a 
variety of events which had materialfy affected the interests 
of Columbus in the eyes of the politic Ferdinand. 

CHAPTER 11. 

The general license granted by the Spanish sovereigns in 
1495, to undertake voyages of discovery, had given rise to 
various expeditions by enterprising individuals, chiefly persons 
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who had sailed with Columbus in his first voyages. The 
government, unable to fit out many armaments itself, was 
pleased to have its territories thus extended, free of cost, and 
its treasury at the same time benefited by the share of the 
proceeds of these voyages, reserved as a land of duty to the 
crown. These expeditions had chiefly taken place while 
Columbus was in partial disgrace with the sovereigns. His 
own charts and journal served as guides to the adventurers; 
and his magnificent accounts of Paria and the adjacent coasts 
had chiefly excited their cupidity. 

Beside the expedition of Ojeda, already noticed, in the 
course of which he touched at Xaragua, one had been under¬ 
taken at the same time by Pedro Alonzo NifSo, native of 
Moguer, an able pilot, w ho had been with Columbus in the 
voyages to Cuba and Paria. Having obtained a license, he 
interested a rich merchant of Seville in the undertaking, 
who fitted out a caravel of fifty tons burden, under condition 
that his brother Qhristoval Guevra should have the command. 
They sailed from the bar of SoUes, a few days after Ojeda 
had sailed from Cadiz, m the spring of 1499, and aniving on 
the coast of Terra Fiima, to the south of Paria, ran along it 
for some distance, passed through the Gulf, and thence went 
one hundred and thirty leag-ues along the shore of the present 
republic of Columbia, visiting what was afterwards called the 
Pearl Coast. They landed in vAions places; disposed of 
their European trifles to immense profit, and returned with a 
large store of gold and pearls; having made, in their diminu¬ 
tive bark, one of the ?st extensive and h crative voyages yet 
accomplished. 

About the same time, the Pinzons, thpt family *of bold and 
opulent navigator^, fitted out an armamjjnt of four caravels at 
Palos, manned in a great measure by theit own relations and 
iriends. Several experienced pilots embarked in it who had 
been with Columbus to Paria, and it was commanded by 
Vicente Yanes Pinzon, who had been captain of a caravel in 
the squadron of the Sdmiral on his first voyage. 

Pinzon was a hardy and experienced seaman, and did not, 
like the others, follow closely in the track of Columbus. 
Sailing in December, 1499, he passed the Canary and Cape 
de Verde Islands, standing south-west until he lost sight of 
tlie polar star: Here he encountered a terrible storm, and 
was exceedingly perplexed and confounded by the ucw aspect 



462 


LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. 


of the heavens. Nothing was yet known of the southern 
hemisphere, nor of the beautiful constellation of the cross, 
which in those regions has since supplied to mariners the 
place of the north star, The voyagers had expected to find 
at the south pole a star correspondent to that of the nortli. 
They were dismayed at beholding no guide of the kind, and 
thought there must be some prominent swelling of the eajlli, 
which hid the pole fi'om their view.* 

Pinzon continued on, however, with great intrepidity. On 
the 26th of January, 1500, he saw, at a distance, a great head¬ 
land, which he called Cape Santa Maria de la Consolacion, 
but which has since been named Cape St. Augustine, lie 
landed and took possession of the country in the name of their 
Catholic majesties; being a part of tj^c territories since calli'd 
the Brazils. Standing thence westward, he discovered the 
Maragnon, since called the River of the Amazons ; traversed 
the Gulf of Paria, and continued across the Caribbean Sea and 
the Gulf of Mexico, until he found himself among tlie 
Bahamas, where he lost two of his vessels bn the rocks, near 
the island of Jumeto. He returned fto Palos in Septcinbei-, 
having added to his former glory that of being the first 
European who had crossed the equinoctial line in the western 
ocean, and of having discovered the famous kingdom of 
Brazil, firom its commencement at the River Maragnon to its 
most eastern point. As reward for his achievements, pov'er 
was granted to him to colonize and govern the lands wdiieh 
he had discovered, and which extended iSbuthward from a 
little beyond the River of Maragnon to^Cape St.‘AugutSiine. ] 

The little port of Palos, which had^oeen so slow in furnish¬ 
ing the fii^t squadron for Columbus, viras now continually 
agitated by the passion for discovery. Shqjtly after the sail - 
ing of Pinzon, anpther expedition was fitted out there, by 
Diego Lepe, a native of the place, and manned by his adven¬ 
turous townsmen. He sailed in the same direction with 
Pinzon; but discovered more of the southern continent than 
any other voyager of the day, or foi»' twelve years aft(jr- 
wards. He doubled Cape St. Augustine, and ascertained 
that the coast beyond ran tb the south-west. He landed ana 
performed the usual ceremonies of taking possessiop in the 
name of the Spanish sovereigns, and in one place carved their 

• P. Martyr, decad. i. lib. ix.. 

t Herrera, 1. lib. iv. c. 12. Muflos, Hist. Mnado, part unpub. 
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tiaiucs on a magnificent tree, of such enormous magnitude, 
that seventeen men willj their hands joined could not embrace 
the trunk. What enhanced the merit of his discoveries ^\as, 
that he had never sailed with Columbus. He had with him, 
however, several skilful pilots, who had accompanied the 
admiral in his voyage.* 

Another expedition of two vessels sailed from Cadiz, ia 
(3ct()ber, 15Q0, under the command of ^odi’igo Bastides oi 
Seville. He explored the coast of Terra Firma, passing Cape 
de la Vela, the western limits of the previous discoveries on 
the main-land, continuing on to a port since called The 
K('treat, where afterwards was founded the seaport of Nombre 
do Dios. Kis vessels being nearly destroyed by the teredo, 
or worm which abounds in thof.e seas, he had great difl&culty 
in reaching Xaragua in Hispaniola, where he lost his two 
c aravels, and proceeded with his crew by land to San Domingo. 
ll(;re he was seized smd imprisoned by Bobadilla, under pre 
ii xt that he had t»f,^ted for gold with the natives of Xaragua. | 

Such was the swarm of Spanish expeditions immediately 
r('suiting from the enterprises of Columbus : but others were 
also undeilaken by foreign nations. In the year 1497, Sebas 
turn Cabot, son of a Venetian merchant, resident in Bristol, 
sailing in the service of Henry VII. of Flngland, navigated to 
llie northern seas of the New World. Adopting the idea of 
(.'olumbus, he sailed in quest of the shores of Cathay, and 
hoped to find a n(\fth-west passage to India. In this voyage 
he dir^overed Newfoundland, coasted Labrador to the fifty- 
sixth degree of north xv^titude, and then / turning, ran down 
^outh-west to the Floridas, when, his provisions b^'ginning to 
fail, he returned to England. J But vague and scanty accounts 
of this voyage exist, which was important as including the 
first discovery of the northern continent ci the New World. 

The discoveries of rival nations, however, which most ex. 
cited the attention and jealousy of the Spanish crown, were 
those of the Po’'tugu<?sci. Vasco de Gama, a man of rank, 
and consummate tdent and intrepidity, had, at length, accom¬ 
plished the great design of the late Prince Henry of Portugal, 
and by doubling the Cape of Good Hope in the year 1497, 
Imd opened the long-sought-for route to India. 

Immediately after Gama’s return, a fleet of thirteen sail 

* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., ii. 2. Muflos, part nnpublished. 4 Idem. 

J Hakluyi’s Collection of Voyages, vol. iii. p. 7, 
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was fitted out to visit the magnificent countries of which he 
brought accounts. This expedition sailed on the 9th of 
March, 1500, for Calicut, imder the command of Pedro 
Alvarez de Cabral. Having passed the Cape de Verde 
Islands, he sought to avoid the calms prevalent on the coast 
of Guinea, by stretching far to the west. Suddenly, on the 
25th of April, he came in sight of land unknown to any one 
in his squadron; for, as yet, they had not heard of the dis- 
coverieSj of Pinzon and Lepe. He. at first supposed it to be 
some great island; but after coasting it for some time, he 
became persuaded that it must be part of a continent. Having 
ranged along it somewhat beyond the fifteenth degree of 
southern latitude, he landed at a harbour which he called 
Porto Secure, and taking possession of the country for the 
crown of Portugal, dispatched a ship to Lisbon with the im¬ 
portant tidings.* In this way did the Brazils come into the 
possession of Portugal, being to the eastward of the convene 
tional line settled with Spain as the bejindaries Of their 
respective territories. Dr. Robertson, in recording this 
voyage of Cabral, concludes with one^'of his just and elegant 
remarks. 

“ Columbus’s discovery of the New World was,” he ob¬ 
serves, “ the effort of an active genius, guided by experience, 
and acting upon a regular plan, executed with no less courage 
than perseverance. But ‘from this adventure of the Portu¬ 
guese, it appears that chance might have accomplished tliat 
great design, which it is now the pride ol human regson to 
have formed and perfected. If the saA7.l6ity of Columbus had 
not conducted mankind to America, Cabral, by a fortunate 
accident, nSight have led them, a few years lateP, to the know¬ 
ledge of that extensile continent.”! * 

CHAPTER III.—[1501.] 

The numerous discoveries briefly noticed in the preceding 
chapter, had produced a powerful effec^ upon the mind of 
Ferdinand. His ambition, his avarice, and his jealousy, w'ere 
equally inflamed. He beheld boundless regions, teeming with 
bL kinds of riches, daily opening before the enterprises of his 
subjects; but he beheld at the same time other nations 
launching forth into competition, emulous for a share of tlie 
golden world which he was eager to monopolize. The expe- 
* Lafiteau, Gonq. des Port., lib. ii. -j* Bobertsou, Hist. America, b. il. 
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ditions of the English, and the accidental discovery of the 
Brazils by the Portugu^e, caused him, much uneasiness To 
secure his possession of the continent, he determined to 
^establish local governments or commands, in the most im¬ 
portant places, aU to be subject to a general government 
established at San Domingo, which was to be the metropolis. 

With these considerations, the government, heretofore 
granted to Colunlbus, had risen vastly in importance; and 
while the restitution of it was the more desirable in his eyes, 
it became more and more a matter of repugnance to the sefcsh 
and jealous monarch. He had long repented having vested 
such great powers and prerogatives in any subject, particularly 
in a foreign 3r. At the time of granting them, he had no 
anticipation of such boundless countries to be placed under 
liis command. He appeared almost to consider himself out¬ 
witted by Columbus in the arrangement; and every succeed¬ 
ing discovery, instead of increasing liis grateful sense of the 
obligation, only njiade him repine the more at the growing 
magnitude of the reward. At 1 mgth, however, the alFair of 
Bf»badilla had effected a temporary exclusion of Columbus 
from his high office, and that without any odium to the crown, 
and the W’ary monarch secretly determined that the door 
thus closed between him and his dignities should never again 
be opened. 

Perhaps Ferdinand may really have entertained doubts as 
to the innocenc(^ of Columbus, with respect to the various 
cliurgj^s made against him. He may have doubted also the 
sincerity of his loy^-»_j being a stranger, 'vhen he should find 
himself strong in his command, at a great distance from the 
parent counfry, with immense and opulrut regioift under his 
control. Columbas, himself, in his lett^s, alludes to reports 
circulated by his enemies, that he intenctu either to set up an 
independent sovereignty, oi to deliver his discoveries into the 
hands of other potentates; and he appears to fear that these 
slanders might hav^^made some impression on the mind of 
Ferdinand. But there was one other consideration which 
had no less force with tlSe monarch in withholding this great 
act of justice—Coli^bus was no longer indispensable to him. 
He had made his great discovery—--he had struck out the route 
to the New World, and now any one could follow it. A 
number of able navigators had sprung up under his auspices, 
and acquired experience in his voyages. They were daily 
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besieging the throne with offers to fit out expeditions at theiz, 
own cost, and to yield a share of th|! profits to the crown. 
Why should he, therefore, confer princely dignities and pre¬ 
rogative^ for that which men were daily offering to perforir 
gratuitously ? 

Such, from his after conduct, appears to have been the 

i 'ealous and selfish policy which actuated Ferdinand in for- 
learing to reinstate Columbus in those dignities and privileges 
so solemnly granted to him by treaty, and which it was 
acknowledged he had never forfeited by misconduct. 

This deprivation, however, was declared to be but tempo¬ 
rary ; and plausible reasons were given for the delay in his 
reappointment. It was observed that the elements of those 
violent factions, recently in arms agflinst him, yet existed in 
the island; his immediate return might produce fresh exas¬ 
peration ; his personal safety might be endangered, and the 
island again thrown into confusion. Though Bobadilla, 
therefore, was to be immediately dismissefir from command, it 
was deemed advisable to send out some officer of talent and 
discretion to supersede him, who^ might dispassionately 
investigate the recent disorders, rem 9 dy the abuses which 
had arisen, and expel all dissolute and factious persons from 
the colony. He should hold the government for two years, 
by which time it was trusted that all angry passions would be 
allayed, and turbulent individuals removed : Columbus might 
then resume the command with comfort to ^^imself and advan¬ 
tage to the crown. With these reasoro, and the ptomise 
wliich accompanied them, Columbus ^as obliged to content 
himself. There can be no doubt that they wej^e sincere on 
the part of *[sabella, and that it was her intention to reinstate 
him in the full enjoyjnent of his rights andMignities, after his 
apparently necessSry suspension. Ferdinand, however, by 
bis subsequent conduct, has forfeited all claim to any favour¬ 
able opinion of the kind. 

The person chosen to supersede Boba^i^Ha was Don NicHo- 
las de Ovando, commander of Lares, of the order of Alcan¬ 
tara. He is described as of the middle size, fair com- 
plexioned, with a red beard, and a modest look, yet a tone 
of authority. He was fluent in speech, and gracious and 
courteous in his manners. A man of great prudence, says 
Las Casas, and capable of governing many people, but not of 

governing the Indians, on whom he inflicted incalculable 

*, 

\ 
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injuries. He possessed great veneration for justice, was an 
enemy to avarice, sober in bis mode of living, and of such 
bumility, that when Be rose afterwards to be grand com¬ 
mander of the order of Alcantara, he would never allow him¬ 
self to be addressed by the title of respect attached to it.* 
Such is the picture drawn of him by historians; but his con¬ 
duct in several important instances «s in direct contradiction 
to it. He appears to have been plausible and subtle, as w'cll 
as fluent and courteous; his humility concealed a great love 
of command, and in his transactions with Columbus he was 
certainly both ungenerous and unjust. 

The various arrangements to be made, according to the new 
plan of colonial government, delayed for some time the 
departure of Ovando. Tn the meantime, every arrival brought 
intelligence of the disastrous state of the island, under the 
mal-adniinistration of Bobadilla. lie had commenced his 
career by an opposite policy to that of Columbus. Imagining 
that rigorous rul^ had been the rock on which his pre¬ 
decessors had split, he sought to conciliate the public by all 
kinds of indulgence. Having at the very outset relaxed the 
reins of justice and morality, he lost all command over th(‘ 
community; and such disorder and licentiousness ensued, 
that many, even of the opponents of Columbus, looked back 
with regret upon the strict but wholesome rule of himself and 
the Adelantado. • 

Bobadilla was not so much a bad as an imprudent and 
a weak man. H% had not considered the dangerous excesses 
to wfBch his policy'^"ojild lead. Rash in^rasping authority, 
he was feeble and temporizing in the exercise of it; he could 
not look bey Jnd the present exigency. One dangerous indul¬ 
gence granted to,the colonists called for another; each w'as 
(*oded in its turn, and thus he went on f^wn error to error,— 
showing that in government there is as much danger to be 
apprehended from a weak as from a bad man. 

He had sold the farms and estates of the ci*own at low 
prices, obseiring £BSt it wa& not the wish of the monarchs to 
enrich themselves by them, but that they should redound to 
the profit of their subjects. He granted universal permission 
to work the mines, exacting only an eleventh of the produce 
for the crown. To prevent any diminution in the revenue, it 
became necessary, of course, to increase the quantity of gold 
* Las Casas, Hist, lud., lib. ii. cap. iii 
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collected. He obliged the caciques, therefore to furnish each 
Spaniard with Indians, to assist him teh in the labours of the 
field juid of the mine. To carry this into more complete 
effect, he made an enumeration of the natives of the island, 
reduced them into classes, and distributed them, according to 
his favour or caprice, among the colonists. The latter, at his 
suggestion, associated thfemselves in partnerships of two ptir- 
sons each, who were to assist one another with their respec¬ 
tive capitals and Indians, one superintending the labour of 
the field, and the other the search for gold. The only in¬ 
junction of Bobadilla was, to produce large quantities of ore. 
He had one saying continually in his mouth, which shows 
the pernicious and temporizing principle upon which he 
acted: “ Make the most of your time#” he would say, “ there 
is no knowing how long it will last,” alluding to the possi¬ 
bility of his being speedily recalled. The colonists acted up 
to his advice, and so hard did they drive the poor natives, 
that the eleventh yielded more revenue to the crown than had 
ever been produced by the third under the government of 
Columbus. In the meantime, the uifliappy natives suffer(*d 
under all kinds of cruelties from their inhuman task-masters. 
Little used to labour, feeble of constitution, and accustomed 
in their beautiful and luxuriant island to a life of ease and 
freedom, they sank under the toils imposed upon them, anti 
the severities by which thll^y were enforced. Las Casas gives 
an indignant picture of the capricious tyranny exercised over 
the Indians by worthless Spaniards, man^.of whom ha^„been 
transported conviots from the dungc^"^ of Castile. These 
MTctches, who in their own countries had been the vilest 
among the*vile, ^hcre assumed the tone of grUnd cavaliers. 
They insisted upon^ being attended by trains of servants. 
They took the daughters and female relations of caciques for 
their domestics, or rather for their concubines, nor did they 
limit themselves in number. When they travelled, instead 
of using the horses and mules with whichj,t^ey were provided, 
they obliged the natives to transport thein upon their shoulders 
in litters, or hammocks, with others attending to hold 
umbrellas of palm-leaves over their heads to keep off the sun, 
and fans of feathers to cool them; and Las Casas afiirms that 
he has seen the backs and shoulders of the unfortunate 
Indians who bore these litters, raw and bleeding from the 
task. When these arrogant uj)starts arrived at an Indian 
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vi'ilage, they consumed and lavished away the provisions of 
the inhabitants, seizing^upon whatever pleased their caprice, 
and obliging the cacique and his subjects to dance before 
.them for their amusement. Their very pleasures wero 
attended with cruelty. They never addressed the natives but 
in the most degi*ading terms, and on the least offence, or tlu' 
least freak of ill-humour, inflicted blows and lashes, and 
even death itself.* 

Such is but a faint picture of the evils which sprang up 
under the feeble rule of Eobadilla; and are sorrowfully 
described by Las Casas, from actual observation, as he visited 
the island just at the close of his administration. Bobadilla 
had trusted to the immense amount of gold, wrung from the 
miseries of the natives? to atone for all errors, and secure 
favour with the sovereigns; but he had totally mistaken his 
course. The abuses of his government soon reached the 
royal ear, and above all, the wrongs of the natives reached 
the benevolent h««rt of Isabella. Nothing was more calcu¬ 
lated to arouse her indignation^ and she urged the speedy 
departure of Ovando, ft) put a stop to these enormities. 

In conformity to the plan already mentioned, the govern¬ 
ment of Ovando extended over the islands and Terra Firma, 
of which Hispaniola was to be the metropolis. He was in 
enter upon the exercise of his powers immediately upon his 
arrival, by procuration, sending hdme Bobadilla by the return 
of the fleet. H^was instructed to inquire diligently into the 
late^huses, puni^ing the delinquents without favour or 
])artiahty, and ren.o\^jg all worthless per^sons from the island, 
lie was to revoke imi idiately the license granted by Boba¬ 
dilla for the general search after gold, it having* been given 
without royal authority. He was to rqjmire, for the crown, 
a third of what was already collected, anfl one half of all that 
should be collected in future. He was empowered to build 
towns, granting them the privileges enjoyed by municipal 
corporations of and obliging the Spaniards, and par¬ 

ticularly the soldiers, to reside in them, instead of scattering 
themselves over the island. Among many sage provisions, 
there were others injurious and illiberal, characteristic of an 
age when the principles of commerce were but little under¬ 
stood ; but which were continued by Spain long after the 
rest of the world had discarded them as the errors of dark 
* Lm Casas, Hist. lad., lib. ii. cap. 1 Mis. 
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and unenlightened times. The crown monopolized the trade 
of the coloi^ies. No one could carry ^nerchandiscs there on 
his own account. A royal factor was appointed, through 
whom alone were to be obtained supplies of European articles. 
The crown reserved to itself not only exclusive property in 
the mines, but in precious stones, and like objects of extra¬ 
ordinary value, and also in dyewoods. No strangers, and 
above all, no Moors nor Jews, were permitted to establish 
themselves in the island, nor to go upon voyages of discoverv. 
Such wore some of the restrictions upon trade which Spain 
imposed upon her colonies, and which were followed up by 
others equally illiberal. Her commercial policy has been the 
scoff of modem times; but may not Jhe present restrictions 
on trade, imposed by the most intelligent nations, be equally 
the wonder and the jest of future ages ? 

Isabella was particularly careful in providing for the kind 
treatment of the Indians. Ovando was ordered to assemble 
the caciques, and declare to them, that tin? sovereigns took 
them and their people under their especial protection. They 
were merely to pay tribute like other subjects of the crown, 

' and it was to be collected with the utmost mildness and 
gentleness. Great pains were to be taken in their religious 
instructions; for which purpose twelve Franciscan friars 
were sent out, with a preh^te named Antonio de Espinal, a 
venerable and pious nuin. This was the first formal intro¬ 
duction of the Franciscan order into the Nev» World.* 

All these precautions with rcspcctf^the natives ^ere 
defeated by one un^vary provision, ifwas permitted that 
the Indians ^ight be compelled to work in the nwnes, and in 
other employments; Imt this was limited to royal service, 
lliey were to be enfgjj^ed as hired labourers, and punctually 
paid. This provision led to great abuses and oppressions, 
and was ultimately a& fatal to the natives, as could have been 
the most absolute slavery. 

But, with that inconsistency frequent i^P'L.um£in conduct, 
while the sovereigns were making regulations for the relief of 
the Indians, they encouraged a gross invasion of the rights 
and welfare of another race of human beings. Among their 
various decrees on this occasion, we find the first trace of 
negro slavery in the New World. It was permitted to carry 
to the colony negro slaves born among Christians;! that is 
* Las Casas, lib. it c. 8. MS. f Herrera, i. lib. iv. c. 12. 
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to say, slaves born in Seville and other parts of Spain, tlio 
children and descendants of natives brought fioni the At¬ 
lantic coast of Afiica, ^here such traffic had for some time 
be('u carried on by the Spaniards and Portuguese. Thc're are 
fiignal events in the course of history, which sometimes bear 
the appearance of temporal judgments. It is a fact worthy 
of observation, that Hispaniola, the place where this flagrant 
sin against nature and humanity was first introduced into the 
New World, has been the first to exhibit an awful retribution. 

Amidst the various concerns which claimed the att('ntioii of 
the sovereigns, the interests of Columbus were not forgotten. 
Ovando was ordered to examine into aU his accounts, without 
andertaking to pay them off. He was to. ascertain the da¬ 
mages he had sustained by his imprisonment, the interrup¬ 
tion -of his privileges, and the confiscation of his effects. 
All the property confiscated by Robadilla wjis to be restored; 
or if it had been sold, to be made good. If it had be(‘n em¬ 
ployed in the royal service, Columbus was to be indemnified 
out of the treasury'; if ilobadilla had appropriated it to his own 
use. he was to account fpr it out of his private purse. Ecpial 
care was to bo taken to indemnify the brothers of the admiral 
for the losses they had wrongfully suffered by their arrest. 

Columbus was likewise to receive the arrears of his re¬ 
venues ; and the same were to be punctually paid to him in 
future. He was permitted to havg a factor resident in the 
island, to be present at the melting and marking of the gold, 
to colleQ+ his dueoi and in short to attend to all his affairs. 
To tliTb office he ap^ks^iuted Alon»o Sanchez do Carvajal; and 
the sovereigns commanded that his agent should be treated 
with great re.vpect. • 

The fleet appeipted to convey Ovando to his government 
was the largest that had yet sailed to tJlf* New World. It 
consisted of thirty sail, five of them from ninety to one hun¬ 
dred and fifty tons burden, twenty-four caravels from thirty to 
ninety, and one bark of twenty-five tons.* The number of souls 
embarked in •this'ij^t was about twenty-five hundred; many 
of them persons of rank and distinction, with their families. 

That Ovando might appear with dignity in his new office, 
he was allowed to use silks, brocades, previous stones, and 
^thcr articles of sumptuous attire, prohibited at thjit time in 

* Mufloz, part Inedit Las Cajsaa sayf'consisted of thirty* 
two sail He states from memoiy, howeies f Muftoz from documents. 
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SpaiT^i, m consequence of the ruinous ostentation of tlie no¬ 
bility. He was permitted to have seventy-two esquires as 
his body-guard, ten of whom were •'horsemen., With this 
expedition sailed Don Alonzo Maldonado, appointed as alguaziJ 
mayor, or chief justice, in place of Roldan, who was to be ’ 
sent to Spain. There were ortizans of various kinds: to these 
were added a physician, surgeon, and apothecary; and seventy- 
three married men* with their families, all of respectable 
character, destined to be distributed in four towns, and to 
enjoy peculiar privileges, that they might form the basis of a 
sound and useful popiilation. They were to displace an equa^ 
number of the idle and dissolute who were to be sent froit 
the island : this excellent measure had been especially urged 
and entreated by Columbus. Thc^e was also live stock 
artillery, arms, munitions of all kinds; every thing, in short 
that was required for the supply of the island. 

Such was the style in which Ovando, a favourite of Ferdi¬ 
nand, and a native subject of rank, was fitted out to enter 
upon the government withheld from CoTilmbus. The fleet 
put to sea on the 13th of February, 1502. In the early 
part of the voyage it was encountered by a terrible storm, 
one of the ships foundered, with one hundred and twenty 
])assengers; the others were obliged to throw overboard every¬ 
thing on deck, and were completely scattered. The shores of 
Spain were strewed with yticles from the fleet, and a rumour 
spread that all the ships had perished. When this reached 
the sovereigns, they were so overcome with grief that they 
shut themselves up for eight days, anji^idmitted no fine to 
their presence. Tne rumour proved t^be incorect: but one 
ship was loet. The others assembled again at •the island of 
Gomera in the Canaries, and pursuing thq^ voyage, arrived 
at San Domingo o%ilhe 15th of April.f 

CHAPTER IV.—[1500-1501.] 

Columbus remained in, the city of Granada upwards of 
nine months, endeavouring to extricatej^^: affairs from tl»e 
confusion into which they had been thrown by the rash con¬ 
duct of BobadiUa, and soliciting the restoration of his offices 
and dignities. During this time he constanjtly experienced 
the smiles and attentions of the sovereigns, and promises wpre 
repeatedly made him that he should ultimately be reinstated 

* Mufloz, H. N. Mundo, part inedit. f La>s Casas, lib. ii. c. iii. 
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in all his honours. He had long since, however, ascertained 
the great interval that ^ay exist between promise and per¬ 
formance in a court. Had he been of a morbid and rcpitiing 
spirit, he had ample food for misanthropy. He beheld the 
career of glory which he had opened, thronged by favoured 
adventurers; he witnessed preparation^ making to convey 
with unusual pomp a successor to that government from 
which he had been so wrongfully and rudely ejected ; in the 
meanwhile his own career was interrupted, and, as far as public 
employ is a gauge of royal favour, he remained apparently in 
disgrace. 

His sanguine temperament was not long to be depressed ; if 
checked in one direction it broke forth in another. Ilis vision¬ 
ary imagination was an internal light, which, in the darkest 
times, repelled all outward gloom, and filled his mind with 
splendid images and glorious speculations. In this time of 
evil, his vow to furnish, within seven years from the time of 
his discovery, fifty,thousand foot soldiers, and five thousand 
horse, for the recovery of the holy sepulchre, recurred to his 
memory with peculiar fo#cc. The time had elapsed, but the vow 
remained unfulfilled, and the means to perform it had failed. 
The New World, with all its treasures, had as yet produced 
expense instead of profit; and so far from being in a situation 
to set armies on foot by his own contributions, he found him ■ 
self without property, without powd.-, and without employ. 

Destitute of the means of accomplishing his pious inten- 
tioiiS,«Jiff consider^ it his duty to incite the sovereigns to 
tlie enterprise ; and M fldt emboldened tc so, from having 
originally proposed it as '^he great object to which the profits 
ot his discoveries should be dedicated. He sef to work, 
therefore, with his accustomed zeal, to pr^are arguments for 
the purpose. During the intervals of Dusiness, he sought 
into the prophdeies of the holy Scriptures, the writings of the 
fathers, and all kinds of sacred and speculative sources, for 
mystic porteijts ^nd^ revelations which might be oonstrued 
to bear upon the mscovery of the New World, the conver- 
.lion of the Gentiles, and the recovery of the holy sepulchre; 
three great events which he suppos^ to be predestined to 
succeed each other. These passages, with the assistance of a 
Carthusian friar, he arranged in order, illustrated by poetrv 
and collected into a manuscript volume, to be delivered to the 
sovereigns. He prepared, at the same time, a long letter, 

k r 
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written with his usual fervour of spirit and simplicity of heart. 
It is one of those singular compositions which lay open the 
visionary part of his character, and show the mystic and 
speculative reauing with which he was accustomed to nurture 
his solemn and soaring imagination. 

In this letter he urged the sovereigns to set on foot a cru- 
sade for the deliverance of Jerusalem from the power of the 
unbelievers. He entreated them not to reject his present 
advice as extravagant and impracticable, not to heed the dis¬ 
credit that might be cast upon it by others; reminding them 
that his great scheme of discovery had originally been treated 
with similar contempt. He avowed in the fullest manner 
Ills persuasion, that, ft’om his earliest infancy, he had been 
chosen by Heaven for the accomplishment of those two great 
designs, the discovery of the New World, and the rescue of the 
holy sepulchre. For this purpose, in his tender years, he had 
been guided by a divine impulse to embrace the profession of 
the sea, a mode of life, he oteerves, which produces an inclina¬ 
tion to inquire into the mysteries of nature; and he had 
been gifted with a curious spirit, to Lcad all kinds of chron¬ 
icles, geographical treatises, and works of philosophy. ' In 
meditating upon these, his understanding had been opened by 
the Deity, “ as with a palpable hand,” so as to discover the 
navigation to the Indies, and he had been inflamed with 
ardour to undertake the? enterprise. “Animated as by a 
heavenly fire,” he adds, “ I came to your highnesses; all who 
heard of my enterprise mocked at it; ^l-'the sciences T had 
acquired profited tme nothing; sevciP^ears did I pass in 
your royal court, disputing the case with persons of great 
authority ahd learned in all the arts, and in tht? end they de¬ 
cided that all was vain. In your highnesses alone remained 
faith and constancy Who will doubt that this light was from 
the holy Scriptures, illumining you as well as myself with rays 
of marvellous brightness ?” 

These ideas, so repeatedly, ahd solem^v. Mid. artlessly ex¬ 
pressed, by a man of the fervent piety of ^lumbus, show how 
truly his diseovery arose fro:|j^ the working of his own mind, 
and not from information furnished by others. He considered 
it a divine intimation, a light from Heaven, and the fulfilment 
sf what had been foretold by our Saviour aud the prophets. 
Still he regarded it but as a minor event, preparatory to the 
great enterprise, the recovery of the holy sepulchre. He 
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pronounced it a miracle effected by Heaven, to animate him 
{self and others to thatR holy undertaking; and he assured 
the sovereigns that, if they had faith in his present as in liis 
♦brmcr proposition, they would assuredly be rewarded with 
equally triumphant success. He conjured them not to heed 
the sneers of such as might scoff at him as one unlearned, as au 
ignorant mariner, a worldly man; reminding them that the 
Holy Spirit works not merely in the learned, bul* also in the 
ignorant; nay, that it. reveals things to come, not merely by 
rational beings, but by prodigies in animals, and by mystic 
signs in the air and in the heavens. 

The enterprise here suggested by Columbus, however idle 
and extravagant it may^appear in the present day, was in 
unison with the temper of the times and of the court t<r 
which it was proposed. The vein of mystic erudition by whicii 
it was enforced, likewise, was suited to an age when the reve¬ 
ries of the cloister still controlled the operations of the cabinet 
and the camp. The spirit of the crusades had not yet passed 
away. In the cause of the church, and at the instigation of 
its dignitaries, every cavalier was ready to draw his sword; 
and religion mingled a glowing and devoted enthusiasm with 
the ordinary excitement of warfare. Ferdinand was a religi¬ 
ous bigot; and the devotion of Isabella went as near to 
bigotry as her liberal mind and miignanimous spirit would 
permit. Both the sovereigns v;ere under the influence of 
ecclosiasti sal politimans, constantly guiding tlieir enterprises 
in a dti'ection to rc^'j^nd to the temporal j^wer and glory of 
the church. The recent (onquest of Granada had been con¬ 
sidered an Eurt>pean crusade, and had gained to the €overeigns 
the epithet of Catholic. It was natural to think of extending 
their sacred victories still further, and rataliating upon the 
infidels their domination of Sj)ain, and their long triumphs 
over the cross. In fact, the Duke of Medina Sidonia had 
made a recent inroad into Barbary, in the course of which he 
had taken th^ Melilla, and his expedition had been 

pronounced a renewal of the holy wars against the infidels in 
Africa. * 

* Garibay, Hist. Espafla, lib. xix. cap. ,6. Among the collections ex¬ 
isting in the library of the late Prince Sebastian, there is a folio which, 
among other things, contains a paper or letter, in which is a calculation 
of the probable expenses of an army of twenty thousand men, for the 
conquest of the Holy Land. It is dated in 1509 or 1510, and the band* 
writing appears to be of the same time. 


2 I 3 
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There was nothing, therefore, in the proposition of Colum¬ 
bus that could be regarded as prepocterous, considering the 
period and circumstances in which it was made, though it 
strongly illustrates his own enthusiastic and visionary cha¬ 
racter. It must be recollected that it was meditated in the 
courts of the Alhambra, among the splendid remains of 
Moorish grandeur, where, but a few years before, he had be- 
neld the stajjdard of the faith elevated in triumph above the 
symbols of infidelity. It appears to have been the offspring 
of one of those moods of high excitement, when, as has been 
observed, his soul was elevated by the contemplation of his 
great and glorious office ; when he considered himself under 
divine inspiration, imparting the will of Heaven, and ful¬ 
filling the high and holy purposes Tor which he had been 
predestined. * 

CHAPTER V.—[1501-1502.] 

The speculation relative to the recovery of the holy sepul¬ 
chre, held but a temporarj’^ sway over the^mind of Columbus. 
His thoughts soon returned, with renewed ardour, to their 
wonted channel. He became impatient of inaction, and soon 
conceived a leading object for another enterprise of discovery. 
The achievement of Vasco de Gama, of the long-attempted 
navigation to India by the Cape of Good Hope, was one of 
the signal events of the d}iy. Pedro Alvarez Cabral, following 
ill his track, had made a most successful voyage, and returned 
with his vessels laden wdth the precious pommodities of the 
East. The riches of Calicut were no^/the theme of every 

* Columbus was not singular in this belief; it was entertained by 
many of hiu zealous and learned admirers. The erudite lapidary, 
Jayme Ferrer, in the letter written to Columbus in 1495, at the com¬ 
mand of the Boverej^’'S, observes: “ I see in this a great mystery: tha 
divine and infallible Providence sent the great St. Thomas from the 
west into the east, to manifest in India our holy and Catholic faith; 
and you, Seflor, he sent in an opposite direction, from the east into tho 
west, until you have arrived in the Orient, into the extreme part of 
Upper India, that the people may hear that vJSSti. their ancestors neg¬ 
lected of the preaching of St. Thomas. Thus shall be accomplished 
what was written, in omnem terram exhibit Bonus eorum” * * 

And again, “ The oflSce which you hold, Seflor, pkces yon in the light 
of an apostle and ambassador of God, sent by his divine judgment, to 
make known his holy name in unknown lands."—Letra de Mosseo 
Jayme Ferrer, Navarrete, Colleccion, tom. iL decad. 68. See also tiio 
opinion expressed by Agostinc Giustiniani, his contemporary, in his 
Polvcrlot Psalter. 
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tongue, and the splendid trade now opened in diamonds and 
precious stones from th^ mines of Hindostan; in pearls, gold, 
silver, amber, ivory, and porcelain; in silken stuffs, covstly 
woods, gums, aromatics, and spices of all kinds. The discoveries 
of the savage regions of the New World, as yet, brought little 
revenue to Spain; but this route, suddenly opened to the 
luxurious countries of the East, was pouring immediate wealth 
into Portugal. 

Columbus was roused to emulation by these accounts. lie 
now conceived the idea of a voyage, in which, with his usual 
enthusiasm, he hoped to surjjass not merely the discovery of 
Vasco de Gama, but even those of his own previous expedi¬ 
tions. According to his own observ^ations in his voyage to 
Paria, and the reports «f other navigators, who had pursued 
the same route to a greater distance, it appeared that the 
coast of Terra Firina stretched far to the west. The southern 
(ioast of Cuba, which he considered a part of the Asiatic con¬ 
tinent, stretched, inwards towards the sjimc point. The 
currents of the Caribbean sea must pass between those Lands, 
lie was persuaded, thtrefore, that there must be a strait 
existing somewhere thereabout, opening into the Indian sea. 
The situation in which he placed his conjectural strait, was 
somewhere about what at present is called the Isthmus of 
Darien.* Could he but discover such a passage, and thus 
link the New World he had di^overed, with the opulent 
oriental regions of the old, he felt that her should make a 
magp.idcent closeVp his labours, and consummate this great 
object of his cxisteiihc. * 

When he unfolded hiir plan to the sovereigns, it was listened 
to with greal attention. Certain of the royal cbuncil, it is 
said, endeavom’cd to throw difficulties in the way ; observ ing 
that the various exigencies of the times,^ffid the low state of 
the royal treasury, rendered any new expedition highly inex¬ 
pedient. They intimated also that Columbus ought not to be 
employed, imtilhj&good conduct in Hispaniola was satisfiictorily 
established by letters from Ovando. These narrow-minded 
suggestions failed in their aim: Isabella had implicit con- 
lidence in the integrity of Columbus. As to the expense, she 
felt that while furnishing so powerful a fleet and splendid 
retinue to Ovando, to take possession of his government, it 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 4 . Las Casas specifiies the Ticinity of Kombre 
de Dios is the place. 



478 


LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLITMBOS. 


would be iragenerous and ungrateful to refuse a few ships to 
the discoverer of the New World, to enable him to prosecute 
his illustrious enterprises. As to Ferdinand, his cupidity was 
roused at the idea of being soon put in possession of a more 
direct and safe route to those countries with which the crown 
of Portugal was opening so lucrative a trade. The project 
also would occupy the admiral for a considerable time, and 
while it diverted him from claims of an inconvenient nature, 
would employ his talents in a way most beneficial to the 
crown. However the king n*ight doubt his abilities as a 
legislator, he had the highest opinion of his skill and judgment 
as a navigator. If such a strait as the one supposed ■were 
really in existence, Columbus was, of all men in the world, 
the one to discover it. His proposition, therefore, was 
promptly acceded to; he was authorized to fit out an arma¬ 
ment immediately; and repaired to Seville iii the autumn of 
1501, to make the necessary preparations. 

Though this substantial enterprise diverted his attention 
from his romantic expedition for the recovery of the holy 
sepulchre, it still continued to haunt Jiis mind. He left his 
manuscript collection of researches among the prophecies, in 
the hands of a devout friar of the name of Caspar Gorricio, 
who assisted to complete it. In February, also, he wrote a 
letter to Pope Alexander VII., in which he al)ologizes, on 
account of indispensable qccupations, for not having repaired 
to Rome, according to his original intention, to give an account 
of his grand discoveries. After briefly relating them, ht^adds 
that his enterprises had been undertaker^fvith intent of dedi¬ 
cating the gains t6 the recovery of the holy sepulchre. He 
mentions hj^ vow to fm-nish, wdthin seven years, fifty thousand 
foot and five thousand horse for the purpose, and another of 
like force within fiyf'"succeeding years. I'his pious intention, 
he laments, had been impeded by the arts of the devil, and 
iie feared, without divine aid, would be entirely frustrated, as 
the government which had been granted to him in perpetuity 
had been taken from him. He informs*Biat HOilness of his 
being about to embark on another voyage, and promises 
solemnly, on his return, to repair to Rome without delay, to 
relate every thing by word of mouth, as well as to present 
him with an account of his voyages, which he had kept from 
the commencement to the present time, in the style of tho 
Commentaries of Coesar.* 

* Navarrete, Collec. Tiag. tom. il. p. 14fi 
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It was about this time, also, that he sent his letter on the 
subject of the sepulchre to the sovereigns, together with the 
collection of prophecie*.* We have no account of the man¬ 
ner in which the proposition was received. Ferdinand, with 
• all his bigotry, was a shrewd and worldly prince. Instead of 
a chivalrous crusade against Jerusalem, he preferred making 
a pacific arrangement with the Grand Soldan of Egypt, who 
had menaced the destruction of the sacred edifice. He dis¬ 
patched, therefore, tlie learned Peter Martyr, so distinguislu'd 
for his historical writings, as ambassador to the Soldan, by 
whom all ancient grievances between the two powers were 
satisfactorily adjusted, and arrangements made for the con¬ 
servation of the holy sepulchre, and the protection of all 
Christian pilgrims resorting to it. 

In the meantime, Columbus went on wdlh the preparations 
for his contemplated voyage, though but slowly, owing, as 
Cliarlevoix intimates, to the artifices and delays of Fonseca 
and his agents. He craved permission to touch at the island 
of Hispaniola for* supplies on his outward voyage. This, 
liowever, the sovereigns forbade, knowing that he had many 
enemies in the island,*and that the place would be in great 
agitation from the arrival of Ovando, and the removal of 

* A manuscript volume containing a copy of this letter and of the 
collection of propliecies is in the Columbian Library, in the Cathedral of 
Keville ; 'where the author of this worl^has i»cen and examined it, wnce 
publishing the first edition. The title and some of the early pages of 
the work are in the handwriting of Fernando Coluflibus, the main body 
of work is by i.Vyange hand, probably by the Friar Caspar Gor- 
ricio, or some brothoi of his con>ent. The^ arc trilling marginal 
notes or corrections, and ote or two trivial additions in the handwriting 
of Columbus, especially a passage added after* *iis return from his fourth 
voyage and shortly before his death, alluding to an eclipse of the moon 
which took place during his sojourn in th^siand of Jamaica. The 
handwriting of this last passage, like most of the manuscript of Co¬ 
lumbus which the Author has seen, is small and delicate, but wants the 
firmness and distinctness of his earlier writing, his hand having doubtless 
become unsteady by age and infirmity. 

This docujSicaiiiE'J o*xtremely curious as containing all the passages of 
Scripture and of the works of the Fathers which had so powerful an in¬ 
fluence on the enthusiastic mind of Columbus, and were construed by 
him into mysterious prophecies and revelations. The volume is in 
good preservation, excepting that a few pages have been cut out Tlie 
writing, though of the beginning of the fifteenth centurj', is very 
distinct and legible; The libraiy mark of the book is Estante Z. TaU 
138, No. 25. 
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Bobadilla. They consented, however, that he should touGb 
there briefly on his return, by which time they hoped the 
island would be restored to tranqiiillJty. He was permitted 
to take with him, in this expedition, his brother the Adclan - 
tado, and his son Fernando, then in his-fourteenth year; also 
two or three persons learned in Arabic, to serve as inter¬ 
preters, in case he should arrive at the dominions of the 
Grand Khan, or of any other eastern prince where that lan- 
j^uage might be spoken, or partially known. In reply to 
letters relative to the ultimate restoration of his rights, and 
tc matters concerning his family, the sovereigns wrote him a 
letter, dated March 14, 1502, from Valencia de Torre, in 
which they again solemnly assured him that their capitulations 
with him should be fulfilled to the l/?tter, and the dignitic\s 
therein ceded enjoyed by him, and his children after him, 
and if it should be necessaiy to confirm them anew, they 
would do so, and secure them to his son. Beside which, tlicy 
expressed their disposition to bestow further honours and 
rewards upon himself, his brothers, and his' children. The}' 
entreated him, therefore, to depart in^ peace and confidence, 
and to leave all his concerns, in Spain to the management of 
his son Diego. * 

This was the last letter that Columbus received from the 
sovereigns, and the assurances it contained were as amjile 
and absolute as he could de/iirc. Recent ci^’cumstances, how¬ 
ever, had apparently rendered him dubious of the future. 
During the time that he passed in Scvil^ previous tc^ his 
departure, he took measures to secure hisCime, and preser\c 
the claims of his family, by placing them under the guardian¬ 
ship of his i^ative country. He had copies of all the letters, 
grants, and /privileges from the sovereigns,, appointing him 
admiral, viceroy, governor of the Indies, copied and 
authenticated before the alcaldes of Seville. Two sets of 
these were transcribed, together with his letter to the nurse 
of Prince Juan, containing a circumstantial and eloquent 
vindication of his rights; and two letters ffl^ilielJauk of St. 
George, at Genoa, assigning to it the tenth of his revenues, 
to be employed in diminishing the duties on com and other 
provisions;—* truly benevolent and patriotic donation, in¬ 
tended for the relief of the poor of his native city. These 
two sets of documents he sent by different individuals to his 

• T.iaa Casas, lib. ii. c. 4. 
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friend. Doctor Nicolo Oderigo, formerly ambassador from 
Genoa to the court of i^ain, requesting him to preserve them 
in some safe deposit, and to apprise his son Diego of tlie 
same. His dissatisfaction at the conduct of the Spanish court 
'■"may have been the cause of' this precautionary measure, iliat 
an appeal to the world, or to posterity, might be in the 
power of his descendants, in case he should perish in tiie 
course of his voyage;* 


BOOK IV. 

CHAPTER L—[1502.] 

Age was rapidly making its advances upon Columbus when 
he undertook his fourt|j, and last voyage of discovery. He 
had already numbered sixty-six years, and tliey were years 
filled with care and trouble, in which age outstrips the march 
of time. His constitution, originally vigorous in the extreme, 
had been impaired Jiy hardships and exposures in every clime, 
and silently preyefi upon by the sufferings of the mind. His 
frame, once powerful ai^d commanding, and retaining a sem¬ 
blance of strength and majesty even in its decay, was yet 
crazed by infirmities and subject to paroxysms of excruciating 
pain. His intellectual forces alone retained their wonted 
health and energy, prompting him, at a period of life when 
most men seek repose, to sally forth with youthful ardour, on 
the most toilsome and adventurous of expeditions. 

JEHs squadron ^r the present voyage consisted of four 
caravels, the smallest of fifty tons burdqa, the largest not 
exceeding seventy, and the crews amounting in all to one 
hundred and fifty men. With this little armament and these 

* These documents lay unknown in the Odwigo family until 1 670, 
when Lorenzo Oderigo presented them to the^govemment of Genoa, 
and they were deposited in the archives. In the disturbances anti 
revolutions of after times, one of these copies was taken to Paris, and 
the other disappeared. In 1816 the latter was discovered in the library 
of the deceased Gjm.nt Michel Angelo Cambiaso, a senator of Genoa. 
It was procureoD^he King of Sardinia, then sovereign of Genoa, and 
given up by him to the city of Genoa in 1821. A custodia, or monu¬ 
ment, was erected in that city for its preservation, consisting of a mar¬ 
ble column supporting an urn, surmounted by a bust of Columbus. The 
documents were deposited in the um. These papers have been pub¬ 
lished, together with an historical memoir of Columbus, by D. Gio. 
Battista Spotomo, Professor of Eloquence, &c., in the university of 
Gouufk 
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slender barks did the vencraole discoverer undertake the 
search after a strait, which, if found, must conduct him into 
the most remote seas, and lead to ^ complete circumnavi¬ 
gation of the globe. 

In this arduous voyage, however, he had a faithful coun-i 
seller, and an intrepid and vigorous coadjutor, in his brother 
Don Bartholomew, while his yoimger son Fernando cheered 
him with his affectionate sympathy. He had learnt to ap¬ 
preciate such comforts,' from being too often an isolated 
stranger, surrounded by false friends and perj&dious enemies. 

The squadron sailed from Cadiz on the 9 th of May, and 
passed over to Freilla, on the coast of Morocco, where it 
anchored on the 13lh. Understanding that the Portuguese 
garrison was closely besieged in thp fortress by the Moors, 
and exposed to great peril, Columbus was ordered to touch 
there, and render all the assistance in his power. Before his 
arrival the siege had been raised, but the governor lay ill, 
having been wounded in an assault. Columbus sent his 
brother, the Adelantado, his son Fernando', and the captains 
of the caravels on shore, to wait qpon the governor, with 
expressions of friendship and civility, and offers of the services 
of his squadron. Their visit and message gave high satis¬ 
faction, and several cavaliers were sent to wait upon the 
admiral in return, some of whom were relatives of his de¬ 
ceased wife. Dona Felippa Munoz. After this exchange of 
civilities, the admiral made sail on the same day, and con¬ 
tinued his voyage.^ On the 25th of Mavp he arrived at the 
Grand Canary, and remained at that and'Thc adjacent i^unds 
for a few days, tailing in wood and water. On the evening 
of the 25tt, he took his departure for the New*World. The 
trade winds were so favourable, that the little squadron swept 
gently on its couufMf^ without shifting- a sail, and arrived on 
the 15th of June at one of the Caribbee Islands, called by the 
natives Mantinino.f After stopping here for three days, to 
take in wood and water, and allow the seamen time to wash 
their clothes, the squadron passed to th6'^5Hitt*ftf the island, 
and sailed to Dominica, about ten leagues distant. J Co- 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 88. 

t Sefior Narvarrete supposes this island to be the same at present 
called Santa Lucia. From the distance between it and Dominica, as 
stated by Fernando Columbus, it was more probably the present 
MartinioOk t Hist del Almirante, c. 88. 
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lumbus continued hence along the inside of the Antilles, lo 
Santa Cruz, then along the south side of Porto llieo, and 
steered for San Domingo. This was contrary to the original 
plan of the admiral, who had intended to steer to Jamaica,*' 

' and thence to take a departure for the continent, and explore 
its coasts in search of the supposed strait. It was contrary 
to the orders of the sovereigns also, prohibiting him on his 
outward voyage to touch at Hispaniola. His excuse was, 
that his principal vessel sailed extremely ill, could not carry 
any canvas, and continually embarrassed and delayed the rest 
of the squadron.f He wished, therefore, to exchange it for 
one of the fleet which had recently conveyed Ovando to his 
government, or to piu’chase some other vessel at San Domingo; 
and he was persuaded,that he would not be blamed for de¬ 
parting from his orders, in a case of such importance to the 
safety and success of his expedition. 

It is necessary to state the situation of the island at this 
moment. OvandQ,had reached San Domingo on the 15th of 
April. Ho had been received w'th the accustomed ceremony 
on the shore, by Bobadilla, accompanied by the principal 
inhabitants of the town. He was escorted to the fortress, 
where his commission was read in form, in presence of all 
the authorities. The usual oaths were taken, and ceremonials 
observed; and the new governor was hailed with great de¬ 
monstrations of obedience and sa^wsfactioii. Ovando entered 
upon the duties of his office with coolness and prudence; and 
trea,ted Bobadillj\ with a courtesy totally opposite to the 
rudeness with which the laiter had ciyierscded Colmnbus. 
The emptiness of mere official rank, when unsustained by 
merit, was shown in the case of Bobadilla. Tho»moment his 


authority was an end, all his importance vanished. He 
found himself a solitary and neglect^* man, deserted by 
those whom he had most favoured, and he experienced the 


worthlessness of the popularity gained by courting the pre¬ 
judices and passj ons oi the multitude. Still there is no record 
of any suit nSvmg been instituted against him; and Las 
Casas, who was on the spot, declares that he never heard any 


harsh thing spoken of him by the colonists. J 

The conduct of Roldan and his accomplices, however. 


* Letter of Columbus from Jamaica. Journal of Porraa, Navairete, i. 
t Hist, del Almirantc, c. 88. Las Casas, lib. ii. c. 5 
^ Las Casas, lib. IL c. 3. 



4ft4 LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. 

underwent a strict investigation, and many were arrested to 
be sent to Spain for trial. They appeped undismayed, trust¬ 
ing to the influence of their friends in Spain to protect them, 
and many relying on the well-known disposition of the 
Bishop of Fonseca to favour all who had been opposed to* 
Columbus. 

The fleet which had brought out Ovando, was now ready 
for sea; and was to talce out a number of the principal 
delinquents, and many of the idlers and profligates of the 
island. Bobadilla was to embark in the principal ship, on 
board of which he put an immense amount of gold, the revenue 
collected for the crown during his government, and which ho 
confidently expected would atone for all his faults. There 
was one solid mass of virgin gold «n board of this shij>, 
whieh is famous in the old Spsinish chronicles. It had been 
found by a female Indian in a brook, on the estate of Fran¬ 
cisco dc Garay and Miguel Diaz, and had been taken by 
Bobadilla to send to the king, making th« owners a suitable 
compensation. It was said to weigh three thousand six 
hundred Castellanos.* * 

Large quantities of gold were likewise shipped in the fleet, 
by the followers of Roldan, and other adventurers; the wealth 
gained by the sufferings of the unhappy natives. Among the 
various persons who were to sail in the principal ship, was 
the unfortunate Guarionexjs the once powerful cacique of the 
Vega. He had been eonfined in Fort Conception ever since 
his capture after the war of Higucy, and v/is now to be i;ent 
a captive in chains to Spain. In one of the ships, Alonzo 
Sanchez de Carvajal, the agent of Columbus, had put four 
thousand pieces of gold, to be remitted to him; being part of 
his property, either recently collected, or recovered from the 
hands of Bobadilla.f ^ 

The preparations were all made, and the fleet was ready 
to put to sea, when, on the 29th of June, the squadron of 
Columbus arrived at the mouth of the river. He^mmediately 
sent Pedro de Terreros, captain of one ofTSd caravels, on 
shore, to wait on Ovando, and explain to him that the pur¬ 
pose of his coming was to procure a vessel in exchange for 
one of his caravels, which was extremely defective. He 
requested permission also to shelter his squadron in the 
harbour; as he apprehended, from various indications, au 
* haa Casas, c. 5. t Idem. 
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approaching storm. This request was refused hy Ovando. 
Las Casas thinks it pjobable that he had instructions from 
the sovereigns not to admit Columbus, and that he was 
further swayed by prudent considerations, as San Domingo 
was at that moment crowded with the most virulent enemies 
of the admiral, many of them in a high state of exaspe¬ 
ration from recent proceedings which had taken place against 
them.* 

When the ungracious refusal of Ovando was brought to 
Columbus, and he found all shelter denied him, he sought at 
least to avert the danger of the fleet which was about to sail. 
He sent back the officer therefore to the governor, entreating 
him not to permit the fleet to put to sea for several days; 
assuring him that there* were indubitable signs of an impend¬ 
ing tempest. This second request was equally fniitless with 
the first. The weather, to an inexperienced eye, was fair 
and tranquil; the pilots and seamen were impatient to depart. 
They scoffed at ffhe prediction of the admiral, ridiculing him 
os a false prophet, and they persuaded Ovando not to debiiii 
the fleet on so unsubstMitial a pretext. 

It was hard treatment of Columbus, thus to be denied the 
relief which the state of his ships required, and to be excluded 
in time of distress from the very harbour he had discovered. 
He retired from the river full of grief and indignation. His 
crew murmured loudly at being smt out from a port of their 
own nation, where oven strangers, \mder« similar circum¬ 
stances, would b^ admitted. ITiey repined at having em¬ 
barked with a commander liable to siieh treatment; and 
anticipated nothing bu^ evil from a voyage, in which they 
were exposeti to the dangers of the sea, and r^{)ulsed from 
the protection ofHhe land. ^ 

Being confident, from his observatioifs of those natural 
phenomena in which he was deeply skilled, that the antici¬ 
pated storm could not be distant, and expecting it from the 
land side, Colum bus kept his feeble squadron close to the 
shore, and soUgiit for secure anchorage in some wild bay or 
river of the isla^. 

In the meantime, the fleet of Bobadilla set sail from San 
Domingo, and stood out confidently to sea. Within two days, 
the predictions of Columbus were verified. One of those 
tremendous hurricanes, which sometimes sweep thore lati- 

* Las Casas, nbl sop. 
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tudes, liad gradually gathered up. The baleful appearance o. 
the heavens, the wild look of the oce^'n, the rising murmur 
of the winds, all gave notice of its approach. The fleet had 
scarcely reached the eastern point of Hispaniola, when the <, 
tempest burst over it with a^ul fury, involving every thing 
in wreck and ruin. The ship on board of which were Boba-' 
dilla, Roldan, and a number of the most inveterate enemies 
of Columbus, was swallowed up with all its crew, and with 
the celebrated mass of gold, and the principal part of the ill- 
gotten treasure, gained by the miseries of the Indians. Many 
of the ships were entirely lost, some returned to San Domingo, 
in shattered condition, and only one was enabled to continue 
her voyage to Spain. That one, according to Fernando 
Columbus, was the weakest of the fleet, and had on board the 
four thousand pieces of gold, the pi operty of the admiral. 

During the early part of this storm, the little squadron of 
Columbus remained tolerably well sheltered by the land. On 
the second day the tempest increased in viol6nce, and the night 
coming on with unusual darkness, the ships lost sight of each 
other and were separated. The admiral still kept close to the 
shore, and sustained no damage. The others, fearful of the 
land in sueh a dark and boisterous night, ran out for sea-room, 
and encountered the whole fury of the elements. For several 
days they were driven about at the mercy of wind and wave, 
fearful each moment of shipwreck, and giving up each other 
as lost. The Adttlantado, who commanded the ship already 
mentioned as being searcely sea-worthy, ]^n the most 4m.- 
hiinent hazard, and nothing but his consummate seamanship 
enabled him to keep her afloat. At length, qfter various 
vicissitudes, *they all arrived safe at Port Hermoso, to the 
west of San Domingo^The Adelantado had Idfet his long boat; 
and all the vessels, fmh the exception of that of the admiral, 
had sustained more or less injury. 

When Columbus learnt the signal destruction that had 
overwhelmed his enemies, almost before hifij^s, he was 
deeply impressed with awe, and considered his own preserv^a- 
tion as little less than miraculous. Both his son Fernando, 
and the venerable historian Las Casas, looked upon the event 
as one of those awful judgments, which seem at times to deal 
forth temporal retribution. They notice the circumstance, 
that while the enemies of the admiral were swallowed up by 
the raging sea, the only ship of the fleet which was enabled 
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to pursue her voyage, and reach her port of destination, was 
the frail bark freighted with the property of Columbus. Tin* 
evil, however, in this, as in most circumstances, overwhelmed 
the innocent as well as the guilty. In the ship with 
Bobadilla and Roldan, perished the captive Guarionex, the 
unfortunate cacique of tiie Vega.* 

CHAPTER II.—[1502.] 

Fob several days Columbus remained in Port Hermoso to 
repair his vessels, and permit his crews to repose and refresh 
themselves after the late tempest. He had scarcely left this 
harbour, when he was obliged to take shelter from another 
storm in Jacquemel, or as it was called by the Spaniards, 
Port Brazil. Hence hew sailed on the 14th of July, steering 
for Terra Firma. The weather falling perfectly calm, ho was 
borne away by the current until he found himself in the vici¬ 
nity of some little islands near Jdfciaica,f destitute of springs 
but where the seamw^n obtained a supply of water by digging 
holes in the sand on the beach. 

The calm continuing^he was swept away to the group of 
small islands, or keys, on the southern coast of Cuba, to which, 
in 1494, he had given the name of The Gardens. He had 
scarcely touched there, however, when the wind sprang up 
from a favourable quarter, and he was enabled to make sail 
on his destined course. He now stood to the south-west, and 
after a few days discovered, on the 30th of Jfaily, a small but 
elevated island, agy.eable to the eye from the variety of trees 
with which it was co\ered. Among thesqwas a great num¬ 
ber of lofty pines, from vhich circumstance Columbus named 
it Isla de Pines. It has always, however, retained its Indian 
name of Guanaja,^ which has been extended to a number of 
smaller islands surrounding it. This gwhip is within a few 
leagues of the coast of Honduras, to the east of the great bay 
or gulf of that name. . 

The Adclantado, with two launches fuU of people, landed 
on the princlpBf island, which was extremely verdant and 
fertile. The inhabitants resembled those of other islands, 
excepting that their foreheads were narrower. While the 
Adelantado was on shore, he beheld a great canoe arriving, as 

* Los Casas, lib. ii. c. 5. . Rut. de li/A^i rante. c. 88. 
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from a distant and important voyage. He was stmck with 
its magnitude and contents. It was eight feet wide, and aa 
long as a galley, though formed of tht^ trunk of a single tree. 
In the centre was a kind of awning or cabin of palm-leaves, 
after the maimer of those in the gondolas of Venice, and 
sufficiently close to exclude both sun and rain. Under this 
sat a cacique with his wives and children. Twenty-five 
Indians rowed the canoe, and it was filled with all kinds of 
articles of. the manufapture and natural production of the 
adjacent countries. It is supposed that this bark had come 
from the province of Yucatan, which is about forty leagues 
distant from this island. 

The Indians in the canoe appeared to have no fear of the 
Spaniards, and readily went alongside^ of the admiral’s caravel. 
Columbus was oveijoyed at thus having brought to him at 
once, without trouble or danger, a collection of specimens of 
all the important articles of #iis part of the New World. lie 
examined, with great curiosity and interest, the contents of 
the canoe. Among various utensils and weapons similar to 
those already found among the natives, he perceived others of 
a much superior kind. There were hatchets for cutting wood, 
formed not of stone but copper; wooden swords, with chan¬ 
nels on each side of the blade, in which sharp flints were 
firmly fixed by cords made of the intestines of fishes; being 
the same kind of weapon afterwards found among the Mexi 
cans. There were copper bells, and other articles of the same 
metal, together with a rude kind of crucibk in which to melt 
it; various vessels and utensils neatly lormed of claj% of 
marble, and of ha^d wood; sheets and mantles of cotton, 
worked an(l dyed with various colours; great «quantities of 
cacao, a fruit as yet unknown to the Spanie^ds, but which, as 
they soon found, tho/natives held in great estimation, using it 
both as food and money. There was a beverage also extracted 
from maize or Indian com, resembling beer. Their pro¬ 
visions consisted of bread, made of maize, and roots of various 
kinds, similar to those of Hispaniola, Fresa^mmong these 
articles, Columbus collected such as were important to send 
as specimens to Spain, giving the natives European trinkets 
in exchange, with which they were highly satisfied. They 
ajjpeared to manifest neither astonishment nor alarm when on 
board of the vessels, and surrounded by people who must 
iiave been so strange and wonderful to them. The women 
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wore Tcantles, with which they wrapped theinsclvea, like the 
female Moors of Granaita, and the men had cloths of cotton 
round their loins. Both sexes appeared more particular<ibout 
these coverings, and to have a quicker sense of personal 
modesty, than any Indians Columbus had yet discovered. 

These circumstances, together with the superiority of their 
implements and manufactures, were held by the admiral as 
indications that he was approaching more civilized nations. 
He endeavoured to gain particular information from these 
Indians about the surrounding countries; but as they spoke 
a different language from that of his interpreters, he could 
understand them but imperfectly. They informed him that 
they had just arrived from a country, rich, cultivated, and 
industrious, situated to the west. They endeavoured to im¬ 
press him with an idea of the wealth and magnificence of the 
regions, and the people in that quarter, and urged him to 
steer in that direction. Well would it have been for Columbus 
i)ad he followed theif advice. Within a day or two he would 
have arrived at Yucatan; the discovery of Mexico and the 
other opulent countries o# New Spain would have necessarily 
ff)llo\vcd; the Southern Ocean would have been disclosed to 
him, and a succession of splendid discoveries would have shed 
IVesli glory on his declining age, instead of its sinking amidst 
gl(X)m, neglect, and disappointment. ^ 

The admiral's whole mind, however, was at present intent 
upon discovering the strait. As the countrief described by 
the Itdiuns lay to ^Sie west, he supposed that he could easily 
visit them at some future time, by runnii% with the trade 
winds along the coast of Cuba, which he imagined must 
continue 'On, so as ^ join them. At present he was deter¬ 
mined to seek the^ain-land, the mountj^'ns of which were 
visible to the south,- and apparently not many leagues distant :* 
by keeping along it steadfiistly to the east, he must at length 
arrive to where he supposed it to be severed from the coast 
(.if Paria by an.^ntervcning strait; and passing through this, 
he should soon make his way to the Spice Islands and the richest 
parts of India, f 

He was encouraged the more to persist in his eastern course 
by information from the Indians, that there were many places 
in that direction which abounded with gold. Much of the 

* Journal of Porraa, Navarrete, 1.1. 

Las Casas, lib. ii. c. 20. Letter of Columbus 'rom Jamsioa. 
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information ■whicli he gathered among these people, was 
derived from an old man more intelligent than the rest, wlio 
appetyred to be an ancient navigator of these seas. Columbus 
retained him to serve as a g:uide along the coast, and dismissed 
his companions with many presents. 

Leaving the island of Guanaja, he stood southwardly for 
the main-land, and, after sailing a few leagues, discovered a 
cape, to which he gave the name of Caxinas, from its being 
covered with fruit-trees, so called by the natives. It is at 
present known as Cape Honduras. Here, on Sunday, tin* 
14th of August, the Adelantado landed with the captains of 
the caravels and many of the seamen, to attend mass, whieli 
was performed under the trees on the sea-shore, according tt> 
the pious custom of the admiral, ^whenever circumsfrinces 
would p6rmit. On the 17th, the Adelantado again landed at 
a river about fifteen miles from the point, on the bank of 
which he displayed the banners of Castile, taking possession 
of the country in the name of their Catholic Majesties; from 
which circumstance he named this the River of Possession.* 

At this place they found upwards of a hundred Indians as¬ 
sembled, laden with bread and maize, fish and fowl, vege¬ 
tables and fruits of various kinds. These they laid down ns 
presents before the Adelantado and his party, and drew ba(.‘k 
to a distance without speaking a word. The Adelantado dis¬ 
tributed among them vafious trinkets, with which they were 
w^ell pleased, aad appeared the next day in the same place, in 
greater numbers, with still more abund^mt supplies of pro¬ 
visions. r 

The natives of this neighbourhood, and for a considerable 
distance Eastward, had higher foreheads tha'n those of the 
islands. They were of different languag<^s, and varied fr om 
each other in their decorations. Some were entirely naked ; 
and their bodies were marked by means of fire with the 
figures of various animals. Some wore coverings about the 
loins ; others short cotton jerkins without sleeves: some wore 
tresses of hair in front. The chieftains hadiSSps of white or 
coloured cotton.'- When arrayed for any festival, they painted 
their faces black, or with stripes of various colours, or with 
circles round the eyes. The old Indian guide assured the ad¬ 
miral that many of them were cannibals. In one part of the 
coast the natives had their ears bored, and hideously dis- 
* Jounial of Porras, Navarrete, Collec., t L 
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tf’nded; which caused the Spaniards to call that region la 
Coafa de la On^'a, or “ the Coast of the Ear.’’* 

From the lliver of ^^osscssion, Columbus proceeded along 
what is at present called the coast of Honduras, beating 
against contrary winds, and struggling with currents, which 
swept from the east like the constant stream of a river. lie 
often lost in one tack whiit he had laboriously gained in two, 
frequently making but two leagues in a* day, and never more 
than five. At night he anchored under the land, through 
fear of proceeding along an unknown cojist in t|;^e dark, but 
was often forced out to sea by the violence of the currents.f 
In all this time he experienced the same kind of weather that 
had prevailed on the coaf^t of Hispaniola, and had attended 
him more or less for upwards of sixty days. There was, he 
says, almost an incessant tempest of the heavens, with heavy 
rains, and such thunder and lightning, that it seemc'd as if the 
end of the world was at hand. Those who know anything of 
the drenching rains and rending thunder of the tropics, will 
not think his description of tlie storms exaggerated. His 
vessels were strained so that their seams opened; the sails 
jind rigging were rent, h,nd the provisions were damaged by 
the rain^ and by the leakage. The sailors were exhausted 
with labour, and harassed with terror. They many times 
confessed their sins to each other, and prepared for death. 
“ I have seen many tempests,” sajip Columbus, “ but none so 
violent or of such long duration.” He alludes to the whole 
scries of storms for upwards of two months, since he had been 
refifscd Shelter at San Domingo. During a great part of this 
time, he had suffered extremely from the gout, aggravated by 
his watchfulness and anxiety. Ilis illness did not prevent 
his attending to duties ; he had a small cabin or chamber 
constructed on the stern, whence, even'-.vjien confined to his 
bed, he could keep a look-out and regulate the sailing of the 
ships. Many times he was so ill that he thought his end ap¬ 
proaching. His anxious mind was distressed about his 
brother the .^.dclantado, whom he had persuaded against his 
will to come on this expedition, and who wtis in the worst 
vessel of the squadron. He lamented also having brought 
with him his son Fernando, exposing him at so tender an age 
to such perils and hardships, although the youth bore them 

* Las Gasaa, lib. ii, c. 21. Hist, del Almirante, c. 90. ^ 

t Hist, del Almirante^ c. SO. 
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with the courage and fortitude of a veteran. Often, loo, his 
thoughts reverted to his son Diego, and the cares and per¬ 
plexities into which his death might pliinge him.* * * § At length, . 
after struggling for upwards of forty days since leaving the 
Cape of Honduras, to make a distance of about seventy 
leagues, they arrived on the 14th of September at a cape 
where the coast making an angle, turned directly south, so as 
to give them an eas^ wind and free navigation. Doubling 
the point, they swept off with flowing sails andT hearts filled 
with joy; ai^ the admiral, to commemorate this sudden relief 
from toil and peril, gave to tlie Cape the name of Gracias a 
Dios, or Thanks to God.f 

CHAPTER III.—[1503.] 

Aftbe doubling Cape Gracias a Dios, Columbus sailed 
directly south, along what is at present called the Mosquito 
shore. The land was of varied character, sometimes rugged, 
with craggy promontories and points stretching into the sea, 
at other places verdant and fertile, and watered by abundant 
streams. In the rivers grew immense reeds, sometimes of 
the thickness of a man’s thigh : they'abounde4 with fish and 
tortoises, and alligators basked on the banks. At one place 
Columbus passed a cluster of twelve small islands, on which 
grew a fruit resembling the lemon, on which account he called 
them the Limonares4 a 

After sailing ^bout sixty-two leagues along this coast, being 
greatly in want of wood and water, the squadron anchored on 
the 16th of Septeipbcr, near a copious river, up wliich’the 
boats were sent to jirocure the requisite supplies. As they 
were returning to their ships, a sudden swc![liiig of the sea, 
rushing in and encountering the rapid cul*^i 0 nt of the river, 
caused a violent coidmotion, in which one of the boats way 
swallowed up, and all on board perished. This melancholy 
event had a gloomy effect upon the crows, already dispirited 
and care-worn from the hardships they had endured, and Co¬ 
lumbus, sharing their dejection, gave the stremn the sinister 
name of Ml rio del Desastre, or the River of Disaster.§ 

* Letter from Jamaica. Navarrete, Collec., t. L 

t Las Casas, lib. ii. c. 21. Hist, del Almirante, c. 01. 

t P. Martyr, deoad. iii. lib. iv. These may We been the lime, s 
small nnd extremely aeid species of the lemon. 

§ Las Casas, lib. ii. o. 21. Hist, del Almirante, c. 9L Journal ot 
^ ’'wa. 
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Leaving this unlucky neighbourhood, they conticaed foi 
several days along the*coast, until finding both his ships and 
his people nearly disabled by the bufietings of the tempests, 
Columbus, on the 25th of September, cast anchor between a 
small island and the main-land, in what appeared a commo¬ 
dious and delightful situation. The island was covered with 
groves of palm-trees, cocoanut-trecs, bananas, and a delicate 
and fragrant fruit, which the admiral continually mistook for 
the mirabolanc of the East Indies. The fruits and flowers, 
and odoriferous shrubs of the island sent forth grateful per¬ 
fumes, so that Columbus gave it the name of La Huerta, or 
The Garden. It was called by the natives, Quiribiri. Im¬ 
mediately opposite, at ^ short league’s distance, was an In¬ 
dian village, named Cariari, situated on the bank of a beautifid 
river. The country around was fresh and verdant, finely di¬ 
versified by noble hills and forests, with trees of such height, 
that Las Casas sr.y^ they appeared to reach the skies. 

When the inhabitants beheld the ships, they gathered 
together on the coast, ai'med with bows and arrows, war- 
elubs, and lances, and prepaied to defend their shores. The 
Spaniards, however, made no attempt to land during that or 
the succeeding day, but remained quietly on board repairing 
the ships, airing and drying the damaged provisions, or re- 
jjosiug from the fatigues of the voyage. When the savages 
perceived that these wondei-ful beings, who had arrived in 
this strange mannpr on their coast, were perfectly pacific, and 
macle no movement to molest them, their hostility ceased, 
and curiosity predominated. They made various pacific sig¬ 
nals, waving' their mantles like banners, and inviting the 
Spaniards to lai;|^. Growing still more bold, they swam to 
the ships, bringing off mantles and tunics pf cotton, and orna¬ 
ments of the inferior sort of gold called guanin, which they 
wore about their necks. These they offered to the Spaniards. 
The admiral, however, forbade all trafi&c, making them pre¬ 
sents, but tailing nothing in exchange, wishing to impress 
them with a favourable idea of the liberality and disinterest¬ 
edness of the white men. The pride of the savages was 
touched at the refusal of their proffered gifts, and this sup¬ 
posed contempt for their manu&ctures and productions. 
They endeavoured to retaliate, by pretending like indifference. 
On returning to shore, they tied together all the European 
articles which had been given them, without retaining the 
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least trifle, and left them lying on the strand, where the 
Spaniards found them on a subsequent^day. 

Finding the strangers still declined to come on shore, the 
natives tried in every way to gain their confidence and dispel■ 
the distrust which their hostile demonstrations might ha^'o 
caused. A boat approaching the shore cautiously one day, in 
quest of some safe place to procure water, an ancient Indian, 
of venerable demeanour, issued from among the trees, bearing 
a white banner on the end of a shiff, and leading two girls, 
one about fourteen years of age, the other about eight, having 
j(‘wc]s of guanin about their necks. These he brought to the 
boat and delivered to the Spaniards, making signs that they 
were to be detained as hostages w^hile^the strangers should be 
on shore. Upon this the Spaniards sallied forth with con¬ 
fidence and filled their water-casks, the Indians remainmg at 
a distance, and dbserving the strictest care neither by w'ord 
nor movement to cause any new distrust.^ When the boats 
were about to return to the ships, the old Indian made signs 
that the young girls should be taken on board, nor would he 
admit of any denial. On entering the ships, the girls showed 
no signs of grief nor alarm, though surrounded by what to 
them must have been uncouth and formidable beings. Co¬ 
lumbus was careful that the confidence thus placed "in him 
should not be abused. Al>er feasting the young females, and 
ordering them Jo be clotlied and adorned with various orna¬ 
ments, he sent them on shore. The night, however, l\:id 
fallen, and the coa^t was deserted. They had to return to 
the ship, where they remained all night under the careful 
protection «of the admiral. The next morning he restored 
them to their friends. The old Indian jgeeived them witli 
joy, and manifested ^ grateful sense of the kina treatment 
they had experienced. In the evening, however, w'hen tlu^ 
boats went on shore, the young girls appeared, accompanied 
by a multitude of their friends, and returned all the prosentft 
they had received, nor could they be prevailedaiipon to retain 
any of them, although they must havv been precious in their 
eyes; so greatly was the pride of these savages piqued at 
having their gifts refused. 

On the following day, as the Adelantado approached th(' 
shore, two of the principal inhabitants, entering the water, 
took him out of the boat in their arms, and carrying him to 
land, seated him w^itb great ceremony on a grassy bank. Don 
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Bartholomew endeavoured to collect iitformatien from them 
respecting the countryi^and ordered the notjiry of the squadron 
to write down their repli('S. The latter immediately prepared 

ink, and paper, and proceeded to write; but no soono- 
did the Indians behold this strange and mysterious process 
than mistaking it for some necromantic speU intended to 
wrought upon them, they fled with terror. After some time 
they returned, cautiously scattering a fragrant powder in tho 
air, and burning some of it in such a direction that the smoke 
sliould be borne towards the Spaniards by the wind. This 
was apparently intended to counteract any baleful spell, for 
they' regarded the strangers as beings of a mysterious and 
supernatural order. 

I'he sailors looked up«n these coimter-channs of the Indians 
^vith equal distrust, and apprehended something of magic; 
nay, Fernando Columbus, who was present, and records tlie 
scene, appears to doubt whether these Indians were not 
versed in sorcery, and thus led to suspect it in others.’^ 

Indeed, not to conceal a fo’blc which was more charac¬ 
teristic of the superh^ition of the age than of the man, 

('olumbus himself entertained an idea of the kind, and assures 
the sovereigns, in his letter from Jamaica, that the people of 
t ’ariari and its vicinity arc great enchanters, and he intimates, 
that the two Indian girls who had visited his ship had magic 
powder concealed about their persons. Jle adds, that the 
sailors attributed all the delays and hardships experienced on 
that coast, to thek being under the influence of some evil 
spell, worked by the witchcraft of the natives, and that they 
still remained in that belief.t 

For several d^s the squadron remained at* this place, 
(luring which tiiiR the ships were examined and repaired, and 
tlie crews enjoyed repose and the recrcatbm of the land. The 

* Hist, del Almirante, c. 91. f Letter fmm Jamaica. 

h’ozx.—We find instances of the same kind of superstition in the 
work of MarcQ Polo, and as Columbus considered himself in tho vici¬ 
nity of the countries described by that traveller, he may have been 
influenced in this respect by his narrations. SpeaKing of the island of 
Soccotera (Socotra), Mareo Polo observes: "The inhabitants deal more 
m sorcery and witchcraft than any other people, although forbidden by 
tlieir archbishop, who excommunicates and anathematiites them for the 
sm. Of this, however, they make little account, and if any vessel be¬ 
longing to a pirate should iiyure one of theirs, they do not fail to lay 
him under a spell, sa that he cannot proceed on his ciuisc until he has 
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Adelantado, with n band of armed men, made excuisionR on 
shore to collect information. There was no pure gold to be 
met with here, all their ornaments were of guanin; but the 
natives assured the Adelantado, that, in proceeding along tlie 
coast, th6 ships would soon arrive at a conntry where goUr 
was in great abundance. 

In examining one of the villages, the Adelantado found, in 
a large house, several sepulchres. One contained a human 
body enbalmed: in another, there were two bodies wrapped 
in cotton, and so preserved as to be free from any disagree¬ 
able odour. They were adorned with the ornaments most 
precious to them when living; and the sepulchres were deco¬ 
rated with rude carvings and paintings representing various 
animals, and, sometimes, what appea^'cd to be intended for 
portraits of the deceased.'^ Throughout most of the savage 
tribes, there appears to have been great veneration for tlio 
dead, and an anxiety to preseiwc their remains undisturbed. 

When about to sail, Columbus seized seven of the people, 
two of whom, apparently the most iutelligcat, he selected te 
serve as guides; the rest he suffere^l to depart. His late 
guide he had dismissed wnth presents at Cape Gracias a Dios. 
The inhabitants of Cariari manifested unusual sensibility at 
this seizure of their countrymen. They thronged the shore, 
and sent off four of their principal men with presents to the 
ships, imploring the relcasef'of the prisoners. 

The admiral ivssured them that he only took their com¬ 
panions as guides for a short distance alpng the coast, gnd 
would restore tlieip soon in safety to their homes, lie 
ordered various presents to be given to the ambassadors; but 
neither his •promises nor gifts could soothe the grief and 
apprehension of the natives at beholding tlfSflr friends carried 
away by beings of '^hom they had such mysterious appre- 
hension8.t 

made satisfaction for the damage; and even although he should have a 
fair and leading wind, they have the power of causing it to change, and 
thereby obliging him, in spite of himself, to return to the island. They 
can in like manner, cause the sea to become calm, and at their will 
can raise tempests, occasion shipwrecks, and produce many other 
extraordinary effects that need not be particularized.”—Marco Polo, 
Book iii. cap. 35, Eng. translation by W. Marsden, 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 21. Hist, del Almirq^nte, cap. 91. 

t Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 21. Hj'aU del Almirante, cap. 91. Letter 
ef Columbus from Jaunaica. 



TOYAGl^ AliONQ COSTA BIOA. 


497 


CHAPTER IV.—[1502.] 

On the 5th of October, the squadron departed from Cariari, 
and sailed along what is at present called Costa Rica (or the 
Rich Coast), from the gold and silver mines found in after 
years among its mountains. After sailing about twenty-two 
leagues, the ships anchored in a great bay, about six leagues 
in length and three in breadth, full of islands, with channels 
opening between them, so as to present three or four entrances. 
It was called by the natives Caribaro,* and had been pointed 
out by the natives of Cariari as plentiful in gold. 

The islands were beautifully verdant, covered with groves, 
and sent forth the fragrance of fruits and flowers. The 
channels between them were so deep and free from roclts 
that the ships sailed along them, as if in canals in the streets 
of a city, the spars and rigging brusliiiig the overhanging 
branches of the trees. After anchoring, the boats landed on 
one of the islands,^where they found twenty canoes. The 
people were on shore among the ^rees. Being encouraged by 
the Indians of Cariari, who accompanied the Spaniards, they 
soon advanced with confldence. Here, for the first time on 
this coast, the Spaniards met with specimens of pure gold; 
the natives wearing large plates of it suspended round their 
necks by cotton cords; they had ornaments likew'ise of 
guanin, rudely shaped like eagles* One of them exchange<l 
a plate of gold, equal in value to ten ducats, fqjj: three hawks'- 
bells.f ^ 

On the following day, the boats proceede^l to the main-land 
at the bottom of the bay. The country around was high and 
rough, and the,villages were generally perched on the heights. 
They met with teyanoes of Indians, their heads decorated 
with garlands of flowers, and coronets formed of the claws of 
beasts and the quills of birds; J most of them had plates ot 
gold about their necks, but refused to part with them. The 
bpaniards brought two of them to the admiral to serve as 
guides. One bud a plate of pure gold worth fourteen ducats, 
another an eagle worth twenty-two, ducats. Seeing the great 
value which the strangers set upon this metal, they assmed 
them it was to be had in abundance within the distance of 

• In some English maps this bay is called Almirante, or Camabaco 
Bay. The channel by which Columbus entered is still called Boca del 
Almirante, or the Mouth of the Admiral. 

t Journal of Porras, Ifavarrete, t. L J P. Martyr, decad. iii. lib. v 
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two days* journey; and mentioned Yarious places along the 
coast, whence it was procured, particularly Veragua, which 
was about twenty-five leagues distant.* 

The cupidity of the Spaniards was greatly excited, and the^' 
would gladly have remained to barter, but the admiral dis¬ 
couraged all disposition of the kind. He barely soiiglit to ■ 
collect specimens and information of the riches of the country, 
and then pressed forward in quest of the great object of his 
enterprise, the imaginary strait. 

Sjiiling 6n the 17th of October, from this bay, or rather 
gulf, he began to coast this region of reputed w^ealth, since 
(•tilled the coast of Veragua; and after sailing about twelve 
ieagues, arrived at a large river, which his son Fernando calls 
the Guaig. Here, on the boats being sent to land, about two 
hundred Indians appeared on the shore, armed with clubs, 
lances, and swords, of palm-wood. The forests echoed with 
the sound of w'ooden drums, and the blasts of conch shells, 
their usual war signals. They rushed into the sea up to 
their waists, brandishing their weapons, and splashing the 
water at the Spaniards in token of defiance; but were soon 
pacified by gentle signs, and the intervention of the inter¬ 
preters ; and willingly bartered away their ornaments, gi'diig 
seventeen plates of gold, worth one hundred and fifty ducats, 
for a few toys and trifles.^ 

When the Spaniards returned the next day to renew their 
traffic, they fomid th(^ Indians relapsed into hostility, sound¬ 
ing their drums and shells, and rushing forward to attack the 
boats. An arro\^ from a cross-bow, which wounded one of 
them in Jlie arm, checked their fury, and on the discharge of 
a cannon, they fled wdth teiTor. Four of Spaniards sprang 
on shore, pursuing and calling after them.*^ I’hey threw' down 
their weapons, and came, awe-struck, and gentle as lambs, 
bringing three plates of gold, and meekly and thankfully 
receiving w'hatever was given in exchange. 

Continuing along the coast, the admiral anchored in the 
mouth of another river, called the Catiha. Here likewise the 
sound of drums and conchs from among the forests, gave 
notice that the warriors were assembling. A canoe soon 
came off with two Indians, who, after exchanging a few 
words with the interpreters, entered the admiral’s ship with 
fearless confidence; and being satisfied of the friendly inten- 
* Columbus’s Letter from Jamaica. 
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tions of the stranj^ers, returned to their cacique with a favour¬ 
able report. The bouts landed, and the Spaniards w(>re 
kindly received by the cacique. He was naked like his 
^subjects, nor distinguished in any way from them, except bv 
the great deference with which he was treated, and by a 
trifling attention paid to his personal comfort, being protected 
from a shower of fain by an immense leaf of a tree. He had 
a large plate of gold, which he readily gave in exchange, and 
permitted his people to do the same. Nineteen plates of purt* 
gold were procured at this place. Here, for the first time in 
the New World, the Spaniards met with signs of solid archi¬ 
tecture ; finding a great mass of stucco, formed of stone and 
lime, a piece of which was retained by the admiral as a 
specimen,* considering* it an indication of his approach to 
countries where the arts were in a higher state of cultivation. 

lie had intended to visit otlicr rivers along this coast, but 
the wind coming on to blow freshly, he ran before it, passing 
in sight of five t^wns, where his interpreters assured him ho 
might procure great quantities of gold. One they pointed 
out as Veragua, which Ifas since given its name to the whole 
juovince. Here, they said, w'crt? the richest mines, and here 
most of the plates of gold were fabricated. On the following 
day, they arrived opposite a village called Cubiga, and here 
C'olurnbus was informed that the country of gold terminated. ] 
He resolved not to return to explore it, considering it as dis¬ 
covered, and its mines secured to the crown, afld being anxious 
to Jtrrive at the supposed strait, which he flattered himself 
could be at no great distance. • * 

In fact, dqfing his whole voyage along the co§st, he hiul 
been under the u^ucnce of one of his frequent delusions 
From the Indians met with at the island of Guanaja, just 
arrived from Yucatan, he had received accounts of some great, 
and, as far as he could understand, civilized nation in the 
interior. This intimation had been corroborated, as ho inni- 
gined, by the various tribes with which he had since com¬ 
municated. In a subsequent letter to the sovereigns, he 
informs tJtiem' that all the Indians of this coast concurred 
in extolling the magnificence of the country of Ciguare, situated 
at ten days’ journey, by land, to the west. The people of 
that region wore crowns, and bracelets, and anklet's of gold, 
and garments embroidered with it. They used it for all thcii 
* Hist, del ilmirante, cap. 92. + Idem. 
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domestic purposes, even to tlie ornamenting and embossing of 
their seats and tables. On being shown coral, the Indians 
declared that the women of Ciguare wore bands of it about 
their heads and necks. Pepper and other spices being shown 
them, were equally said to abound there. They described it 
as a country of commerce, ♦with great fairs and seaports, in 
which ships arrived armed with cannon. The people wert 
warlike also, armed like the Spaniards with swords, bucklers, 
cuirasses, and cross-bows, and they were mounted on horses. 
Above all, Columbus understood from them that the sea con¬ 
tinued roimd to Ciguare, and that ten days beyond it was the 
Ganges. 

I'hese may have been vague and wandering rumours con¬ 
cerning the distant kingdoms of Mexico and Peru, and many 
of the details may have been filled up by the imagination of 
Cblumbus. They made, however, a strong, impression ol 
liis mind. He supposed that Ciguare must be some province 
belonging to the Grand Khan, or some other* eastern potentat(s 
and as the sea reached it, he concluded it was on the opposite 
side of a peninsula: bearing the samfi position with respect to 
Veragua that Fontarabia does with Tortosa in Spain, or Pisa 
with Venice in Italy. By proceeding farther eastward, then;- 
fore, he must soon arrive at a strait, like that of Gibraltar, 
through which he could p^iss into another sea, and visit this 
country of Ciguare, and, of course, arrive at the banks of the 
Ganges. He accounted for the circumstance of his having 
arrived so near to that river, by fhe idea which he had long 
entertained, that gf^ographers were mistaken as to the circum¬ 
ference of ;the globe ; that it vy^as smaller than*was generally 
imagined, and that a de^ee of the equin^tial line was hut 
fifty-six miles and^two-thirds.* 

With these ideas Columbus determined to press forward, 
leaving the rich country of Veragua unexplored. Nothing 
could evince more clearly his generous ambition, than hurry¬ 
ing in this brief manner along a coast where wealth was to 
be gathered at every step, for the purpose of seeking a strait 
which, however it might produce vast benefit to mankind, 
could yield little else to himself than the glory of the dis¬ 
covery 

CHAPTER V.—[1502.1 

On the 2nd of November, the squadron anchored in a s]):i- 
Letter of Columbus from Jamaica. Navarrete Collec., tom. i. 
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cious and commodious harbour, where the vessels could ni>- 
proach close te the sho^ without danger. It was surrounded 
by an elevated country; open and cultivated, with houses 
within bow-shot of each other, surrounded by fi-uit-trccs, 
j^TOves of palms, and fields producing maize, vegetables, and 
the delicious pine-apple, so that the whole neighbourhood huvl 
the mingled appearance of orchard and garden. Columbus 
was so pleased with the excellence of the harbour, and the 
sweetness of the surrounding country, that lie gave it the 
name of Puerto Bello.* It is one of the few places along this 
coast which retain the appellation given by the illustrious dis¬ 
coverer. It is to be regretted that they have so generally 
been discontinued, as they were so often records of his feel¬ 
ings, and of circumstancfis attending the discovery. 

For seven days they were detained in this port by heavy 
rain and stormy weather. The natives repaired from all 
quarters in canoes, bringing fruits and vegetables and balls of 
(jotton, but there was no longer gold offered in traffic. The 
cacique, and seven of his principjv ebiefiains, had small plates 
of gold hanging in theij noses, but the rest of the natives 
appear to have been destitute of all ornaments of the kind. 
They were generally naked and painted red; the cacique 
alone was painted black.f 

Sailing hence on the 9th of November, they proceeded 
eight leagues to the eastward, to ^he point since known as 
Nombre deDios; but being driven back foi%8ome distance, 
they anchored in a harbour in the vicinity of three small 
islarrds. These, with the adjacent countryiof the main-land, 
were cultivated with fields of Indian com, and various fruits 
and vegetables? whence Columbus called the harbflar Puerto 
de Bastimentos, orllPort of Provisions. Here they remained 
until the 23rd, endeavouring to repair their vessels,’ which 
leaked excessively. They were pierced in idl parts by the 
teredo or worm which abounds in the tropical seas. It is of 
the size of a man’s finger, and bores through the stoutest 
planks and timbers, so as soon to destroy any vessel that is 
not well coppered. After leaving this port, they touched 
at another called Guiga, where above three hundred of the 
natives appeared on the shore, some with provisions, and 
some with golden ornaments, which they offered in barter. 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap, 23 Hist, del Almirante. 

t Peter Martyr, decad. iii. lib. iv. 
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Without making any stay, however, the admiral urged his 
way forward ; but rough and adverse jvinds again obliged him 
to take shelter in a small port, with a narrow entrance, not 
above twenty paces wide, beset on each side with reefs of 
rocks, the sharp points of which rose above the surface. 
Within, there was not room for more than five or six ships ; 
yet the port was so deep, that they had no good anchorage, 
unless they approached near enough to the land for a man to 
leap on shore. 

From the smallness of the hai-bour, Columbus gave it the 
name of El Retrete, or The Cabinet. He had been betrayed 
into this inconvenient and dangerous port by the misrepre- 
scntation.s of ths seamen sent to examine it, who were always 
eager to come to anchor, and have •communication with the 
shore.* 

The adjacent country was level and verdant, covered with 
herbage, but with few trees. The port was infested with 
alligators, which basked in the sunshine wn the beach, filling 
the air with a powerful and musky odour. They were timorous, 
and fled on being attacked, but thc^Indians affirmed that if 
they found a man sleeping on the shore they would seize and 
arag him into the water. These alligators Columbus pro¬ 
nounced to be the same as the crocodiles of the Nile. For 
nine days the squadron was detained in this port, by tempes¬ 
tuous weather. The natifes of this place were tall, well pro¬ 
portioned, and graceful; of gentle and friendly manners, and 
brought whatever they possessed to exchange for European 
trinkets. • 

As long as the admiral had control over the actions of his 
people, th6 Indians were treated with justice*and kindness, 
and everything went on amicably. The ^inity of the ships 
to land, however,* enabled the seamen to get on shore in the 
night without license. The natives received them in their 
dwellings with their accustomed hospitality; but the rough 
adventurers, instigated by avarice and lust, soon committ(’d 
excesses that roused their generous hosts to revenge. Every 
night there were brawls and fights on shore, and blood was 
shed on both sides. The number of the Indians daily aug¬ 
mented by arrixals from the interior. They became more 
powerful and daring as they became more exasperated; and 
seeing that the vessels lay close to the shore, approached in a 
great multitude to attack them. 

* J<aB Casas, lib ii. cap. 23. ist. del Aluirante, cap, 02. 
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The admiral thoufjht at first to disperse them by cliscliai ijii;^ 
cannon without ball, Jjut they were not intimidated by tne 
sound, regarding it as a kind of harmless thunder. They 
replied to it by yells and bowlings, beating their lances and 
^lubs against the trees and bushes in furious menace. The 
situation of the ships so close'to the shore ’exposed them to 
assaults, and made the hostility of the natives unusually 
formidable. Columbus ordered a shot or two, therefore, to he 
discharged among them. When they saw the havoc mad(', 
they fled in terror, and offered no further hostility.* 

The continuance of stormy winds from the east and the 
north-east, in addition to the constant opposition of the cur¬ 
rents, disheartened the companions of Columbus, and they 
began to murmm* agakist any further prosecution of tlie 
voyage. The seamen thought that some hostile spell was 
operating, and the commanders remonstrated against attempt¬ 
ing to force their way in spite of the elements, with shi])s 
crazed and worm-eaten, and continually in need of repair. 
Few of his companions could sympathize with Columbus in 
his zeal for mere discoy^ry. They were actuated by morii 
gainful motives, and looked back with regret on the rich 
coast they had loft behind, to go in search of an imaginary 
strait. It is probable that Columbus himself began to doubt 
the object of his enterprise. If he knew the details of the 
recent voyage of Ilastides, he must*have been aware that he 
had arrived from an opposite quarter to about the place 
wlnyre that navigator’s exploring voyage from the east had 
terminated; consequently that there was b*'t little probability 
of the existence of the strait he had imagined.* 

At all evenfs, he determined to relinquish the fdrther pro- 

• Las Casas, lib. i?^ap. 28. Hist, del Almirante, cap. 92. 

+ It appears doubtful whether Columbus was acquainted with the 
exact particulars of that voyage, as they could SGjtftely have reached 
Spain previously to his sailing. Bastides had been l^ed in Hispaniola 
by Bobadilla, and was on board of that very fleet which was wrecked at 
the time that Columbus arrived off San Domingo. He escaped the fate 
tliat attended most of his companions, and returned to Spain, where ho 
was rewarded by the sovereigns for his enterprise. Though some of Ins 
seamen had reached Spain previous to the sailing of Columbus, aud 
bad given a general idea of the voyage, it is doubtful whether he had 
transmitted his papers and charts. Porras, in his journal of the voyage 
of Columbus, states that they arrived at the place where the discoveries 
of Bastides terminated; but this information he may have obtained 
subsequently at San Domingo. 
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secution of his voyage eastward for the present, and to return 
to the coast of Veragua, to search for tjaose mines of which he 
liad heard so much, and seen so many indications. Should 
they prove equal to his hopes, he would have wherewithal to 
return to Spain in triumph and silence the reproaches of his^ 
enemies, even thdugh he should fail in the leading object of 
his expedition. 

Here, then, ended the lofty anticipations which had elevated 
Columbus above all mercenary interests; which had made him 
regardless of hardships and perils, and given an heroic cha¬ 
racter to the early j)art of this voyage. It is true, he had 
been in pursuit of a mere chimera, but it was the chimera of 
a splendid imagination and a penetrating judgment. If he 
was disappointed in his expectation of finding a strait through 
the Isthmus of Darien, it was because Nature herself had 
been disappointed, for she appears to have attempted to mak 
one, but to have attempted it in vain. 

CHAPTER VI.—[ 1502 !]' 

On the 5th of December, Columbiv’. sailed from El Retrete, 
and relinquishing his course to the east, returned westward m 
search of the gold mines of Veragua. On the same evening 
he anchored in Puerto Bello, about ten leagues distant, whence 
departing on the succeeding day, the wind suddenly veered to 
the west, and began to Blow directly adverse to the new 
course he had adopted. For three months he had been long¬ 
ing in vain for such a wind, and now it came merely to oon- 
tradict him. Heretwas a temptation to resume his route to 
ilic east, but he did not dare trust to the continuance of the 
wind, which in these parts appeared but sddona to blow from 
that quarter. He resolved, therefore, to l^p on in the pre¬ 
sent direction, ^Sting that the breeze would soon change 
again to the eadl|^rd. 

In a little while the wind began to blow with dreadful vio¬ 
lence, and to shift about in such a inanner as to baffle all 
sean\anship. Unable to reach Veragua, the ships were obliged 
to put back to Puerto Bello, and when they would have en¬ 
tered that harbour a sudden veering of the gale drove them 
from the land. For nine days they were blown and tossed 
about at the mercy of a furious tempest, in an unlmown sea, 
and often exposed to the awful perils of a lee shore. It is 
ivonderful that such open vessels, so crazed and decayed, could 
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outliw such a commotion of the dements. Nowhere is a 
Ptonii so awful as bet\^‘en the tropics. The sea, according to 
the description of Columbus, boiled at times like a cauldron; 
at other times it i^n in mountain waves, covered with foam. 
At night the raging billows resembled great surges of flame, 
owing to those luminous particles which cover the surface of 
the water in these seas, and throughout the whole course of 
the Gnlf Stream. For a day and night the heavens glowed as 
a furnace with the incessant flashes of lightning, while the 
loud claps of thunder were often mistaken by the affrighted 
mariners for signal guns of distress from their foundering 
companions. During the w^hole time, says Columbus, it 
poured down from the skies, not rain, but as it were a second 
deluge. The seamen were almost drowned in their open ves¬ 
sels. Haggard with toil and affright, some gave themselves 
b 'er for lost; they confessed their sins to each other accord¬ 
ing to the rites of the Catholic religion, and prepared them¬ 
selves for death; many, in their desperation, called upon 
death as a welcome relief from such overwhelming horrors. 
In the midst of this wild tumult of the elements, they beheld 
a new object of alarm; the ocean in one place b('came strangely 
agitated; the water was whirled up into a kind of pyramid or 
cone, while a livid cloud, tapering to a point, bent down to 
meet it. Joining together, they fopned a vast column, which 
rapidly approached the ships, spinning alon^ the surface of 
the deep, and drawing up the waters with a rushing sound. 
'ITic affrighted mariners, when they beheld this water-spout 
advancing towards them, despaired^of all human means to 
avert it, and,, began to repeat passages from St John the 
Evangelist. The isater-spout passed close by the ships with¬ 
out injuring thefii, and the trembling mariners attributed 
their escape to the miraculous efficacy of Jj^eir quotations 
from the Scriptures.* ^ 

In this same night they lost sight of one of the caravels, 
and for three dark and stormy days gave it up for lost. At 
length, to their great relief, it rejoined the squadron, having 
lost its boat, and been obliged to cut its cable, in an attempt 
to anchor on a boisterous coast, and having since been driven 
to and fro by the storm. For one or two days there was an 
interval of calm, and the tempest-tossed mariners had time to 
breathe. They looked upon this tranquillity, however, af' 
* Las Casas, lib. ii cap. 24. Hist- del Almiraste, cap. 90. 

2 L 
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deceitful, and in their gloomy mood beheld every thing niih 
n doubtful and foreboding eye, Greatt-numbers of sharks, so 
abundant and ravenous in these latitudes, were seen about the 
ships. This was construed into an evil omen; for among the 
superstitions of the seas, it is believed that these voracious 
fish can smell dead bodies at a distance; that they have a 
kind of presentiment of their prey, and keep about vassels 
which have sick persons on board, or which are in danger of 
being wrecked. Several of these fish they caught, using 
large hooks fastened to chains, and scmietimes baited merely 
with a piece of coloured cloth. From the maw of one they 
toolv out a living tortoise; from that of another the head of a 
shark, recently thi*own from one of the shi]^; such is the in¬ 
discriminate voracity of these terrors t>f the ocean. Notwith¬ 
standing their superstitious fancies, the seamen were glad to 
use a part of these sharks for food, being very short of pr'- ■ 
visions. The length of the voyage bad consumed the greater 
part of their sea stores; the heat and hunadity of the climate, 
and the leakage of the ships, had damaged the remainder, and 
their biscuit was so filled with worms, that notwithstanding 
their hunger they were obliged to eat it in the dark, lest theii 
stomachs should revolt at its appearance.* 

At length, on the IVth, they were enabled to enter a port 
resembling a great canal, where they enjoyed three days of 
repose. The natives of this vicinity built their cabins in trees, 
on stakes or jJoles laid from one branch to another. The 
Spaniards supposed this to be through the fear of wild beasts, 
or of surprisals from neighbouring tribes; the different nations 
of these coasts being extremely hostile to one another. It 
may have been a precaution against in\pdations caused by 
floods from the mountains. After leaving this port, they 
were driven backwards and forwards by the changeable and 
tempestuous winds until the day after Christmas, when they 
sheltered themselves in another port, where they remained 
until the 3rd of January, 1503, repairing one of the caravels, 
and procuring wood, water, and a supply of maize or Indian 
com. These measures being completed, they again put to 
sea, and on the day of Epiphany, to their great joy, anchored 
at the mouth of a river called by the natives Yebra, within a 
league or two of the river Veragua, and in the countiy said te 
be so rich in mines. To this river, firom arriving at it cn ihf 

* Hist, dal AlirknaiU. cap^ M 
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day of Epiphany, Columbus gave the hame of Belen or Both- 
Ichciii- • 

For nearly a month he had endeavoured to arcompllsh the 
voyage from Puerto Bello to Veragua, a distance of about 
thirty leagues, and had encountered so many troubles and 
adversities, from changeable winds and currents, and bois¬ 
terous tempests, that he gave this intermediate line of sea 
board the name of La Costa de los Contrastes\ or The Coast o 
Contradictions.'^ 

Columbus immediately ordered the mouths of the Belen, 
and of its neighbouring river of Veragua, to be sounded. 'J’ho 
latter proved too shallow to admit his vessels, but the Behui 
was somewhat deeper, and it was thought they might enter it 
with safety. Seeing a village on the banks of the Belen, the 
^dmiral sent the boats on shore to procure information. Or. 
tl.eir approach, the inhabitants issued forth with weapons in 
hand to oppose their landing, but were readily pacified. 
l"hey seemed unwilling to give any intelligence about the 
gold mines, but on being importuned, declared that they lay 
in the vicinity of the riter of Veragua. To that river the 
boats were dispatched on the following day ; they met with 
the reception so frequent along this coast, where many of 
the tribes were fierce and warlike, and are supposed to have 
been of Carib origin. As the boats entered the river, the 
natives sallied forth in their canoes, and othe|^s assembled in 
menacing style on the shores. The Spaniards, however, had 
brought with them an Indian of that coast^who put an end to 
this show of hostility by assuring his coiiUtrymen that the 
strangers camg only to trsxffic with them. • 

The various accoiKits of the riches of these parts appeared 
to be confirmed b^ what the Spaniards saw^d heard among 
these people. They procured in exchange for the veriest 
trifles, twenty plates of gold, with several pipes of the same 
metal and crude masses of ore. The Indians informed them 
that the mines lay among distant mountains, and that when 
they went in quest of it Qiey were obliged to practice rigorous 
fasting and continence.f 

* Hist del Almirante, cap. 04. 

t A superstitious notion with respect to gold appears to have been 
very prevalent among the natives. The Indians of Hispaniola observed 
the same privations when they sought for it, abstaining from food and 
from sexual intercourse. Coiuznbus, who seemed to look upon gold w 

2 L 2 
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The favourable repo^rt brought by the boats determined the 
admiral to remain in the neighbourhood. The river Helen 
having the greatest depth, two of the caravels entered it on 
the 9th of January, and the two others on the following day at 
high tide, which on that coast does not rise above half a 
fathom.* I’he natives came to them in the most friendly 
manner, bringing gi*eat quantities of fish, with which that 
river abounded ; they brought also golden ornaments to traffic, 
but continued to afiirm that Veragua was the place whence 
the ore was procured. 

The Adelantado, with his usual activity and enterprise, set 
off on the third day, with the boats well armed, to ascend llu^ 
Veragua about a league and a half, to the residence of Qui- 
bian, the principal cacique. The Chieftain, hearing of his 
intention, met him near the entrance of the river, attended bv 
his subjects, in several canoes. He was tall, of powcivjl 
frame, and warlike demeanor: the interview was extremely 
amicable. The cacique presented the Adelantado with tlie 
golden ornaments which he wore, and received as magnificent 
presents a few European trinkets. 'I'hey parted mutually well 
pleased. On the following day Quibian visited the ships, 
where he was hospitably entertained by the admiral. They 
could only communicate by signs, and as the chieftain was of 
a taciturn and cautious c|;»aracter, the interview was not of 
long duration. Columbus made him several presents; the 
followers of thfe cacique exchanged many jewels of gold for 
the usual trifles, and Quibian returned without much ceremony 
to his home. •* 

On the^24th of January, there was a sudden^swelling of tlie 
river. The waters came rushing from tlv> interior like a vast 
torrent; the ,,ships were forced from thdir anchors, tossed 
from side to side, and driven against each other; the foremast 
of the admiral’s vessel was carried away, and the whole 
squadron was in imminent danger of shipwreck. While ex¬ 
posed to this peril in the river, they were prevented from 
running out to sea by a violent storm, and by the breakers 

one of the sacred and mystic treasures of the earth, wi^cd to encourage 
similar observ'ances among the Spaniards; exhorting them to purify 
themselves for the research of the mines hy fasting, prayer, and chastity. 
It is scarcely necessary to add, that hii^ advice was but little attended to 
by his rapacious and sensual followers. 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 95. 
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which heat upon the bar. This sudden rising of the river, 
Columbus attributed tg some heavy fall of rain among a range 
of distant mountains, to which he had given the name of the 
mountains of San,Christoval. The highest of these rose to a 
peak far above the clouds.* 

The weather continued extremely boisterous for several 
days. At length, on the 6th of February, the sea being 
tolerably calm, the Adelantado, attended by sixty-eight men 
well armed, proceeded in the boats to explore the Veragua. 
and seek its reputed mines. When he ascended the river and 
drew near to the village of Quibian, situated on the side of a 
hill, the cacique came down to the bank to "neet him, with a 
great train of his subjects, unarmed, and making signs of 
j)eace. Quibian was naked, and painted after the fashion of 
the country. One of his attendants drew a great stone out 
Iqf the river, and washed and rubbed it carefully, upon which 
lue chieftain spated himself as upon a throiie.f He received 
the Adolanti'ido wkh great courtesy; for the lofty, vigorous, 
and iron foim of the latter, and his look of resolution and 
command, were calcuh^ed to inspire awe and respect in an 
Indian warrior. The cacique, however, w'as wary and politic, 
llis jealousy was awakened by the intrusion of tliese strangers 
into his territories; but he saw the futility of any open attempt 
to resist them. He acceded to the Avishes of the Adelantado, 
therefore, to visit the interior of his dominions, and furnished 
him with three guides to conduct him to thegnines. 

Leaving a number of his men to guard the boats, the Ade¬ 
lantado departed on foot with the remqjuder. After pene¬ 
trating into the interior about four leagues and a half, they 
slept for the lirst night on the banks of a river, which seemed 
to water the whql^ country with its windings, as they had 
crossed it upwards of forty times. On th» second day, they 
proceeded a league and a half farther, and arrived among 
thick forests, where thqir guides informed them the mines 
were situated. In fact, the whole soil appeared to be impreg¬ 
nated with gold. They gathered it from among the roots 
of the trees, which were of an immense height, and magnifi- 
«cnt foliage. In the space of two hours each man had col¬ 
lected a little quantity of gold, gathered from the surface cf 
ihe earth. Hence the guides took the Adelantado to tho 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 25. Hist, del Almirante, cap, 95. 

f Peter Martyr, decad. iii. lib. iv. 
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summit of a high hill, and showing him an extent of country 
as far as the eye could reach, assured him that the whole of 
it, to the distance of twenty days’journey westward, abounded 
in gold, naming to him several of the principal places.* The 
Adelantado gazed with enraptured eye over a v^st wilderness 
of continued forest, where only here and there a bright 
column of smoke from amidst the trees, gave sign of some 
savage hamlet, or solitary wigwam, and the wild unappropri¬ 
ated aspect of this golden country delighted him more than 
if he had beheld it covered with towns and cities, and adorned 
with all the graces of cultivation. He returned with his 
party, in high spirits to the ships, and rejoiced the admiral 
with the favourable report of his expedition. It was soon 
discovered, however, that the politic^ Quibian.had decjcived 
them. His guides, by his instructions, had taken the Span¬ 
iards to the mines of a neighbom*ing cacique with whom hq 
was at war, hoping to divert them into the territories of his 
enemy. The real mines of Veragua, it was said, were nearer, 
and much more wealthy. 

Tlie indefatigable Adelantado set forth again on the 16th 
of February, wdth an armed band of fifty-nine men, marching 
along the coast westivard, a boat with fourteen men keeping 
pace with him. In this excursion he explored an extensive 
tract of country, and visited the dominions of various caciques, 
by whom he was hospitably entertained. He met continu¬ 
ally with proofs^of abundance of gold ; the natives generally 
M'earing great plates of it suspended round their necks by 
cotton cords. Th^re were tracts of land, also, cultivated 
with Indian com,—one of which continued for the extent ol 
six leagues*; and the country abounded with excellent fruits. 
He again heard of a nation in the intend?,, advanced in arts 
and arms, wearing clothing, and being armed like the Span¬ 
iards. Either these were vague and exaggerated rumours 
concerning the great empire of Peru, or the Adelantado had . 
misunderstood the signs of his informants. He returned, 
after an absence of several days, with a great quantity of 
gold, and with animating accounts of the country. He had 
found no port, however, equal to the river of Belen, and was 
convinced that gold was nowhere to be met with in such 
abundance as in the district of Veragua. j 

* Letter of the Admiral from Jamaica. 

t Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 25. Hist, del Almirante. can. 95. 
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CHAPTER VII.—[1503.1 

The reports brought to Columbus, from every side, of the 
wealth of the neighlft>urhood; the golden tract of twenty 
days’ journey in extent, shown to his brother from the moim- 
tain; the rumours of a rich and civilized country at no great 
distance, all convinced him that he had reached one of the 
most favoured parts of the Asiatic continent. Again his 
ardent mind kindled .up with glowing anticipations. He fan¬ 
cied himself aixived at a fountain-head of, riches, at one of 
the sources of the unbounded wealth of King Solomon. 
Josephus, in his work on the antiqiiities of tlie Jews, had ex¬ 
pressed an opinion, that the gold for the building of the 
temple of Jeiusalem had been procured from the mines of tlie 
Aurca Chersonesus. Columbus supposed the mines of Vera- 
gua to be the same. I'hqy lay, as he observed, “ wdtliin the 
^sanie distance from the pole and from the line;” and if the 
lAformation which be fancied he had received from the Indians 
was to Imc depended on, they were situated about the same 
distance from the Ganges.* 

Here, then, it appeared to him, w^as a place at wdiieh to 
found ? colony, and es^blish a mai't that should become the 
emporium of a vast tract of mines. Within the two first 
days after his arrival in the country, as he wrote to the 
sovereigns, he had seen more signs of gold tlian in Hispa¬ 
niola during four years. That isWd, so long the object of 
his pride and hopes, had been taken from him, and w’as a 
scene of confusion; the pearl coast of Paria*was ravaged by 
mere adventurers; all his plans concerning both had been 
defeated; but here was a far more wealth^ region than either, 
and one caUulated to console him for all his .wrongs and 
deprivations. 

On consulting with his brother, therefore, he resolved im¬ 
mediately to commence an establishment here, for the purpose 
of securing the possession of the country, arid exploring and 
working the mines. TTie Adelantado agreeu to remain with 
the greater part of the people, while the adnuiral should return 
to Spain for reinforcements and supplies. The greatest dis¬ 
patch was employed in carrying this plim into immediate 
operation. Eighty men were selected to remain. They were 
ficporatcd into parties of about ten each, and commenced 

* Letter of Coiumbas from Jamaica. 
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building bouses on a small eminence, situated on the bank of 
a creek, about a bow-shot within the mouth of the river Helen. 
The houses were of wood, thatched wilJIi the lefives of palm- 
tees. One larger than the rest was to serve as a magazine, 
to receive their ammunition, artillery, and a part of their 
provisions. The principal part was stored, for greater secu¬ 
rity, on board one of the caravels, which was to be left for 
the use of £he colony. It was true they had but a scanty 
supply of European stores remaining, consisting chiefly of 
biscuit, cheese, pulse, wine, oil, and vinegar; but the country 
produced bananas, plantains, pine-apples, cocoa-nuts, and 
other fruit. There was also maize in abundance, together with 
various roots, such as were found in Hispaniola. The rivers 
and sea-coast abounded with fish. The natives, too, made 
beverages of vaiious kinds. One from the juice of the pine- 
ap})le, having a vinous flavour ; another from maize, resem -1 
blirig beer; aiidnuothcr from the fruit of a species of paln/’^ 
tree.* There appeared to be no danger, therefore, of sufler- 
ing from famine. Columbus took pains to conciliate the good¬ 
will of the Indians, that they might supply the wants of the 
colony during his absence, and he lAade many presents to 
Quibian, by way of reconciling him to this inti'usion into his 
territories.f 

The necessary arrangements being made for the colony, 
and a number of the houses being roofed, and sufficiently 
finished for occupation, the , admiral prepared for his depar¬ 
ture, when an unlooked-for obstacle presented itself. The 
heavy rains which had so long distressed him during this 
expedition had recently ceased. The torrents from the moun¬ 
tains were ^ver; and the river which had once put him to 
such peril by its sudden swelling, had now Jte^corae so shallow, 
that there was not, above half a fathom water on the bar. 
Though his vessels were small, it was impossible to draw them 
over the sands, which choked the mouth of the river, for 
there was a swell rolling and tumbling upon them, enough 
to dash his worm-eaten barks to pieces. He was obliged, 
therefore, to wait with patience, and pray for the return of 
those rains which he had lately deplored. 

In the meantime, Quibian beheld, vrith secret jealousy and 
indignation, these strangers erecting habitations, and mani¬ 
festing an intention of establishing themselves in his terrilo- 
* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 96. t hetier from Jamaica. 



CONSPIHACT OF THE NATIVES. 5r3‘ 

rips. He was of a bold and warlike spirit, and bad a j>^reat 
force of wari'iors at Ijjs command; and being ignorant of the 
vast superiority of the Europeans in the art of war, thought 
it easy, by a welhconcerted artifice, to overwhelm and destroy 
them. He sent messengers round, and ordered all his fight¬ 
ing men to assemble at his residence on the river Veragua, 
under pretext of making war upon a neighbouring province. 
Numbers of the warriors, in repairing to his head-quarters, 
passed by the harbour. No suspicions of their real design 
were entertained by Columbus or his officers; but their move¬ 
ments attracted the attention of the chief notary, Diego 
Mendez, a man of a shrewd and prying character, and zea¬ 
lously devoted to the admiral. Doubting some treachery, he 
communicated his sm^njif^cs to Columbus, and ofiert^d to coast 
along in an armed boat to the river Veragua, and reconnoitre 
sthe Indian camp. His oiler was accepted; and he sallied 
IfVnn the river accordingly, but had scarcely advanced a league, 
when he dcscrietl* a large force of Indians on the shore. 
Landing alone, and ordering that the boat should be kept 
afloat, he entered amon^thcin. There were about a thousand 
armed and supplied with provisions, as if for an exjieditioL. 
He offered to accompany them with his armed boat; his offer 
was declined with evident signs of impatience. Returning lc< 
his boat, he kept watch upon them all night, until, seeing 
they were vigilantly observed, thi^ returned to Veragua. 

Mendez hastened back to the admiral,, anii gave it as his 
opinion that the Indians had been on their lyay to surprise 
the Spaniards. The admiral was loth to h''heve in such trea¬ 
chery, and was desirous of obtaining clearer information, 
before he took any step that might interrupt the* apparently 
good understanding that existed with the natives. Mendez 
now undertook, with a single companion, to penetrate hy 
land to the head-quarters of Quibian, ^ind endeavour to ascer¬ 
tain his intentions. Accompanied by one Rodrigo de Escobar, 
he proceeded on foot along the sea-board, to avoid the tangled 
forests, and arriving at the mouth of the Veragua, found two 
canoes with Indians, whom he prevailed on, by presents, to 
convey him and his companion to the village of the cacique. 
It was on the hank of the river; the houses were detached 
and interspersed among trees. There was a bustle of warlike 
preparation in the place, and the arrival of the two Spaniards 
evidently excited sui*prise and uneasiness. The residence of 
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the cacique was larger than the others, and situated cn a hilJ 
which rose from the water’s edge. Quibian was eonfined to 
the house oy iudis|X)sition, having been wounded in the leg 
by an arrow. Mendez, gave himself out as a surgeon eome to 
cure the wound; with great difficulty and by force of presents 
he obtained permission to proceed. On the crest of the hill 
and in front of the cacique’s dwelling, was a broad, level, 
open place, round which, on posts, were the heads of three 
hundred enemies slain in battle. Undismayed by this dismal 
array, Mendez and his companion crossed the place toward 
tlic den of this grim warrior. A number of women ai^d 
<‘liildron about the door fled into the house with piercing cries. 
A young and powerful Indian, son to the c;xcique, sallied 
forth in a violent rage, and struck Mcqdcz a blow which made 
him recoil several paces. The latter pacified him by pre¬ 
sents and assurances that he eainc to cure his father’s wound^ 
in proof of which he produced a box of ointment. It w.<!s 
impossible, however, to gain access to thc^cacique, and Men¬ 
dez returned with all haste to the harbour to report to the 
admiral what he had seen and learnt. It was evident there 
was a dangerous plot impending over the Spaniards, and as 
far as Mendez could learn from the Tndifins who had taken 
liim up the river in their canoe, the body of a tliousand war¬ 
riors which he had seen on his previous rcconnoitcring expe¬ 
dition, had actually been owi a hostile enterprise against the 
harbour, but had given it up on finding themselves observed. 

This information was confirmed by an Indian of the neigh- 
bouiliood, who had become attached to the Spaniards iftid 
acted as interpreter. He revealed to the admiral the designs 
of his countrymen, which he had overheard. Quibian intended 
to surjirise the harbour at night with a gi^^t force, burn the 
ships and houses, p,nd make a general massacre. Thus fore¬ 
warned, Columbus immediately set a double watch upon the 
harbour. The military spirit of the Adelantado suggested a 
bolder expedient. The hostile plan of Quibian was doubtless 
delayed by his wound, and in the meantime he would main¬ 
tain the semblance of friendship. The Adelantado deter¬ 
mined to march at once to his residence, capture him, his 
family, and principal warriors, send them prisoners to Spain, 
and take possession of his village. 

With the Adelantado, to conceive a plan was to carry it 
into immediate execution, and, in fiict, the impending danger 
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admitted of no delay. Taking witli him seventy-four men, 
well armed, among r^'hom was Diego Mendez, and being 
accompanied by the Indian interpreter who had revealed the 
plot, he set off on the 30th of March, in boats, to the mouth 
• of the Veragua, ascended it rapidly, and before the Indians 
could have notice of his movements, landed at the foot of the 
hill on which the house of Quibian was situated. 

Lest the cacique should take alarm and fly at the sight of a 
large force, he ascended the hill, accompanied by only five 
men, among whom was Diego Mendez; ordering the rest to 
come on, with great caution and secresy, two at a time, and 
at a distance from each other. On the discharge of an 
arquebusc, they were to surround the dwelling and suffer no 
one to escape. • 

As the Adclantado drew near to the house, Quibian came 
•forth, and seating himself in the portal, desired the Adelan- 
tado to approach sinjjly. Don Bartholomew now ordered 
Diego Mendez anc^his four companions to remain at a little 
distance, and when they should see him take the cacique by 
the arm, to rush imn^diately to his assishince. He then 
advanced with his Indian interpreter, through whom a short 
conversation took place, relative to the surrounding country. 
The Adelantado then adverted to the wound of the cacique, 
and pretending to examine it, took him by the arm. At the 
concerted signal, four of the Spaniards rushed forwjird, the 
fifth discharged the arquebuse. The cacique attempted to 
get loose, but was firmly held in the iron grasp of the Ade¬ 
lantado. Being both men of great musevdar power, a violent 
struggle ensued. Don Bartholomew, however, maintained 
the mastery, *and Diego Mendez and his companions coming 
to his assistance, •Quibian was bound hand and foot. At the 
report of the arquebuse, the main body of the Spaniards 
surrounded the house, and seized most of those who were 
within, consisting of fifty persons, old and young. Among 
these were the wives and children of Quibian, and several of 
his principal subjects. No one was wounded, for there was 
no resistance, and the Adelantado never permitted wanton 
oloodshed. When the poor savages saw their prince a captive, 
they filled the air with lamentations; imploring his release, 
and offering for his ransom a great treasure, which they said 
lay concealed in a neighbouiing forest. 

The Adelantado was deaf to their supplications and theu 
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offers. Quibian was too dangerous a foe to be set at liberty; 
as a prisoner, he would be a hostage fgr the security of the 
settlement. Anxious to* secure his prize, he determined to 
send the cacique and the other prisoners on board of the 
boats, whil6 he remained on shore with a part of his men to ' 
pursue the Indians who had escaped. Juan Sanchez, the 
principal pilot of the squadron, a powerful and spirited man, 
volunteered to take charge of the captives. ^ On committing 
the chieftain to his care, the Adclantado warned hini lo be on 
his guard against any attempt at rescue or escape. The 
sturdy pilot rejdied that if the cacique got out of his hands, 
he would give them leave to pluck out his board, hair by 
Iniir; with this vaunt he departed, bearing ofi’ Quibian bound 
hand and foot. On arriving at the boat, he secured him by 
a strong cord to one of the benches. It was a dark night. 
As the boat proceeded down the river, the cacique conijj 
plained piteously of the painfulness of his bonds. The rough 
heart of the pilot was touched with coftnpassion, and he 
loosened the cord by which Quibian was tied to the bench, 
keeping the end of it in his hand. The wily Indian watched 
his op])ortunity, and when Sanchez was looking another way, 
plunged into the water and disappeared. So sudden and 
\uolent was his plunge, that the pilot had to let go the cord, 
lest he should be drawn in after him. The darkness of the 
night, and the bustle which took place, in preventing the 
escape of the otlier prisoners, rendered it impossible to pur¬ 
sue the cacique, or even to ascertain his fate. Juan Sancl^^'z 
hastened to the shijif with the residue of the cajjtives, deeply 
mortified at being thus outwitted by a savage. 

The AdelUntado remained all night on shore. "The follow¬ 
ing moniing, when he beheld the wild, broken, and moun¬ 
tainous nature of the country, and the scattered situation of 
the habitations, perched on difierent heights, he gave up the 
search after the Indians, and returned to the ships with the 
spoils of the cacique’s mansion. These consisted of brace¬ 
lets, anklets, and massive plates of gold, such as were worn 
round the neck, together with two golden coronets. The 
whole amounted to the value of three hundred ducats.* One 
fifth of the booty was set apart for the crown. The residue 
was shared among those concerned in the enterprise. To the 

* Equivalent to one thousand two hundred and eighty-one dollars at 
the present diiy. . 
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Adolaiitado one of the coronets was assigned as a trophy of 
liis exploit^" i 

CHAPTER VIII.—[1503.] 

It was hoped by Columbus that the vigorous measure of the 
Adelantado would strike terror into the Indians of the m'iiih- 
bourhood, and prevent any further designs upon the setllo- 
nient. Quibian had probably perished. If he survived, he 
must be disheartened by the captivity of his family, and 
several of his principal subjects, and fearful of their being 
made responsible for any act of violence on his part. The 
heavy rains, therefore, which fall so frequent!^' among the 
mountains of this isthmus, having again swelled the river, 
Columbus made his final arrangements for the management of 
the colony, and having given much wholesome counsel to the 
Spaniards who were to remain, and taken an affectionate 
]|:ave of his brother, got under weigh with three of the 
caravels, leaving the fourth for the use of the setthunent. 
As the water wifs still shallow at the bar, the ships wei-e 
lightened of a great part of their cargoes, and towed out by 
tlie boats in calm wither, grounding repeatedly. When 
fairly released from the river, and their cargoes re-sliipped, 
they anchored within a league of the shore, to Jiwait a favour¬ 
able wind. It was the intention of the admiral to touch at 
Hispaniola, on his way to Spain, and send thence supplies 
and reinforcements. The wind continuing adverse, he sent a 
boat on shore on the 6th of April, undei# the command of 
liicgo Tristan, captain of one of the caravels, to procui’o 
wood and water, and make some commit ications to the Ade¬ 
lantado. The expedition of this boat proved fatal to its crew, 
but was providen^al to the settlement. • 

The cacique ^uibian had not perished as some had sup¬ 
posed. Though both hands and feet wCi.^ bound, yet in the 
water he was as in his natural element. Plunging to tin* 
bottom, he swam below the surface until sufficiently distant 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 98. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 27. Many 
of the particulars of this chapter are from a short narrative given by 
Hiego Mendez, ^nd inserted in his last will and testament. It is 
written in a strain of simple egotism, as he represents himself as the 
principal and almost the sole actor in every affair. The facts, however, 
have all the air of veracity, and being given on such a solemn occasion, 
the document is entitled to high credit. He will be found to distinguish 
himself on another hazardous and important occasion in the course of 
tins histor}’.— Vide Navarrete, Collec., tom. L 
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to be, out of view in j;he darkness of the night, and then 
emergi^ mide his way to shore. The dpsolation of his home, 
and the capture of his wives and children, filled him with 
anguish; but when he saw the vessels in which they w'cre 
confined leaving the river, and bearing them off, he was 
transported with fury and despair. Determined on a signal 
Yfengcance, he assembled a great number of his warriors, and 
came secretly upon the settlement. The thick woods by which 
it was surrounded, enabled the Indians to approach unseen 
within ten paces. The Spaniards, thinking the enenw com¬ 
pletely discomfited and dispersed, were perfectly off their 
guard. Some had strayed to the sea-shore, to take a farewell 
look at the ships; some were on board of the caravel in the 
river; others were scsittered about tliff houses: on a sudden, 
the Indians rushed from thpir concealment with yeUs and 
bowlings, launched their javelins through the roofs of palm-- 
leaves, hurled them in at the windows, or thrust them through 
the crevices of the logs which composed <the walls. As the 
houses were small, several of the inhabitants were wounded. 
On the first alarm, the Adelantado s(jized a lance, and sallied 
forth with seven or eight of his men. He was joined by 
Diego Mendez and several of his companions, and they drove 
the enemy into the forest, killing and wounding several of 
them. The Indians kept up a brisk fire of darts and arrows 
from among the trees, anft made furious sallies with their 
■w’ar-clubs; but Jhere was no withstanding tlie keen edge of 
the Spanish weapons, and ,a fierce blood-hound being Jiet 
loose upon them, ccynpleted their terror. They fled howling 
through the forest, leaving a numb(s»d^d oiFthe field, having 
* killed one Spaniard, and woupded eight. A.m<Thg the latter 
was the Adelantado, who received a slightTliumst of a javelin 
in the breast. • 

Diego 'J ristan aixjved in his boat during ^he contest, but 
feared to approach the land, l^t the Spaniards should rush 
on board in such numbers as to sink him. When the Indians 
had been put to flight, he proceeded up the river in quest of 
fresh water, disregarding the warnings of those on shore, that 
he might be cut off by the enemy in their canoes. 

The river vras deep and narrow, shut in by high banks, 
and, overhanging trees. The forests on each side were thick 
and impenetrable; so that there was no-landing-place, ex¬ 
cepting here and there where a footpath wound down to 
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fisliing-ground, or some place irbere tlic n:\tivQs kept 
their canoes. • 

The bout had ascended about a league above the village, to 
a part of the river where it was completely overshadowed by 
dofty banks and spreading trees. Suddenly, yells and wiir- 
whoops, and blasts of conch-shells rose on every side’. Light 
canoes darted forth in every direction from dark hollows, and 
overhanging thickets, each dexterously managed by a single 
savage, while others stood up brandishing and hurling their 
lances. Missiles were launched also from the banks of the 
river, and the branches of the trees. There were eight 
sailors in the boat, and three soldiem. Galled and wounded 
by darts and arrows, confounded by the yells and blasts of 
conchs, and the ass?,uk8 which thickened from every side, 
they lost all presence of mind, neglected to use either oars or 
fire-anns, and only sought to shelter themselves with their 
bdcklers. Diego Tristan had received several wounds; but 
still displayed great intrepidity, and was endeavouring to 
jinimate his men, when a javeliL. pierced his right eye, and 
struck him dead. The ^anoes now closed upon the boat, and 
a general massacre ensued. But one Spaniard escaped, J uan 
de Noya, a cooper of Seville. Having fallen overboard in 
the midst of the action, he dived to the bottom, swam under 
water, gained the bank of the river unperceived, and made 
his way down to the settlementt bringing tidings of the 
massacre of his captain and comrades. • 

The Spaniards were completely dismayed, were few in 
number, several of them w^ere wounded, they were in the 
midst of tribes df ex^p#ated savages, far more fierce and 
warlike than*" those to whom they had been decustomed. 
The admiral bein^^gnorau^ of their misfortunes, would sail 
away without yielding them assistance, and they would be 
left to sink beneath the overwhelming force of barbarous 
foes, or to perish with hunger on this inhospitable coast. 
In their despair they determined to take the caravel which 
had been left with them, and abandon the place ditogether. 
The Adelantado remonstrated with them in vain; nothing 
would content them but to put to sea immediately. Here a 
U 3 w alarm awaited them. The torrents having subsided, the 
/iver was again shallow, and it was impossible for the caravel 
to pass over the bar. They now took the boat of the caravel, 
to bear tidings of their danger to the admiral, and implore 
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him not to abandon them; but the wind was boistei-ous, a 
hijijh sea was rolling, and a heavy surf,fumbling and breaking 
at the mouth of the river, prevented the boat from getting 
out. Horrors increased upon them. The mangled bodies of 
Diego Tristan and his men came floating down the stre im 
and drifting about the harbour, with flights of ci>u»ws, and 
other carrion birds, feeding on them, and hovering, and 
screaming, and fighting about their prey. The forlorn Sj,a- 
niards contemplated this scene with shuddering; it appeared 
ominous of their own fate. 

In the meantime the Indians, elated by their triumph over 
the crew of the boat, renewed their hostilities. Whoops and 
yells answered each other from various parts of the neighbom’- 
liood. The dismal sound of conchy and war-drums in the 
deep bosom of the woods, showed that the number of the 
enemy was continually augmenting. They would rush forth 
occasionally upon straggling parties of Spaniards, and make 
partial attacks upqp the houses. It was aonsidered no longer 
safe to remain in the settlement, the close forest which sur¬ 
rounded it being a covert for the approaches of the enemy. 
The Adelantado chose, therefore, an open place on the shore 
at some distance from the wood. Here he caused a kind of 
bulwark to be made of the boat of the caravel, and of chests, 
casks, and similar articles. Two places were left open as 
embrasures, in which w^eie placed a couple of falconets, or 
small pieces of .artillery, in such a manner as to command the 
neighbourhood. In this little fortress the Spaniards shut 
thomselves up; its^ walls were sufiicient to screen them from 
the darts and arrows of the Indians, but mostly they depended 
upon thei? fire-arms, the sound of which struck dismay into 
the savages, especially when they saw tlfti ^effect of the balls, 
splintering and rending the trees around them, and carrying 
Jiavoc to such a distance. The Indians were thus kept in 
check for tlie present, and deterred from venturing from the 
forest; but the Spaniai-ds, exhausted by constant watching 
and iiicesnant alarms, anticipated all kinds of evil when their 
ammunition should be exhausted, or they should be driven 
forth by hunger to seek for food.*^ 

♦ Hist, del Almirante, cap. 98. Las Casas, lib. ii. Letter of Co- 
ilimbus from Jamaica. Eelation of Diego Mendez, and Journal of 
I’orras, Navarrete tom. i. 



ESC/LPE OF INDIAN FAISONSRS. 


621 


CHAPTER IX.—[1503.] 

WiiiLE the Adelanfedo and his men were exposed to suoii 
imminent peril on shore, great anxiety prevailed on board of 
the ships. Day after day elapsed without the return of Diego 
Tristan and his party, and it was feared some disaster had 
befallen them. Columbus would have sent on shore to make 
inquiries; but there was only one boat remaining for the 
service of the squadron, and he dared not ruk it in the rough 
sea and heavy surf. A dismal circumstance occurred to in¬ 
crease the gloom and uneasiness of the crews. On board of 
one of the caravels were confined the family and household of 
the cacique Quibian. It was the intention of Columbus to 
carry them to Spain, trusting that as long as they remained 
in the power of the Spaniards, their tribe would be deterred 
from further hosiilities. They w'ere shut up at night in th< 
fo»’(%'castle of the caravel, the hatchway of which was secured 
by a strong chain and padlock. As several of the crew slept 
upon the hatch, and it was so high as to be considered out of 
reach of the prisoners, they neglected to fasten the chain. 
The Indians discovered tficir negligence. Collecting a quan¬ 
tity of stones from the ballast of the vessel, they made a 
great heap directly under the hatchway. Several of the most 
powerful warriors mounted upon the top, and bending their 
backs, by a sudden and simultaneous effort, forced up the 
hatch, flinging the seamen who slept upon it ^to the opposite 
side of the ship. In an instant the greater part of the 
Indians sprang fortli, plunged into the and swam for 
shore. Several, however, were prevented from sallying forth; 
others were s'^izejd^ on- the deck, and forced bad# into the 
forecastle; the ti^okw^ay was carefully chained down, and a 
guard was set for the rest of the night. #In the morning, 
when the Spaniards went to examine the captives, they were 
all found dead. Some had hanged themselves with tlie ends 
of ropes, their knees touching the floor; others had strangled 
themselves by straining the cords tight with their feet. Such 
was the fierce, unconquerable spirit of these people, and their 
horror of the white men.* 

The escape of the prisoners occasioned great anxiety to the 
admiral, fearing they would stimulate their countrymen to 
some violent act of vengeance; and he trembled for the safety 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 99. 
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of Ills brother. Still this painful mystery reigned over the 
Wd. The boat of Diego Tristan did not return, and the 
raging surf prevented all communication. At length, one 
Pedro Ledesma, a pilot of Seville, a man of about forty-five 
years of aee. and of great strength of body and mind, olfcred, 
if the boat would take him to the edge of the stirf, to swim 
to shore, and bring off news. He had been piqued by tho 
\chievement of the Indian capl'ves, in swimming to land at 
a league’s distance, in defiance iff sea and surf. “ Surely,” 
he said, “if they dare venture so much to procure their 
individual liberties, I ought to brave at least a part of the 
danger, to save the lives of so many companions.” His offer 
was gladly accepted by the admiral, and was boldly accom¬ 
plished. The boat approached with» him as near to the surf 
as safety would permit, where it was to await his return. 
Here, stripping himself, he plunged into the sea, and after 
buffeting for some time with the breakers, sometimes rising 
upon their surges, sometimes buried bencuth them and dashed 
upon the sand, he succeeded in reaching the shore. 

He found his countrymen shut up in their forlorn fortress, 
beleaguered by savage foes, and learnt the tragical fate of 
Diego Tristan and his companions. Many of the Spaniards, 
in their horror and despair, had thrown off all subordination, 
refused to assist in any measure that had in view a con¬ 
tinuance in this place, and thought of nothing but escape. 
When they beheld Ledesma, a messenger from the ships, they 
surrounded him with frantic eagerness, urging him to imploie 
the admiral to taks them on board, and not abandon them on 
a coast where their destruction was inevitable. They were 
preparing*^canoes to take them to the ships, when the w cather 
should moderate, the boat of the caravefc being too small; 
and swore that, if the admiral refused to take them on board, 
they would embark in the caravel, as soon as it could be 
extricated from the river, and abandon themselves to the 
mercy of the seas, rather than remain upon that fatal coast. 

Having heard all that his forlorn countrymen had to say, 
and communicated with the Adelantado and his officers, 
Ledesma set out on his perilous return. He again braved 
the surf and the breakers, reached the boat which was w'aiting 
for him, and was conveyed back to the ships, The disastro’js 
tidings from the land filled the heart of the admiral with grief 
and alarm. To leave his brother on shore, would be to 
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^xpcsc him to the mutiny of his own men, and the ferocity of 
the savages. He covld spare no reinforcement from hivS 
ships, the crews being so much weakened by the loss of 
Tristan and his companions. Rather than the settlement 
.bould be broken up, he would gladly have joined tlie 
Adelantado with all his people ; but in such ease how could 
intelligence be conveyed to the sovereigns of this important 
discovery, and how could supplies be obtained from Spain } 
There appeared no alternative, therefore, but to embark all 
the people, abandon the settlement for the present, and return 
at some future day, with a force competent to take secure 
possession of the country.'*^ The state of the weather renf- 
dered the practicability even of this plan doubtful. The wind 
continued high, the sea rough, and no boat could pass be¬ 
tween the squadron and the land. The situation of the ships 
was itself a matter of extreme solicitude. Feebly manned, 
crazed by storms, and ready to fall to pieces from the ravages 
of the teredo, they were anchored on a lee shore, with a 
boisterous wind and sea, in a cliniate subject to tempests, and 
wlicrc the least augmentation of the weather might drive 
them among the breiikers. Every hour increased the anxiety 
of Columbus for his brother, his people, and his ships, and 
each hour appeared to render the impending dangers more 
imminent. ' Days of constant perturbation, and nights of 
sleepless anxiety, preyed upon a constitution broken by age, 
by maladies and hardships, and produced a fever of the mind, 
in which he was visited by one of those mental hallucinations 
deemed by him mysterious and supernatu: ol. In a letter to 
the sovereigns he gives a solemn account of a kind^ of vision 
by wliich he wasjcomforted in a dismal night, when full of 
despondency and tossing on a couch of pain :— 

“ Wearied and sighing,’' says he, “I fell'into a slumber, 
when I heard a piteous voice saying to me, '* O fool, and slow 
to believe and serve thy God, who is the God of aU! What 
did he more for Moses, or for his servant David, than he has 
done for thee ? From the time of thy birth he has ever had 
thee under his peculiar care. When he saw thee of a fitting 
age he made thy name to resound marvf-ilously throughout 
the earth, and thou wert obeyed in many lands, and didst 
acquire honourable fame among Christi&LiS. Of the gates of 
the Ocean Sea, shut up with such mighty chains, he deli- 
* Letter of Col ambus from Jamaica. 
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vered thee the keys; the Indies, those wealthy regions of the 
world, he gave thee for thine own, arr^ empowered thee to 
dispose of them to others, according to thy pleasure. What 
did he more for the great people of Israel when he led them 
forth from Egypt ? Or for David, whom, from being a she]> > 
herd, he made a king in Judea ? Turn to him, then, and 
acknowledge thine error; his mercy is infinite. lie has 
many and vast inheritances yet in reserve. Fear not to 
seek them. Thine age shall be no impediment to any great 
undertaking. Abraham was above an hundred years when 
he begat Isaac; and was Saiah youthful ? Thou urgest 
d'cspondingly for succour. Answer! who hath afflicted thee 
so much, and so many times ?—God, or the world t Ihe 
privileges and promises which God huth made thee he hath 
never broken ; neither hath he said, after having received thy 
services, that his meaning was different, and to be under¬ 
stood in a different sense. He performs to the very letfer. 
He fulfils all that he promises, and with increase. Such is 
his custom. I have shown thee what thy Creator hath done 
for thee, and what he doeth for tall. The present is the 
reward of the toils and perils thou hast endured in serving 
others.’ I heard ai* this,” adds Columbus, “ as one almost 
dead, and had no power to reply to words so true, excepting 
to weep for my errors. ^Vhoever it was that spake to me, 
finished by saying, ‘ Fear not! Confide ! All these tribula¬ 
tions are writtCn in marble, and not withgut cause.’ ” 

Such is the singular statement which Columbus gav.c to 
the sovereigns of his supposed vision. It has been suggested 
that this jvas a mere ingenious fiction, adroitly devised by 
him to convey a lesson to his prince ; b^t such an idea is in¬ 
consistent with his character. He was too deeply imbued 
with awe of the l)eity, and with reverence for his soyercign, 
to make use of such an artifice. The words here spoken to 
him by the supposed voice, are truths which dwelt upon his 
mind, and grieved his spirit during his waking hours. It is 
natural that they should recur vividly and coherently in bis 
feverish dreams; and in recalling and relating a dream one is 
unconsciously apt to give it a little' coherency. Besides, 
Columbus had a solemn belief that he was a peculiar instru¬ 
ment in the hands of Providence, which, together with a deep 
tinge of superstition, common to the age, made him prone t</ 
mistake every striking dream for a revelation. Pie is not to 
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be measured by the same standard with ordinary men in 
ordinary circumstancQp. It is difficult for the mind to realize 
his situation, and to conceive the exaltations of spirit to 
which he must have been subjected. The artless manner in 
which, in his letter to the sovereigns, he mingles up the 
rhapsodies and dreams of his imagination, with simple facts, 
and sound practical observations, pouring them forth with a 
kind of scriptural solemnity and poetry of language, is one of 
the most striking illustrations of a character richly com¬ 
pounded of extraordinary and apparently contradictory 
elements. 

Immediately after this supposed vision, and after a duration 
of nine days, the boisterous weather subsided, the sea becaino 
calm, and the coinmunijation with the land was restored. It 
was found impossible to extricate the remaining cara'\ el from 
the liver; but every exertion was made to bring off the 
people and the property, before there should be a return of bad 
Aveather. In this, the exertions of the zealous Diego Mendez 
were eminently efficient. He had been for some days pre- 
])aring for such an emergency. Cutting up the sails of the 
<;aravel, he made great sacks to receive the biscuit, lie 
lashed two Indian canoes together with spars, so that they 
eould not be overturned by the waves, and made a platform 
on them capable of sustaining a great burden. This kind of 
raft was laden repeatedly with the’* stores, arms, and ammuni¬ 
tion, which had been left on shore, and with»the furniture of 
the, caravel, which was entirely dismantled. When well 
freighted, it was towed by the boat to ,+he ships. In this 
way, by constant and sleepless exertions, in the space of two 
days, almost everything of value was transported on board 
the squadron, and kittle else left than the huU of the caravel, 
stranded, decayed, and rotting in the rive c. Diego Mendez 
superintended the whole emoarkation with unwearied watch¬ 
fulness and activity. He, and five companions, were the last 
to leave the shore, remaining all night at their perilous post, 
and embarking in the morning with the last cargo of effects. 

Nothing could equal the transports of the Spaniards, u hen 
they found themselves once more on board of the ships, and 
saw a space of ocean between them and those forests which 
had lately seemed destined to be their graves. The joy of 
their comrades seemed little inferior to their own ; and the 
perils and hardships which yet surrounded them, were for- 
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gotten for a time in mutual congratulations. Tlie admiral 
was so much impressed with a sense ^ of the high services 
rendered by Diego Mendez, throughout the late time of 
danger and disaster, that he gave him the command of the 
caravel, vacant by the death of the unfortunate Diego Tristan.* i 

CHAPTER X.—[1503.] 

The wind at length becoming favourable, Columbus set 
sail, towards the end of April, from the disastrous coast of 
Veragua. The wretched condition of the ships, the en¬ 
feebled state of the crews, and the scarcity of provisions, 
determined him to make the best of his way to Hispaniola, 
where he might refit his vessels and procure the necessary 
supplies for the voyage to Em-ope. the surprise of liis 
pilot and crews, however, on making sail, he stood again 
along the coast to the eastward, instead of steering north, 
which they considered the direct route to Hispaniola. Tht*y 
fancied that he intended to proceed immediately for Spain, 
and murmured loudly at the madness of attempting so long a 
voyage, with ships destitute of stores and consumed by the 
worms. Columbus and his brother, however, had studied 
the navigation of those seas with a more observant and 
experienced eye. They considered it advisable to gain a 
considerable distance to the east, before standing across for 
Hispaniola, to avoid beitg swept away, far below their 
destined port, by the strong cuiTents setting constantly to the 
west.f The admiral, however, did not impart his reasons 
to the pilots, beingi anxious to keep the knowledge of iiis 
routes as much to himself as possible, seeing that there were 
80 many adventurers crowding into the field, 'and ready to 
follow on his track. He even took from “tlje mariners their 
charts, J and boasts, in a letter to the sovereigns, that none of 
his pilots would be able to retrace the route to and from 
Veragua, nor to describe where it was situated. 

Disregarding the murmurs of his men, therefore, he con¬ 
tinued along the coast eastward as far as Puerto BeUo. Here 
he was obliged to leave one of the caravels, being so pierced 

• Hist, del Almirante, cap. TOO. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 29. Re- 
lacion por Diego Mendez. Letter of Columbus from Jamaica. Journal 
of rorras, Navarrete, Colec., tom. i. 

* t Hist, del Almirante. Letter from Jamaica. 

X J oumal of Forras, Xavarrete, CoUec., t. L 



A.TTEMPT TO REACH HISPANTOLA, 


527 


t>y worms, that it was impossible to keep her afloat All the 
crows were now cro\N«led into two caravels, and these were 
litth' better than mere wrecks. The utmost exertions were 
necessary to keep them troe from water; while the incessant 
labour of the pumps bore hard on men enfeebled by scanty 
diet, and dejected by various hardships. Continuing onward, 
tlicy passed Port Rctrete, and a number. of islands to which 
the admiral gave the name of Las Barbas, now termed the 
Mulatas, a little beyond Point Bias. Here he supposed that 
lie had arrived at the province of Mangi in the territories of 
the Grand Khan, described by Marco Polo as adjoining to 
Cathay.* He continued on alxiut ten leagues farther, until 
he approached the entrance of what is at present Cfdled the 
Gulf of Dmien. Here he had a consultation with liis cap¬ 
tains and pilots, who remonstrated at his persisting in this 
'-'ti’uggle against contrary winds and currents, representing 
the lamentable plight of the ships, and the infirm state of the 
crews.f Bidding farewell, therefore, to the main-land, he 
stood noi-thward on the 1st of May, in quest of Hispaniola. 
As the wind w’^as easterly, with a strong current setting to 
the west, he kept as near the wind as possible. So little did 
tiis [lilots know of their situation, that they supposed them¬ 
selves to the east of the Caribbcc Islands, whereas the admiral 
fl'ared tliat, with all his exertions, he should fall to the west¬ 
ward of Hispaniola. J His aj)pr(^ien8ions proved to be well 
founded ; for, on the 10th of the month, he#3ame in sight of 
two small low^ islands to the northwest of Hispaniola, to w'hich, 
from the great quantities of tortoises S("^n about them, he 
gave the name of the I’ortugas; they are now known as the 
Caymans. Passing wide of these, and continuAig directly 
north, he found •himself, on the 30th of May, among the 
cluster of islands on the south ydc of Cubi., to which he had 
formerly given the name of the Queen’s Gardens; having 
been carried between eight and nine degrees west of his 
destined port. Here he cast anchor near one of the Keys, 
about ten leagues from tne main island. His crews were 
suflering excessively through scanty provisions and great 
fatigue; nothing was left of the sea-stores but a little biscuit, 
oil, and vinegar; and they were obliged to labour incessantly 
at the pumps, to keep the vessels afloat. They had scarcely 

* Letter from Jamaica. 

+ Testimony of Petra de Ledesma. Pleito de loa Colones. 

Letter from Jamaica. 
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anchored at these islands, when there came on, at midnijijht, 
a sudden tempest, of such violence, ^hat according; to the 
strong expression of Columbus, it seemed as if the world 
would dissolve.^ They lost three of their anchors almost 
immediately, and the caravel Bermuda was driven with such’ 
violence upon the ship of the admiral, that the bow of the 
one, and the stern of the other, were greatly shattered. The 
sea running high, and the wind being boisterous, the vessels 
chafed and injured each other dreadfully, and it was with 
great difficulty that they were separated. One anchor only 
remained to the admiral’s ship, and this saved him from being 
driven upon the rocks; but at daylight the cable was found 
nearly worn asunder. Had the darkness continued an hour 
longer, he could scarcely have escaped ship wreck, f 

At the end of six days, the weather having moderated, he 
resumed his course, standing eastward for Hispaniola : “ his 
people,” as he says, “ dismayed and down-hearted; almost*'all 
his anchors lost, and his vessels bored as ♦ full of holes as a 
honey-comb.” After struggling against contrary winds and 
the usual currents from the east, he, reached Cape Cruz, and 
anchored at a village in the province of Macaca,;]; where he 
hfid touched in 1494, in his voyage along the southern coast 
of Cuba. Here he was detained by head winds for several 
days, during which he was supplied with cassava bread by 
the natives. Making sailligain, he endeavoured to beat up to 
Hispaniola; bu/; every effort was in vain. The winds and 
currents continued adverse; the leaks continually gaitjicd 
upon his vessels, Jhough the pumps were kept inc(!ssantly 
going, and the seamen even baled the water out with buckets 
and kettldS. The admiral now stood, in deSpair, for the 
island of Jamaica, to seek some secure ^wt; for there was 
imminent danger of foimdering at sea. On the eve of St. 
John, the 23rd of Jime, they put into Puerto Bueno, now 
called Dry Harbour, but met with none of the natives from 
whom they could obtain provisions, nor was there any fresh 
water to be had in the neighbourhood. Suffering from hunger 
and thirst, they sailed eastward, on the following day, to 
another harbour, to which the admiral^ on his first visit to the 
island had given the name of Port Santa Gloria. 

Here, at last, Columbus had to give up his long and ardu- 

* Letter from Jamaica. 

f Hist, del Almirante, cap. 100. Letter of Columbus from Jamaica. 

t Hist, del Almirante. J<)umal of Porras. 
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oils struggle against the unremitting persecution of the ele¬ 
ments. His ships, r«'luced to mere wrecks, could no longer 
keep the sea, and were ready to sink even in port, lit 
ordered them, therefore, to be run aground, within a bow¬ 
shot of the shore, and fastened together, side by side. Tlu'y 
soon filled with water to the deck. Thatched cabins were 
then erected at the prow and stem for the accommodation of 
the crews, and the wreck was placed in the best possible 
state of defence. Thus castled in the sea, he trusted to be 
able to repel any sudden attack of the natives, and at the same 
time to keep his men fironi roving about the neighbourhood 
and indulging in their usual excesses. No one was allowed 
to go on shore without especial license, and the utmost pi e- 
caution was taken to prevent any ofience being given to the 
Indians. Any exasperation of them might be fatal to the 
Spaniards in their present forlorn situation. A firebrand 
thrown into their wooden fortress might wrap it in flames, 
and leave them defenceless amidst hostile thousands. 


BOOK XVI. 

CHAPTER I.—[1503.] 

The island of Jamaica was extremely populous and fertile; 
and the harbour soon swarmed -v^ith Indians, who brought 
provisions to barter with the Spaniards. To prevent any dis¬ 
putes in purchasing or sharing these supplies, two persons 
wc^’e appointed to superintend all bargains, and the provi¬ 
sions thus obtained were divided every e "ening among the 
people. This anangement had a happy effect in promoting 
a peaceful intercourse. The stores thus furnished, however, 
coming from a liiMted neighbourhood of improvident beings, 
were not sufficient for tho necessities of the Spaniards, and 
were so irregular as often to leave them in pinching want. 
They feared, too, that tne neighbourhood might soon be ex¬ 
hausted, in which case they should be reduced to famine. In 
this emergency, Diego Mendez stepped forward with hia 
accustomed zeal, and volunteered to set off, with three men, 
on a foraging expedition about the island. His offer being 
gladly accepted by the admiral, he departed with his comrades 
well armed. He was everywhere treated with the utmost 
kindness by the natives. They took him to their houses, set 
meat and drink before him and his companions, and performed 
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all the rites of savage hospitality. Mendez made an arrange¬ 
ment with the cacique of a numerous bibe, that his subjects 
should hunt and fish, and make cassava bread, and bring a 
quantity of provisions every day to the harbour. They v^'er^* 
to receive, in exchange, knives, combs, beads, fish-hooks, 
hawks’-bells, and other articles, from a Spaniard, who was to 
reside among them for that purpose. The agreement being 
made, Mendez dispatched one of his comrades to apprise the 
admiral. He then pursued his journey three leagues further, 
when he made a similar arrangement, and dispatched another 
of his companions to the admiral. Proceeding onward, about 
thirteen leagues from the ships, he arrived at the residence of 
another cacique, called Huarco, where he was generously en¬ 
tertained. Tha cacique ordered his ^subjects to bring a large 
quantity of provisions, for which Mendez paid him on the 
spot, and made arrangements for a like supply at stated* in¬ 
tervals. He dispatched his third companion with this 
supply to the admiral, requesting, as usual, that an agent 
might be sent to receive and pay for the regular deliveries 
of provisions. ‘ 

Mendez was now left alone, but he was fond of any enter¬ 
prise that gave individual distinction. He requested of the 
cacique two Indians to accompany him to the end of the; 
island; one to carry his j^ovisions, and the other to bear tlie 
hammac, or cotton net in avhich he slept. These being 
granted, he pushed resolutely forward along the coast, until 
he reached the eastern extremity of Jamaica. Here he fdund 
a powerful caciqut of the name of Ameyro. Mendez had 
buoyant spirits, great address, and an ingratiating manner 
with the savages. He and the cacique hecame great friends, 
exchanged names, which is a kind of tokAi of brotherhood, 
and Mendez engaged him to furnish provisions to the ships. 
He then bought an excellent canoe of the cacique, for which 
he gave a splendid brass basin, a short frock or cassock, and 
one of the two shirts which formed his stock of linen. Hie 
cacique furnished him with six Indians to navigate his bark, 
and they parted mutually well pleased. Diego Mendez 
coasted his way back, touching at the various places where 
he had made his arrangements. He found the Spanish 
agents already arrived at them, loaded his canoe with provi¬ 
sions, and returned in triumph to the harbour, where he 
was received with acclamations by his comrades, and w'ith 
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open arms by the admiral. The provisions he brouf^ht wci’c 
a most seasonable supply, for the Spaniards were absolutely 
fasting; and thenceforward Indians arrived daily, well laden, 
from the marts which he had established. * 

The immediate wants of his people being thus provided 
for, Columbus revolved, in his anxious mind, the moans of 
getting from this island. His ships were beyond the possi - 
bility of repair, and there was no hope of any chance sail 
arriving to his relief, on the shores of a savage island, in an 
unfrequented sea. The most likely measure appeared to be, 
to send notice of his situation to Ovando, the governor at 
San Domingo, entreating him to dispatch a vessel to his relief, 
liut how was this messngc to be conveyed The distance 
between Jamaica and Hispaniola was forty leagues, across a 
gulf swept by contrary currents; there were no means of 
transporting a messenger, except in the light canoes of the 
Savages; and who would undertake so hazardous a voyage in 
a frail bark of the kind Suddenly the idea of Diego Mendez, 
and the canoe he had recently purchased, presented itself to 
the mind of Columbus. He knew the ardour and intrepidity 
of Mendez, and his love of distinction by any hazardous ex¬ 
ploit. Taking him aside, therefore, he addressed him in a 
manner calculated both to stimulate his zeal, and flatter his 
self-love. Mendez himself gives an artless account of this in¬ 
teresting conversation, which is fulT of character. 

“ Diego Mendez, my son,” said the verwrable admiral, 
‘‘ npne of those whom I have here understand the great peril 
in which we are placed, excepting you an-? myself. Wc are 
few in number, and those savage Indians are many, and of 
fickle and irri cable natures. On the least provocation they 
may throw firebrands from the shore, and consume us in our 
straw-thatched cabins. The arrangeinentT which you have 
made with them for provisions, and which at present they 
fulfil so cheerfully, to-morrow they may break in their 
caprice, and may refuse to bring us anything; nor have wc 
the means to compel them e>y force, but are entirely at their 
pleasure. I have thought of a remedy, if it meets with your 
views. In this canoe, wfiich you have purchased, some one 
may pass over to Hispaniola^ and procure a ship, by which we 
may all be delivered from this great peril into which we have 
fallen. TeU me your opinion on the matter.” 

* Kclacion por Diego Mendez. Nararreie, tom. L 
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“ To this,” says Diego Mendez, “I replied: ‘Sefior, the 
danger in which we are placed, I weKr know, is far greater 
than is easily conceived. As to passing from this island to 
Hispaniola, in so small a vessel as a canoe, I hold it not 
merely difficult, but impossible; since it is necessai-y to tra¬ 
verse a gulf of forty leagues, and between islands where the 
sea is cxtremeljr impetuous, and seldom in repose. I know 
not who there is would adventure upon so extreme a peril.’ ” 

Columbus made no reply, but from his looks and the nature 
of his silence, Mendez plainly perceived himself to be the per¬ 
son whom the admiral had in view; “Whereupon,” con¬ 
tinues he, “ I added, ‘ Senor, I have many times put my life 
in peril of death to save you and all those who are here, and 
God has hitherto prcsei-ved me m a miraculous manner. 
There are, nevertheless, murmurers, who say that your Excel¬ 
lency intrusts to me all affairs wherein honour is to be gained, 
while there are others in your company who would execute 
them as well as I do. Therefore I beg that you would suin- 
moE. all the people, and propose this enterprise to them, to 
see if among them there is any one who will undertake it, 
which I doubt. If all decline it, I will then come forward 
and risk my life in yom* service, as I many times liave 
done.’ ”* 

The admiral gladly humoured the wishes of-the worthy 
Mendez, for never was simple egotism accompanied by more 
generous and voted loyalty. On the following morning, 
the crew was assembled, and the proposition publicly m^de. 
Every one drew b?.ck at the thoughts of it, pronouncing it 
the height of rashness. Upon this, Diego Mendez stepped 
forward. '■“Sefior,” said he, “ I have but one life to lose, yet 
I am willing to venture it for your servic^ and for the good of 
all here present, and I trust in the protection of God, which I 
have experienced on so many other occasions.” 

Columbus embraced this zealous follower, who immediately 
pet about preparing for his expedition. Drawing his canoe 
on shore, he put on a false keel, nailed weather-boards along 
the bow and stern, to prevent the sea from breaking over it; 
payed it with a coat of tar; fiimishcd it with a mast and sail; 
and put in provisions for himself, a Spanish comrade, and si.x 
Indians. . 

In the meantime, Columbus wrote letters to Ovando, re- 
• Bclacion por Diego Mendez. Navarrete, Colec., tom. i. 
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questing that a ship might be immediately sent to brmg him 
and his men to llispaTdola. He wrote a letter likewise to the 
sovereigns ; for, after fulfilling his mission at San Domingo, 
J)iego Mendez was to proceed to Spain on the admiral’s 
affairs. In the letter to the sovereigns, Columbus depicted 
his deplorable situation, and entreated that a vessel might bo 
dispatched to Hispaniola, to convey himself and his crew to 
Spain. He gave a comprehensive account of his voyage, 
most particulars of which have already been incorporated in 
diis history, and he insisted greatly on the importance of the 
discovery of Veragua. He gave it as his opinion, that here 
were the mines of the Aurea Chersonesus, whence Solomon 
liad derived such wealth for the building of the Temple. Ho 
entreated that this golden coast might not, like the other 
jdaces which he had discovered, be abandoned to adventurers, 
orij)laced mider the government of men who felt no interest in 
the cause. “ This is not a child,” he adds, “ to be abandoned 
to a step-mother. ' I never think of Hispaniola and Paria 
without weeping. Their case is desperab; and past cure; I 
hope their example may cause this region to be treated in a 
different manner.” His imagination becomes heated. He 
magnifies the supposed importance of Veragua,as transcend 
mg all his former discoveries: and he alludes to his favourite 
project for the deliverance of the Ho^ Sepulchre: “ Jcrusalem,’ ’ 
he says, “ and Mount Sion, ar^ to be rebuilt by the hand of fi 
(Christian. Who is he to be ? God, by tl*e month of the 
l^rophct, in the fourteenth Psalm, declares it. The abbot 
Joachim* says that he is to come out of Sp#' i.” His thoughts 
then revert tp the ancient story of the Grand Khan, who had 
requested tha^ sa^s might be sent to iiistruet *liim in the 

Christian faith. *Columbus, thinking that he had been in tli(‘ 

• 

* Joachim, native of the burgh of Celico, near Cozenza, travelled iu 
the Holy Land. KeLuming to Calabria, he took the habit of the Cih* 
tdreians in the monastery of Corazzo, of which he became prior and 
abbot, and afterwards rose to higher monastic importance. He died in 
1202, having attained 72 years of age, leaving a great number of works; 
among the most known are commentaries on Isaiah, Jeremiah, an<i the 
Apocalypse. There are also prophecies by him, “which,” (says the 
Dictionnaire Tlistorique,) “during his life, made him to be admired by 
fools, and despised by men of sense; at present the latter sentiment 
prevails. He was either very weak or very presumptuous, to flatter 
himself that he had the keys of things of which God reserves the know* 
ledge to liimselL”—Dick Hist- tom. v, Caen, 1781 
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very ^^cinity of Cathay, exclaims with sudden zeal, “ Who 
will offer himself for this task ? If dur Lord permit me to 


return to Spain, ,I engage to laKe him there, God helping, m 
safety.” 

Nothing is more characteristic of (Jolumbus than his ear¬ 


nest, artless, at times eloquent, and at times almost incohe¬ 
rent letters. What an instance of soaring enthusiasm and ir¬ 
repressible enterprise is here exhibited! At the time that he 


was indulging in these visions, and proposing new and ro¬ 
mantic enterprises, he was broken down by age and infirmities, 
racked by pain, confined to his bed, and shut up im a wreck 
on the coast of a remote and savage island. No stronger 
picture can be given of his situation, than that which shortly 
follows this transient glow of excitement; when, \vith one t)f 


his sudden transitions of thought, he awakens, as it were, to 


his actual condition. 




“ Hitherto,” says he, “ I have wept for others ; but now, 
have pity upon me, heaven, and weep for me, O earth! In 
my temporal concerns, without a farthing to otter for a mass ; 
cast away here in the Indies; surrounded by cruel and hos¬ 
tile savages ; isolated, infirm, expecting each day will be my 
last: in spiritual concerns, separated from the holy sacra¬ 
ments of the church, so that my soul, if parted here from my 
body, must be for ever lost! Weep for me, whoever has 
charity, truth and justice! L came not on this voyage to 
gain honour or ftstato, that is most certain, for all hope of the 
kind was already dead within me. I came to serve your ilia- 
jesties with a soundPintention and an honest zeal, and I speak 
no falsehood. If it should please God to deliveB me hence, I 
humbly supplicate your ma,jesties to peumit me to repair to 
Rome, and perform other pilgrimages.” * 

The dispatches ‘being ready, and the preparations of tlie 
canoe completed, Diego Mepdez embarked, with his Spanish 
comrade and his six Indians, and departed along the coast to 
the eastward. The voyage was toilsome and perilous. They 
had to make their way against strong currents. Once they 
were taken by roving canoes of Indians, but made their escape, 
and at length arrived at the end of the island; a distance of 
thirty-four leagues from the harbour. Here they remained, 
waiting for calm weather to venture upon the broad gulf, 
when tibey w^re suddenly surrounded and taken prisoner by a 
number of hostile Indians, who carried them off a distance f)f 
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three leagues, where they determined to kill tlu'm. Some 
dispute arose about the division of the spoils taken IVoui the 
Spaniards, whercupoS* the savages agreed to settle it by a 
game of chance. Wliile they were thus engaged, Diego 
Mendez escaped, found his way to his canoe, embarked in it, 
and returned alone to the bai'bour after fifteen days’ absence. 
What became of his companions he does not mention, being 
seldom apt to speak of any person but himself. This account 
is taken from the narrative inserted in his last will and 
testament. 

Columbus, though grieved at the failure of his message, was 
rejoiced at the escape of the faithful Mendez. The latter, 
nothing daunted by the perils and hardships he had under¬ 
gone, ofiPered to depart immediately on a second attempt, 
provided he could have persons to accompany him to the end 
of the island, and protect him from the natives. I'liis the 
Ad'dantado offered to undertake, with a large party well 
armed. Bartholomew Ficsco, a Genoese, who had been 
captain of one of the caravels, w'as associated with Mendez in 
this second expedition. He was a man of great w'orth, 
strongly attached to the ifdmiral, and much esteemed by him. 
lilAch had a large canoe under his command, in which w'(;re 
six Spaniards and ten Indians—the latter were to serve as 
oarsmen. The canoes were to keep in company. On reaching 
Hispaniola, Fiesco was to return immediately to Jamaica, to 
relieve the anxiety of the admiral and his crew, by tidings of 
the safe arriv-al of their messenger. In the meantime. Diego 
Mendez was to proceed to San Domingo, dcHver his letter to 
Ovando, procure and dispatch a ship, and then depart for 
Spain wdth a letter to the sovereigns. • 

All arrangements* being made, the Indians placed in the 
canoes their frugaf provisions of cassava bjgL.ad, and each his 
calabash of water. The Spaniards, beside their bread, had a 
lupply of the flesh of ntias, and each his sword and target. 
Til this way they launched forth upon their long and perilous 
voyage, followed by the prayers of their countrymen. 

The Adelantado, with b is armec' band, kept pace with them 
along the coast. There was no attempt of th'e natives to 
molest them, and they arrived in safety at the end of the 
island. Here they remained three days before the sea was 
sufficiently cahn for them to venture forth in their feeblo 
harks. At length, the weather being quite serene, they bade 
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forowcll to their comrades, and committed themselves to the 
oroad sea. The Adelantado remained, 'vatching them, until 
they became mere specks on the ocean, and the evening hid 
them from his view. The next day he set out on his return 
to the harbour, stopping at various villages on the way, and 
endeavouring to confirm the good-will of the natives.* 

CHArTER IL—[1503.1 

It might have been thought that the adverse fortune which 
had so long persecuted Columbus was now exhausted. The 
envy which had once sickened at his glory and prosperity 
could scarcely have devised for him a more forlorn heritage 
in the world he had discovered. The tenant of a wreck on 
savage coast, in an untraversed ocean, at the mercy of bar 
barous hordes, who, in a moment, from precarious friends.^ 
might be transformed into ferocious enemies; afflicted, too, 
by excruciating maladies which confined him to his bed, Lnd 
by the pains and infirmities which hardship and anxiety had 
heaped upon his advancing age. But he had not yet exhausted 
his cup of bitterness. lie had yet to experience an evil worse 
than storm, or shipwreck, or bodily'anguish, or the violence 
of savage hordes,—the perfidy of those in whom he confided. 

Mendez and Fiesco had not long departed when the 
Spaniards in the wreck began to grow sickly, partly from the 
toils and exposures of tltb recent voyage, partly from being 
crowded in narrow quarters in' a moist and sultry climate, and 
partly from want of their accustomed food, for they could 
not habituate thenjselves to the vegetable diet of the Indians. 
Their maladies were rendered more insupportable by mental 
suffering, ^by that suspense which frets the spirit, and that 
hope deferred which corrodes the heart. ^ Accustomed to a 
life of bustle and variety, they had now nothing to do but 
loiter about the dreary hulk, look out upon the sea, watch for 
the canoe of Fiesco, wonder at its protracted absence, and 
doubt its return. A long time elapsed, much more than 
sufficient for the voyage, but nothing was seen or heard of the 
canoe. Fears were entertained that their messenger had 
perished. If so, how long were they to remain here, vainly 
looking for relief which was never to arrive? Some sank 
into deep despondency, others became peevish and impatient. 
Murmurs broke forth, and, as usual with men in distress, 

* Hist, del Almirauto, cap. 101. 
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murmurs of the most unreasonable kind. Instead of sympa¬ 
thizing with their figed and infirm commander, who was 
involved in the same calamity, who in sufiering transcended 
them all, and yet who was incessantly studious of their wel¬ 
fare, they began to rail against him as the cause of all their 
misfortunes.' 

The factious feeling of an unreasonable multitude would he 
of little importance if left to itself, and might end in idle 
clamour; it is the industry of one or two evil spirits which 
generally directs it to an object, and makes it mischievous. 
Among the officers of Columbus wer6 two brothers, Francisco 
and Diego de Porras. They were related to the royal trea¬ 
surer Morales, who- had married their sister, and had made 
interest with the admiral to give them some employment in 
the expedition. * To gratify the treasurer, he had appointed 
Francisco de Porras captain of one of the caravels, and had 
obfained for his brothei* Diego the situation of notary and 
accountant-general*of the squadron. He had treated them, 
ns he declares, with the kindness of relatives, though both 
proved incompetent to tl^cir situations. They were vain and 
insolent men, and, like many others whom Columbus had 
benefited, requited his kindness with black ingratitude, f 

lliese men, finding the common people in a highly im¬ 
patient and discontented state, wrought upon them with 
seditious insinuations, assuring them that all hope of relief 
through the agency of Mendez was idle ; i4 being a mere 
delpsion ot the admiral to keep them quiet, and render them 
subservient to his purposes. He had no desire nor intention 
to return to Spain; and in fact was banished thence. Hispa¬ 
niola was equally closed to him, as had been proved by the 
exclusion of his »hfps from its harbour in a time of peril. 
To him, at present, all places were alike, atid he was conttmt 
to remain in Jamaica until his friends could make interest at 
court, and procure his recal from banishment. As to Mendez 
and Fiesco, they had been sent to Spain by Columbus on his 
own private afiairs, not to procure a ship for the relief of his 
followers. If this were not the case, why did not the ships 
arrive, or why did not Fiesco return, as had been promised ^ 
Or if the canoes had really been sent for succour, the long 
time that had elapsed without tidings of them, gave reason 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. ] 02. 

t Letter of Columbus to his son Diego. Navarrete, Colec. 
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to believe they had perished by the way. In such case, thcii 
oiily alternative would be, to take the pinoes of the Indians, 
nnd endeavour to reach Hispaniola. There was no hope, 
however, of persuading the admiral to such an undertaking; 
he was too old, and too helpless from the gout, to expose 
himself to the hardships of such a voyage. What then? 
were they to be sacrificed to his interests or his infirmities ?— 
to give up their only chance for escape, and linger and perish 
with him in this desolate wreck: If they succeeded in 
reaching Hispaniola, they would be the better received for 
having left the admiral behind. Ovando was secretly hostile 
to him, fearing that he would regain the government of the 
island; on their arrival in Spain, the Bishop Fonseca, from 
his enmity to Columbus, would be sure to take their part; 
the brothers Porras had powerful friends and relatives at 
court, to counteract any representations that might be made 
by the admiral; and they cited the ease of Roldan's rebelllbn, 
to show that the prejudices of the public, and of men in 
power, would always be against him. Nay, they insinuated 
that the sovereigns, who, on that occasion, had deprived him 
of part of his dignities and privileges, would rejoice at a 
pretext for stripping him of the remainder.* 

Columbus was aware that the minds of his people were 
embittered against him. He had repeatedly been treated 
with insolent impatience, and reproached with being the 
cause of their, disasters. Adfcustomed, however, to the un¬ 
reasonableness of men in adversity, and exercised, by many 
trials, in the mastery of his passions, he bore with their 
petulance, sootlicd their irritation, and endeavoured to cheer 
their spirits by the hopes of speedy succour. "A little while 
longer, and he trusted that Fiesco woilidt arrive with good 
tidings, when the certainty of relief would put an end to all 
these clamours. The mischief, however, was deeper than he 
apprehended: a complete mutiny had been organized. 

On the 2nd of January, 1504, he was in his small cabin on 
the stem of his vessel, being confined to his bed by the gout, 
whi^h had now rendered him a complete cripple. While 
ruminating on his disastrous situation, Francisco de Porras 
suddenly entered. His abrupt and agitated manner betrayed 
the^ evd nature of his visit. He had the flurried impudence 
of'a ihaa about to commit an open crime. Breaking fort> 
* Hist del Almirant^ cap. 102. 
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ifito bitter complaints, at their being kept, week after week, 
and month after mo Ah, to perish piecemeal in that desolate 
place, he accused the admiral of having no intention to return 
to Spain. Columbus suspected something sinister from his 
inuBual arrogance; he maintained, however, his calmness, 
and, raising himself from his bed, endeavoured to reason with 
Porras. He pointed out the impossibility of departing until 
those who had gone to Hispaniola should send them vessels. 
He represented how much more urgent must be his desire to 
depart, since he had not only his own safety to provide for, 
but was accountable to God and his sovereigns for the welfare 
of all who had been committed to his charge. He reminded 
Porras that he had always consulted with them all, as to the 
measures to be taken fof the common safety, and that what 
he had done, had been with the general approbation ; still, if 
any other measure ajipeared advisable, he recommended that 
they should assemble together, and consult upon it, and adopt 
whatever course appeared most judicious. 

The measures of Porras and his comrades, however, were 
already concerted, and when men arc determined on mutiny, 
they are deaf to reason. He bluntly replied, that there wu^ 
no time for further consultations. “ Embark immediately, ur 
remain in God’s name, were the only alternatives.” “ For 
my part,” said he, turning his baejj: upon the admiral, and 
elevating his voice so that it resounded all over the vessel, 
“ I am for Castile! those who choose mav follcPtv me!” shouts 
arosp immediately from all sides, “ I will follow you ! and I! 
and I!” Numbers of the crew sprang upon the most con¬ 
spicuous parts of the ship, brandishing weapons, an^ uttering 
mingled threats and cries of rebellion. Some called upon 
Porras for orders •wtat to do; others shouted “ To Castile ! 
to Castile!” while, amidst the general uproar, the voices of 
some desperadoes were heard menacing the life of the ad¬ 
miral. 

Columbus, hearing the tumult, leaped from his bed, ill and 
infirm as he was, and tottered out of the cabin, stumbling 
and falling in the exertion, hoping by his presence to pacify 
the mutineers. Three or four of his faithful adherents, how¬ 
ever, fearing some violence might be offered him, tlirew 
themselves between him and the throng, and faking him in 
their arms, compelled him to return to his cabin. 

The Adelantado likewise sallied forth, but in a different 

2 N 2 
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mood. He planted himself, with lance in hand, in a situatioc. 
to take the whole brunt of the assault. Ijw'was with the greatest 
difficulty that several of the loyal part of the crew could ap¬ 
pease his fury, and prevail upon him to relinquish his weapon, 
and retire to the cabin of his brother. They now entreated 
Porras and his companions to depart peaceably, since no one 
sought to oppose them. No advantage could be gained by 
violence; but should they cause the death of the admiral, they 
would draw upon themselves the severest punishment from 
tlie sovereigns.* 

These representations moderated the turbulence of the 
mutineers, and they now proceeded to carry their plans into 
execution. Taking ten canoes which the admiral had pur¬ 
chased of the Indians, tliey embarked in them with as much 
exultation as if certain of immediately landing on the shores 
of Spain. Others, who had not been concerned in the mutiny, 
Bering so large a force departing, and fearing to remain •be¬ 
hind, when so reduced in number, hastily collected their effects, 
and entered likewise into the canoes. In this way forty-eight 
abandoned the admiral. Many of those who remained were 
only detained by sickness, for, had they been well, most of 
them would have accompanied the deserters.f The few who 
remained faithful to the admiral, and the sick, who crawled 
forth from the cabins, saw the departure of the mutineers with 
tears and lamentations, giving themselves up for lost. Not¬ 
withstanding liis malady, Cdiumbus left his bed, mingling 
among those who were loyal, and visiting those who were ill, 
endeavouring in i^very way to cheer and comfort them. He 
entreated them to put their trust in God, who would yet 
relieve them; and he promised, on his return to Spain, to 
throw himself at the feet of the queen, rtepjresent their loyalty 
and constancy, and obtain for them rewards that should com¬ 
pensate for all their sufferings. J 

In the mcartime, Francisco de Porras and his followers, in 
their squadron of canoes, coasted the island to the eastward, 
following the route taken by Mendez and Fiesco. Wherever 
they landed, they committed outrages upon the Indians, 
robbing them of their provisions, and whatever they coveted 
of their effects. They endeavoured to make their own crimes 
redound to the prejuffice of Columbus, pretending to act under 

* Las Oasas, Hb. ii. cap. 32. Hist del Almirante, cap. 102. 

f Hist, del Almirante, cap. 102 X Ias Casas, lib. ii. can. d2. 
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hid authority, and affirming that he would pay for everything 
they took. If he rft*used, they told the natives to kill him. 
I'hey represented him as an implacable foe to the Indians, 
as one who had tyrannized over other islands, causing the 
misery and death of the natives, and who only sought to gain 
a sway here for the purpose of inflicting like calamities. 

Having reached the eastern extremity of the island, they 
waited until the weather should be perfectly calm, before 
they ventured to cross the gulf. Being unskilled in the 
management of canoes, they procured several Indians to 
accompany them. The sea being at length quite smooth, 
they set forth upon their voyage. Scarcely had they pro¬ 
ceeded four leagues from land when a contrary wind arose, 
and the waves began to swell. They turned immediately for 
shore. The canoes, from their light structure, and being 
nearly round and without keels, were easily overturned, and 
required to be carefully balanced. They were now deeply 
freighted by men unaccustomed to them, and as the sea rose, 
they frequently let in the water. The Spaniards were alanned, 
and endeavoured to lighten them, by throwing overboard 
everjd;hing that could be spared; retaining only their arms, 
and a part of their provisions. The danger auugmented with 
the wind. They now compelled the Indians to leap into the 
sea, excepting such as were absolutely necessary to navigate 
the canoes. If they hesitated, they drove them overboard 
with the edge of the sworS. The Indians were skilful 
swimmers, but the distance to land was too great for their 
strength. They kept about the canoes, tlerefore, taking hold 
of them occasionally to rest themselves and recover breath. 
As their weight (ystiu*bed the balance of the Sanoes, and 
3 ndangered thei# overturning, the Spaniards cut off their 
hands, and stabbed them with their swords. Some died by 
the weapons of these cruel men, others were exhausted and 
sank beneath the waves; thus eighteen perished miserably, 
and none survived, but such as had been retained to manage 
the canoes. 

When the Spaniards got back to land, different opinions 
arose as to what course they should next pursue. Some were 
for crossing to Cuba, for which island the wind was favoui - 
able. It was thought they might easily cross thence to the 
end of Hispaniola. Others advised that they should return 
and make their peace with the admiral, or take from him 
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wbat remained of arms and stores, having thrown almost 
everything overboard during their late danger. Others coun¬ 
selled another attempt to cross over to Hispaniola, as soon as 
the sea should become tranquil. 

This last advice was adopted. They remained for a month 
at an Indian village near the eastern point of the island, living 
on the substance of the natives, and treating them in the most 
arbitrary and capricious manner. When at length the wea¬ 
ther became serene, they made a second attempt, but were 
again driven biick by adverse winds. Losing all patience, 
therefore, and despairing of the enterprise, they abandoned 
their canoes, and returned westward; wandering from village 
to village, a dissolute and lawless gang, supporting themselves 
by fair means or foul, according as they met with kindness or 
hostility, and passing like a pestilence through the island.* 

CHAPTER III.—[1504.] 

While Porras and his crew were raging about with that 
desperate and joyless licentiousness which attends the aban¬ 
donment of principle, Columbus presented the opposite picture 
of a man true to others and to himself, and supported, amidst 
hardships and difficulties, by conscious rectitude. Deserted 
by the healthful and vigorous portion of his garrison, he ex¬ 
erted himself to soothe and encourage the infirm and despond¬ 
ing remnant which remaiiftd. Regardless of his own painful 
maladies, he was only attentive to relieve their sufferings. 
The few who were fit for service were required to mount 
guard on the wreck, or attend upon the sick; there 
were none to forage for provisions. The scrupulous good 
faith and amiable conduct maintained by Columbus towards 
the natives had now their effect. ConSidfjrable supplies of 
promsions were brought by them from time to time, which he 
purchased at a reasonable rate. The most palatable and 
nourishing of these, together with the small stock of European 
biscuit mat remained, he ordered to be appropriated to the 
sustenance of the infirm. Knowing how much the body is 
affected by the operations of the mind, he endeavoured to 
rouse the spirits, and animate the hopes, of the drooping suf¬ 
ferers. Concealing his own anxiety, he maintained a serene 
and even cheerful countenance, encouraging his men by kind 
words, and holding forth confident anticipations of eneedy 
* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 102.. T^as Casas, lib. il. cap. 32. 
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lelief. By bis friendly and careful treatment, he soon re¬ 
cruited both the hcaj^ and spirits of his people, and brought 
them into a condition to contribute to the common saiety. 
Judicious regulations, calmly, but firmly enforced, maintained 
everything in order. The men became sensible of tlie ad¬ 
vantages of wholesome discipline, and perceived that the re¬ 
straints imposed upon them by their commander, were for their 
own good, and ultimately productive of their own comfoi-t. 

Columbus had thus succeeded in guarding against internal 
ills, when alarming evils began to menace from without. The 
Indians, unused to lay up any stock of provisions, and unwill¬ 
ing to subject tliemselves to extra labour, found it difficult to 
fui-nish the quantity of food daily required for so many hungry 
men. The European trinkets, once so precious, lost their 
value, in proportion as they became common. The im])f)rtancc 
of the admiral had been greatly diminished by the desertion 
of'.?o many of his followers; and the malignant instigations 
of the rebels had awakened jealousy and <mmity in several of 
the villages, which had been acf ustomed to furnish provisions. 

By degrees, therefore, the supplies fell off. The arrange¬ 
ments for the daily deli very of certain quantities, made by 
Diego Mendez, were irregularly attended to, and at length 
ceased entirely. The Indians no longer thronged to the har¬ 
bour with provisions, and often refused them when applied 
for. I'he Sjjaniards were obliged^ forage about the neigh¬ 
bourhood for their daily food ;»but found mrire and more dif¬ 
ficulty in procuring it; thus, in addition to tlfeir other causes 
fof despondency, they began to entertain horrible apprehen¬ 
sions of famine. 

The admir'd heard their melancholy forebodings ^and beheld 
the growdng evil^lmt was at a loss for a remedy. To resort 
to force was an Sternative full of danger ^and of but tempo¬ 
rary efficacy. ' It would require all those who were well 
enough to bear arms to sally forth, while he and the rest of 
the infirm would be left defenceless on board of the wreck, 
exposed to the vengeance of the natives. 

In the meantime, the scarcity daily increased. The Indians 
perceived ihc wants of the white men, and had learnt from 
them the art of making bargains. They asked ten times the 
former quantity of European articles for any amount of pro¬ 
visions, and brought their supplies in scanty quantities, to 
enhance the eagerness of the hungry Spaniards. At length, 
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even this relief ceased^ and there was an absolute <iistress fo? 
food. The jealousy of the natives 1^4 been universally 
roused by Porras and his followers, and they withheld all 
provisions, in hopes either of starving the admiral and his 
people, or of driving them from the island. 

In this extremity, a fortunate idea presented itself to Co¬ 
lumbus. From his knowledge of astronomy, he ascertained 
that, within three days, there woidd be a total eclipse of the 
moon in the early part of the night. He sent, therefore, an 
Indian of Hispaniola, who served as his interpreter, to sum¬ 
mon the principal caciques to a grand conference, appointing 
for it the day of the eclipse- When all were assembled, he 
told them by his interpreter, that he and his followers were 
worshippers of a Deity who dwelt in the skies; who favoured 
such as did well, but punished all transgressors; That, as 
they must all have noticed, he had protected Diego Mendoz 
and his companions in their voyage, because they went»in 
obedit-icc to the orders of their commander ; but had visited 
l*oiTas and his companions with all kinds of afflictions, in con¬ 
sequence of their rebellion. This great Deity, he added, was 
incensed against the Indians who reftised to furnish his faith¬ 
ful worshippers with provisions, and intended to chastise 
them with famine and pestilence. Lest they should disbelieve 
this warning, a signal would be given that night. They would 
behold the moon change it^colour, and gradually lose its light; 
a token of the fearful punishment which awaited them. 

Many of the Indians were alarmed at the prediction, others 
treated it with derision,—all, however, awaited with solicitude 
the coming of the ifight. When they beheld a darli shadow 
stealing over the moon, they began to tremble; ivith the pro¬ 
gress of the eclipse their fears increased, cai^d when they saw 
a mysterious darkness covering the whole face of nature, there 
were no bounds to their terror. Seizing upon whatever pro¬ 
visions were at hand, they hunied to the ships, thi'ew them¬ 
selves at the feet of Columbus, and implored him to intercede 
with his Gjod to withhold the threatened calamities, assuring 
him they would thenceforth bring him whatever he required. 
Columbus shut h’mself up in his cabin, as if to commune with 
the Deity, and remained there during the increase of the 
eclipse, the forests and shores all the while resounding with 
the bowlings and supplications of the savages. When the 
eclipse was about to diminish, he came forth and informea 
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the natives that his God had deigned to pardon them, on con¬ 
dition of their fulfilling their promises ; in sign of which he 
would withdraw the darkness from the moon. 

When the Indians saw that planet restored to its bright¬ 
ness, and rolling in all its beauty through the firmament, they 
overwhelmed the admiral with thanks for his intercession, and 
repaired to their homes, joyful at having escaped such great 
disasters, liegarding Columbus with awe and reverence, as 
a man in the peculiar favour and confidence of the Deity, 
since he knew upon earth wh,at was passing in the heavens, 
they hastened to propitiate him with gifts; supplies again ar¬ 
rived daily at the harbour, and from that time forward, there 
was no want of provisions.^* 

CHAPTER IV.—[1504.] 

Eight months had now elapsed since tlic departure of 
Mi'ndez and Fiesco, without any tidings of their fate. For a 
long time the Sjjaniards had kept a wistful look-out upon the 
ocean, flattering themselves that every Indian canoe, gliding 
at a distance, might be the harbinger of deliverance. The 
hopes of the most san^ine were now fast sinking into de¬ 
spondency. What thousand perils awaited such frail haiks^ 
and so weak a party, on an expedition of the kind ! Eithei 
the canoes had been swallowed up by boisterous waves and 
adverse currents, or their crews •had perished among tho 
rugged mountains and savage tribes of Hispaniola. To in¬ 
crease their despondency, they were informed that a vessi l 
lutd been seen, bottom upwards, driftte-'j with the currents 
along the coasts of Jamaica. This might be the vessel sent to 
their relief; ‘und if so, all their hopes were shipwrecked wdth 
it. This nimou^ it is affirmed, was invented and circulated 
in the island by the rebels, that it might; reach the ears o? 
those who remained faithful to the admiral, and reduce them 
lo despair.f It no doubt had its efiect. Losing all hoi)e ()f 
aid from a distance, and considering themselves abandoned 
and forgotten by the world, many grew wild and desperate 
in their plans. Another conspiracy was formed by one Ber¬ 
nardo, an apothecary of Valencia, with two confederates, 
Alonzo de Zamora aiiJ Pedi*o de Villatoro. They designed 
to seize upon the remaining canoes, and seek their w'ay to 
Hispaniola. J 

* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 103. Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. ii. cap. 3& 

Hist del Almiraute, c. 104. i 1^ Casas, ubi sap. 
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llie mutiny was on the very point of breakinf^ out, when 
one evening, towards dusk, a sail was etijn standing towards 
the harbour. The transports of the poor Spaniards may be 
more easily conceived than described. The vessel was of 
email size; it kept out to sea, but sent its boat to visit thei 
ehips. Every eye was eagerly bent to hail the countenances 
of Christians and deliverers. As the boat approached, they 
descried in it Diego de Escobar, a man who had been one of 
the most active confederates of Roldan in his rebellion, who 
had been condemned to death- under the administration of 
Columbus, and pardoned by his successor Bobadilla. There 
was bad omen in such a messenger. 

Coming alongside of thfe ships, Escobar put a letter on 
board from Ovando, governor of His|mniola, together with a 
barrel of wine and a side of bacon, sent as presents to the 
admiral. He then drew off, and talked with Columbus from 
a distance. He told him that he was sent by the governor to 
express his great concern at his misfortunes, and his regret at 
not having in port a vessel of sufficient size to bring off him¬ 
self and his people, but that he "vi^ould send one as soon 
as possible. Escobar gave the admiral assurances likewise, tha* 
his concerns in Hispaniola had been faithfully attended to. ,He 
requested him, if he had any letter to write to the governor 
in reply, to give it to him as soon as possible, as he wished to 
return immediately. * 

There was sqpiething extremely singular in this mission, 
but there was no time for comments, Escobar was urgent, to 
depart. Columbus* hastened, therefore, to write a reply to 
Ovando. depicting the dangers and distresses of his situation, 
increased cfs they were by the rebellion of Porras, but ex- 
pressing his reliance on his promise to sInd him relief, con¬ 
fiding in which b^ should remain patiently on board of his 
wreck. He recommended Diego Mendez and Bartholomew 
Fiesco to his favour, assuring him that they were not sent to 
San Domingo with any artful design, but simply to represent 
his perilous situation, and to apply for succour.* When 
Escobar received this letter, he returned immediately on board 
of his vessel, which made all sail, and soon disappeared in the 
gathering gloom of the night. 

If the Spaniards had hailed the arrival of this vessel with 
transport, its sudden departure and the mysterious conduct eff 


* XiM Casas, Ub. il. cap. 84. 
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fiscobar inspired no less wonder and consternation. Tic had 
kept aloof from all%)nimunication with them, as if he felt no 
interest in their welfare, or sympathy in their mislortunos. 
Columbus saw the gloom that had gathered in their counte¬ 
nances, and feared the consequences. He eagerly sought, 
therefore, to dispel their suspicions, professing himself satisfied 
with the communications received from Ovando, and assuring 
them that vessels would soon arrive to take them all away. 
In confidence of this, he said, he had declined to depart with 
Escobar, because his vessel was too small to take the whole, 
preferring to remain with them and share their lot, and had 
dispatched the caravel in such haste that no time might be 
lost in expediting the necessary ships. These assurances, and 
the certainty that their situation was known in San Domingo, 
cheered the hearts of the people. Their hopes again revived, 
and the conspiracy, which' had been on the point of breaking 
fofth, was completely disconcerted. 

In secret, however, Columbus was exceedingly indignant at 
the conduct bf Ovando. He had left him for many months 
in a state of the utmos| diinger and most distressing uncer¬ 
tainty, exposed to the hostilities of the natives, the seditions 
of his men, and the suggestions of his own despair. He had, 
at length, sent a mere tantalizing mesvsage, by a man known 
to be one of his bitterest enemies, with a present of food, 
w'hieh, from its scantiness, seemeTl intended to iriock their 
necessities. * , 

^Columbus believed that Ovando had purposeiy neglected 
him, hoping that he might perish on the island, being apjire- 
hensive that, should he return in safety, he would be reinstated 
in the goveriiment of Hispaniola; and he considePed Escobar 
merely as a spy leilt to ascertain the state of himself and his 
crew, and whether they were yet in existence. Las Casas, 
who was then at San Domingo, expresses similar suspicions. 
He says that Escobar was chosen because Ovando was certain 
that, from ancient enmity he would have no sympathy for the 
admiral. That he w^as ordered not to go on board of the 
vessels, nor to land, neither was he to hold conversation with 
any of the crew, nor to receive any letters, except those of 
the admiral In a word, that he was a mere scout to collect 
information. * 

Others have ascribed the long neglect of Ovando to extreme 
* Lae Casas, lib. ii. cap. 33. Hiet. del Almiraute, cap. 103. 
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caution. There was a rumour prevalen^that Columbus, uti- 
tated at the suspension of his dignities by the court of Spain, 
intended to transfer his newly-discovered countries into the 
hands of his native republic Genoa, or of some other power. 
Such rumours had long been current, and to their recent‘ 
circulation Columbus himself alludles in his letter sent to the 
sovereigns by Diego Mendez. The most plausible apology 
given, is, that Ovando was absent for several months in the 
interior, occupied in wars with the natives, and that there 
were no ships at San Domingo of sufficient burden to take 
Columbus and his crew to Spain. He may have feared that 
should they come to reside for any length of time on the 
island, cither the admiral would interfere in public affairs, or. 
endeavour to make a party in his faVour, or that, in conse¬ 
quence of the number of his old enemies still resident there, 
former scenes of faction and turbulence might be revive^. * 
In the meantime the situation of Columbus in Jamaica, while 
it disposed of him quietly until vessels Should arrive from 
Spain, could not, he may have thought, be hazardous. He 
had sufficient force and arms for defcnee, and he had made 
amicable arrangements with the natives for the supply of 
provisions, as Diego Mendez, who had made those arrange¬ 
ments, had no doubt informed him. Such may have been the 
reasoning by which Ovando, under the real influence of his 
interest, may have reconciled ^ his conscience to a measure 
which excited the strong reprobation of his contemporaries, 
and has continued to draw upon him the suspicions «of 
mankind. • 

CHAPTER V.—[15G4.'l 

It is proper to give here some accougt of tlie mission of 
Diego Mendez and Bartholomew Fiesco, anfl of the circum¬ 
stances which pimtjnted the latter from returning to Jamaica. 
Having taken leave of the Adelantado at the east end of the 
island, they continued all day in a direct course, animating 
the Indians who navigated their canoes, and who frequently 
paused at their labour. There was no wind, the sky was 
without a cloud, and the sea perfectly calm; the he.at was 
intolerable, and the rays of the sun reflected from the surface 
«f the ocean, seemed to scorch their very eyes. The Indians, 
exhausted by heat and toil, would often leap into the water to 
cool and refresh themselves, and, after remaining there a 
* Las Casas, ubi sup. Hist, del Almimite, uhi sup; 
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ffhort time, would return with new vigour to their labours. 
\t the going down'^f the sun they lost sight of land. During 
-'he night the Indians took turns, one half to row while the 
others slept. Tlie Spaniards, in like manner, divided th('ir 
• forces: while one h^f took repose, the others kept guard 
with their weapons in hand, ready to defend themselves in 
case of any perfidy on the part of their savage companions. 

Watching and toiling in this way through the night, they 
were exceedingly fatigued at the return of day. Nothing was 
to be seen but sea and sky. Their frail canoes, heaving up 
and down with the swelling and sinking of the ocean, seemed 
scarcely capable of sustaining the broad undulations of a calm ; 
how would they be able to live amid waves and surges, should 
the wind arise ? 'Jhe eommandei’s did all they could to keep 
up the flagging spirits of the men. Sometimes they per¬ 
mitted them a respite ; at other times they took tlic paddles 
aiid shared their toils. But labour and fatigue were soon for¬ 
gotten in a new source of suflering. During the preceding 
sultry day and night, the Indians, parched and fiitigiu’d, had 
drunk up all the water^ They now began to experience the 
torments of thirst. In proportion as the day advanced, their 
thirst increased; the calm, which favoured the navigation of 
the canoes, rendered this misery the more intense. There 
Avas not a breeze to fan the air, nor counteraetthe ardent rays 
of a tropical sun. Their suflerifigs were iiritated by the 
prospect around them—nothfng but water,^whde they were 
j)(;rishiiig with thirst. At mid-day their strength failed them, 
and they could work no longer. Fort ^lately, at this time 
the commanders of the canoes found, or pretended to find, two 
small kegs of water, which they had perhaps secretly reserved 
for such an extremity. Administering the precious contents 
from time to time, in sparing mouthfuls to their companions, 
and particularly to the labouring Indians, they enabled them 
to resume their toils. They cheered them with the hopes of 
soon arriving at a small island called Navasa, which lay 
directly in their way, and was only eight leagues from His¬ 
paniola. Here they would be able to procure water, and 
might take repose. 

For the rest of the day they continued faintly and wearily 
labouring forward, and keeping an anxious look-out for the 
island. The day passed awjiy, the sun went down, yet there 
was no sign of land, not even a cloud on the horizon that 
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deceive them into a hope. According to their calcu¬ 
lations, they had certainly come the di^'^Mice from Jamaica 
at which Navasa lay. They began to fcjir that they had 
deviated from their course. If so, they should miss the island 
entirely, and perish with thirst before they could reach 
Hispaniola. 

The night closed upon them without any sight of the island. 
Tliey now despaired of touching at it, for it was so small and 
low, that, even if they were to pass near, they would scarcely 
be able to perceive it in the dark. One of the Indians sank 
and died, under the accumulated sufferings of labour, heat, 
and raging thirst. His body was thrown into the sea. Others 
lay panting and gasping at the bottom of the canoes. Their 
companions, troubled in spirit, and pxhausted in strength, 
feebly continued their toils. Sometimes they endeavoured to 
cool their parched palates by taking sea-water in their mouths, 
but its briny acrimony rather increased their thirst. Now 
and then, but very sparingly, they were ^allowed a drop of 
water from the kegs; but this w'as only in cases of the utmost 
extremity, and principally to those who were cmjjloyed in 
rowing. The night had far advandbd, but those wdiose turn 
it W'as to take repose were unable to sleep, from the intensity 
of their thirst; or if they slept, it was but to be tantalized 
with dreams of cool fountains and running brooks, and to 
awmken in redoubled torment. The last drop of water had 
been dealt out to the Indian «*ow'er8, but it only seiwed to 
irritate their sifEerings. They scarce could move their pad¬ 
dles; one after another gave up, and it seemed impossiGle 
they should live to ^cach Hispaniola. 

The commanders, by admirable management,»had hitherto 
kept up this weaiy struggle with suffering jyid despair; they 
now, too, began to.despond. Diego Mendez sat watching the 
horizon, which was gradually lighting up with those faint rays 
which precede the rising of the moon. As that planet rose, 
he perceived it to emerge from behind some dark mass elevated 
above the level of the ocean. He immediately gave the 
animating cry of, “ land! ” His almost expiring companions 
were roused by it to new life. It proved to be the island of 
Navasa, but so small, and low% and distant, that had it not 
been thus revealed by the rising of the moon, they would 
never have discovered it. The error in their reckoning with 
respect to the island had arisen from miscalculating ti|ie raU 
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of sailing of the canoes, and from not making sufficient 
allowance for the fiiU3gue of the rowers and the opposition of 
the current. 

New vigour was now diffiised throughout the crews. They 
^xerted themselves with feverish impatience; by the dawn of 
day they reached the land, and, springing on shore, returned 
thanks to God for such signal deliverance. The island was a 
mere mass of rocks half a league in circuit. There was 
neither tree, nor shrub,* nor herbage, nor stream, nor fountain. 
Hurrying about, however, with anxious search, they found to 
their joy abundance of rain-water in the hollows of the rocks. 
Eagerly scooping it up, wdth their calabashes, they quenched 
their burning thirst by immoderate draughts. In vain the 
more prudent w^amed» the others of their danger. The 
Spaniards were in some degree restrained; but the poor 
Indians, whose toils had increased the fever of their thirst, 
gave way to a kind of frantic indulgence. Several died upon 
the spot, and others fell dangerously ill.* 

Having allayed their thirst, they now looked about in search 
of food. A few shell-fish were found along the shore, and 
Diego Mendez striking a light, and gathering drift-wood, they 
w'ere enabled to boil them, and to make a delicious banquet. 
All day they remained reposing in the shade of the rocks, 
rcfi’eshing themselves after their intolerable sufferings, and 
gazing upon Hispaniola, whose nfountains rose above the 
horizon, at eight leagues distaifce. ^ 

In the cool of the evening they once more embarked, invi¬ 
gorated by repose, and arrived safely at Cj^pe Tiburon on the 
following day, the fourth since their departure from Jamaica 
Here they laftdcd on the banks of a beautiful river, where* 
they were kindly are?eived and treated by the natives. Such 
are the particulars, collected from different sources, of this 
adventurous and interesting voyage, on the precarious success 
of which depended the deliverance of Columbus and his 
crews.f' llie voyagers remained for two days among the 
hospitable natives on the banks of the river to refresh thein- 

* Not far from the island of Navasa there gushes up in the sea a pure 
fountain of fresh water that sweetens the surface for some distance; lliia 
circumstance was of course unknown to the Spaniards at the time. 
(Oviedo, Cronica, lib. vi. cap. 12.) 

t Hist, del Almirante, cap. 105. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 31. Testa* 
meut of Diego Mendez. Navarreti', ton i. 
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selves. Fiesco would have returned to Jamaica, accordioi^ t® 
promise, to give assurance to the admir%':'.ind his companions 
of the safe arrival of their messenger; but both Spaniards 
and Indians had suffered so much during the voyage, that 
nothing could induce them to encounter the perils of a return^ 
in the canoes. 

Parting with his companions, Piego Mendez took six 
Indians of the island, and set off resolutely to coast in his 
canoe one hundred and thirty leagues to San Domingo. After 
proceeding for eighty leagues, with infinite toil, always 
against the currents, and subject to perils from the native 
tribes, he was informed that the governor had departed for 
X.'niigua, fifty leagues distant. Still undaunted by fatigues 
and difficulties, he abandoned bis canpe, and proceeded alone 
and on foot through forests and over mountains, until he 
arrived at Xaragua, achieving one of the most perilous 
expeditions ever undertaken by a devoted follower for <he 
safety of his commander. ^ 

Ovando received him with great kindness, expressing the 
utmost concern at the unfortunate situation of Columbus. 
He made many promises of sendiftg immediate relief, bu^ 
suffered day after day, week after week, and e^Tn month aftei 
month to elapse, without carrying his promises into effect. 
He was at that time completely engrossed by wars "with the 
natives, and had a ready* plea that there were no ships of 
sufficient burden at San Domingo. Had he felt a proper zeal, 
however, for tile safety of a man like Columbus, it would 
have been easy, within eight months, to have devised sohic 
means, if not of delivering him from his situation, at least 
of conveying to him ample reinforcements and supplies. 

The laithful Mendez ramained for sevep months in Xa¬ 
ragua, detained there under various pretexts by Ovando, 
who was unwilling that he should proceed to San Domingo; 
partly, as is intimated, from his having some jealousy of his 
being employed in secret agency for the admiral, and partly 
from a desire to throw impediments in the way of his obtain¬ 
ing the required relief. At length, by daily importunity, he 
obtained permission to go to San Domingo, and await the 
arrival of certain ships which were expected, of which he 
proposed to purchase one on the account of the admiral. He 
immediately set out on foot a distance of seventy leagues, part 
of his toilsome journey lying through forests and amonjj 
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luoimtains infested by hostile and exasjicratcd Indians. It 
was after his depj|^i>iire that Ovando dispatched the caravel 
comma* ded by the pardoned rebel Escobar, on that singular 
and equivocal visit, which, in the eyus of Columbus, had 
^^he air of a mere scouting expedition to spy into the cani^ of 
an enemy. 

CHAPTER VI_[1503.) 

When Columbus had soothed the disappointment of his 
men at the brief and unsatisfactory visit and sudden depar¬ 
ture of Escobar, he endeavoured to turn the event to some 
advantage with the rebels. lie knew them to be disheart¬ 
ened by the inevitable miseries attending a lawless and dis¬ 
solute life; that many longed to return to the safe and quiet 
path of duty; and that *the most malignant, seeing how he 
hfid foiled all their intrigues among the natives to produce 
a famine, began to feai his ultimate triumph and consequent 
v('ng('ancc. A favourable opportunity, he thought, now pre- 
sciited to take adv.^ntage of these feelings, and by gentle 
means to bring them back to their allegiance. He sent two 
of his people, therefore, ,^ho we^e most intimate with the 
rebels, to inform them of the recent arrival of Escobar with 
letters from the Governor of Hispaniola, promising him a 
speedy deliverance from the island. He now offered a free 
})ardon, kind treatment, and a passage with him in the expected 
ships, on condition of their immediate return to obedience. 
To convince them of the arrivm of the vessel^ he sent them 
a part of the bacon which had been brought by Escobar. 

On the approach of these ambassadors, F-ancisco de Porras 
came forth to meet them, accompanied solely by a few of 
the ringleaders of his party. He imagined that there might 
be some proj)ositioi*s from the admiral, and he was fearful of 
their being heard by the mass of his people, who, in their 
dissatisliecl and repentant mood, would be likely to desert 
him on the least prospect of pardon. Having listened to the 
tidings and overtures brought by the messengers, he and his 
confidential confederates consulted for some time together. 
Perfidious in their own nature, they suspected the sincerity 
of the admiral; and, conscious of the extent of their offences, 
doubted his having the magnanimity to pardon them. Deter¬ 
mined, therefore, not to confide in his proffered amnesty, they 
replied to the messengers, that they had no wish to return 
to the ships, but preferred living at large about the island. 
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They oiTered to engage, however, to conthict themselves peace¬ 
ably and amicably, on receiving a sole^k^i promise from the 
admiral, that should two vessels arrive, they should have one 
to depart in : should but one arrive, that half of it should bo 
granted to them: and that, moreover, the admiral should 
share with them the stores and articles of Indian traffic re¬ 
maining in the ships, having lost all that they had, in the sea. 
These demands were pronounced extravagant and inadmiss¬ 
ible, u])on which they replied insolently that, if they were 
not peaceably conceded, they would take them by forefe: ant, 
with this menace they dismissed the ambassadors.* 

This conference was irs»t conducted so privately, but that 
the rest of the rebels learii* the purport of the mission; and 
the otfer of pardon and deliverance ^occasioned great tumult 
and agitation. Porras, fearful of their desertion, assured 
them that these offers of the admiral were all deceitful; that 
he was naturally cruel and vindictive, and only sought t6 got 
them into his power to wreak on them Lis vengeance, lie 
exhorted them to persist in their opposition to his tyranny; re- 
ninding them, that those who had formerly done so in Hispa¬ 
niola, had eventually triumphed, and sent liiin home in irons ; 
ho assured them that they might do the same; and again 
made vaunting promises of protection in Spain, through the 
influence of his relatives. But the boldest of his assertions 
was with respect to the caravel of Escobar. It shows the 
ignorance of 4.he age, and the superstitious awe which the 
common people entertained with respect to Columbus and 
his astronomical knowledge. Porras assured them that no 
real caravel had arrived, but a mere phantasm conjured up 
by the admir.'il, who w'as deeply versed in necromancy. In 
proof of this, he adverted to its arrivifignn the dusk of the 
evening; its holding communication with no one but the 
admiral, and its sudden disapi)earance in the night. Had it 
been a real caravel, the crew would have sought to talk 
with their countrymen; the admiral, his son and brother, 
would have eagerly embarked on board, and it would at any 
rate have remained a little while in port, and not have 
vanished so suddenly and mystcriously.f 

By these, and similar delusions, Porras succeeded in t^ork- 
ing upon the feelings and credulity of his followers. Fearful, 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 35. Hist, del Almirante, cap. 106. 

4- Hist, del Almirante, cap. 106. Las Casas, lib. U. cap. 35. 
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however, that they might yield to after reflection, and to 
further oflers from' itie admiral, he determined to involve 
them in some act of violence which would commit them 
beyond all hopes of forgiveness. He marched them, there¬ 
fore, to an Indian viUage called Maima,* about a quarter of a 
league from the ships, intending to plunder the stores remain¬ 
ing on board the wreck, and to take the admiral prisoner.f 

Columbus had notice of the designs of the rebels, and of 
their approach. Being confined by his infirmities, he sent his 
brother to endeavour with mild words to persuade them from 
their purpose, and win them to obedience ; but with sufficient 
force to resist any violence. The Adelantado, who was a man 
rather of deeds than of words, took with him fifty followers, 
men of tried resolution, and ready to fight in any cause. They 
were well armed and full of courage, though many were pale 
and debilitated from recent sickness, and from long confinement 
to tne ships. Arriving on the side of a hiU, within a bow- 
si )ot of the village, the Adelantado discovered the rebels, and 
tlispatched the same two messengers to treat with them, who 
bad already carried them the offer of pardon. Porras and 
his feUow-leaders, however, w^ould not permit them to ap¬ 
proach. They confided in the superiority of their numbers, and 
in their men being, for the most part, hardy sailors, rendered 
robust and vigorous by the roving life they had been leading 
in the forest and the open air. T^ey knew that many of 
those who were with the Adelantado were m#n brought up 
in a^softer mode of life. They pointed to their pale counte¬ 
nances, and persuaded their followers thet they were mere 
household men, fair-weather troops, who could never stand 
bel'ore them. They did not reflect that, with such men, pride 
and lofty spirit oftwi 'more than supply the place of bodily 
force, and they forgot that their adversaries had the incalcu¬ 
lable advantage of justice and law upon their side. Deluded 
by their words, their followers were excited to a transient 
glow of courage, and brandishing their weapons, refused to 
listen to the messengers. 

Six of the stoutest rebels made a lee^e to stand by one 
aiiotlier and attack the Adelantado: for, he being kilh'd, the 
rest Would be easily defeated. The main body formed them¬ 
selves into a squadron, drawing their swords and shaking 
their lances. They did not wait to be assailed, but, uttering 

* At present Mambee Bay. * Hist, del Almirante, ubi sup 

2 o 2 
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shouts and menaces, rushed upon the enemy. They were so 
■well received, however, that at the firi£r<*'^shock four or five 
were killed, most of them the confederates who had leagued to 
attack the Adelantado. The latter, with his own hand, 
killed Juan Sanchez, the same powerful mariner who ha^ 
carried off the cacique Quibian; and Juan Barber also, who 
had first drawn a sword against the admiral in this rebellion. 
The Adelantado with his usual ■vigour and courage wns dealing 
his blows about him in the thickest of the affray, where 
several lay killed and wounded, when he was assailed by 
Francisco de Porras. The rebel with a blow of his swnrd 
cleft the buckler of Don Bartholomew, and wnunded the 
hand which grasped it. The sword remained wedged in the 
shield, and before Porras could witWraw it, the Adelantado 
closed upon him, grappled him, and being assisted by others, 
after a severe struggle, took him prisoner.* 

When the rebels beheld their leader a captive, their tr*dns- 
ient courage was at an end, and they fledt in confusion. The 
Adeljintado would have pursued them, but was persuaded to 
let them escape with the punishment they had received, 
especially as it was necessary to guard against the possibility 
of an attack from the kidians. 

The latter had taken arms and drawn up in battle array, 
•gazing with astonishment at this fight between ■white men, 
Dut without taking parf on either side. When the battle 
was over, they^ approached the field, gazing upon the dead 
bodies of the beings they had once fancied immortal. They 
weie curious in examining the wounds made by the Christian 
weapons. Among the wounded insurgents was Pedro Le¬ 
desma, the same pilot who so bravely s\<'am ashore at 
Veragua, to procure tidings of the coldhjb lie was a man 
of prodigious muscular force and a hoarse, deep voice. As 
the Indians, who thought him dead, were inspecting the 
wounds ■with which he was literally covered, he suddenly 
uttered an ejaculation iu his tremendous voice, at the sound 
of which the savages fled in dismay. This man having 
fallen into a cleft or ravine, was not discovered by the white 
men, until the dawning of the following day, having re¬ 
mained all that time without a dj*op of water. The number 
and severity of the wounds he is said to have received would 
seem incredible, but they are mentioned by Fernando Co- 
* Hist, del Almirante, cap. 107. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 3a. 
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liirobus, who was ^ eye-witness, and oyLas Casas, who had 
the account from Tliedesma himself. For want of proper 
remedies, his wounds were treated in the roughest manner, 
yet, through the aid of a vigorous constitution, he com¬ 
pletely recovered. Las Casas conversed with him several 
years afterwards at Seville, when he obtained from him 
various particulars concerning this voyage of Columbus. 
Some few days after this conversation, however, he heard that 
Ledesma had fallen under the knife of the assassin.* 

The Adelantado returned in triumph to the ships, where he 
■was received by the admiral in the most affectionate manner: 
thanking him as his deliverer. He brought Porras and 
several of his followers prisoners. Of his own party only 
two had been woundhd; himself in the hand, and the 
admiral’s steward, who had leceived an apparently slight 
wound w'ith a lance, equal to one of the most insignificant of 
those with which Ledesma was covered; yet, in spite of care¬ 
ful treatment, he dl'ed. 

On the next day, the 20th of May, the fugitives sent a 
petition to the admiral, signed with all their names, in which, 
says Las Casas, they confessed all their misdeeds, and 
cruelties, and evil intentions, supplicating the admiral to have 
pity on them and pardon them for their rebellion, for whicjh 
God had already punished them. Jfhey offered to return to 
their obedience and to serve h^ faithfully in future, making 
an oath to that effect upon a cross and. a missal, accompanied 
by an imprecation wor^y of being recorded: “ They hoped, 
should they break their oath, that no priest iior other Christian 
might ever confess them; that repentance might be of no 
avail; that they might be deprived of the holy sacraments of 
the church; that ftt their death they might receive no benefit 
from bulls nor indulgences ; that their bodies might be cast 
out into the fields like those of heretics and renegades, instead 
of being buried in holy ground; and that they might not 
receive absolution from the pope, nor from cardinals, nor 
archbishops, nor bishops, nor any other Christian priests.”! 
Such were the awful imprecations by which these men en¬ 
deavoured to add validity to an oath. The worthlessness of 
a man’s word may always be known by the extravagant means 
he uses to enforce it. 

The admiral saw, by the abject nature of this petition, how 

* Lm Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. iL cap. 35. f Idem, cap. 32. 
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completely the spirit of these misguided men was broken ; 
with his wonted magnanimity, he readil^J^'anted their prayer, 
and pardoned their offences; but on one condition, that their 
ni..glcader, Francisco Porras, should remain a prisoner. 

As it was difficult to maintain so many persons on board of 
the ships, and as quan’cls might take place between persons 
who had so recently been at blows, Columbus put the late 
followers of Porras under the command of a discreet and 
faithful man ; and giving in his charge a quantity of European 
articles for the purpose of purchasing food of the natives, 
directed him to forage about the island until the expected 
vessels should arrive. 


At length, after a long year of alternate hope and 
despondency, the doubts of the Spaniards were joyfully dis¬ 
pelled by the sight of two vessels standing into the harbour. 
One proved to be a ship hired and well victualled, at the 
expense of the admiral, by the faithful and indefatigfible 
Diego Mendez ; the other had been subse«;uently fitted out by 
Ovando, and put under the command of Diego de Salcedo, 
the admiral’s agent employed to ^collect his rents in San 
Domingo. 

The long neglect of Ovando to attend to the relief of Coluin- 
bus, had, it seems, roused the public indignation, insomuch 
that animadversions had been made upon his conduct even in 
the pulpits. This is affihned by lias Casas, who was at San 
Domingo at thp time. If the*governor had really entertained 


hopes that, during the delay of relief, Columbus might perish 
in the island, the Report brought back by Escobar must have 
completely disappointed him. No time was to be lost if he 
wished to claim any merit in his deliverance, or to avoid the 
disgrace of having totally neglected him. * He exerted himself, 
therefore, at the eleventh hour, and dispatched a caravel at 


the same time with the ship sent by Diego Mendez. The 
I latter, having faithfully discharged this part of his mission 


and seen the ships depart, proceeded to Spain on the further 
concerns of-the admiral.* 


* Some brief notice of the further fortunes of Diego Mendez may be 
interesting to the reader. When King Ferdinand heard of his faithful 
services, says Oviedo, he bestowed rewards upon Mendez, and per¬ 
mitted him to bear a canoe in his coat of arms, as a memento of his 
loyalty. He continued devotedly attached to the admiral, serving him 
zealously after his return to Spain, and during his last illness. Colum- 
bus retained the most giAteful and affectiouato sense of his fidelity 
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BOOK XVIT. 

CllAPTEll L—.[1503.] 

Before relating the return of Columbus to Hispaniola, it 
is proper to notice some of the principal occurrences which 

On his death-bed he promised Mendez that, in reward for his services, 
be should be appointed priueipal Alguazil of the island of llispaniula; 
an engagement which the admiral’s son, Don Diego, who was present, 
cheeriully undertook to perform. A few years afterwards, when the 
latter succeeded to the office of his father, Mendez reminded him of 
the promise, but Don Diego informed him that he had given the office 
to his uncle Don Bartholomew; he assured him, however, that ho 
should receive something equivalent. Mendez shrewdly replied, that 
the equivalent had better been given to Don Bartholomew, and the 
office to himself, according to agreement. The promise, however, re¬ 
mained unperformed, and Diego Mendez unrewarded. He was after¬ 
wards engaged on voyages of* diseovory in vessels of his own, but met 
with many vicissitudes, and appears to have died in impoverished cir- 
cuufotanees. His last will, from which these particulars arc principally 
gathered, was dated ip Valladolid, the 19th June, 1530, by winch it is 
evident he must have been in the prime of life at the time of his voyage 
uith the admiral. In this will he requested that the reward which had 
been promised to him shou’d be pa d to his children, by making his 
eldest son principal Algu:i/il for life of the city of San Domingo, 
and his other son lieutenant to the admiral for the same city. It docs 
not appear whether this request was complied with under the successors 
of Don Diego. 

In another clause of his will, he desireiithat a large stone should bo 
jtlaced upon his sepulchre, on which ^hould be engraved, “ Here lies the 
Iionourablc Cavalier Diego Mendez, who served greatl^^ the royal crown 
of Spain, in the conquest of the Indies, with the admiral Don Christo¬ 
pher Columbus, of glorious memory, who made the discovery; and 
afterwards by himselt, with ships at his own cost. He died, &c., &c. 
Bestow in charity a Paternoster, and an Ave ivliii ’a.” 

He ordered that in tl^c midst of this stone there should he carved an 
Indian Canoe, as .H^en him by the king for armorial bearings in 
memorial of his voyage from Jamaica to Hispaniola, and above it should 
be engraved in largo letters, the word " CANOA.” He enjoined upon 
ids heirs to be loyal to the admiral (Don Diego Columbus), and his 
lady, and gave them much ghostly counsel, mingled with pious 
benedictions. As an heir loom in his family, he bequeathed his 
library, consisting of a few volumes, which accompanied him in his 
wanderings; viz. “ The Art of Holy Dying, by Erasmus; A Sermon 
of the same author, in Spanish; The Lingua and the Colloquies of the 
same; The History of Josephus; The Moral Philosophy of Aristotle; 
The Book of the Holy Land; A Book called the Contemplation of the 
Passion of Our Saviour; A Tract on the Vengeance of the Death of 
Agamemnon, and several other short treatises.” This curious and cha¬ 
racteristic teslameut is in the archives of the Duke of Veragua in Mudri<l. 



660 


LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLU&TBUS. 


took place in that island under the government of Ovando. 
A great crowd of adventurers of variousVTunks had thronged 
his fleet—eager speculators, credulous dreamers, and broken- 
down gentlemen of desperate fortunes; all expecting to enrich 
themselves suddenly in an island where gold was to be picked 
up from the surface of the soil, or gathered from the mountain- 
brooks. They had scarcely landed, says Las Casas, who 
accompanied the expedition, when they all hurried oflT to the 
mines, about eight leagues distance. The roads swarmed like 
ant-hills, with adventurers of all classes. Every one had his 
knapsack stored with biscuit or flour, and his mining imple¬ 
ments on his shoulders. Those hidalgos, or gentlemen, who 
had no servants to carry their burdens, bore them on their 
own backs, and lucky was he who hada horse for the journey; 
he would be able to l3ring back the greater load of treasure. 
They all set out in high spirits, eager who should first reach 
the golden land ; thinking they had but to arrive at the mifies, 
and collect riches ; for they fancied,” says Las Casas, “ that 
gold was to be gathered as easily and readily as fruit from 
the trees.” When they arrived, however, tliey discovered, 
to their dismay, that it was necessary to dig painfully into tin* 
bowels of the earth—a labour to which most of them had 
never been accustomed; that it required experience and 
sagacity to detect the veins of ore; that, in fact, the wliok* 
process of mining was eiceedingly toilsome, demanded vast 
patience and npich experience, and, after all, was full of un¬ 
certainty. They digged eagerly for a time, but found no ore. 
They grew hungry^ threw by their implements, sat down to 
eat, and then returned to work. It was aU in vain. “ Their 
labour,”^ says Las Casas, “ gave them a keem appetite and 
quick digestion, but no gold.” They consumed tlmir 
provisions, exhausted their patience, cursed their infatuation, 
and in eight days set off drearily on their return along the 
roads they had lately trod so exultingly. They arrived at San 
Domingo without an ounce of gold, half-famished, downcast, 
and despairing.* Such is too often the case of those wdio 
ignorantly en^ge in mining—of all speculations the most 
brilliant, promising, and fallacious. 

Poverty soon fell upon these misguided men. They ex¬ 
hausted the little property brought from Spain. Many suffered 
extremely from hunger, and were obliged to exchange even 
* Lbs Casas, Hist, Ind., lib. ii. cap. 0. 
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their apparel for bread. Some formed connections with the 
old settlers of tlie‘3?C‘and ; but the greater part were like men 
lost and bewildered, and just awakened from a dream. The 
miseries of the mind, as usual, heightened tlie suiferings of 
the body. Some wasted away and died broken-hearted; 
^others were hurried off by raging fevers, so that tliere soon 
perished upwards of a thousand men. 

Ovando was reputed a man of great prudence and sagacity, 
and he certainly took several judicious measures for the re¬ 
gulation of the island, and the relief of the colonists. lie 
made arrangements for distributing the married persons and 
the families which had come out in his fleet, in four townt 
in the interior, granting them important privileges. lie re¬ 
vived the drooping ze^il for mining, by reducing the royal 
share of the product from one-half to a third, and shortly 
after to a fifth; but he empowered the Spaniards to avail 
thomselvcs, in the most oppressive manner, of the labour of 
the unhappy natives in working the mines. The charge of 
treating the natives with severity had been one of those 
chiefly urged against Columbus. It is proper, th(;reforc, to 
notice, in this respect, the conduct of his successor, a man 
chosen for his prudence, and his supposed capacity to govern. 

It will be recollected, that when Columbus was in a manner 
compelled to assign lands to the rebellious followers of Fran- 
(usco Roldan in 1499, he hadmadc«an arrangement, that the 
caciques in their vicinity should, in lieu of tribute, furnish a 
number of their subjects to assist them in cultivating their 
estates. This, as has been observed, was the commencement 
of the disastrous system of repartimientos, or distributions of 
Indians. Wlicn Bobadilla administered ihe government, he 
constrained the.^a* 2 iques to furnish a certain number of 
Indians to each Spaniard, for the purpose of working the 
mines; where they were employed like beasts of burden. lie 
made an enumeration of the. natives, to prevent evasion; 
reduced them into classes, and distributed them among the 
Spanish inhabitants. The enormous oppressions which ensued 
have been noticed. They roused the indignation of Isabella; 
and when Ovando was sent out to supersede Bobadilla, in 
1502, the natives were pronounced free; they immediately 
refused to labour in the mines. 

Ovando represented to the Spanish sovereigns, in 1503, that 
ruinous consequences resulted to the colony from this entire 
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liberty granted to the Indians. He stated that the tribute 
could not be collected, for the Indians V?re lazy and impro¬ 
vident ; that they could only be kept from vices and irregu¬ 
larities by occupation; that they now kept aloof from the 
Spaniards, and from all instruction in the Christian faith. 

The last representation had an influence with Isabella, and 
drew a letter from the sovereigns to Ovando in 1503, in which 
he was ordered to spare no pains to attach the natives to th© 
Spanish nation and the Catholic religion. To make them 
labour moderately, if absolutely essential to their own good ; 
but to temper authority with persuasion and kindness. To 
pay them regularly and fairly for their labour, and to have 
them instructed in religion on certain days. 

Ovando availed himself of the powers given him by this 
letter, to their fullest extent. He assigned to each Castilian 
% certain number of Indians, according to the quality of the 
Bpplicant, the nature of the application, or his own pleastire. 
It was arranged in the form of an order-oii a cacique for a 
certain number of Indians, who were to be paid by their 
employer, and instructed in the Catholic faith. The pay was 
so small as to bo little better than nominal; the instruction 
was little more than the mere ceremony of baptism ; and the 
term of labour was at first six months, and then eight months 
in the year. Under cover of this hired labour, intended for 
the good both of their boflies and their souls, more intolerable 
toil was exacted from them, ahd more horrible cruelties were 
inflicted, than in the worst days of Bobadilla. They were 
separated often the^istance of several days’ journey from their 
wives and children, and doomed to intolerable labour of all 
kinds, extorted by the cruel infliction of the lash. For food 
they had the cassava bread, an unsubstaiftial support for men 
obliged to labour; sometimes a scanty portion of pork was 
distributed a^iong a great number of them, scarce a mouth¬ 
ful to each. When the Spaniards who superintended the 
mines were at their repast, says Las Casas, the famished In¬ 
dians scrambled under the table, like dogs, for any bone 
thrown to them. After they had gnawed and sucked it, they 
pounded it between stones and mixed it with their cassava 
bread, that nothing of so precious a morsel might be lost. 
As to those who laboured ia the fields, they never tasted 
either flesh or fish; a little cassava bread and a few roots 
were their support While the Spaniards thus withheld tli« 
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nourisliment necessary to sustain their health and strenf^th, 
they exacted a dt^i-ee of labour sufficient to break down the 
most vi}]forous man. If the Indians fled from this incessant 
toil and barbarous coercion, and took refii}i;e in the mountains, 
they were hunted out like wild beasts, scourjyed in the most 
• inhuman manner, and laden with chains to prevent a second 
escape. Many perished long before their term of labour had 
expired. Those who survived their term of six or eiglit 
months, were permitted to return to their homes, until the 
next term commenced. But their homes were often forty, 
sixty, and eighty leagues distant. They had nothing to sus¬ 
tain them through the journey but a few roots or agi pepjiers, 
or a little cassava bread. Worn down by long toil and cruel 
hardships, which thei^ feeble constitutions were incapable of 
sustaining, many had not strength to perform the journey, 
but sank down and dieci by the way; some by the side of a 
br< 7 ok, others under the shade of a trei*, where they had 
crawled for shelty: from the sun. “ I have found many dead 
in the road,” says Las Casas, others gasping under the tret's, 
and others in the pangs of death, faintly crying Hunger! 
himger!”* Those who*reached their homes, most commonly 
found them desolate. During the eigtit months they had 
been absent, their wives and childrt.m had cither perished or 
wandered away ; the fields on which they depended for food 
were overrun with weeds, and nothing was left them but to 
lie down, exhaustt'd and desjmiring, and die at the threshold 
of their habitations, f • 

•It is impossible to pursue any further the picture drawn by 
the venerable Las Casas, not of what he h;id heard, but of 
what he had. seen; nature and humanil; revolt at the details. 
Suffice it to say so intolerable were the toils and suffer¬ 
ings inflicted upon this weak and unoffending race, that they 
sank under them, dissolving as it were from the face of the 
earth. Many killed themselves in despair, and even mothers 
overcame the powerful instinct of nature, and destroyed the 
infants at their breasts, to spare them a life of wretchedness. 
Twelve years had not elapsed since the discovery of the 
island, and several hundred thousand of its native inhabit¬ 
ants had perished, miserable victims to the grasping avarice of 
the white men. 


* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. ii. cap. 14,31S. 


t Idem, ubi sup. 
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CHAPTER II.—[1503.1 

The sufPerings of the natives under"-^ne civil policy of 
Ovando have been briefly shown; it remains to give a concise 
view of the military operations of this commander, so lauded 
by certain of the early historians for his prudence. By thir 
notice a portion of the eventful history of this island will be 
recounted which is connected with the fortunes of Columbus, 
and. which comprises the thorough subjugation, and, it may 
almost be said, extermination of the native inhabitants. And 
first, we must treat of the disasters of the beautiful province 
of Xaragua, the seat of hospitality, the refuge of the suffering 
Spanijirds; and of the fate of the female cacique, Anacaona, once 
the pride of the island, and the generous friend of w'hite men. 

Bchechio, the ancient cacique of this province, being dead, 
Anacaona, his sister, had succeeded to the government. The 
marked partiality w'hich she once manifested for the Spaniards 
had been greatly weakened by the general misery they had 
produced in her country ; and by the brutyd profligacy exhi¬ 
bited in her immediate dominions by the followers of Roldan. 
The unhappy story of the loves of her beautiful daughter, 
Higuenamota, wdth the young Spaniard, Hernando de Guevara, 
had also caused her great affliction; and, finally, the various 
and enduring hardships inflicted on her once happy subjects, 
by the grinding systems of labour enforced by Bobadilla and 
Ovando, had at length, il is said, converted her friendship 
into absolute detestation. ' 

This disgust was kept alive and aggravated by the Spaniards 
who lived in her inynediate neighbourhood, and had obtained 
grants of land there ; a remnant of the rebel faction of Roldan, 
who retained the gross licentiousness and open profligacy in 
which they had been indulged under the iooue misrule of that 
commander, and who made themselves odious to the inferior 
caciques, by exacting services tyrannically and capriciously, 
under the baneful system of repartimientos. 

The Indians of this province were uniformly represented as 
a more intelligent, polite, and generous-spirited race than any 
others of the islands. They were the more prone to feel and 
resent the overbearing treatment to which they were sub- 
fected. Quarrels sometimes took place between the caciques 
and their oppressors. These w'ere immediately reported to 
the governor as dangerous mutinies ; and a resistance to any 
capricious and extortionate exaction, was magnified into a 
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rebellious resistance^ to the authority of government. Com¬ 
plaints of this kim^^’cre continually pouring in u[Km Ovando, 
until he was persuaded by some alarmist, or some designing 
mischief-maker, that there was a deep-laid cons})iracy among 
^he Indians of this province to rise upon the Spaniards. 

Ovando immediately set out for Xaragua at the head of 
three hundred foot-soldiers, armed with swords, arquebuses, 
and cross-bows, and seventy horsemen, with cuirasses, buck¬ 
lers, and lances. He pretended that he was going on a mere 
visit of friendship to Anacaona, and to make arrangements 
about the payment of tribute. 

When Anacaona heard of the intended visit, she summoned 
all her tributary^ caciques, and principal subjects, to assemble 
at her chief town, thafc they might receive the commander of 
the Spaniards with becoming homage and distinction. As 
Ovando, at the head of his little army, approached, she went 
forfh to meet him, according to the custom of her nat’on, 
attended by a grout train of her most distinguished suhjev.ts, 
male and female ; who, as has been before observed, were 
noted for superior grace and beauty. They received the 
Spaniards with their popular areytos, their national songs; 
the young women wavin'’ palm branches and dancing before 
them, in the way that had so much charmed the followers of 
the Adelantado, on his first visit to the province. 

Anacaona treated the governor \fith that natural gracious- 
ness and dignity for which was cclebrj^ted. She gave 
hiyi the largest house in the place for his residence, and his 
people were quartered in the houses adjqiniiig. For several 
days the Spaniards were entertained wdh all the natural 
luxuries thaf the orovince afforded. x'fational songs and 
dances and gam«^Vere performed for their amusement, and 
there was every outward demonstration of the same hos])i- 
tality, the same amity, that Anacaona had uniformly shown 
\o white men. 

Notwitlistanding all this kindness, and notwithstanding her 
uniform integrity of conduct, and open generosity of cha¬ 
racter, Ovando was persuaded that Anacaona was secretly 
meditating a massacre of himself and his followers. Historians 
tell us nothing of the grounds for such a belief. It was too 
probably produced by the misrepresentations of the un¬ 
principled adventurers who infested the province. Ovando 
should have paused and reflected before he acted upon it. He 
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should have considered the improbability! of such an attempt 
by naked Indians against so large a^f»}rceW steel-clad troops, 
armed with European weapons; and he should have reflected 
upon the general character and conduct of Anacaona. At 
any rate, the example set repeatedly by Columbus and his» 
brother the Adelantado, should have convinced him that it 
was a sufficient safeguard against the machinations of the 
natives, to seize upon their caciques and detain them as 
hostages. The policy of Ovando, however, was of a more 
rash aiid sanguinary nature; he acted upon susj)icion as upon 
con\iction. He determined to anticipate the alleged plot by 
a counter-artifice, and to overwhelm this defenceless people 
in an indiscriminate and bloody vengeance. 

As the Indians had entertained tltbir guests with various 
national games, Ovando invited them in rctiuii to witness 
certain games of his country. Among these was a tilting 
match or joust with reeds; a chivalrous game which the 
S})aniards had learnt from the Moors df Granada. The 
Spanish cavalry, in those days, were as remarkable for the 
skilful management, as for the ostentatious ca])arison of their 
liorses. Among the troops brought out from S 2 )ain by Ovando, 
one horseman had disciplined his horse to prance and curvet 
in time to the music of a viol.* The joust was ap])ointed to 
take place of a Sund.ay after dinner, in the public square, 
before the house where Ovando was quartered. The cavalry 
and foot soldicp had their secret instructions. The former 
-were to parade, not merely with reeds or blunted tilting 
lances, but with weapons of a more deadly character. The 
foot soldiers were to come apparently as mere s]^(‘ctators, but 
likewise armed and ready for action at a concerted signal. 

At the appointed time the square was irowded with the 
Indians, waiting to see this military spectacle. The caciques 
w'ere assembled in the house of Ovando, which looked upon 
the ^^plare. None were armed; an unreserved confidence 
prevailed among them, totally incompatible with the dark 
treachery of which they were accused. To prevent all sus¬ 
picion, and take off all appearance of sinister design, Ovando, 
after dinner, was playing at quoits with some of his principal 
officers, when the cavalry having arrived in the square, the 
caciques begged the governor to order the joust to cora- 
mence.f Anacaona, and her beautiful daughter Higuenamota, 
* Lae Casas, lib. ii. cap. 9. t Oviedo lib. iii. cap. 12 
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with several of her female attendants, were present and joined 
iu the request. 

Ovando left his game and came forward to a conspicuous 
place. When he saw that every thing w'as disposed according 
to his orders, he gave the fatal signal. Some say it was by 
taking hold of a piece of gold which was suspended fjbout his 
neck;* others, by laying his hand on the cross of Alcantara, 
which was embroidered on his habit.f A trumpet was im¬ 
mediately sounded. The house in which Anacaona and all 
the principal caciques were assembled was surrounded by 
soldiery, commanded by Diego Velasquez and Kodrigo Mexi- 
atrillo, and no one was permitted to escape. They entered, 
and seizing upon the caciques, bound them to the posts which 
supported the roof. Anacaona was led forth a prisoner. 
The unhappy caciques were then put to horrible tortures, 
until some of them, in the extremity of anguish, were made 
to accuse their queen and themselves of the plot with which 
they wore charged. When this cruel mockm-y of judicial 
form had been executed, instead of preserving them for after- 
examination, fire was set to the house, and aU the cacicpics 
perished miserably in the*flames. 

While these barbarities were practised upon the chieftains, 
a horrible massacre took place among'the populace. At the 
signal of Ovando, the horsemen rushed into the midst of tlio 
naked and defenceless throng, twirapling them under the 
hoofs of their steeds, cutting •them down with tlicir swords, 
and transfixing them with their spears. No mercy was shown 
to age or sex; it was a savage and indiscriminate butchery. 
Now and then a Spanish horseman, either through an emotion 
of pity, or afl impulse of avarice, caugh. up a child, to bear 
it off in safety; hjit* it was barbarously pierced by the lance s 
of his companions. Humanity turns with horror from sucli 
atrocities, and would fain discredit them; but they are cir¬ 
cumstantially and still more minutely recorded by the vciu'- 
rable bishop Las Casas, who was resident in the island at 
the time, and conversant with the principal actors in this 
tragedy. He may have coloured the picture strongly, in Ins 
usual indignation when the "wrongs of the Indians are in 
question; yet, from all concurring accounts, and from many 
precise facts which speak for themselves, the scene must have 
been most sanguinary and atrocious. Oviedo, who is loud in 

* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 9. t Charlevoix, lib. xxiv. p. 2S5. 
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extolling the justice, and devotion, and charity, and meekness 
of Ovando, and his kind treatment of tny. Indians, and who 
visited the province of Xaragua a few years afterwards, records 
several of the preceding circumstances; especially the cold¬ 
blooded game of quoits played by the governor on the verge 
of such a horrible scene, and the burning of the caciques, to 
the number, he says, of more than forty. Diego Mendez, 
who was at Xaragua at the time, and doubtless present on 
such u.n important occasion, says incidentally in his last will 
and testament, that there were eighty-four caciques either 
burnt or hanged.* Las Casas says, that there were eighty 
who entered the house with Anacaona. The slaughter of the 
multitude must have been great; and this was inflicted on an 
unarmed and unresisting throng. Several who escaped from 
the massacre fled in their canoes to an island about eight 
leagues distant, called Guanabo. They were pursued and 
taken, and condemned to slavery. 

As to the princess Anacaona, she w^as ca’*ricd in chains to 
San Domingo. The mockery of a trial was given her, in 
which she was found guilty on the confessions wrung by 
tortures from her subjects, and oil the testimony of their 
butchers; and she was ignominiously hanged in the presence 
of the people whom she had so long and so signally befriended. 
Oviedo has sought to throw a stigma on the character of this 
unfortunate princess, accusing her of great licentiousness ; 
but he was prone to criminate the character of the native 
princes, w'ho fell victims to the ingratitude and injustice of 
his countr 5 ’^men. Contemporary writers of greater authority 
have concurred in representing Anacaona as remarkable for 
her native propriety and dignity. She was adored by her 
subjects, so as to hold a kind of dominfoi\. over them even 
during the lifetime of her brother: she is said to have been 
skilled in composing the areytos, or legendary ballads of her 
nation, and may have conduced much towards producing that 
superior degree of refinement remarked among her people. 
Her grace and beauty had made her renowned throughout 
the island, and had excited the admiration both of the savage 
and the Spaniard. Her magnanimous spirit was evinced in 
her amicable treatment of the white men, although her hus¬ 
band, the brave Caonabo, had perished a prisoner in their 

* Diego Mendez. Xavarrete, Col., tom. i. p. 314. 

f Oviedo, lib. iii. nap. 12. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 9. 
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Lands, and defcnt^^loss parties of them had been repeatedly in 
lu r power, and liv(?d nt large in her dominions. After having 
for several years neglected all safe opportunities of vengeance, 
she fell a victim to the absurd charge of having conspired 
^igainst an armed body of nearly four hundred men, seventy 
of tliem horsemen; a force sufficient tp have subjugated large 
armies of naked Indians. 

After the massacre of Xaragua, the destruction of its in- 
habitt'ints still continued. The favourite nephew of Anacaona, 
the cacique Guaora, who had fled to the mountains, was himted 
like a wild beast, until he was taken, and likewise hanged 
For six months the Spaniards continued ravaging the oountr) 
with horse and foot, under pretext of quelling insurrections 
for, wherever the aflri^ited natives took refuge in their de 
spair, herding in dismal caverns and in the fastnesses of the 
mountains, they were represented as assembling in ;a ms to 
make a head of rebellion. Having at length hunted them out 
of their retreats, acstroyed many, and reduced the survivors 
to tlie most deplorable misery and abject submission, the 
whole of that part of thejsland was considered as restored to 
good order; and in commemoration of this great triumph, 
Ovando founded a town near to the lake, which he called Santtf 
Maria de la Verdadera Paz (St. Mary of the True Peace).* 

Such is the tragical history of th^^ delightful region of Xa¬ 
ragua, and of its amiable an(^ hospitable people. A places 
w'hich the Europeans, by their own account,•found a perfect 
paradise, but whicli, by their vile passions they filled witli 
horror and desolation. 

CHAPTER III.—[IdO;.] 

The subjugation jjf/f four, of the Indian sovereignties of 
Hispaniola, and disastrous fate of their caciques, have 
been already related. Under the administration of Ovando, 
was also accomplished the downfall of Iliguey, the last of 
those independent districts; a fertile province which com¬ 
prised the eastern extremity of the island. 

The people of Iliguey were of a more warlike spirit than 
those of the other provinces, having learned the effectual use 
of their weapons, from frequent contests with their Carib in 
vaders. They were governed by a cacique named Cotaba 
nama. lias Casas describes this chieftain from actual oberva- 
tion, and draws the picture of a native hero. He was, he 
* Oviedo, Cronica de las Indias, lib. 'i. cap. 12. 
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snys, the strongest of his tribe, and perfectly formed 

than one man in a thousand of any na'cion whatever. He 
was taller in stature than the tallest of his countrymen, a 
yard in breadth from shoulder to shoulder, and the rest of 
his body in admirable proportion. His aspect was not hand¬ 
some, but grave and courageous. His bow was not easily 
bent b|y a common man; his arrows were three pronged, 
tipped with the bones of fishes, and his weapons appeared to 
lie intended for a giant. In a word, he was so nobly propor¬ 
tioned, as to be the admiration even of the Spaniards. 

While Columbus was engaged in his fourth voyage, and 
sliortly after the accession of Ovando to office, there was an 
insurrection of this cacique and his people. A shallop, with 
eight Spaniards, was surprised at the* small island of Saona, 
adjacent to Higuey, and all the crew slaughtered. This was 
in revenge for the death of a cacique, tom to pieces by a dog 
wantonly set upon him by a Spaniard, and for which the 
natives had in vain sued for redress. ^ 

Ovando immediately dispatched Juan de Esquibel, a cou¬ 
rageous officer, at the head of four hundred men, to quell the 
insurrection, and punish tlie massacre. Cotabanama assembled 
his warriors, and prepared for vigorous resistance. Distrustful 
of the mercy of the Spaniards, the chieftain iejected all over¬ 
tures of peace, and the w.ar was prosecuted with some 
advantage to the natives. T]hc Indians had now overcome 
their superstitious awe of the white men as supernatural 
beings, and though they could ill withstand the superiority of 
European arms, they manifested a courage and dexterity that 
rendered them enemies not to be despised. Las Casas and 
other historians relate a bold and romanti,c encounter between 
a single Indian and two mounted cavalifers, named Valte- 
nebro and Portevedra, in which the Indian, though pierced 
througli the body by the lances and swords of both his assail¬ 
ants, retained his fierceness, and continued the combat, until 
he fell dead in the possession of all their weapons.* This 
gallant action, says Las Casas, was public and notorious. 

The Indians were soon defeated and driven to their moun¬ 
tain retreats. The Spaniards pursued them into their re¬ 
cesses, discovered their wives and children, wreaked on them 
the most indiscriminate slaughter, and committed their chief¬ 
tains to the flames. An aged female cacique of great distinc¬ 
tion, named Higuanama, being taken prisoner, was hanged. 

* Laa Casas, lib. Li. oap. 8. 
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A deiachnt _nt j sent in a caravel to tlie island of Saona, 
to take particuar vengeance for the destruction of the shallop 
and its crew. The natives made a desperate defence and tied. 
The island was mountainous, and full of caverns, in which 
^he Indians vainly sought for refuge. Six or seven hundred were 
imprisoned in a dwelling, and all put to the sword or poniarded. 
Those of the inhabitants who were spared wore carried off as 
slaves; and the island wfis left desolate and deserted. 

The natives of lliguey were driven to despair; seeing that 
there was no escape for them even in the bowels of the earth,* 
they sued for peace, which was granted them, and protec¬ 
tion promised, on condition of their cultivating a large tract 
of land, and paying a great quantity of bread in tribute. 
The peace being concluTled, Cotabanama visited the Spanish 
camp, where his gigantic proportions and martial demeanour 
made him an object of curiosity and admiration. He was 
received with great distinction by Esquibel, and they ex¬ 
changed names; ah Indian league of fraternity and perpetual 
friendship. The natives thenceforward called the cacique 
Juan de Esquibel, and the Spanish commander Cotabanama. 
Esquibel then built a wooden fortress in an Indian village 
near the sea, and left in it nine men, with a captain, named 
Martin de Villaman. After this, the troops dispersed, every 
man returning home, with his proportion of slaves gained in 
this expedition. , 

The pacification was not of long continuance. About the 
time that succours were sent to Columbus, to rescue him from 
the wrecks of his vessels at Jamaica, a nevv revolt broke out 
in Higuey, in consequence of the oppressions of the Spaniards, 
and a violation of the treaty made by Esquibel. Martin de 
Villaman demanded that the natives should not only raise the 
grain stipulated for by the treaty, but convey it to San 
] )omingo, and he treated them with the greatest severity on 
their refusal. He connived also at the licentious conduct of 
his men towards the Indian women, the Spaniards often 
taking from the natives their daughters and sisters, and even 
their wivea* The Indians, roused at last to fury, rose on 
their tyrants, slaughtered them, and burnt their wooden 
fortress to the ground. Only one of the Spaniards escaped, and 
bore the tidings of this catastrophe to the city of San Domingo. 

Ovando gave immediate orders to carry fire and sword into 
* Las Casas, ubi sup. + Idem. 
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the province of Higuoy. The Spanish troops mustered from 
various quarters on the confines of that province, when Juan 
de Esquibel took the command, and had a great number of 
Indians with him as allies. The towns of Higuey were ge¬ 
nerally built among the mountains. Those mountains rose in 
terraces, from ten to fifteen leagues in length and breadth; 
rough and rocky, interspersed with glens of red soil, remark¬ 
ably fertile, where they raised their cassava-bread. The 
ascent from terrace to terrace was about fifty feet; steep and 
jjrccipitous, formed of the living rock, and resembling a wall 
wrought with tools into rough diamond points. Each village 
had four wide streets, a stone’s throw in lc»ngth, forming a 
cross, the trees being cleared away from them, and from a 
public square in the centre. * 

When the Spanish troops arrived on the frontiers, alarm- 
fires along the mountains and columns of smoke spread the 
intelligence by night and day. The old men, the women, and 
children, were sent off to the forests and caverns, and tlie 
arriors prepared for battle. The Castilians paused in one 
of the plains clear of forests, wheije their horses could be of 
use. They made prisoners of several of the natives, and 
tried to learn from them the plans and forces of the enemy. 
They applied tortures for the purpose, but in vain, so devoted 
was the loyalty of these people to their caciques. The 
Spaniards penetrated into the interior. They fomid the war¬ 
riors of severaVtowns assembled in one, and drawn up in the 
streets with their bows and arrows, but perfectly naked, and 
witliout defensive«armour. Tliey uttered tremendous yells, 
and discharged a shower of arrows; but from such a distance, 
that they fell short of their foe. The Spaniards replied with 
their cross-bows, and with two or three *urqucbuses. for at 
this time they had but few fire-arms. When the Indians saw 
several of their comrades fall dead, they took to flight, rarely 
waiting for the attack with swords: some of the wounded, in 
w'hose bodies the arrows from the cross-bows had penetrated 
to tlie very feather, drew them out with their hands, broke 
tliem with their teeth, and hurling them at the Spaniards 
with impotent fury, fell dead upon the spot. 

The whole force of the Indians was routed and disperaeti, 
each family, or band of neighbours, fled in its own direction, 
and Gonoeailed itself in the fastness of the mountains. T’he 
Spaniards pursued them, but found the chase difficult amidst 
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tlie close forests, and the broken and stony heights. They 
took several pris<>4Qrs as guides, and inflicted incredible tor¬ 
ments on them, to compel them to betray their countrymen. 
They drove them before them, secured by cords fastened 
round their necks; and some of them, as they passed along 
•the brinks of precipice.s, suddenly threw themselves headlong 
down, in hopes of dragging after them the Spaniards. ^Vhen 
at length the pursuers came upon the unhappy Indians in 
their concealments, they spared neither age nor sex; even 
pregnant women, and mothers with infants in their arms, 
fell beneath their merciless swords. The cold-blooded acts 
of cruelty which followed this first slaughter, would be 
shocking to relate. 

Hence Esquibel mafchcd to attack the town where Cota- 
banama resided, and where that cacique had collected a great 
force to resist him. He proceeded direct for the pla<'e along 
the sea-coast, and came to where two roads led up the moun¬ 
tain to the town. , One of the roads was open and inviting; 
the branches of the trees being lopped, and all the underwood 
cleared away. Here the Indians had stationed an ambuscade 
to take the Spaniards in the rear. The other road was 
almost closed up by trees and bushes cut down and thrown 
across each other. Esquibel was wary and distrustful; he 
suspected the stratagem, and chose the encumbered rofid. 
The town was about a league and •a half from the sea. The 
Spaniards made their way with great difficulty for the first 
half league. The rest of the road was free'fi'om all embar¬ 
rassment, which confirmed their suspicion of a stratagem. 
They now advanced with great rapidity, and, having arrived 
near the villnge, suddenly turned into the other road, took 
the party in aqibash by surprise, and made great havoc 
among them with their cross-bows. 

The warriors now sallied from their concealment, others 
rushed out of the houses into the streets, and dischargf'd 
flights of arrows, but from such a distance as generally to fall 
harmless. They then approached nearer, and hm-led storu'S 
with their hands, being unacquainted with the use of slings. 
Instead of being dismayed at seeing their companions fall, it 
rather increased their furj'. An irregular battle, probably 
little else than wdld skirmishing and bush-fighting, was kept 
up from two o’clock in the afternoon until night. Las Casas 
was present on the occasion^ and, from his account, the 
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Indians must have shown instances of great personal bravery, 
though the inferiority of their weapons, the want of all 
defensive armour, rendered their valour totally ineffectual. 
As the evening shut in, their hostilities gradually ceased, and 
they disappeared in the profound gloom and close thickets of 
the surrounding forest. A deep silence succeeded to their’ 
yells and war-whoops, and throughout the night the Spaniards 
remained in undisturbed possession of the village. 

CHAriER IV.—[ 1504 .] 

On the morning after the battle, not an Indian was to be 
seen. Finding that even their great chief, Cotabanama, was 
incapable of vying with the prowess of the white men, they 
had given up the contest in despair, ^ind fled to the moun¬ 
tains. The Spaniards, separating into small parties, hunted 
them with the utmost diligence; their object was to seize the 
caciques, and, above all, Cotabanama. They explored alb-the 
glens and concealed paths leading into < the wild recesses 
where the fugitives had taken refuge. The Indians were 
cautious and stealthy in their mode of retreating, treading in 
each other's foot-prints, so that twcCity would make no more 
track than one, and stepping so lightly as scarce to disturb 
the herbage; yet there were Spaniards so skilled in hunting 
Indians, that they could trace them even by the turn of a 
withered leaf, and amon^ the confused tracks of a thousand 
animals. • 

They could stfent afar off, also, the smoke of the fires which 
the Indians made whenever they halted, and thus they wofild 
come upon them in their most secret haunts. Sometimes 
they would hunt down a straggling Indian, and* compel him, 
by torments, to betray the hiding-place - o^ his companions, 
binding him and driving him before them as a guide. Where- 
ever they discovered one of these places of refuge, filled with 
the aged and infirm, with feeble women and helpless children, 
they massacred them without mercy. They wished to inspire 
terror throughout the land, and to frighten the whole tribe 
into submission. They cut ofi* the hands of those whom they 
took roving at large, and sent them, as they said, to deliver 
them as letters to their friends, demanding their surrender. 
Numberless were those, says Las Casas, whose hands were 
amj)utated in this manner, and many of them sank down and 
died by the way, through anguish and loss of blood. 
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The conquerors delighted in exercising strange and inge¬ 
nious cruelties. % They mingled horrible levity with their 
blood-thirstiness. They erected gibbets long and low, so that 
the feet of the sufferers might reach the ground, and their 
death be lingering. They hanged thirteen together, in reve¬ 
rence, says the indignant Las Casas, of our blessed Saviour 
and the twelve apostles. While their victims were sus¬ 
pended, and still living, they hacked them with their swords, 
to prove the strength of their arms and the edge of their 
weapons. They wrapped them in dry straw, and setting fire 
to it, terminated their existence by the fiercest agony. 

These arc horrible details, yet a veil is drawn over others 
still more detestable. They are related circumstantially by 
Las Casas, who was jm eye-witness. He was young at the 
time, but records them in his advanced years. “ All these 
things,” says the veuorable Lishop, “ and others revolting to 
hunian nature, did my own eyes liehold; and now 1 almost 
fear to repeat tliem, scarce believing myself, or whether I 
have not dreamt them.”* 

These details would have been -withheld from the pn*sent 
work as disgraceful to I /iman nature, and from an unwilling 
nesss to advance any thing which might convey a stigma 
upon a brave and generous nation. But it would be a de¬ 
parture from historical veracity, having the documents before 
my eyes, to pass silently over tri},Bsaetious so atrocious, and 
vouched for by witnesses bci^ond all suspicion of falscdiood. 
Such occurrences show the extremity to which human cruelty 
ifiay extend, when stimulated by avidity of gain; by a thirst 
of vengeance; or oven by a perverted ifCal in the holy cause 
of rcligion.c Every nation bus in tutu furnished proofs of 
this disgraceful trvth. As in the present instance, they are 
commonly the crimes of individuals rather than of the nation. 
Yet it behoves governments to keep a vigilant eye upon those 
to whom they delegate power in remote and helpless colonies. 
It is the imjjcrious duty of the historian to place these 
matters upon record, that they may serve as warning beacons 
to future generations. 

Juan de Esquibcl found that, with all his severities, it 
would be impossible to subjugate the tribe of Higuey, as long 
as the cacique Cotabanaina was at large. That chieftain had 
retired to the little island of Saona, about two leagues from 
* Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 17, MS. 
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the coast of Ilij^uoy, in the centre of which, amidst a laby«. 
rinth of rocks and forests, he iiad taken shelter with his wife 
and children in a vast cavern. ' 

A caravel, recently arrived from the city of San Domingo 
with supplies for the camp, was employed by Esquibel to 
entrap the cacique, lie knew that the latter kept a vigilant i 
look-out, stationing scouts upon the lofty rocks of his island 
to watch the movements of the caravel. Esquibel departed 
by niglit, therefore, in the vessel, with fifty followers, and 
keeping under the deep shadows cast by the land, arrived at 
Saona unperceivcd, at the dawn of morning. Here he an¬ 
chored close in with the shore, hid by its clifis and forests, 
and landed forty men, before the spies of (yOtabanama had 
taken their station. Two of these were surprised and brought 
to Esquibel, who, having learnt from fheni that the cacique 
was at hand, poniarded one of the spies, and bound the other, 
milking him serve as guide. ^ 

A number of Spaniards ran in advimcc, each anxious to 
signalize himself by the capture of the cacique. They came 
to two roads, and the whole party pursued that to the right, 
excepting one Juan Lopez, a powcrfel man, skilful in Indian 
warfare, lie luoceedcd in a footpath to the left, winding 
among little hills, so thickly wooded, that it was impossible 
to sec any one at the distance of half a bow-shot. Suddenly, 
in a narrow pass,-<)vershacJowed by rocks and trees, he en¬ 
countered twidve Indian warrjors, armed with bows and 
arrows, and foUmwing each other in single file, according to 
their custom. The Indians were confounded at the sight ©f 
Lopez, imagining thatt there must be a party of soldiers behind 
him. They might readily l^ve transfixed him,, with their 
arrows, but they had lost all presence of mii\d. lie demanded 
their chieftain. They replied that he was behind, and, open¬ 
ing to let him pass, Lopez beheld the cacique in the rear. 
At sight of the Spaniard, Cotabanama bent his gigantic bow, 
and was on the point of launching one of his three-pronged 
arrows, but Lopez rushed upon him and wounded him with 
his sword. The other Indians, struck with panic, had already 
fled. Cotabanama, dismayed at the keenness of the sword, 
cried out that he was Juan de Esquibel, claiming respect 
as having exchanged names with the Spanish commander. 
Lopez seized him with one hand by the hair, and with the 
other aimed a thrust at his body; but the cacique struck 
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down the sword with his hand, and grappling with his anta¬ 
gonist, threw hiq* Snth his back upon the rocks. As thev 
were both men of great power, the struggle was long and 
violent The sword was beneath them, but Cotabanama. 
seizing the Spaniard by the throat with his mighty hand- 
•atteniptcd to strangle him. The sound of the contest brought 
the other Spaniards to the spot. They found their companion 
writhing and gasping, and almost dead, in the gripe of the 
gigantic Indian. They seized the cacique, bound him, and 
carried him captive to a deserted Indian village in the vicinity 
They found the way to his secret cave, but his wife and 
children having received notice of his capture by the fugitive 
Indians, had taken refuge in another part of the island. In 
the cavern was found the chain with w'hich a number of 
Indian captives had been bound, who had risen upon and 
slain three Spaniards who had them in charge, and had made 
thejr escape to this island. There were also the swords of the 
same Spaniards, which they had brought off as troy)hics te 
their cacique. The chani was now employed to manacle 
Cotabanama. 

The Spaniards prepar.’id to execute the chieftain on the 
spot, in the centre of the deserted village. For this purpose 
a pyre was built of logs of w^ood laid crossways, in the form 
of a gridiron, on which he was to be slowly broiled to death. 
On further consultation, however, they were induced to foreg(^ 
the pleasure of this horrible sacrifice. Perhaps they thought 
the cacique too important a personage to bi executed thus 
obscurely. Granting him, therefore, a transient reprieve, 
they conveyed him to the caravel, and sedt him, bound witli 
heavy chainSr to San Domingo. Ovaudo saw him in his 
power, and incapabje of doing further harm; but he had not 
the magnanimity lo forgive a fallen enemy, whose only crime 
was the defence of his native soil and lawful territory. lie 
ordered him to be publicly hanged like a common culprit.*^' 
In this ignominious manner w'as the cacique Cotabaiianiii 
executed, the last of the five sovereign princes of Ilayti 
Ilis death was followed by the complete subjugation of his 
people, and scaled the last struggle of the natives against 
their oppressors. The island was almost unpeopled of its 
original inhabitants, and meek and mournful submission and 
mute despair settled upon the scanty remnant that survived. 

Lbs Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. ii, cap tg. 



573 


LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. 


Such was the ruthless system which had been pursued, 
during the absence of the admiral, by the gnRimander Ovando; 
this man of boasted prudence and moderation, who was sent ^ 
to reform the abuses of the island, and above all, to redress 
tlie wrongs of the natives. The system of Columbus may 
have borne hard upon the Indians, born and brought up id 
untasked freedom, but it was never cruel nor sanguinary. 
He inflicted no wanton massacres nor vindictive punishments; 
his d(‘sire was to cherish and civilize the Indians, and to 
render them useful subjects; not to oppress, and persecute, 
and destroy them. When he beheld the desolation that had 
sv ept them from the land during his suspension from autho¬ 
rity, he could not restrain the strong expression of his feelings. 
In a letter written to the king after Jiis return to Spain, he 
thus expresses himsulf on the subject. “ The Indians of His¬ 
paniola were and are the riches of the island: for it is they 
who cultivate and make the bread and the provisions fo> the 
C’hristiaiis; who dig the gold from the miiv^s, and perform all 
the offices and labours both of men and beasts. I am in¬ 
formed that, since I left this island, six parts out of seven of 
the natives arc dead; all througlf ill treatment and inhu¬ 
manity; some by the sword, others by blows and cruel usage, 
others through hunger. The greater part have perished in 
the mountains and glens, whither they had fled, from not 
being able to support tho labour imposed upon them.” For 
his own part, he added, although he had sent many Indians to 
Spain to be sotd, it was always with a view to their being 
instructed in the Christian faith, and in civilized arts and 
usages, and afterwards sent back to their island to assist in 
civilizing their countrymen.* • 

The brief view that has been given of ^h^ policy of Ovando 
on certain points on which Columbus was censured, may 
enable the reader to judge more correctly of the conduct of 
the latter. It is not to be measured by the standard of right 
and wrong established in the present more enlightened age. 
We must consider him in connection with the era in which 
he lived. By comparing his measures with those men of his 
own times praised for their virtues and abilities, placed in 
jweeisely his own situation, and placed there expressly to 
correct his faults, we shall be the better able to judge how 
virtuously and wisely, under the peculiar circumstances of 
the case, he may be considered to have governed. 

* Las Casas, Hist. lad., lib. ii. cap. 35. 
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BOOK XVIII. 

CHAPTER I. 

The arrival at Jamaica of the two vessels under the com- 
•mand of Salcedo, had caused a joyful reverse in tlie situation 
of Columbus. Pie hastened to leave the wreck in whicli lie 
had been so long immured, and hoisting his flag on board 
of one of the ships, felt as if the career of enterprise and glory 
were once more open to him. The late partisans of Porras, 
when they heard of the arrival of the sliips, came wistful and 
abject to the harbour, doubting how far they might trust to 
the magnanimity of a man wdioin they had so greatly injared, 
and who had now an opportunity of vengeance. The generous 
mind, however, never harbours revenge in the hour of return¬ 
ing prosi)erity; but feels noble satisliiction in sharing its 
happiness even with its enemies. Columbus forgot, in his 
present felicity, i^l that he had sulftTcd from these men; he 
ceased to consider them enemies, now that they had lost the 
power to injure; and he not only fultilled all that he had 
promised them, by tak/mg them on board the shii)s, but 
relieved their necessities from his own purse, until tluMi 
return to Spain; and afterwards took unwearied pains to 
recommend them to the bounty of the sovereigns. P'rancisco 
Porras alone continued a prisoner, ^,0 be tried by the tribunals 
of his country. , 

Oviedo assures us that the Indians wept when they beheld 
tlm departure of the Spaniards; still considering them as 
beings from the skies. Prom tire adudra^*, it is true, they had 
experienced iiothing but just and genile treatment, and con¬ 
tinual benefits; an^ the idea of his immediate influence with 
the Deity, manife'Sted on the memorable occasion of the eclipse, 
may have made them consider him as more than human, and 
his presence as propitious to their island; but it is not easy 
to believe that a lawless gang like that of Porras, could ha\ e 
been ranging for months among their villages, without giving 
cause for the greatest joy at their departure. 

On the 28th of June the vessels set sail for San Domingo. 
The adverse winds and currents which had opposed Columbus 
throughout this ill-starred expedition, still continued to harass 
him. After a weary struggle of several weeks, he reached, 
on the 3rd of August, the little island of Bcata, on the coast of 
Hispaniola. Between this place and San Domingo the cui- 
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renls are so violent, that vessels are oftf n^dejtained months, 
waiting for sufficient wind to enable them lo stem the stream. 
Hence Columbus dispatched a letter by land to Ovando, to 
inform of his approach, and to remove certain absurd sus¬ 
picions of his views, which he had learnt from Salcedo werci 
still entertained by the governor, who feared his arrival in 
the island might produce fiictions and disturbances. In this 
letter he expresses, with his usual warmth and simplicity, the 
joy he felt at his deliverance, which was so great, he says, 
that since the .arrival of Diego de Salcedo with succour, he 
bad scai’cely been able to sleep. The letter had barely time 
to precede the writer, for, a favourable wind springing up, 
tlic vessels again made sail, and, on the 13th of August, 
anchored in the harbour of San Domiifgo. 

If it is the lot of prosperity to awaken emy and excite 
detraction, it is certainlv the lot of misfortune to atone for a 
multitude of faults. San Domingo had been the very hot¬ 
bed of sedition against Columbus in the day of his power; he 
had been hurried from it in ignominious chains, amidst the 
sliouts and taunts of the triuraphaiit rabble; he had been 
excluded from its harbour, when, as commander of a squadron, 
he craved shelter from an impending tempest; but now that he 
arrived in its waters, a broken-down and shipwi’eckcd man, all 
past hostility was overpowered by the popular sense of his late 
disasters. There was a momentary burst of enthusiasm in his 
favour; what had been denied to his merits, was granted to his 
misfortunes; and even the envious, appeased by his present »e- 
\xrses, seemed to forgive him for having once been so triumphant. 

Tlic governor and principal inhabitants came forth to meet 
him, and received him with signal distinction. He was 
lodged as a guest in the house of Ovando, ®who treated him 
•with the utmost courtesy and attention. The governor was a 
shrewd and discreet man, and much of a courtier; but then; 
were causes of jealousy and distrust between him and Co¬ 
lumbus too deep to pfxmit of cordial intercourse. The 
admiral and his son Fernando always pronounced the civility 
of Ovando overstrained and hjrpocritical; intended to obli¬ 
terate the remembrance of past neglect, and to conceal 
lurking enmity. While he professed the utmost friendship 
and sympathy for the admiral, he set at liberty the traitor 
Forras, who was still a prisoner, to be taken to Spain foi 
trial. He also talked of punishing those of the admiral’s 
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people who had tajfcn arms in his defence, and in the affi-ay 
at Jamaica hud ^tilled several of the mutineers. 'J'hese cir¬ 
cumstances were loudly complained of by Columbus; but, in 
fact, they rose out of a question of jurisdiction between him 
and the governor. Their powers were so undefined as to 
* clash with each other, and they were both disposed to be 
extrt'mely punctilious. Ovando assumed a rij^t to take 
cognizance of all transactions at Jamaica; as happening within 
the limits of his government, which included all the islands 
and Terra Firma. Columbus, on the other hand, asserted 
the absolute command, and the jurisdiction both civil and 
criminal, given to him by the sovereigns, over all persons who 
sailed in his expedition, from the time of departure until 
their return to Spain. • To prove this, he produced his letter 
of instructions. The governor heard him with great courtesy 
and a smiling countenance; but observed, that the letter of 
instructions gave him no authority wdthin the bounds of his 
government.'^ lie relinquished the idea, however, of inves¬ 
tigating the conduct of the followers of Columbus, and sent 
Torras to Spain, to b(’ exananed by the board which had 
charge of the affairs of "fhe Indies. 

The sojourn of Columbus at San Domingo was but little 
calculated to yield him satisfaction. He was grieved at the 
desolation of the island by the oppressive treatment of the 
natives, and the horrible massaefe which had been perpe¬ 
trated by Ovando and his agdlits. He had Jbndly hoped, at 
one time, to render the natives civilized, industrious, and 
tributary subjects to the crown, and derive from thc'ir 
well-regulated labour a great and stead” revenue. How dil- 
ferent had been the event! The five great tribes wdiich 
peo])lcd the moTtnfains and the valleys at the time of the 
discovery, and rendered, by their mingled towns, and villages, 
and tracts of cultivation, the rich levels of the Vegas so many 
“■ painted gardens,” bad almost all passed away, and the native 
princes had perished chiefly by violent or ignominious deaths. 
Columbus regarded the affairs of the island with a different; 
eye from Ovando. He had a paternal feeling for its prospe¬ 
rity, and his fortunes w^ere implicated in its judicious manage¬ 
ment. He complained, in subsequent letters to the sovereigns, 
that all the public affairs were iU conducted; that the ore 
collected lay unguarded in large quantities, in houses slightly 
* Letter of Columbus to his son Diego, Seville, Nov. 21, 1504. 
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built and thatched, imdting depredatioi^; that Ovando n^as 
unpopular, the people were dissolute, and property of the 
crown and the security of the island in continual risk from 
mutiny and sedition.* While he saw all this, he had no 
power to interfere, and any observation or remonstrance on^ 
his part wms ill received by the governor. 

He found his own immediate concerns in great confusion. 
His rents and dues were eitht'r uncollected, or he could not 
obtain a clear account and a full liqu’dation of them. What¬ 
ever he could collect was a})propriated to the fitting out of the 
vessels which w(;re to convey himself and his crews to Spain. 
He accuses Ovando, in his subsequent letters, of having 
neclected, if not sncrificed, his interests during his long 
abs('nce, and of having impeded those Avho were appointed to 
attf'nd to his concerns. That he haa some grounds for these 
complaints would appear from two letters still extant,f 
written by Queen Isabella to Ovando, on the 27th of No¬ 
vember, 1503, in which she informs him of the complaint of 
Alonzo Sanchez de Carvajal, tliat hci was impeded in collect¬ 
ing the rents of the admiral; and expressly commands Ovando 
to observe the capitulations granterrto Columbus; to respect 
his agents, and to facilitate, instead of obstructing his con¬ 
cerns. These letters, while they imply ungenerous conduct 
on the part of the governor towards his illustrious prede¬ 
cessor, evince likewise the* personal interest taken by Isabella 
on the affairs of Columbus, dufiiig his absence. She had, in 
fact, signified h^r displeasure at his being excluded from t^ie 
port of San Domingo, when he applied there for succour for 
his squadron, and for shelter troin a storm; and had censured 
Ovando for not taking his advice and detaining the. fleet of 
Hobadilla, by which it would have cscHjjtjd its disastrous 
fate.:J; And here it m.ay be observe'd, that the sanguinary act.-i 
of Ovando towards the natives, in particular the massacre at 
Xaragua, and the execution of the unfortunate Anacaona, 
awakened equal horror and indignation in Isabella; she was 
languishing on her death-bed when she received the intelli¬ 
gence, and with her dying breath she exacted a promise from 
King Ferdinand, that Ovando should immediately be recalled 
from his government. The promise was tardily and reluct 

* Letter of ColumbuB to his son Diego, Seville, 3rd Dec. 150ii. 

t Navarrete, Collec., tom. ii., decad. 151, 152. 

4 Ilerrera, Hist. Ind., decad. i. lib. v. cap. 12. 
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nntly fulfilled, after an interval of about four jears, and not 
until induced by •^ht'r circumstances; for Ovando contrived to 
propitiate the monarch, by forcing a revenue from the island. 

The continual misuuucrstandings between the admiral and 
the governor, though always qualified on the part of the 
♦attcr with great complaisance, induced Columbus to hasten 
as much as possible his departure from the island Tlic shiji 
in which he had returned from Jamaica was repaired and 
fitted out, and put under the command of the Adelantado; 
another vessed was freighted, in which Columbus embarked with 
his son and his domc'stics. The greater part of his late crews 
remained at San Domingo; as they were in great poverty, he 
relieved their necessities from his own purse, and advanced 
the funds necessary fbr^ tlu' voyage home of those who chose 
to return. Many thus relieved by liis generosity had been 
among the most violent of the rebels. 

0^1 tlic 12th of S(?ptemher he set sail, but had scarcely left 
the harbour when, in a sudden squall, the mast of his ship 
was carried away, lit immediately went with his family on 
board of the vessel eonimandr'd by the Adelantado, and, send¬ 
ing back the damaged ship to ])ort, continued on his course. 
Throughout the voyage he experienced the most tempestuous 
weather. In one storm the mainmast was sprimg in four 
])laccs. He was confined to his bed at the time by the gout; 
by his advice, however, and the activity of the Adelantado, 
the damage was skilfully repaired; the mast was shortened; 
the weak parts were fortified by wood taken from the castles 
or V.abins, which the vessels in those days (arried on the 
prow and stem; and the whole was well* se-^ured by cords 
They wore still more damaged in a succeeding tempest in 
which the ship sp^u^ig her foremast. In this crippled state 
they had to traverse seven hundred leagues of a stormy ocean. 
Fortupe continued to persecute Columbus to the end of this, 
his last and most disastrous expedition. For several weeks he 
was tempest-tost—suffering at the same time the most excru¬ 
ciating pains from his malady—until, on the seventh day of 
November, his crjizy and shattered bark anchored in the 
harbour of San Lucar. Hence he had himself conveyed to 
Seville, whore he hoped to enjoy repose of mind and body, 
and to recruit his health after such a long series of fatigues, 
anxieties, and hardships.* 

* Hist, del Alniiran*e, cap. 108. Las Casas, lib. ii. cap. 36 
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CHAPTER IL—[1504.] 

Broken by age. and infirmities, and',^^om down by the 
toils and hardships of his recent expedition, Columbus had 
looked forward to Seville as to a haven of rest, wlicre he might 
repose awhile from his troubles. Care and sorrow, however, 
followed him by sea and land. In varying the scene, he buo 
varied tlie nature of his distress. “Wearisome days and 
nightr” were appointed to him for the remainder of his 
life; and the veiy margin of his grave was destined to be 
Btrew(*d with thorns. 

On arriving at St'ville, he found all his affairs in confusion. 
E^'('r since he had been sent home in chains from San Do¬ 
mingo, when his house and effects had been taken possession 
of by Bobadilla, his rents and dues hjid never been properly 
colh'cted; and such as had been gathered had been retained 
in the hands of the governor Ovando. “ I have much vexa¬ 
tion from the governor,” says lie in a letter to his son Diogo."^ 
“ All tell me that I have there eleven c ' twelve thousand 
Castellanos; cind I have not received a quarto. ♦ * * * 

I know oil, that since my departure, he must have reeeiveti 
upwards of five thousand castellanbs.” lie entreated that a 
letter might be WTitten by the king, commanding the pay¬ 
ment of these arrears without delay; for his agents would 
not venture even to speak to Ovando on the subject, unless 
emjiowercd by a letter from the sovereign. 

C'olumbus wiLS not of a mert-cnary sjiirit; but his i*Jink and 
situation required large expenditure. The world thought him 
in the possession of sources of inexhaustible w^ealth; but, as 
y('t, those sources had furnished him but precarious and 
tieanty streams. Ills last voyage had exhausted his finances, 
and involved him in perplexities. All tliakdie had been able 
to eollect of the money due to him in Hispaniola, to the 
amount of twelve hundred Castellanos, had been expended in 
bringing home many of his late crew, who were in distress; 
and for the greater part of the sum the crown remained his 
debtor. While struggling to obtain his mere pecimiary dues, 
he w'as absolutely suliering a degree of penury\ He repeat¬ 
edly urges the necessity of economy to his son Diego, until 
he can obtain a restitution of. bis property, and the payment 
t)f his arrears. “ I receive nothing of the revenue due to 
me,” says he, in one letter; “ I live by borrowing.” “ LittD 
• Let Seville, 13 Dec., 1604. Navarrete, v. i. p. 348. 
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have 1 profited,” hi^Jidds, in another, “ by twenty years of 
service, with suelf*toils and perils; since, at present, 1 do not 
own a roof in Spain. If I desire to eat or sleep, 1 have no 
resort but an inn; and, for the most times, have not where¬ 
withal to pay my hill.” 

* Yet in the midst of those personal distreeses, he was nioro 
solicitous for the payment of his seamen than of himself. He 
wrote strongly and repeatedly to the sovereigns, entreating the 
discharge of their arrears, and urged his son Diego, wlio was 
at court, to exert himself in their behalf. “They are poor,’’ 
said he, “ and it is now nearly three years since tliey left their 
liomes. They have endured infinite toils and perils, and they 
bring invaluable tidings, for which their majesties ought to 
give thanks to God aiuUrejoicc.” Notwithstanding liis gene¬ 
rous solicitude for these men, he kiK'W several of tliem to have 
hcen his enemies ; nay, that some of them were at this vmy 
tiiiuvdisposed to do him harm rather than good; siieli was the 
inagiianimity of hi:'' s])irit and his forgiving disjiosition. 

'I'lie same zeal, also, for the iiiteri'sts of his sovereigns, 
wliieh had (ivit actuated his loyal mind, mingled with liis 
other (iauscs of solicitude. ** He rt prosenk d in his h'tter to the 
king tlio mismanagement of the royal rents in Uisipaniola, 
under the administration of Ovando. Immense quantities of 
ore lay unprotected in slightly-built houses, and liable to 
depredations. It required a person* of vigour, and one who 
had an individual interest in the projierty of the island, to 
restore its aHairs to order, and draw' from it the immense 
revenues which it was capable* of yieldiiig; and Columbus 
jilainly intimated that he was tlic jiroper person. 

Ill fact, as tb himself, it was not so mL,.h pecuniary indem¬ 
nification that he #ohght, as the restoration of his offices and 
(bgnitics. Tic regarded them as the trophies of his illustrious 
vements; he had received the ixyal promise that he 
should be reinstated in them ; and he felt that as long as they 
were withheld, a tacit censure rested upon his name. Had 
he not been proudly impatient on this subject, he would have 
lie]led the loftiest part of his character; for he who can be 
indifferent to the wTeath of triumph, is deficient in the noble 
ambition which incites to glorious deeds. 

The unsatisfactory replies received to his letters disquieted 
bis mind. He knew that he had a ctive enemies at co’irt 
ready to turn all things to his disadvantage, and felt tlit- 

2 a 
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importance of being there in person to defeat their mach > 
nations: but his infirmities detained fiiite at SeviUc. H© 
made an attempt to set forth on the jo\irney, but tlic severity 
of the winter and the virulence of his malady obliged him to 
relinquish it in despair. All that he could do was to reite¬ 
rate his letters to the sovereigns, and to entreat the intc'i - 
vention of his few but faithful fri('nds. lie feared the dis¬ 
astrous occurrences of the last voyage might be requesented 
to his prejudice. The great object of thc‘ expedition, tlu' 
discovery of a strait opening from the Carribean to a soidJiern 
sea, had failed. The secondary object, the acquisition of 
gold, had not been completed. lie had discovered the gold 
miiu's of Veragua, it is true ; but lu' had brought home no 
treasure ; because, as he said, in ®ne of his IctU'rs, “ I 
would not rob nor outrage the country ; since reason requires 
that it shoiild be settled, and then the gold may be procuix-d 
Avithout violence.” « 


11 0 was especially apprehensive that tli' violent scenes in 
the island of Jamaica might, by the perversity of his enemies, 
and the effronterj^ of the delinquents, be UTcsted into mat¬ 
ters of accusation against him, as uad been the case with th<’ 
rcbellion of Roldan. Rorras, the ringleadt'r of the late lac 


tion, had been sent home by Ovando, to apja'ar before the 
board of the Indies ; but without any writti'n ])rocess, setting 
forth the offences charged against him. ^^dlile at Jamaica, 
Oolunibus had ordi'i cul an iiupu'st of the aflair to be taken ; 
but the notary of the squadron who took it, and the jiajiers 
which he drew uji, were on board fif tlu' shij) in Avhich the 
admiral had saih'd from Hisjianiola. but whiiJi had put back 
dismasted. No cognizance of the case, tlu'reftil c, was taki'u 
by the council of the Indies; and Ron-fts Avent at large, 
armed Avith the jiower and the disposition to do mischief, 
lieing related to Morales, the royjd treasurer, he had access 
to jieople in ])lace, and an opportunity of enlisting their 
opinions and prejudices on his side. Columbus wrote to 
Morales, inclosing a copy of the petition Avhieli the rebels 
had sent to him when in Jamaica, in w'hich they acknow¬ 
ledged their culpability, and implored his forgiveness; and 
lie entreated the treasurer not to be swayed by the represen¬ 
tations of his relative, nor to pronounce an opinion unfavour¬ 
able to him, until he had an opportunity of heing heard. 

The faithful and indefatigahle Diego Mendez Avas at thi.s 
time at the court, as well as Alonzo Sanchez dc CarA'ajal, and 
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r.n nctive friend €!olumbus named Geronimo. 'Hiov o»nild 
hoar the most iinpRrhmt testimony as to his eondnet, and he 
\\ rote to his son Diepjo to call upon them for their j^ood 
offiees. “ I trust.” said he, “• that the truth and dih^euee <vf 


l)ie^o Mendez wiil be of as much avail as the lies of l*on i\K.” 
Vothinp; can surpass the affectinpj earnestness and siiujih- 
eity of the general declaration of loyalty, contained in oiu' of 
his letters. “ I have served their majesties,” sa\s he, “ with 
as much zeal and diligence as if it had been to gain T^iradise ; 
and if I have failed in anything, it luis been be(*ause my 
knowledge and powers went no further.” 

AVhile reading these touching apju'als, w'e can scarcely 
realize* the fact, that the deie'cted individual thus wearilv and 
laiiily ap])lying for unquestionahle rights, and pleading 
almost like a culprit, in casi s wheri'in he liad been nagrantly 
injured, was the same wlio but a few years previously had 


been received at this \ery cauirt with uhnosl regal honours, 
and idolized as a national henefactor; that this, in a word. 


lias Columbus, te.e discover(*r of the New AVorld; broken in 


health, and impoverished,^in ^lis old days b> bis very dis- 


eoven(‘S. 

At length the carave l bringing the ollicial jiroccediugs re- 
•ative to the brothers Pomis arriied at tlie Algarvis, in 
Portugal, and Columbus looked foi;ward with hope that all 
matters Mould soon be ])laced ijii a proper light. Ills anxii'ty 
to get to court bei’anu* every day more intensi*. A litter was 
proi’ided to convey him thither, and was actually at the door, 
imt the inclemency of the wTOther and Ids increasing infir¬ 
mities obligei^ him again to abandon C'O journey. Jlis re- 
!^r)urc(; of leltt*r-WTi^iiig began to fail him: he could only 
M’ritt* at iiiglit. foi*in the daytime the severity of his malady 
d(‘])rived him of the use of Ids liands. 'J’he tidings from the 
emurt were every day more and more advi rse to his hopes; 
the intrigues of his enemies W'ere jirevailing; the cold- 
liearted Ferdinand treated all his applications with iiidiifer- 
ciiet*; the generous Isabella lay dangerously ill. On her 
justice and magnanimity be still relied for the full restoration 
of his rights, and the redress of .all his grievances. “ May it 
])lease tlie Holy Trinity,” says he, “ to restore our sovereign 
(luceii to health ; for by her will every thing bo adjusted M’lii(‘h 
is now in confusion.” Alas! w’hile writing that letter, his 
noble benefactress was a corpse ! 


2 u 2 
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The health of Isabella had loii" been* ni^dcrniincd by the 
shocks of repeated domestic calamities.' I'he death of her 
only eon, the prince Juan ; of her beloved daugliter and 
bosom friend, the princess Isabella; and of her grandson and 
prospective heir the prince Migviel, had been three cruel wounds 
to a heart full of the tenderest sensibility. To these was added 
the constant grief caused by the evident infirmity of intellect 
of her daughter Juana, and the domestic unhap])iness of that 
princess with her husband, the Archduke Philip. The deso¬ 
lation which walks through palaces admits not the familiar 
sympathies and sweet consolations which alleviate thesorro^>s 
of common life. Isabella pined in state, amidst the obse¬ 
quious homages of a court, surrounded by the trophies of a 
glorious and successful reign, and pfaced at the summit of 
earthly grandeur. A deep and incurable melancholy settled 
upon her, which undermined her constitution, and gave a 
fatal acuteness to her bodily maladies. After four months 
of illness, she died on the 2()th of November, 1501, at Medina 
del Campo, in the fifty-fourth year of her ag(' ; but long 
before her eyes closed uj)on the wt'rhl, her heart had closed 
on all its pomps and vanities. “ Let iny body,"’ said she in 
her will, “ be intiTin d in th(' monastery of San Francisco, 
which is in the Alhambra of the city of Granada, in a low 
.se])ulchre, without any nsronumeiit ('ve('})t a plain stone, with 
the inscriiHion cut on it. But 1 desire and command, that if 
the king, my jord, should choose a sepulchre in any cliurc‘li 
or monastery in any other part or place of these my kingdeins, 
my body be transjlorted thithfr, and buried beside the body 
of his highness; so that the union we have enjoyed while 
living, and which, through the mercy qjf God; we hope OTir 
souls will cxj)erienee in heaven, may be Vejjiescnted by our 
bodies in the earth. 

Such was one of several passages in the will of this ad¬ 
mirable woman, which bespoke the chastened humility of hei 
heart; and in which, as has been well observed, the affections 
of conjugal love were delicately entwined with piety, and 
with the most tendcT melancholy.f She was one of the purest 

♦ The dying command of Isabella ^las been obeyed. Tl)e author of 
this work has seen her tomb in the ;oyal chapel of the Cathedral of 
Granada, in which her remains arc iutorred with those of Ferdinand. 
Their efligics, seulpiurcd in white mavhle, lie side hy side on a magnifi¬ 
cent sepulchre. The altar of the chaped is ailoi'ncd with has rclietij 
representing the comiuest and surrender of Granada. 

+ Elogio de la Iteina Catolicanor 1) Dici* • Clemeuein. llhistration 19, 



RIS LETTER TO HIS SON. 


589 


spirits that evcr^ ni^ed over the destinies of n nation. Had 
sin* been spared. Her benifjjnant vigilance would have preventi'd 
many a scene of horror in the colonization of the New World, 
and mi^ht have softened the lot of its native inhabitants. 
As it is, her fair name will ever shine with celestial radiance 
•in the dawninjr of its history. 

Tlie news of the deatli of Isabella reached Columbus when 
he was writing a letter to his son Diego. lie notices it in a 
postscript or memorandum, written in the haste and brevity 
of the moment, but in beautifully touching and mourniul 
terms. “ A memorial,” ho writes, “ for thee, my dear son 
Diego, of wdiat is at present to be done. The principal thing 
is to commend affectionately, and with great dewotion, the 
soul of the (|ueen our f?ovi‘reign to (i(kI. Her lift* was always 
catholic and holy, and prompt to all things in his holy service : 
for this reason we mav rest assured that she is received into 
Ids glory, and beyond the cares of this rough and weary 
world. 'J'hc ne.Vi. thing is to watch and labor in all matters 
for the service of our sovereign the king, and to cnd('avour to 
.alleviate his grief, llis Maji sty is the head of Christendom, 
lleinembi'r the ])roveib wddeh says, when th(' head suffcas all 
the members sufter. 'fherefore all good ('hristians should 
pray for his health and long life; and we, who are in his em- 
])loy, ought more than others to do this with all study and 
diligence.”* 

It is imjiossible to read this mournful let^^r without being 
rppved by the simply eloquent yet artless language, in which 
C’olumbus expresses his tenderness for the memory of his 
benefactress, his wearin(‘ss under the gathering cares and ills 
of life, and his persevering and enduring loyalty towards the 
sovereign who \'«is' so ungratefully neglecting him. It is in 
these unstudied and confidential letters that we read the 
heart of Columbus. 

CHAPTER III.—[1505.] 

The death of Isabella was a fatal blow to the fortunes of 
Columbus. While she lived, he had every thing to anti( i])ate 
from her high sense of justice, her regard for her royal word, 
her gratitude for his services, and her admiration of his cha¬ 
racter. With her illness, however, his interests had lan¬ 
guished, and when she died, he was left to the justice and 
generosity of Ferdinand ! 

* Letter to his son Diego, Dec. 3, 1504. 
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During the remainder of the winter an^a part of the spring, 
he continued at Seville, detained by paiu^ui’ illness, and en¬ 
deavouring to obtain redress from the government by ineifect- 
ual letters. Ilis brother the Adt-lantado, who supjiorted him 
with his accustomed fondness , and devotion through all his 
trials, proceeded to court to attend to his interests, taking^ 
with him the admiral's younger son Fernando, then aged 
about seventeen. The latter, the affectionate father rc- 
peatc'dly n'jircsents to his son Diego as a man in understanding 
and conduct, though but a strijiliug in years; and inculcates 
tin? stiongest fraternal attachment, alluding to his own bre¬ 
thren with one of those simply eloquent and effecting expres¬ 
sions which stamp his heart upon his letters. “ To thy 
brother, conduct thyself as the elder Iwothcr should unto tiie 
younger. Thou hast no other, and I praise God tliat this is 
such a one as thou dost need. Ten brotliers would not be too 
many for thee. Never have I found a better friend to i^ght 
or left, than my brothers.” « 

Among the per sons wliom Columbus employed at this time 
in his missions to tlie court, Mas Amerigo Vespucci, lie de¬ 
scribes him as M'orthy but unfortiaiate man, mIio had not 
profited as much as he desm'ved by his undertakings, and who 
had always been disposed to render him service. His object 
in employing him appears to have been to prove the value of 
his last voyage, and that he' had been in the most opulent parts 
of the New World ; Vespucci having since touched upon the 
same coast, in a'Voyage with Alonzo d(? Ojeda. 

One cii'curastance occurred at this time which shed a gleam 
of hope and consolation over his gloomy prosjjccts. Diego de 
Deza, who had been for some time bishop of Falcncia, m’us 
expected at court. This was the same w orthy fri.ar who had 
aided him to advocate his theory before the board of learned 
men at Salamanca, and had assisted him with his purse when 
making his proposals to the Spanish court. He had just 
been promoted and made archbishop of Seville, but had not 
yet been insbdled in office. Columbus directs his son Diego 
to intrust his interests to this worthy prelate. “ Two 
things,” says he, “ require particular attention. Ascertain 
whether the queen, who is now with God, has said anything 
concerning me in her testament, and stimulate the bishop of 
Palencia, he who was the cause that their highnesses obtained 
possession of the Indies, who induced me to remain in Castile 



HIS JOURNEY TO THE COURT. 


591 


when I was on the ^oad to leave it.”* In another letter he 
says, “ If the bislTo^i of PahMieia has arrived, or should arrive, 
tell him how much I liava' been jj^ratified by his j)rosperity, 
and that if I come, I shall lod^e with his grace, eveu though 
he should not iu\ite me, for we must return to our ancient 
Maternal affection.” 

Tlie incessant applications of Columbus, both by letter and 
by tlu' intervention of friends, apjiear to have been listened 
to with cool indifference. No compliance was yiehh'd to his 
reipiosts, and no di'ference was paid to his opinions, on various 
points, conci'rning whicli he interested liiinself. New instruc¬ 
tions were sent out to Ovando, but not a word of their purport 
was mentioned to the admiral. It was propo.sed to send out 
thrc'e bishops, and li(' (•iitreated in vain to b(‘ lu'ard previous 
lo iheir eleeUon. In short, lit' was not in any w.ay consulted 
in the affairs of the New AVorld. lie felt deeply this neglect, 
and'^beeanie every day more im])atient of his abseinte from 
r*ourt To ('liable himself to jK'rform the journey with more 
oase, lie applit'd for permission to use a mule, a royal ordi- 
nanei' having pronibited tin. ein])loyment of thosi! animals 
andt'r the saddle, in eoMx'fpu'nee of their universal use having 
(X'casioiu'd a decline in ilie breed of lioises. A royal [lermis- 
sion was accordingly granted to Columbus, in consnlt'ration 
that his agt' and infirmities inca])acitated him from riding 
on liorsc'back; but it was a conitiderable time before tlie 
slate of his health would permit him to avail ^imself of that 


privilege. 

ddie foregoing particulars, gleaned from hdters of Columbus 
seeently discovered, show the real state of his affairs, and the 
mental and "bodily afttictioii sustained by him during his 
winter's residence at Seville, on liis return from his last dis¬ 
astrous voyage. lie has generally been represented as rejios- 
iiig there from his toils and trovdiles. Never was honoui-ablo 
1 eposc more mcritt'd, more desired, and k'ss enjoyed. 

It was not until the month of May that he was able, iu 
comjiany with his brotlier the Adelantado, to accomplish hiB 
journey to court, at that time held at Segovia. lie, who 
but a few years before had entered the city of Barcelona in 
triumph, attended by the nobility and chivalry of Spain, and 
hailed with rapture by the multitude, now arrived within the 
gates of Segovia, a 'wayworn, melancholy, and neglected man ; 

♦ 1..0tter of December 2^ 1504, Navarrete, torn. i. p. 346. 
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oppressed more by sorrow than even by bis^vears and infiraii- 
tics. 'VVlien he ])rcsented himself at coui'i!. he met with none 
of that distinj>;uislied attention, that cordial kindness, that 
cherishinp^ sympathy, which his unparalleled services and his 
recent sufferings had meriU'd.'*^ ^ 

The selfish J^’ci'dinand had lost sight of his past services, in 
what ap})eaicd to him the inconvenience of his ])resent de¬ 
mands. ITe received him with many professions of kindness • 
but with those cold, ineffectual smiles, which pass like wintry 
sunshine over the countenance, and convey no warmth to the 
heart. 


The admiral now gave a particular account of his latt 
voyage ; describing the great tract of Tenn Firma, which he 
had explored, and the ric;hes of the prdvinee of Veragua. He 
related also the disasters sustained in the island of Jiimaica, 
the insurrection of the Porras and their baud ; and all the 
other griefs and troubles of this unfortunate expedition. ' Jit 
had but a cold-hearted auditor in the king; and the benig¬ 
nant Isabella was no more at hand to soothe him with a smih 
of kindness, or a tear of s>Tnpathy.^ “ I know not,” says tlu 
venerable Las Casas, ‘‘ what could cause this dislike and tin? 
want of princely countenance in the king, towards one win 
had rendered him such pre-eminent benefits ; unless it wat 
that his mind was swayed by the false testimonies which hat 
been brought against the admiral; of w’hi(;h I have beei 
enabled to leari^ something from persons much in favour witl 
the sovereigns.’’! » 

After a few dayjfchad elapse^, Columbus urged his suit ii 
form; reminding the king of all that he had done, and al 
that had been promised him under the royal word and seal 
and supplicating that the restitutions aiitF indemnification! 
which had been so frequently solicited, might be awarded tt 
him; offering in return to serve his majesty devotedly for the 
short time he had yet to live ; and trusting, from what he fel 
within him, and from what he thought he knew' with cer 
tainty, to render services which should surpass all that In 
had j^ct performed a hundred-fold. The king, in reply, ac 
knowledged the greatness of his merits, and the importance 
<>f his services, but observ'ed, that, for the more satisfactory 
‘idjustment of his claims, it would be advisable to refer al 

* Laa Casas, lib. ii. cap. 37. Herrera, decad. i. lib. vi. cap. 18. 

+ Las Casas, Hist. Ind.> lib. ii. wp. 37, MS. 
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^^ints in dispute^to the decision of some discreet and able 
person. The admft-id imiiiediatcly proposed as arbiter hit 
friend the archbishop of Seville, I)ou Diego de Deza, one of 
the most able and upright men about the court, devotedly 
loyal, high in the confidence of the king, and one who hail 
mways taken great interest in the afiiiirs of the New \\'orld 
The king consented to the arbitration, but artfully extended 
it to questions which he knew would never be put at issui* 
by Columbus; among these was his claim to the restoration 
of his office of viceroy. To this Columbus objected witli be¬ 
coming spirit, as compromising a right which Avas too clearly 
defined and solemnly established, to be put for a moment in 
dispute. It was the question of rents and revenue alone, he 
observed, Avliich lie was* willing to submit to the decision of a 
learned man, not that of tlu* government of the Indi(‘s. As 
the monarch persisted, howevi'r. in embracing both (piestions 
in the arbitiution, the proposed measiuc was never carricfl 
into cfleet. 

It was, in fact, on the subjec.t of his dignities alone that 
Columbus was tenacious ; pill i»ih('r matters be considei ed of 
minor importance. In a C(»n\ersation with the king, he ahsii- 
lutely disavowed all wish of entering into any suit or pU'ad- 
ing as to liis jiecuniary dues; on the contrary he oliered to 
put all his privileges and Avritiiig^ into the hands of his 
sovereign, and to receive out of the dues arising from tlnun, 
whatever his majesty might think proper to a^ard. Ail that 
he claimed without qualification or reserve, iverc his official 
dignities, assured to him und/LT the roy'd seal with all tlui 
solemnity of ^ treaty. lie entreated, at all events, that these 
matters might spi'i'thly be decided, so ifiat be might be le- 
leased from a statt^of miserable susficiisc, and eii.ibled to retire 
to some quiet corner, in search of that tranquillity and re])ose 
necessary to his fatigues and his infirmities. 

"J'o tliis frank appeal to his justice and generosity, Ferdinand 
replied with many courteous expressions, and with those 
general evasive promises, which beguile the ear of the court 
applicant, but convey no comfort to liis heart. “As far as 
actions went,” observes Las Casas, “ the king not merely 
showed him no signs of favour, but, on the contrary, dis¬ 
countenanced him as much as possible; yet ho was never 
wanting in complimentary expressions.” 

Many months were passed by Columbus in unavailing soli- 
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citation, diirin" which he continued to receive outward de- 

Cr j ^ 

inonstrations of respect from the kinji;,'> and due attention 
from Cardinal Ximciies, archbishop of Toledo, and other 
principal personaf^es; but he had learned to appreciate and 
distnist the hollow civilities of a court. His claims were re¬ 
ferred to a tribunal, eall(‘d “ 'The council of the dischar<;cs of 
the conscience of the deceased queen, and of the kinj;.” 
Tliis is a kind of tribunal, commonly known by the name of 
the Junta de Descargos, c{)mposed of persons nominated by 
the sovereign, to superintend the accomplishment of the last 
will of his ])redecc*ssor, and the discharge of his debts. Two 
consultations were held by this body, but nothing was deter¬ 
mined. The wishes of the king were too well known to be 


tlnvarted. “ It was believed,” says •Las Casas, “ that if the 


king could have done so wdth a safe conscience, and Avithout 


detriment to his fame, he would have respected few or none of 
the privileges which he and the (juc'cn had conceded t<!J the 
admiral, and which had been so justly mciited.”* 

Columbus still flattered himself that, his claims being of 
paich importance, and touching a question of sovereignty, the 
adjustment of them might be only postponed by the king 
until he ccmld consult wdth his daughter Juana, who had s\ic- 
ceeded to Iut inothtu* as quc'cn of Castile, and who was daily 
ex])ectt;d from hdanders, with her husband, King Philij). He 
endeavoma'd, then’fore, 'to bear liis delay Avith ])atience ; but 
he had no longer the physieaf strength and glorious anticipa¬ 
tions which once sustained him through his long application 
at this com*t. Lif^j itself wais drawing to a close. 

He was once more confined to his bed by a tormenting 
attack of the gout, aggravated by the sorrows and disappoint¬ 
ments which preyed upon his heart. ^^»om this couch of 
anguish he addressed one more appeal tc the justice of the 
king. He no longer petitioned for himself: it M^as for his 
eon Diego, Nor did he dwell upon his pecuniary dues ; it 
was the honourable trophies of his services, which he wished 
to secure and perpetuate in his family. He entreat('d that his 
son Diego might be appointed in his place, to the government 
of w'hich he had been so WTongfully deprived. “ This,” he 
said, “ is a matter which concerns my honour; as to all the 
rest, do as your majesty may think proper; grie or withhold, 
as may be most for your interest, and I shall be content. I 


* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. ii. cap. 37. 
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believe the anxiety caused by the delay of this affair is the 
principal cause ol^njiy ill health.” A petition to the same 
purpose "was pkcsented at the same time by his son Di('n;(), 
offering to take with him such persons I'or counsellors as the 
king should appoint, and to be guided by their advice. 

%These petitions were treated by Ferdinand with his usual 
professions and ev'asions. “ The more applicatioi*^ were made 
to him," obscrv€‘S Las Casas, “the moie favauirably did he 
r('ply; but still he delayed, ho])ing, b^ exhausting their 
jiatienee, to induce them to waive then privileges, and accept 
in jilace thereof titles and estates in Ca^^ile." Columbus re¬ 
jected all propositions of the kind with indignation, as calcu¬ 
lated to eom])romis(‘ those titk'S which Aven* th(‘ trojihies of 
his achievements. He *iw, however, that all further hope of 
redress from f'erdinaml Avas Auiin. From the bed to which he 
was confiiu'd, he addies^ed a letter to his constant, fi lend Diego 
de Dt.za, (‘xpre.ssivc of hi.s despair. “It appears that his ma¬ 
jesty does not tlimk lit to fulfil that Avliieh he, Avilh the 
queen, avIio is iu)W in glory, promised me by word and seal. 
For me to contimd for the contrary, would be to contend Avith 
the Avind. I have done iM tnat I could do. I leave the 
rest to (iod, whom I have ever found propitious to me in my 
necessities.”'^' 

The cold and calculating F'crdinand behedd this illustrious 
man sinking under infirmity of body, heightened by that de¬ 
ferred hope Avhieh “ maketh tht* heart sick.” A little more 
delay, a little more disajipointment, and a littfe longer inflic*- 
tion of ingratitude, and this loyal and generous heart would 
cease to beat: lu; should then be delivt real from the just 
claims of a ^dl-tried servant, wlio, in -('using to be useful, 
was considered byjbi*n to have become importuiiide. 

CHAPTER IV. 

In the midst of illness and despondency, when both life 
and hope were expiring in the bosom of Columbus, a new 
gleam was awakened, and blazed up for the moment Avith 
oliaracteristic fervour-. He heard with joy of the landing of 
King Philip and Queen Juana, Avho had just an-ived from 
Flanders to take jiosvscssion of their throne of Castile. Ih the 
daughter of Isabella he trusted once more to find a fiatroness 
and a friend. King Ferdinand and all the court repaired to 

* Kavarrete, Collec., tom. i. 
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Laredo to receive the youthful sovereigns. Columbus would 
gladly have done the same, but he was eentined to his bed by 
a severe return of his malady; neither in his painful and 
hcli)less situation could he dispense with the aid and ministry 
of his son Diego, llis brother, the Adelantado, therefore, 
his main dejxindence in all emergencies, was sent to repi^‘- 
sent him, and to present liis homage and congratulations. 
Columbus wrote by him to the new king and queen, exjuess- 
ing his grief at b(‘ing prevented by illness from coming in 
])erson to manifest his devotion, but begging to be considered 
among the most faithful of their subjects. He expr('sscd a 
hop(" that he should receive at their hands the restitution of 
his honours and estates, and assurc'd them, that, though 
cruelly tortured at present by discus'^, he would yet be able 
to render them services, the like of which had never been 
witnessed. 

Such was the last sally of his sanguine and unc«3nqu! rable 
spirit; which, disregarding age and infirmities, and all past 
sorrows and disajipoiutments, spoke from liis dying bed with 
all the confidence of youthful hope; and talked of still 
gi'catcr enterprises, as if he had a long and vigorous life 
before him. The Adelantado took leave of his brother 
whom he was never to behold again, and set out on his mis¬ 
sion to the new sovereigns. lie exjierienecd the most gra¬ 
cious .veeeption. The claims of the admiral were treated with 
great attentioi^ by the youn^^ king and queen, and flattering 
hopes were given of a sjicedy and prosperous termination to 
his suit. • ^ 

In the meantime, the cares and troubles of Columbus were 
drawing to a close. The momentary lire which had reani- 

• f ft 

mated him was soon quenched by accilnifulatiiig infirmities. 
Immediately after the departure of the Adelimtado his ill¬ 
ness increased in violence, llis last voyage had sliattercd be- 
vond rcjiair a frame already worn and wasted by a life of 
hardship; and continual anxieties robbed him of that sweet 
repose so necessary to recruit the weariness and debility of 
age. The cold ingratitude of his sovereign chilled his heart. 
The continued suspension of his hoiiom’s, and the enmity and 
defamation exi)enenccd at every turn, seemed to throw a 
shadow over that glory which had been the great object of his 
ambition. This shadow, it is true, could be but of transient 
duration; but it is difficult for the most illustrious man to 
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look beyond the cloud which may obscure his faiiu', 

and anticipate its Jicrinaiient lustre in the adiuiratieu of 
posterity. 

Being admonished by failing strength andinert'asing siiffer- 
i’^8 that his end Avas a])proaehing, he prepared to leave Ins 
anairs in ordcu* for the benefit of his successors. 

It is said that on the 4tli of IMay In' wrote an infonna! 
testamentary codicil on the blank page of a little brcA iaiw, 
given him by Pope Ali'xaiuler In tl)is lie be([ucatlic(l 

that book to the r('])iiblie of Oenoa, which he also a{)})oin(i‘d 
successor to his })iivil(\ges and digr\ities, on the extinction of 
his male line, lie dirt'ctt'd likewise tlie erection of an hos- 
])ital in that city witli tin* produce of his possessions in Italv. 
I'he authenticily of tins d<'cum('nt is (jucstioned, and has 
become a point of warm coiitc'st among coiuuienlators. It is 
not, howCAcr, of nuicli importance. The ]>a]a‘r is sucli as 
might I'cadily havt^ betai Avritten by a person blvc (’'olmnbns 
iji the paroxysm of disease, anIk'u he imagined his end snd 
denly ap])roaching. and .sliows the affection with whieh liis 
thoughts were bent on his ly^itiu' eity. ft is termed among 
(‘ommentators a niilitajy codicil, because tt'slanu'utai y dis 
po.sitions of this kind are executed by tlie soldica- at th(‘ ])oint 
of death, Avithout the usual furmaliLics recpiired by the civil 
law. About two Avecks after wan Is, pii the ('Vc of his dcaih, 
he executed a final and regularly auih(aitieatcd codicil, m 
which he bequeathed his dignities and estaU's with better 
judgment. 

In these last and awful moments, AvlmT^the soal Iia.s but a 


In ief space in.which to make uj) its acco'Uits between heaven 
and earth, all dissinydation is at an end, and avc read un 
equivocal CA'idence^ of character. 'I'hc last codi'il of Colum¬ 
bus, made at the’: Amry \mrge of the graAax is stampenl with his 
ruling ])assion and his benignant <ii 7 irtues. lie re'pe’ats and 
enforces several clauses of liis original testament, eonstitulmg 


his son Diego his nni\aTSjd heir. 


The entailed inheaitamje, 


eir mayorazgo, in ease he died without male issue, was te) go 
to his breither Don Fernanelo, and from liini, in like case, to 


pass to his uncle Don Bartliolomew, descending alwiiy.s to the- 
nearest male heir ; in failure of whieh it vvas to pass to tlui 
female nearest in lineage to the admiral. lie enjoined ujion 
Avliocvcr should inherit his estate never to ali(‘n;ile or diminisn 


it, but to cndcaA'our by all means to augim ut it,-* jirospenty 
and iin])ortance. He likewise cnionu’d upon In': heirs to be 
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prompt and devoted lit !ill times, wdth and estate, to* 

serve their sovereii^n ami jiromoto tlic t'hristian iiiith. Ho 
ordered that Don Die|:;o sliould devote one-tenth of the 
revenues which mi^ht arise tiom liis estate, when it came to 
be productive, to the relief of indij^ent relati\es and of otl^T 
persons in nee(\ssity; that, out of the remainder, he should 
yield certain ^ early jiroportions to his brother Don Fernando, 
and Ins imeh's Don Bartholomew and Don Diei^o ; and tliat 
till' ])art allotted to Don Fernando should be settled u])oii him 
and his male luurs in an entaih'd and unaliimable inhmitimee. 
IJavinj; tlius pro^ided for tlie maintenance and perjietuity of 
his family and dignities, he ordered that Don Die”;o, wlicn his 
estati's should be suHieiently produeti^a'. should eiect a chapel 
ill the island of Hispaniola, which God had ^i\en to him so 
marvellously, at the town of Conception, in the Ye”:a, wliere 
masses should be daily perforinrd for tlic' repose of the souls 
of himsidf, liis father, his mother, his wife, and all who died 
in the faith. Another clause reconmiends to the care of Don 
Dic”0, Beatrix Fnriipiez, the mother of his natural son 
]‘\rnando. liis connection with.»hcr had never been sanc¬ 
tioned by niatrimon3% and eithm- this circumstance, or some 
neglect of her, seems to have awakeiu'd deep compunction in 
his dyinjr moments. He orders Don Dieu,o to provide for her 
respectable maintenance ; “ and let this be done,” he adds, 
‘"for the dischari>;e of my conscience, for it weiphs heavy on 
my soiil."'^' Finally, lie noted with his own hand se\eral 
minute sums, to be paid to jiersons of different and dis^lant 
places, \iithout tliPir beinjjj told whence they received them. 
Tliesi' ap])ear t,o have been trivial di'bts of •onseience, or 
n'wards for petty servixies rect'ived iji times long past. 
Among them is one of half a mark of silver to a poor Jew, 
vlio lived at the gate of the Jewry, in the city of Lisbon. 
These minute provisions evince the scrupulous attention to 
justice in all his dealings, and that love of punctuality in the 
fulfilment of duties, for which he was remarked. In the 
same sjiirit, he gave much advice to liis son Diego, as to the 

* Diego, the sou of the admiral, notes in his own testament this 
bequest of his father, and says, that he was charged by him to pay 
Beatrix Enriquez 10,000 maravedies a-year, which for sometime he had 
faithfully periormed; hut as he believes that for three or four years pre¬ 
vious to her death he had neglected to do so, he orders that the deliciency 
ehall be ascertained, and paid to her heirs. Memorial ajustado sohre 
la propriedad del muyorazgo que fondo D. Christ. Colon. § 245. 
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^ rnnclurt of his affairs, ciijoiiiinf; upon him to Dike every 
month an accoiirn^svjfti his own hand of the expenses of Ins 
household, and to siy-n it witli his name; for a uiint of ri-'Mi- 
larily in this, he observed, lost both ])ro])erty and ser^ants, 
and turned the last into cneniies.'*^ llis dying bequests were 
n^idc in presence of a few faithful followers and scu vants, and 
among them wo find the name of Hartholomeo I'^ieseo, who 
had accompanied Diego Mendez in the perilous voyage in a 
canoe from Jamaica to Hispaniola. 

Having thus serupulously attended to all the claims of 
affection, loyalty, and justice ujxm earth, (^)]umbus turned 
his thoughts to lu'avmi ; and having received tlie holy sa(*ra- 
ment, and performed all the jiious oflices of a de\out Chris¬ 
tian, he expired wdth great resignation, on the day of asci'ii- 
sion, the 2()th of May. iriOtJ, being about seviuity V'ais of 
age f His last wairds were. “/// 'maims faas Ooniliir, coin- 
wendq spirituin mewii Into thy hands, O Lord, I coaunend 
my sjiirit. | • 

llis body was deposited in the convent of St. Francisco, 
and his obsequies wane celebrated with funei('al pomp at 
A'alladolid, in the jiarocufliJ chiireli of Santa Maria dt' la 
Antigua. His remains were transported afterwards, in lol-'I, 
to the CarthuMun inonasti'ry of Las (’uevas of Seville, to tho 
cliapel of'St. Ann or of Santo ChristQ, in which chapel wise 
likewuse deposited those of his son IXm Ihi'go, who died in 
tlie village of Montalbiin, on tht»2;jrd of February, ir)2() In 
the year ir><‘5() the bodies of Columbus and ?ns M)n Diego 
werh renioved to Hispaniola, and interred in tlm jn'ineijial 
chajiel of the cathedral of the c^t^ of San Domingo; but even 
here they did ifot rest in cpiii't, having s* ce been again di"- 
interred and conve^'lJ to the Havanna, in the island of Cuba. 

AVe arc told that FiTclinand, afti-r the death of Columbus, 
show ed a sense of his merits by ordering a monument to be 
erected to his memory, on which wuis inscribed the motto 
already cited, which had formerly been granted to him by the 
•sovereigns: A Castiula y a Leon nuevo mundo Jiio 
Colon {To Castile and Leon Columhus <jave a new world). 
However great an honour a monument may be for a subject 
to receive, it is certainly but a cheap reward for a sovi reigu 
to bestow. As to the motto inscribed upon it, it leniains 

♦ Memorial ajustado, § 248. t Cura de loa I'alacioB, c. 121, 

« Las Casas, ii. e. 38. Hist, del Almirautc, e. 108 
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engraved in the memory of mankind, more indelibly than in 
brass or marble; a record of the great u^bt of gratitude due 
to the discoverer, which the monarch had so faithlessly neg¬ 
lected to discharge. 

Attempts have been made in recent days, by loyal Spanish 
writers, to vindicate the conduct of Ferdinand towards C|i- 
lumbus. They were doubtless well intended, but they have 
been futile, nor is their failure to be regretted. To screen 
such injustice in so eminent a character from the reprobation 
of mankind, is to deprive history of one of its most important 
uses. Let the ingratitude of Ferdinand stand recorded in its 
full extent, and endure throughout all time. The dark 
shadow which it casts upon his brilliant renown, will be a 
lesson to all rulers, teaching them wlmt is important to their 
own fame in their treatment of illustrious men. 

CHAPTEH V. 

k 

In narrating the story of Columbus, it Las been the endea¬ 
vour of the author to place him in a clear and familiar point 
of view; for this purpose he has rejected no circumstance, 
however trivial, which ajipearctJ to evolve some point of 
character; and he has sought all kinds of collateral facts 
which might throw light upon his views and motives. With 
this view also he has detailed many facts hitherto passed over 
in silence, or vaguely noticed by historians, probably because 
they might be deemed instjfnces of error or misconduct on 
the part of Cofumbus; but he who paints a great man merely 
in great and herpic traits, though he may produce a'fine 
picture, will never present ti faithful portrait. Great men 
arc compounds of great and little qualities. •Indeed, much 
of their greatness arises from their mas4«aiy over the imper¬ 
fections of their nature, and their noblest actions are some¬ 
times struck forth by the collision oftheir merits and their 
defects. 

In Columbus were singularly combined the practical and 
the poetical. His mind had grasped all kinds of knowledge, 
whether procured by study or observation, which bore upon 
his theories; impatient of the scanty aliment of the day, 
“ his impetuous ardour,” as has well been observed, “ threw 
him into the study of the fathers of the church, the Arabian 
Jeurs, and the ancient geographers;” while his daring, but 
irregular genius, bursting from the limits of iinpci-fect science, 
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bore him to coflfclus’ions far beyond the intellectual vision of 
his contemporaries. If some of his conclusions were erro¬ 
neous, they were at least inp^cnious and splendid; and their 
error resulted from the clouds which still lumg over his 
peculiar path of enterprise. Ilis owm discoveries enlightened 
1% e ignorance of the age; guided conjecture to certainty, and 
dispelled that very darkness with which he had been obliged 
to struggle. 

In tin; progress of his discoveries he has been remarked for 
the extreme sagacity and the admirable justness wath which 
lie seized upon the phenomena of the exterior world. The 
variations, for instance, of terrestrial magnetism, the direction 
of currents, the groupings w^)f marine* jjlants, fixing one of the 
grand climacteric divisions of the oe(*an, the temperatures 
elianging not solely with the distance to the equator, but also 
with tlie differeiiee of meridians; these and similar phenomena, 
as they broke upoi^him, were discerned with wonderful quick¬ 
ness of perccjition, and made U) contribute important prin- 
ci])l('S to the stock of general knf)w)edge. I'his lucidity of 
Rpiiit, this quick convertibi’iiv of facts to principles, dis- 
tinguisli him from the dawn n; the close of his subliint; 
enteriirisc, insomuch that, with all the sallying ardour of his 
imagination, his ultimate success has been admirably cha¬ 
racterized as a “ conquest of rcHcetion.^”*^*' 

It has been said that mcrceiiary views milled with the 
ambition of Columbus, and that his stipulations with the 
Spanish court were selfish and a^mricious^ The charge is 
inconsiderate and unjust. IIc*ain’cd at dignity and wealth 
in the same lofty spirit in which he sought renown; they 
were to be part and,parcel of his achievement, and palpable 
evidence of its success; they were to arise from the territorii's 
he should discover, and be commensurate in importance. No 
condition could be more just. He asked nothing of the 
sovereigns but a command of the countries he hoped to give 
them, and a share of the profits to support the dignity of hiw 
command. If there should be no country discovered nis 
stipulated viccroyalty would be of no avail; and if no revenues 
should be produced, his labour and peril would produce no 
gain. If his command and revenues ultimately proved mag¬ 
nificent, it was from the magnificence of the regions he had 
RUaehed to the Castilian crown. What monarch would not 
* D. Humboldt, Examen Critique. 
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rejoice to gain empire on such condition's But he did no« 
risk merely a loss of labour, and a disappointment of ambition 
in the enterprise;—on his motives being questioned, he vo¬ 
luntarily undertook, and, with the assistance of his coadjutors, 
actually defrayed one-eighth of the whole charge of the fir^ 
expedition. • 

It was, in fact, this rare union already noticed, of the 
practical man of business with the poetical projector, which 
enabled him to carry his grand enterjiriscs into elfcet through 
so many difficulties ; but the pecuniary calculations and cares, 
which gave feasibility to his sebemes, were never suffered to 
chill the glowing aspirations of his soul. The gains that 
promised to arise from his disoovewes. he intended to appro¬ 
priate in the same princely and pious s])irit in which they 
were demanded. lie contemplated works and achievements 
of benevolence and religion; vast contributions for t^ie relief 
of the poor of his native city, the foiimjation of churches, 
w'here masses should be said for the souls of the departed; 
and armies for the recovery of the holy sepulchre in Ihilestine. 
Thus his ambition was truly^,.poble and lofty; instinct with 
uigh thought and prone to generous deed. 

In the discharge of his office he maintained the state and 
ceremonial of a viceroy, and was tenacious of his rank and 
privileges; not from a- more vu gar love of titles, but because 
he prized them as tostimonids and trophies of his achieve¬ 
ments; these he jealously cherished as his great rewards. 
In his repeated applications to the king, he insisted mcfrely 
on the restitution of his dignities. As to his pecuniary dues, 
and all questions relative to mere revenue, he offered to leave 
them to arbitration or even to the absol^uto disposition of the 
monarch; but not so his official dignities; “these things,” 
said he, nobly, “ affect my honour.” In his testament, he 
enjoined on his son Diego, and whoever after him should 
inherit his estates, whatever dignities and titles might after¬ 
wards be granted by the king, always to sign himself simply 
“ the Admiral,” by way of perpetuating in the family its real 
source of greatness. 

His conduct was characterized by the grandeur of his views, 
and the magnanimity of his spirit. Instead of scouring the 
.ewly-found countries, like a grasping adventurer eager only 
for immediate gain, as was too generally the case with con¬ 
temporary discoverers, he sought to ascertain their soil and 
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pro(Thctio»s^i4hnir and harbours; lie was desirous oJ 

colonizing and cultfvatiug tliem; of conciliating and civilizing 
the natives; of building cities; introducing the useful arts; 
subjecting every thing to the control of law, order, and re¬ 
ligion; and thus of founding regular and prosperous empires. 

this glorious plan he was constantly defeated by the dis¬ 
solute rabble which it was his misfortune to command; with 
^vhom all law was tyranny, and all order restraint. 'J’hej 
interrupted all useful works by their seditions; provoked the 
peaceful Indians to hostility; and after they liacl thus drawn 
down miseiy and warhirc upon their own heads, and over¬ 
whelmed Columbus with the ruins of the edifice he was build¬ 
ing, they charged him wit|j being the cause of the confusion. 

Well w’ould it have been for Spain had those who followed 
m the track of Columbus possessed his sound policy and 
liberal views. 3'iie New World, in snc'h eases, would have 
been sealed by jiacific eolonists, and civilized by enlightened 
U'gislators; instead of being oven'un by desperate advc'iitiirers, 
and desolated by avaricious conquerors. 

Columbus was a man of q\m;k sensibility, liable to great 
(‘xeitement, to sudden and stralSg impressions, and powerful 
imjmlses. He w'as naturally irritable and impetuous, and 
keenly sensible to injury and injustice; yet the (juickness ot 
bis temper w'as counteracted by the bt'^t'volc'nee and gene¬ 
rosity of his heart. The magnanimity of his nature shone 
forth through all the troubles of his stormy cai^'or. Though 
continually outragc'd in his dignity, and biavcd in the exercise 
of his command; though foiletUin his ] ' insf and endangered 
m his person by ^he seditions of turbulent and w ortliless men, 
and that too at times when suflering under anxiety of mind 
and anguish of body sufficient to exasperate the most patient, 
yet he restrained his valiant and indignant spirit by the 
strong powers of his mind, and brought himself to forbear, 
and reason, and even to supplicate; nor should wc fail to 
notice how free he was from all feeling of revenge, how ready 
to forgive and forget, on the least signs of repentance and 
atonement. He has been extolled for his skill in controlling 
others; but far greater praise is due to him for his firmness 
in governing himself. 

His natural benignity made him accessible to all kinds of 
pleasurable sensations from external objects. In his letters 
and journals, instead of detailing circumstances with the 

2 a 2 
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tc'clmical precision of a more navij^atoj; nqt^yL.tliO beauties 
of nature with the enthusiasm of a poet oV a painter. As he 
coasts the shores of the New World, the reader participates 
in the enjoyment with which he describes, in his imperfect 
but picturesque Spanish, the varied objects around him; the 
blandness of the temperature, the purity of the atmospher/, 
the fragrance of the air, “ full of dew and sweetness,’’ the 
verdure of the forests, the magnificence of the trees, the 
grandeur of the mountains, and the limpidity and freshiies'^ 
of the running streams. New delight springs up for him in 
every scene. He extols each new discovery as more beautiful 
than the last, and each as the most beautiful in the woild; 
until, with his simjilc earnestnesg, he tells the sovereigns, 
that, having spoken so highly of the preceding islands, he 
tears that they will not credit him, when he declares that 
the one he is actually describing surpasses them all in 
excellence. ^ 

In the same ardent and unstudied way he expresses his 
emotions on various occasions, readily aff’ected by impulses of 
joy or grief, of jiloasure or iijdignation. When surrounded 
and overwhelmed by the incAutitude and violence of worthless 
men, he often, in the retirement of bis cabin, gave way to 
bursts of sorrow, and relieved his overladen heart by sighs 
and groans. When he returned in chains to Spain, and came 
into the presence of Isabella, instead of continuing the lofty 
pride with wliich he had hitherto sustained his injuries, he 
was touched with grief and tenderness at her sympathy,-and 
burst forth into sobs and tear*. 

He was devoutly pious; religion mingled with the whole 
course of his thoughts and actions, ai|d shone forth in his 
most private and unstudied ^vritings. Whenever he made 
any great discovery, he celebrated it by solemn thanks to 
God. The voice of prayer and melody of praise rose from his 
ships when they first beheld the New World, and his first 
action on landing was to prostrate himself upon the earth and 
return thanksgivings. Every evening the Salve Heyina, ''iid 
other vesper hymns, were chanted by his crew% and masses 
were performed in the beautiful groves bordering the wild 
shpres of this heathen land. All his great enterprises were 
undertaken in the name of the Holy Trinity, and he partook 
of the communion previous to embarkation. He was a firm 
believer in the efficacy of vows, and penances, and pilgrimages, 
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uiui^sorUiii^iWlfcci^Uii^tiiiu's of difficulty and dan<^cr. 'J’he 
religion thus deeply seated in his soul diffused a sober dignity 
and benign composure over his whole demeanour, llis lan¬ 
guage was pure and guarded, and free from all imprecations, 
oaths, and other irreverent expre.ssions. 

k It cannot be denied, however, that his piety was raingh'd 
^'wth superstition, and darkened by the bigotry of the ag<*. 

evidently concurred in the opinion, that all nations which 
did not ackn vledge the Christian faith were destitute of 
natural rights, that the sternest measures might be used for 
their conversion, and the severest punishments inflicted upon 
their obstinacy in unbelief. In this spirit of bigotry, he con¬ 
sidered himself justified yi making capti\es of the Indians, 
and transjiorling them to Sjiain to have tiiem taught th(‘ 
doctrines of C^iristianity, and in selling them for slaves if they 
jnetcuded to resist his invasions. In so doing he sinned 
against the natura^ goodness of his character, and against the 
feelings whieh he had originally entertained and expressed 
towards this gentle and hospitable people; but he was goaded 
on by the mereenary impatimme of the crown, and by tin 
sneers of his enemies at the unjujofitable result of his ent('i - 
prises. It is but justice to his ehaWicter to observe, that the 
enslavement of the Indians thus taffen in battle was at fiisi 
ojieiily countenanced by the crown, and that, when the 
question of right came to be dijscussed at the entreaty of the 
(juecn, several of the most distinguished juris?^ and theolo- 
giiHis advocated the practice; so that the (jucstion was finally 
settled in favour of the Indiatis sole!, by the humanity of 
Isabella. As tlii venerable bishop Las Casas observes, wlime 
the most learued me|j^ have doubted, it is not surprising that 
5n unlearned mariifhr should err. 

'fhese remarks, in palliation of the conduct of Columbus, are 
required by candour. It is proper to show him in collec¬ 
tion with the age in which he lived, lest the errors of tlio 
times should be considered as his individual faults. It is not 
the intention of the author, however, to justify Columbus on a 
point where it is inexcusable to err. Let it remain a blot on 
his illustrious name, and let others derive a lesson from it. 

We have already hinted at a peculiar trait in his rich 
and varied character; that ardent and enthusiastic imagina¬ 
tion which threw a magnificence over his whole course of 
thought. Herrera intimates that he had a talent for poetry 





. LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBU& 


liiid Roino sliglit traces of it arc on,, r>. *tJie b>olv of 
prophecies winch he presented to the f'atholie sovereij^ns. 
Ihit his poetical temperament is discernible throughout all his 
writiiif^s and in all Ids actions. It spread a golden iiiul 
f^lorious world around him, and tiii'^ed every tiling with 
ow n ^or{j;coiis colours. It betrayed him into visionary sjiec/- 
lations, which subjected him to the sneers and eavillinf^s ^of 
men of cooler and safer, but more grovellinfj, minds, Srhh 
were tiie conjectures formed on tlic coast of Paria about 
form of llie earth, and the situation of the terrestrial paradise; 
about tlie mines of Ophir in Hispaniola, andtlio Aurea C'hcrso- 
nesus in Veragua; and sucli wars tbe heroic scheme of a 
crusade for the recovery of the lu^y sojmlchre. It mingled 
w'ith Ids religion, and filled his mind with solemn and visionary 
meditations on mystic passages of the Scriptures, and the 
shadow'y jiortents of the jirojihecies. It ('xalted his offiee 
in his eyes, and made 1dm conceive Idiufelf an agent sent 
fortli upon a sublime and awdul mission, subj(‘ct to impulses 
and sujiernatiiral intimations from tlie Deity; such as tlie 
voice wliieli be imagined spokt'^to 1dm in comfort amidst the 
troubles of Hispaniola, and/a the silence of tlie night on the 
disastrous coast of Veragoa. 

He w'as decidedly a ’usionary, but a visionary of an un¬ 
common and successfpl kind. Tlic manner in whieli his 
ardi'iit. imaginative, and nie:;jeurial nature w’as eontrolled by 
a powerful judgment, and dircctc'd by an acute sagacity, is ilic 
most extraoidiuary feature in his cluu’acter, 'I’lius goveiJied, 
Ids imagination, flistcad of exkausting itself in idle flights, lent 
aid to Ids judgment, and enabled him to for^n conclusions at 
w’hieh common minds could never -have arrived, nay, whieli 
they could not perceive when pointed outP 

To his intellectual vision it w'as given to read the signs of 
the times, iuid to trace, in the conjectures and reveries of past 
.iges, the indicatious of an unknown world; as soothsayers 
were said to read predictions in the stars, and to foretell 
events from the visions of the night. “ His soul,’’ observes a 
Spanish writer, “was superior to the age in which he lived. 
Por him was reserved the great enterprise of traversing that 
sea wddeh had given rise to so many fables, and of deciphering 
the mystery of his time.” * 

With all the visionary fervour of his imagination, its 
* Cladera, Investigaciones hiatorias, p. 43. 
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.sl^t of tlio reality, lie died iii iiinoranco 
ot _J.]rG''T^u‘graiuk‘Ux-of ms discovery. Until lus last breath 
lie cutoituiiuid the idea that ho had merely opened a new way 
to the old resorts of opulent coniine!ce, and had disooviued 
some of the wild regions of the east, lie supposed Hispaniola 
t( - be the ancient Uphir which had been visited by the shi])s 
ot’^Solonion, and that Cuba and Terra h’irnni were but remote 

B ^ 

of Asia. What visiona of glory would have brokt'u 
n[)('U his mind could he have known that he h.id indeid 
di&itovered a new continent, equal to the whole of the old 
world in magnitude, and seiiarated by two vast oct'ans from 
all the eaith hitherto known by civilized men ! And how 
w’'onld his magiianimoiis havelieen consoled, amidst the 

alllictions of age and the cares of [leiiury, the neglect, of a 
fickle public, ■ind the injustice ol an ungrateful king, coulil lie 
have antiiup.itiMl the splendid empiri'.s nliieh wiTe to spuad 
over the bi'iiiitiliil voihl lie liiul diseoveie l , and llu* ii itioii.s, 
and tongues, and languages wlin'h weie to till its huula 
with his lenowii, and leveie and bless kis name to the late.'.t 
posteiity I 






L0^1)(•^: I-IMMKli ny WtLl.IAV CLOWES AXD flONH, 
filAMtUKD blUEEr AMJ CilAUINO CUUSS. 




•T- 


THE ALDINE EDITION 

OK 

jB^ITISH POETS. 

Iss7ic in Fortnis^htly Volutties^ with Portraits, pnrc 2o. (mL cadi. 
The 1 tr'it Vohime 7m’!published o?/ Sept, i, i8go. 

Mafry volumes hove been entirely rc-edited for the present tssiu , and othe> f 
have been thoroughly revised. 


IlLAKE. With Memoir by W. 

Ro.ssetti. 

iyVTS. With Memoir liy the late 
OKI) Houghton. 

iMPBELL. Edited by his Son- 
in-law, the Rev. A. W. Hill. W»tl) 
Memoir by W. Allingham. 

COLERIDGE. Edited with In¬ 
troduction by T. Ashe, R AT, .Si. 
John’s Colle.i^c, Caiubi idijc. 2\ols. 

Cl lATTERTON. Edited l)y Rev. 
W V\’..SKLAT, M. \. 2 V(>h. 

VAIKHIAN. S ,icL*d I'oeins and 

I'ions I’laculations. With Memoir 
by Pev II. l.Y'li:. 

RO(iI',I\S. With Memoir Iw:. 
lUJWAKI) Hl.Ll., M.A. 

RALEIGH AND WOTTON. 

With .Selections fioni other ('oiirtly 
Poets lioiii 15^0101650. lidited by 
\’vn. Arelul TIanna'il 


POPE. New Edition by G. R, 
Dennls. With Memoir by John 
Dennis. 3 vols. 

MILTON. New ICilition. By Dr. 

Bradshaw. 2 vols. 
CHURCHILL. By James 
Hannay. 2 vols. 

J’RIOR. Edited by R. B. Johnson. 

2 vols. 

.SWIM'. New Ediliim. By the 
Kev. R. IltHH’I'.K, M.A. 3 vols. 
BURN.S. By G. A. An ken. 

3 vols 

GOLDSMITH. Edited by AtisriN 
' Doli.soN. 

COWI'ER. By John Briue, 
F.S.A. 3 vols. 

„THOMSC)N. 2 vols. By the Rev. 
' 'JT. C. 'I'oVi'.V. 
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